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From the Moderator 

Moderator:  Patricia Clark 
  2880 Irish Creek road 
  Morganton, NC 28655 
  828-433-1726 
  patriciahc@bellsouth.net  

Please pass this issue of Joyful Noise 

to the person responsible for 

distributing information to the 

Presbyterian Women in your church. 

Wow! Presbyterian Women 
in Western North Carolina 
have been a busy bunch of 
women since our August 
edition of Joyful Noise.  The 
Coordinating Team planned 
and implemented two Fall 

Gatherings in September.  Cluster Leader 
Coordinator, Texie Doolittle, bore the greatest 
responsibility for planning and diligent work to 
make it all happen. We all say “Thank You” a 
hundred times. 
      The CT expresses heart felt gratitude to the 
hard working women of the host churches, 
Newton First, Franklin First and Morrison for 
their hospitality, wonderful lunches, for 
opening their classrooms, kitchens, meeting 
spaces and sanctuaries to the women of PWNC.  
In addition, we recognize with gratitude the 
women of churches hosting our CT meetings in 
2008: Mills River in February, Trinity in 
August, and Calvary on November 1.  Also, we 
thank Brevard-Davidson River for hosting the 
Spring Gathering. 
     Inspired by Anita Gutschick’s theme, 
“Women of Power and Purpose” at our Spring 
Gathering, I began to reflect on how today 
Presbyterian Women  are women of passion, 

power, and purpose. We are passionate about 
our commitment to each part of our PW 
purpose.  We passionately enter into our 
Horizons Bible Study each year with 300,000 
Presbyterian women around the world.  
Through this diligent Bible study and prayer, 
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to go into 
our churches, communities and the world to 
serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
     Passion and commitment are evident as 
Presbyterian Women go above and beyond in 
their contributions. In supporting the mission of 
the Church worldwide and strengthening the PC
(USA), we are the largest contributing group to 
the PC(USA) mission budget contributing over 
$1.2 million annually.   
     Passion and power are evident in the vast 
number of ways that we work for justice and 
peace...supporting local crisis ministeries, 

caring for God’s creation, Presbyterian coffee 
Project, the Palm Project in the Congo. 
     Our Birthday and Thank Offerings fund 
projects to improve the lives of women and 
children around the globe in the areas of 
poverty, health, and education.  The list is 
endless!  
 

(Continued on page 2) 



     It is with passion to care and power to act 
that we continually work to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women by providing 
opportunities for dialogue among women of all 
ethnic groups, ages, and backgrounds.  We 
become “No Longer strangers” but sisters in 
Christ working in unity for our PW purpose. 
     Through a modest pledge, one becomes a 
part of something very big serving God in great 
ways in the world.  You, the women of this 
presbytery, in 2007 gave $61,286 above and 

beyond giving to missionaries of WNC, college 
scholarships in WNC, ministries for women 
and children, and PW of synod and PW 
churchwide. 
     Presbyterian Women are guided by an 
encompassing purpose, have gained power 
through their willingness to serve, and are 
committed with passion. 
 

Be proud to be a Presbyterian Woman! 
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From the Moderator (CONT) 

PW  Musings 

     Let me start by saying every woman in the 
your congregation is a Presbyterian Women. 
As Cluster Leaders sometimes we hear "we 
don’t have a PW"......"we’re a small congre-
gation"..... "we are not an organized group". 
You may not have an organized group but if 
you do any kind of Bible study, have a quilt-
ing group, sewing group, support charitable 
organizations in your community, provide an 
opportunity to support the mission of the PC
(USA) church through giving, education, 
global awareness, or other means......this is 
great. Well ladies, if you support PW in any 
way or do any program/project that embraces 
any part of the PW purpose, that makes you 
part of Presbyterian Women. 
     Now if your groups are faltering because 
enthusiasm has waned....trouble finding Bible 
study leaders .....you might try having one 
person, possibly your pastor, do the Bible 

study. Then break into groups to discuss one 
or two questions regarding the Bible study. 
Contact your Cluster Leader for help in ob-
taining resources to help make Bible study or 
mission projects exciting. 
     "We are too small to hold Birthday and 
Thank Offering gatherings." Why not contact 
a small or larger congregation in your area 
and ask if you can partner with them. One 
congregation can host one of the Gatherings 
and you host the other. Think of the fellow-
ship you’ll have plus the new friends and sup-
port system you’ll be building. 
     Remember, if you have questions or need 
information regarding any aspect of PW, be 
sure to contact your Cluster Leader. 
 
Ginny Gernoske, Cluster IV Leader 



Fall Gathering Offering:   

 

     Thank you for your generous response to 

the Fall Gathering offering.  A total of $1554 
was contributed to benefit Nkhoma Hospital in 
Malawi.  Barbara Nagy and her coworkers 
accomplish a great deal with very meager 
resources, so these monies will be a significant 
contribution to their work. 
 

Spanish Bible Study Books:   

 

     Thanks to many individuals, PW groups, 
and the PW Presbytery coordinating team, a 
total of 50 Horizon Bible study books in 
Spanish are on their way to Guatemala.  The 
Presbyterian Women of each partner churches 
will receive a copy so that together we can 
grow in knowledge and faith. 

 

Guatemalan Women visit Presbytery:   
 
     In September, our Presbytery was pleased 
to host Ruth Cabrera de Bonilla and Angela 
Reyes de Rodriguez from our partnership 
presbyteries in Guatemala.  While they were 
here they attended both Fall Gatherings, visited 
a Habitat work site, a soup kitchen, a Latino 
ministry, a domestic violence shelter, a 
homeless shelter for women, a correctional 
facility, and met with several Presbyterian 
Women groups.  We enjoyed their time with us 
and learned a lot from them about the ways 
they make Christ’s love known in their 
churches and communities. 

 

Reclaiming Christmas 

 

     This Christmas, in honor of your friends 
and family, give gifts that bring help and hope 
to those who really need it.  Each year our 

Presbytery makes available very special 
Christmas cards that can be purchased for $20 
each.  Cards can be selected to support 
Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi, Nkhoma School 
in Malawi, the children’s scholarship program 
in Guatemala, or the health care program in 
Guatemala.  Each Christmas card includes a 
description of the project and a picture for the 
recipient.  Perhaps your PW group can help 
make these cards available to your 
congregation.  For more details or to order 
sample cards contact Lisa Pressley at the 
presbytery office: 828-438-4217 or 
lpressley@presbyterywnc.org.      
 

Presbyterian Home for Children 

 in Black Mountain  

 

     The PHFC is nearing completion of their 
new Independent Living Village.  This 
additional space will enable graduates who 
enroll in a post high school program to have a 
place to live while they continue their 
schooling.  Currently there are four seniors 
who are looking forward to living there.  If 
your PW group would like to help furnish and 
equip these cottages, they are registered at 
Target, Walmart, and Bed, Bath, & Beyond.  
Search for first name "PHFC" and last name 
"Youth" under gift or wedding registries.  The 
grand opening for the Independent Living 
Village will be on December 6, 2008. 
 

Need Help With Missions 

 
     Need help with mission projects ideas in 
your congregation or wish to share your ideas 
with others?  Contact Mimi Michael, PWP 
Missions Facilitator at 828-465-0335 or 
mimimichael@charter.net. 
  

Mission Corner 
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     The cost of printing and mailing the Joyful 
Noise is skyrocketing.  So, beginning with the 
February 2009 issue, we will begin the 
transition of sending the newsletter out via 
email. 
 
     We have the emails of some of the 
moderator but not all.  So, we need your help. 
 
     Please send in the email address of your 
moderator to: PWJOYFULNOISE@aol.com.  
In the subject please put JOYFUL NOISE.  In 
the body please put the moderator’s full name, 
church and then the email address.  It is very 
important that we know the church name. 
 
     We are going to try and be completely 
electronic by the April issue.  
 
     Don’t have an email address, don’t worry, 
we will still send out the Joyful Noise by snail 
mail to those that do not have access to emails. 
 
 

     The Joyful Noise  will be sent out in a .pdf 
format, which is read by Adobe Acrobat. 
Reader, which every computer generally 
comes with.  If your computer does not have 
that program, it can be down loaded from the 
internet.  It is a free program. 
 
     If you have any questions about this 
process, please do not hesitate to contact the 
editor, Jane Lee Vondette either at 828-350-
9626 or at PWJOYFULNOISE@aol.com 
 
     Again, please send the email address of the 
recipient that you want the Joyful Noise sent  
to PWJOYFULNOISE@aol.com, and don’t 
forget to include the church name. 
 
     Thank you for your help and cooperation 
with this transition. 
 
Jane Lee Vondette, Editor,  
Joyful Noise 
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The Joyful Noise is Going Electronic 

SOAR in Leadership: Support, Outreach and Renewal  

     Presbyterian Women provides an atmosphere that promotes personal 
growth and develops women's gifts of responsible and visionary 
leadership. Empowered to serve PW, many women also go on to lead in 
their churches, communities and the denomination. 

     What is leadership? 

     “Leader” has such an official and authoritative ring to it. For some of 
us, the word fits perfectly, however, many of us hesitate to call 
ourselves leaders. In reality, each of us is a leader in some way — 
perhaps by delegating chores to family members, organizing the church 
garage sale or running a circle meeting. 
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HISTORIAN REPORTS DUE 

     Save the dates of July 11-15, 2009 for the 

2009 Chruchwide Gathering in Louisville, KY. 

      
     The Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women gives you the opportunity to nurture 
your faith in community with women from 
around the world; learn about mission 
opportunities and justice and peace issues; 
develop leadership skills; participate in 
workshops; hear from Bible study leaders and 
plenary speakers; meet new friends, including 
Global Partners from around the world; and 
much more! 

     Adult registration for the full event includes 
10 meals, all programs, tote bag and program 

book. Earlybird registration (January 15–May 
15, 2009) is $380. Registration forms and 
scholarship applications will be available 
September 2008 from moderators of PW in the 
Presbytery and in Horizons; beginning January 
15, 2009, mail or fax your registration, or 
register online.  

2009 Churchwide Gathering 

Can you believe we have less than two months remaining in 2008? Though I try to be aware and 
grateful for the blessings in life all year; the Thanksgiving and, particularly, the Christmas seasons 
bring a special focus on gratefulness. In spite of the economy and its many issues, I hope these are 
meaningful and happy times for all of you. 

The year’s end could be a reflection time for all of our PW members. Included in this, I ask the 
historians and/or moderators to begin to reflect on what blessings and accomplishments have oc-
curred during 2008 for your groups. If you begin to write your annual (Jan. 2008PJan. 2009) histo-
ries in November and early December, the task may seem less daunting than doing all the work in 
January. The due date is January 31. Guidelines for the history requested by PW PWNC (no more 
than one page) are less involved than for the history to be sent to the Synod. Guidelines were distrib-
uted at Newton and Franklin Fall Gatherings. They also appear in the PW PWNC Handbook which 
every church should have received. 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to phone me (Joyce Bluhm, PW PWNC historian) at 
828-681-5442. 1 thank those who write the histories for their valuable involvement. Again, the 
deadline for the one page history (as well as the longer history for the Synod) is due January 
31,2009. Thank you for your conscientious work. You are truly appreciated. 

     The two Fall Gatherings drew 
158 women and collected $1554 
for the hospital in Malawi. 

Fall Gatherings Offering 



Dates & Deadlines 
2009 
 February 7    PWP CT        Grace Covenant Presbyterian,  
        Asheville 

 

 April 25         Spring Gathering    First Presbyterian, Marion 
 
 June 11-14    Synod Summer Gathering   Massanetta Springs 
 
 July 11-15    Churchwide Gathering    Louisville, KY 
      “God Will Do Wonders Among You”   
       2009-2010 Horizons Bible Study on Joshua 
  
 Aug  1 PWP  CT    TBD         
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