MAY 2011

JOYFUL NOISE
NEWS FOR PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

From the Moderator
Presb yterian
Women
seek
avenues to follow
our Purpose and to
be a catalyst for
engaging the whole
congregation in these goals.
We live and act in the
assurance that we are forgiven
and freed by God in Jesus
Christ, and empowered by the
Holy Spirit.
The year has been one of
wonder and blessing for me as
I have come to know you and
the service you do throughout
our Presbytery. I hear many of
you apologizing for limited
and small work. But you need
not do this. What I see is a
relatively small number of
women doing mighty acts
indeed. It is good that you
have a large vision and can
imagine doing more.
Remember, we are only a
part of the body of Christ.
When added together
throughout the Presbytery and
the whole church, Presbyterian
Women following our Purpose,
empowered by the Holy Spirit
to accomplish far more than

any of us alone can imagine.

Moderator:

Seeds grow, ripples extend
outward, here and now the promise
of God’s Kingdom is experienced.
Old forms are being transformed for
new times. Read through the history
each moderator received. Look at
the gifts you have given. Notice the
worldwide mission connections and
efforts for justice.
In Western North Carolina,
Presbyterian Women are indeed
witnessing to the promise of God’s
Kingdom.
*****

With insightful contributions from
nine of the women clergy of our
Presbytery, PW has made a
devotional booklet to go with each
lesson of our Bible Study,
Confessing the Beatitudes. These
were available at the Spring
Gathering. We give thanks for the
willingness of these women and the
helpfulness of what they shared.
Feel free to copy it for all your
women to use. If you did not get one
contact me.
*****
An enriching and stretching part of
(Continued on page 3)

Sue Barrett
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Violence Against Women Act
In March, women and men of many
denominations, including the Presbyterian
Church (USA), gathered in Washington, DC
for Ecumenical Advocacy Days to learn about
issues that concern people of faith. A major
concern was the renewal of the Violence
Against Women Act. This act was the first
federal legislation acknowledging domestic
violence and sexual assault as a crime. It also
provides federal resources for communitycoordinated responses to violence against
women. The Violence Against Women Act
was passed in 1994 and is up for
reauthorization this year. We can urge our
legislators to reauthorize and fully fund this
law which protects women and helps women
and men learn to respect everyone’s humanity.
There is also a proposed International
Violence Against Women Act which would
make stopping this type of violence a priority
in United States diplomacy and foreign aid. It
would address rape during armed conflict
among many other things. Internationally
experts estimate that up to one in three women
will be beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise
abused in their lifetimes.
Visit www.pcusa.org/phewa/padvn to learn
about the Presbyterians Against Domestic
Violence Network.

From Amanda Craft, mission
co-worker in Guatemala
As I learn and understand more deeply
the realities of women in Guatemala, I am
struck by how they overcome daily obstacles.

They seek out educational opportunities when
family members do not see the need to pay for
schooling. They do backbreaking work to be
sure their children have food, shelter and
clothing.
They endure discrimination,
exploitation, and manipulation, but gather in
community to care for one another.
They
carry the burdens of an unjust society in hopes
that they will survive and provide a better life
for the next generation.
It is evident that, in spite of all of this, they
urgently need allies. When one is stuck
struggling for daily survival, there is little
energy, creativity, or imagination left to fight
for change. Their voices are silenced literally
by exhaustion. However there are those of us
who do have the time, energy, and creativity to
lend strength to their voices. As is stated in
Matthew 25, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me." God intends
us to share our gifts in ways that uplift
everyone in God's family. In helping those in
need, we learn about others and their faith, and
God's community is enriched and
strengthened. Our own faith is also enriched.
And hopefully, we can bring about a
transformation.
Maybe one day, it won't be that girls
are kept from school when income is too
limited. Maybe one day, girls will be allowed
to dream of whom they will become when they
grow up. Maybe one day they won't be seen as
property to be sold, bartered or traded. Maybe
one day, I won't hear completely capable
Guatemalan women tell me they aren't able to
do something, because they have been told that
again and again. And maybe one day, women
will be seen as equals, participating fully in
family, church, and state. And if that were
true, what would the world look like? I hope
and pray something a bit closer to God's realm
... God's desire for God's people.
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From the Moderator
(Continued from page 1)

the moderator’s position has been attending the
quarterly Presbytery meetings and monthly
Council meetings. PW has voice and vote in our
Presbytery. Presbyterian Women as individuals
and as an organization are present and active in
Presbytery fulfilling the part of our Purpose to
strengthen the Presbyterian Church (USA).
*****
During July, Tina Joyner, will be putting
together the new Handbook/Directory so that it is
ready to give out at the Fall Gatherings. As soon
as you have the information about your
Coordinating Team, please send it to her,
preferably by e-mail twjoyner@bellsouth.net and
copy it to me suebar@citcom.net. We need:
name, address, telephone # for each position. It
would be very helpful also to have e-mail for each
person. We definitely need one e-mail address
for each PW. Most communication will go
through the moderator and her e-mail will be the
only one published. However, there are often
needs to communicate with people who have
particular jobs, so all would be helpful.

Faith Fund
The PW Presbytery Faith Fund makes an
award annually to a benevolent church or
community project nominated by a local PW.
Waldensian Presbyterian Church’s Assistance
Ministry received the award for 2011. In these
difficult times the needs are great.
The
Assistance Ministry helps families in a variety of
way from providing food and school supplies to
help with fuel bills. Presbyterian Woman Linda
Cabot oversees this important ministry.

PW Scholarships
PW Presbytery awards scholarships valued at
$1500/year to members of a local Presbyterian
Church enrolled in a 4 year college program.
The 2011 awardees are:
Caroline G. Patton from Black Mountain PC.
Parents: Kent and Alice Patton.
Charles T. West from First Presbyterian
Church, Cherryville. Parent: Mary West.

Ministry of Hope
The offering taken at the Spring Gathering, to support the Ministry of Hope at the Swannanoa
Correctional Center for Women, was $2,500! In addition there was a carload of items brought for
the Chaplains’ wish list. Ministry of Hope is a Chaplaincy program for this minimum security
facility which houses 250 inmates, a number projected to grow over the next few years. The
chaplains conduct religious services and provide pastoral care to inmates, many of whom struggle
with issues of addiction, abuse and grief. Presbyterian Women from Black Mountain Church were
leaders in beginning this ecumenical chaplaincy program. Chaplain Lynn Michie, a member of our
Presbytery, has been involved on this ministry for many years. She expresses her heartfelt thanks
for your generosity and support
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Dates and Deadlines
June 9-12, 2011

Synod of the Mid Atlantic Summer Gathering,
Massanetta Springs

Sept 24, 2011

Eastern Fall Gathering, Location TBA

Oct 1, 2011

Western Fall Gathering, Grace Covenant
Presbyterian Church

Apr 21, 2012

2012 Spring Gathering, First Presbyterian Church,
Hickory
Churchwide Gathering, River of Hope, Orlando, FL
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