
News for Presbyterian Women of Western North Carolina                          August 2009 

From the Moderator 

Moderator:  Patricia Clark 
  2880 Irish Creek road 
  Morganton, NC 28655 
  828-433-1726 
  patriciahc@bellsouth.net  

Please pass this issue of Joyful Noise 
to the person responsible for 
distributing information to the 
Presbyterian Women in your church. 

 News from the 2009 
Churchwide  

Gathering of PW 
 
“PW of PWNC in Top Ten 
Presbyteries”   
During the business meeting 

of Churchwide Presbyterian Women with over 
400 representatives from 164 Presbyteries, 
moderator, Catreila Hunter announced the “Top 
Ten Presbyteries” in increased giving to PW.  
PWNC was on the list! Well, we Voting Reps, 
Texie, Kathy, and I, were in shock, and Catrelia 
was saying, “Western NC, I know you are here. 
Stand up!”  Congratulations and gratitude to 
each of you for your dedication in putting 
PWNC in the Top Ten. 
      In addition, the Synod of the Mid Atlantic 
has the highest percentage of women 
participating in PW and was the number 3 
synod in total PW giving in 2008. 
 

 Offerings: Women generous! 
 
      PW has lead the way in opening the church 
to the gifts of women.  The Gathering Offering 
continues that legacy by establishing a 

supplemental grant for women pursuing a 
theological education in one of the PC(USA)’s 
related seminaries.  The grant is particularly 
directed toward women of color.  Women of 
color are the least represented group on our 
campuses with only 184 of 2,300 candidates in 
the ordination track in 2009.  The offering for 
the PW Grant for Theological Education was 
over $54,000. 
      In addition, women brought $20 gift cards 
from major retailers to be donated to 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief and Bellewood 
Children’s Homes of Kentucky. The total 
amount of the gift cards was over $72,000.  
This direct and flexible use of spending power 
offers a way for people in need to get exactly 
what they need, when they need it. 
 

 Plenary highlights 
 
      Margaret Aymer presented a dynamic 
sermon “Meddlin.” Margaret is assistant 
professor of New Testament at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center and 
author of the 2011-2012 Horizons Bible study 
on the Beatitudes. 
 



Nancy Benson-Nicol painted a picture of 
Joshua while she spoke on our upcoming study. 
Chaplin for University of the Ozarks and 
featured in the July 2004 Presbyterians Today 
as a “rising star,” Nancy will author the 2013-
2014 Horizons Bible study on the Epistles.   
      Barbara Rossing, professor of New 
Testment at the Lutheran School of Theology in 
Chicago and fervent environmentalist, spoke on 
“Environmental Issues.”  The author of  “The 
Rapture Exposed: The Message of Hope in the 
Book of Revelation” is the author of  the 2010-
2011 Horizons Bible study on Revelation. 

 
  
 

Other highlights 
 

     Organizing a group of Presbyterian Women 
from Kenya who live in Georgia, a service 
installing their officers was held during the 
business meeting.  Dressed in beautiful, 
colorful dresses and head pieces, they honored 
the delegation with a native song and dance. 
      The Great Room was a wealth of 
information and inspiration with PW partners 
from around the world in the Global Market 
Place selling items that they make.  Some of 
these micro industries were started with PW 
Birthday offerings. 
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From the Moderator (cont) 

Snap shots from the Gathering 
Report of  Beth Hill, Newton: 
  I am still contemplating, evaluating and 
otherwise on cloud 9 from churchwide.  What a 
wonderful experience to be around so many 
Presbyterian women and experience their 
enthusiasm, grace and beauty!   
  I found unexpected inspiration at mealtimes, 
when sitting with and meeting women from all 
around the country  I would sometimes ask, 
"What are you doing to encourage younger 
women to join PW in your church?" Their 
answers were enlightening, telling of creative 
ways they were allowing younger women 
to meet in whatever fashion they liked, book 
clubs, running clubs, encouraging all sorts of 
gatherings for support of where they are right 
now.  Seeing that other people had some of the 
same challenges, hearing new ideas and being 
able to support and give encouragement to each 
other, was all a part of the God-planned 
inspiration.   
   Worship and Plenary were so well planned 
and went smoothly each day, moving us from 
inspiration and laughter, to singing and 
praising.  It was a taste of heaven to me.  Being 

at lunch with just our Synod, seeing the 
diversity of our region, and hearing of the 
history and accomplishments of so many great 
leaders made me appreciate the rich heritage of 
PW. 
  The Great Room was a fabulous place.  I met 
and talked to people from Bruce Reyes-Chow 
to a global partner from Congo, and  met 
women from all over the world. Without 
exception there was encouragement coming and 
going.  Here also I was able to find information 
and really get a picture of the mission of the 
church world wide.  For example, when I saw 
that women in South Africa take tea bags, 
empty them out, iron them and paint them to 
sell for an income, now that is poor.  Women's 
creativity and imagination never ceases to 
amaze me.  It reaffirms that God can do 
anything.  There were so many opportunities to 
learn, share and grow.  Environmental issues, 
global issues, at every turn, an opportunity to 
see our place in God's big picture. 
    Bonnie Blair in the Leadership Coordinators 
Forum dared us to dream a big dream for our 
PW. I am excited about our year ahead.  CW 
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was the spring board I was looking for to get 
my motor running. There are so many 
opportunities? Where will we begin?  I am 
praying that PW in WNC will look with 
confidence and live boldly to be a part of the 
wonders God will do among us. 
 
Report from Ramona Edwards, Sherrill’s  
Ford 
 
      The CWG was wonderful and spiritually 
uplifting. The incorporation of women from 
varying ethnic backgrounds in the plenary 
sessions made us aware of the faith, 
hope and struggles of our sisters around the 
world. Also, it was uplifting to see our mission 
help at work in enriching the lives of women 
in various countries to become more vocal and 
independent financially. 
 

Snap Shots  (cont) 

      Peacemaking and justice are important 
issues to women the world over. This workshop 
provides an overview of the Presbyterian 
Church USA’s Commitment to Peacemaking. 
There are eight components to this commitment 
with implications for our church’s life and our 
own spiritual journey. 
      The second part includes a discussion of 
four or five projects that we, as Presbyterian 
Women in our Western North Carolina 
churches, can undertake to help poverty-
stricken women and families become more self-
supporting and independent. This discussion 
will contain procedures for each project, 
samples of the products and supporting 
materials, as well as contacts for obtaining 

additional information to enable the success of 
the project. Among the projects to be discussed 
are the Bead for Life project and the Mosquito 
Net project. 
 
      Rev. Grace Boyer, Associate Presbyter, and 
Josephine Hambrick, Justice and Peace 
Facilitator on the Presbyterian Women of 
Western North Carolina Coordinating Team, 
will lead the workshop. Grace has served as a 
Pastor, Volunteer in Mission, and Human 
Rights Worker. Josephine was a recent 
Moderator of the Hickory Presbyterian Church 
Women, and has helped head some of their 
successful projects, two of which will be 
presented here. 

Peacemaking and Justice Workshop 
To be Offered at the 
 WNC Fall Gathering 

     The plenary sessions were well planned and 
the music of Tracy Keenan and Dave Powers 
energized us Presbyterians. The message from 
Magdalena I. Garcia on "Sanctify Yourselves" 
was most inspirational to me. 
     The forum on Immigration was an eye opener 
on the struggles of immigrants to come to 
the USA for freedom and money and how they are 
taken advantage of by the "coyotes" who pretend 
to help them. Migrant workers live in conditions 
that often are very poor and they have no control 
over their lives basically. The conditions of 
holding quarters where illegal immigrates are kept 
before hearings and deportation from the USA 
were deplorable in some places. The separation of 
parents being deported from children left behind 
was something that I was unaware of.   It made me 
much more aware of the individual, human side of 
immigration 



PWNC Has Synod PW Scholarship Recipient 
  
PWNC has a recipient of a Synod of Mid Atlantic Centiennial Scholarship for a student entering a 
seminary.  He is Darren Utley of Southminster Presbyterian Church in Gastonia. Darren has been 
teaching high school English in Gaston County, but has now moved to Richmond to attend Union 
Seminary.  Past PWNC Moderator, Connie Schimpf, is a member of the SMA Scholarship 
committee. 

Synod Scholarship Recipient 

Peacemaking Projects 

Bead for Life 
 
Information: www.beadforlife.org 
 
Mission Statement: Bead for Life creates 
sustainable opportunities for women to lift their 
families out of extreme poverty by connecting 
people worldwide in a circle of exchange that 
enriches everyone. 
 
     Their goal is for our members to be 
independent of BeadforLife within 27 months 
by being able to support themselves within the 
Ugandan economy.  To assist members in 
launching their own small businesses or in 
creating new revenue streams, we provide 
entrepreneurial training, facilitate savings 
accounts, and make business funds available. 
     In addition to buying and selling the beads, 
Bead for Life  sponsors Community 
Development projects in health, vocational 
training for impoverished youth, affordable 
housing, and business development. These 
projects are supported with the net profits from 
the sale of the beads, and support not only 
beaders, but other impoverished people living 
in Uganda.  
 
Bead for Life is guided by the following 
principles: 
 1. Creating businesses and jobs through 
entrepreneurial development is a more 
sustainable approach to poverty eradication 
than providing aid. Rather than becoming 
dependent on handouts from abroad, members 

build their skills and long-term capacities 
through meaningful creative work. 
 2. Concerned citizens in resource-
abundant countries care about the issues of 
extreme poverty and are willing to get involved. 
 3. Paying the members fair trade prices 
allows them to meet their daily economic 
needs.   Investing 100% of our net profits in 
community development projects for 
impoverished Ugandans allows for a long-term 
sustainable future. 
 4 Working together enriches all of us. 

Hunger and Poverty 
 The Darfur Stoves Project works to 
create sustainable solutions to humanitarian 
problems in Darfur by utilizing technology that 
is respectful of the culture and environment. 
We provide technical assistance and training 
with a focus on multi- faceted and practical 
solutions. The Berkeley-Darfur Stove®, 
improves personal safety and food security 
while addressing environmental impact issues 
and providing jobs within Darfur. We work in 
partnership with a number of diverse non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) to ensure 
our goals become reality. We are the flagship 
project under the umbrella non-profit 
Technology Innovation for Sustainable 
Societies (TISS). 
 
      For more information:     
  www.darfurstoves.org 

Other Projects 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 
ANNUAL FALL GATHERING 

  
First Presbyterian Church 

Sylva, NC 
Saturday, September 19, 2009 

Clusters I, III, IV, V, XXXXI, XII  
  

8:45 - 9:30 a.m.   Registration Fellowship & Exhibits 
  
9:45 - 10:00 a.m.             Gathering Music 
  
10:00 a.m.                      Plenary 
  
11:30 - 12:30 p.m.           Workshops 
  
1:00 p.m.           Lunch (Cost $7.00 - Checks may be made payable to: PW PWNC) 

  
Registration Deadline: Saturday, September 12, 2009 

  
Please mail completed Registration Form along with payment for lunch to: 

             
            Texie Doolittle    
            1132 Edgefield Lane 
            Newton, NC 28658 
             
            Telephone: 828-465-0872 
  
An offering will be taken.  

  
NOTE: Directions to First Presbyterian Church are on the reverse side 

Detach below line and send in 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Sylva, NC 
First Presbyterian Church 

September 19, 2009 
 
 

Please choose one workshop:          
            _____  Officer Training -  
                        (Moderator, Moderator-elect, Cluster Leader - Texie Doolittle & Patricia Clark) 
            _____  Peace Making & Justice - Grace Boyer and Josephine Hambrick 
            _____  Simple Knitting for Missions - Mariella Provost 
            _____  Beyond Borders: The PW USA Mission Experience, 2008 - Pat Reid 
  
  
NAME: ________________________________       PHONE: ___________________________ 
  
CHURCH: ___________________________________________    CLUSTER: _____________ 
  



 
Directions to:    First Presbyterian Church, Sylva, NC 
                         46 Presbyterian Drive 
                         Sylva, NC 28779            
                         Telephone: 828-586-4256 
  
From I-40          Merge onto US-74W via Exit 27 towards Waynesville  
      Continue to Exit 83 toward Sylva 
   Turn Left at Grindstaff Cove road ( approx .6 mi) 
   Turn left at S. Central Street (approx  230 feet) 
   Turn left at N. Central Street (approx 126 feet) 
   Turn onto Presbyterian Drive  
   
  
  
  
                                     
                         
  
  
                                     
  
 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

ANNUAL FALL GATHERING 
  

Union Presbyterian Church 
Gastonia, NC 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
Clusters VI, VII, VIII, IX, X 

  
  
8:45 - 9:30 a.m.   Registration Fellowship & Exhibits 
  
9:45 - 10:00 a.m.             Gathering Music 
  
10:00 a.m.                      Plenary 
  
11:30 - 12:30 p.m.           Workshops 
  
1:00 p.m.                        Lunch (Cost $7.00 - Checks may be made payable to: PW PWNC) 
  

Registration Deadline: Saturday, September 12, 2009 
  
Please mail completed Registration Form along with payment for lunch to: 
             
            Texie Doolittle    
            1132 Edgefield Lane 
            Newton, NC 28658 
             
            Telephone: 828-465-0872 
  
An offering will be taken.  
  

NOTE: Directions to Union Presbyterian Church are on the reverse side 
 Please detach below line and mail in 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Gastonia, NC 
Union Presbyterian Church 

September 26, 2009 
 
 

Please choose one workshop:          
            _____  Officer Training -  
                        (Moderator, Moderator-elect, Cluster Leader - Texie Doolittle & Patricia Clark) 
            _____  Peace Making & Justice - Grace Boyer and Josephine Hambrick 
            _____  Spirituality: Deepening Communion & Fellowship with God - The Rev. Wyatt Aiken 
            _____  Beyond Borders: The PW USA Mission Experience, 2008 - Pat Reid 
  
NAME: ________________________________       PHONE: ___________________________ 
  
CHURCH: ___________________________________________    CLUSTER: _____________ 
  



Directions to:     Union Presbyterian Church 
                        5615 Union Road 
                        Gastonia, NC 28056 
                        Telephone: 704-864-7681 
  
  
Traveling from Gastonia:       Travel south on Union Road (NC 274) and go past the Gastonia Munici-
pal Airport and continue south for 2 miles. Union Church is on the left just below Forestview High 
School. The Union Road Optimist ballfield and the Union Road Branch of the Gaston County Library 
are just across the road from the church. 
  
From the east: 
Travel I-85 southbound or US 29-74 (Franklin Blvd west bound) to New Hope Road. 
Take New Hope Road exit on I-85 then turn left on New Hope Road or turn left onto New Hope Road 
from US 29-74. 
Travel south to Robinwood Road on your right. (there will a large cemetery on your left at the intersec-
tion) Turn right onto Robinwood Road.  
Continue on Robinwood Road to a T-intersection and turn right. 
Travel to the second traffic light and turn left onto Union Road. 
You will travel south on Union Road for several miles continuing past the airport. 
Union church is on Union Road on the left just below Forestbrook High School.  
From the north: 
Travel US 321 (Chester Street) through Gastonia and turn left on Hudson Blvd. 
After turning onto Hudson Blvd, travel to the second traffic light and turn right onto Union Road.  
You will travel south on Union Road for several miles continuing past the airport. 
Union church is on Union Road on the left just below Forestbrook High School.  
From the west: I-85 north bound. 
Take the US 321 exit and turn right (south) onto US 321. 
Travel US 321 south through Gastonia and turn left onto Hudson Blvd. 
After turning onto Hudson Blvd, travel to the second traffic light and turn right onto Union Road.  
You will travel south on Union Road for several miles continuing past the airport. 
Union church is on Union Road on the left just below Forestbrook High School. 
  
  
  
  
                                     
                         
  
  
                                     
  



By Tina Joyner 
  
Plenary Session at the Churchwide Gathering 
 
The focus of the Monday morning plenary 
session was the Wonder of Mission.  We were 
reminded of the importance of our resources in 
missions and disbursing our resources so that 
God can do wonders among us as we fulfill our 
commitment to helping others through 
missions.   
  
The one thing that struck me the most was the 
speaker’s message about human trafficking in 
the United States and abroad.  Carol Smolenski 
began her message by thanking the 
Presbyterian Women for being the pioneers in 
addressing human trafficking through a grant 
from the Thank Offering   Human trafficking is 
a modern form of slavery that involves force, 
fraud and coercion that causes physical and/or 
mental abuse to its victims.  There are 2.5 
million victims of human trafficking each year, 
with 200,000-300,000 being children. 
  
After hearing all that she had to say about such 
a depressing topic, I wondered what the 
Calvary Presbyterian Women could do to help.  
Some of the suggestions made by Carol were to 
talk to at least 10 people to bring about 
awareness; to mentor a child; and to be an 
advocate for children by talking to hotels about 
training for their staffs so they can recognize 
child sex trafficking.  It was a powerful 
message. 

Human Trafficking 
Joshua:  A Journey of Faith—Mary Mikhael 
  
     The writer of the Joshua Bible study, Mary 
Mikhael, provided background information 
and shared with us why she chose to write the 
Bible study the way that she did.  She sug-
gested we read the entire book of Joshua as 
well as Deuteronomy and Judges.  Mary 
agreed with others that Joshua is not easy for 
today’s readers to read – it is part of a story in 
progress, and it is part of a journey of faith of 
people whose life God intervened in and 
saved.  She explained to us that the book of 
Joshua is divided into three parts:  Chapters 1 
– 12 tells how Joshua conquered the land; 13 – 
22 tells how Joshua divided the land; and 
Chapters 23 – 24 tells of Joshua’s last words 
and his death.  It is in Chapter 24 that Joshua 
instructs the people of Israel to choose whom 
they will serve, and he said “But as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 
24:15b).  Mary also told us Chapters 1 – 5 and 
23 – 24 are the most educational chapters, and 
the other chapters are painful accounts such as 
the destruction of Jericho.   
     Mary suggested we read Joshua with a 
grain of salt and to be careful of that what is of 
God and what is of the sinners.  The workshop 
was helpful to me because Mary not only pro-
vided a thorough introduction to the Joshua 
Bible study; she also shared the principles of 
why we read the Bible and suggested a way 
for us to do the Bible Study.  We read the Bi-
ble because it is the story of God; the source 
of our knowledge about Jesus’ birth, life, 
death and resurrection; it is the source of our 
daily life; and it challenges us in our attitudes, 
behavior, relationship with God and each 
other.  Finally, Mary suggested three groups 
be established for the study, each group can 
study a part (as described above), and record 
the events that happened in each respective 
part.  I thought it was a good idea.  
  by Tina Joyner 

The Study of Joshua 
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     For the first time, a group of Presbyterian 
Women will travel within the United States to 
connect concerns raised by past Global 
Exchange with similar issues in the United 
States. With local mission projects as partners, 
the participants will combine education with 
hands-on ministry during the weeklong trip. 
Participants will encounter challenges to God’s 
promise of a beloved community and witness 
the faithful responses of Christians living and 
working in difficult situations. When they 
return, participants will share their experiences 
in their synods and raise awareness of the ways 
people of faith confront the issues that divide 
us. 
   
 

 
2009 Thank Offering 

recipients  

     T w e n t y - s e v e n 
projects received grants 
from the 2009 Thank 
Offering. From nearly 
70 requests, the Creative 
Ministries Offering 
Committee selected 14 
projects in the United 

States and 13 projects in other parts of the 
world to receive a total of $684,000. At least 40 
percent of the offering is designated for health 
ministries.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2009 Grant 
Recipients 

 

For 2009, the Creative Ministries Offering 
Committee selected two projects to receive 
grants. PW will give grants to the following 
projects, which are located in communities 
visited by the PW Global Exchange and U.S.A. 
Mission Experience.  
His Kids, Too! Children’s Home for Orphans 
(Dzerzhinsk, Ukraine)  
 
La Mujer Obrera, Centro Mayapán (El Paso, 

Texas)  
 
His Kids, Too! is a Christian organization in 
Ukraine that shares the love of Jesus Christ 
with children who have been orphaned. The 
home provides health care and education as 
well as the basic needs of food, lodging and 
clothing. His Kids, Too! gives the children the 
education and encouragement they need to 
build bright, productive futures. Since opening 
in 1998, the organization has expanded the 
number of children it helps, from 400 to more 
than 5,000 in 21 orphanages. 
 
  
 La Mujer Obrera ,Centro Mayapán ,El Paso, 
Texas 
Mission/Purpose Statement:  Founded in 1981, 
La Mujer Obrera responds to the needs of 
thousands of Mexican immigrant women who 
lost their jobs as factory workers when 
globalization made it cheaper to have factories 
in developing countries. La Mujer Obrera 
works to revitalize the area and create long-
term, sustainable economic opportunities for 
area residents. The organization is in the 
process of renovating a facility that will house 
the next stage of its sustainable community 
strategy — Centro Mayapán.    
 
 
 
 

Page 10                                                    August 2009                        Joyful Noise          

Mission Matters 



 

Voting Reps, Texie Doolittle and Kathy Robinson, 
study upcoming items during a break of the CWG 
business session.  Patricia is taking the picture.  CW 
business sessions were Sunday 11:30-5:30 and 
Monday 11:30-3:30. 

This is a picture of Patricia with Anita 
Gutschick, "Women of the Bible" who 
presented at our SG 2008 in Brevard. 

Your Voting Reps in the Living Logo...Left to 
right:  Texie, Patricia, Kathy 

 Joyful Noise                                             August 2009             Page   11 



Dates & Deadlines 
 
Sept 19    Fall Gathering   Sylva First 
Sept 26    Fall Gathering   Union PC, Gastonia 
Nov   7    Coordinating Team  Mt Holly First 
 
2010 
Feb  6    Coordinating Team  TBA 
Apr  24    Coordinating Team  PHFC 
     

News for Presbyterian Women 
of Western North Carolina 
Editor: Jane Lee Vondette 
31 Lancelot Lane 
Asheville, NC 28806 


