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Moderator Report
Now there are
varieties of gifts,
but the same
Spirit. . . . To
each is given the
manifestation of
the Spirit for the
common good. 1 Corinthians
12:4,7
As I look back over the past
three years, I am thankful for
the variety of gifts that you,
Presbyterian Women from all
over our Presbytery have
offered in service. Your history
reports testify that our local
churches and communities are
blessed by the variety of gifts,
motivated by the Spirit of
Christ, that you offer for the
common good. Our PW
organization and Presbytery are
blessed
as
well.
The
manifestation of the spirit in the
many and various skills, talents,
gifts that you offer spreads love
and joy, justice and peace
throughout God’s world.
Thus, despite the ongoing
problems of hunger, sickness,
human trafficking, violence and
war, we can live in hope. Not
for the end of time, but for the

working of God’s transforming love
here and now. The author of I Peter
reminds us the God “has given us a
new birth into a living hope.” Our
Horizons Bible study for next year,
An Abiding Hope – The Presence of
God in Exodus and Deuteronomy
will focus on living into the hope
that God’s presence gives. Come to
the Spring Gathering to hear the
author of that study, Janice Catron,
introduce it for us.
I
have
been
involved
in
Presbyterian Women since I was
nineteen years old. These past three
years have strengthened my
appreciation for the value of this
organization for the whole church
and for each of us who try to carry
out the purpose. We are enriched,
encouraged, and energized by
studying, praying and working
together. The sins against hope of
cynicism, despair, and apathy find it
more difficult to take hold when we
join together to work for the
realization of God’s kingdom in our
world. Thank you all for this
opportunity to serve with you – for
your partnership in the Gospel.

Moderator:
Sue Barrett
120 Grove Circle
Brevard, NC 28712
828-884-7504
suebar@citcom.net

•

Please pass this
issue of Joyful
Noise
to
the
p e r s o n
responsible for
distributing
information
to
the Presbyterian
Women in your
church.

Hope to see
You on April 20,
For the
Spring Gathering

Sue Barrett
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Guatemala Partnership
We have worked this past year to strengthen the
relationships between Presbyterian Women in
Western North Carolina and the women of our
partner presbyteries in Guatemala. Additional
steps were taken this fall to forge these ties.
1. In November, I traveled to Guatemala with the
Guatemala Partnership Committee and met with
Presbyterian Women representatives from Sur
Occidente and Suchitepequez. Amanda Godoy,
who was one of the women who visited here in
April, was one of those representatives. Some
highlights of our discussions:

·

·

·

Women’s groups there continue to work
hard in their churches and communities.
Many women’s groups find creative ways
to raise funds. By making and selling food
or crafts, women have been able to help the
sick or assist in meeting the needs of their
church. They have helped purchase land,
provide new flooring, and one group even
raised over $7,000 to buy a church bus.
They are pleased to have more young
women participating in their women’s
groups and in leadership as a result of
personal invitation.
Gatherings
are
important,
though
transportation and associated costs can be a
hindrance for participation.
The
presbiteriales
(women’s
presbytery
leadership teams) meet every other month
and organize a yearly convention for their
women. The conventions take place each

February for Sur Occidente and each July
for Suchitepequez.
·

I took 250 bookmarks printed with the
Spanish translation of the shared verse,
prayer, and hymn that the women of our
three presbyteries are using when we meet.
We hope all are finding this a meaningful
way to remember and support each other.

·

I was pleased to be able to share greetings
on behalf of all Presbyterian Women here,
pictures of our Spring and Fall Gatherings,
and news of our activities.

2. In November our presbytery was privileged to
host Amanda Craft for several days. Amanda is a
PC (USA) mission co-worker to Guatemala who
works as Facilitator of Women’s Programming.
Women from 19 different churches in the PWNC
were able to meet Amanda and hear about her
work and the life of women in Guatemala. She
works very closely with Sinodica, the national
Presbyterian Women’s group of Guatemala.
Amanda shared that the Sinodica has decided to
focus their efforts on the following three
initiatives:
Ø Improve Child Nutrition: Guatemala has
the highest rate of chronic malnutrition in
our hemisphere, currently at 50% for
children under 5. Partnering with
government programs, PW is helping
women attend classes that teach how to
improve family nutrition. Instruction
includes meal planning and preparation, as
(Continued on page 3)
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Guatemala Partnership (cont)
(Continued from page 2)

well as the use of local plants and gardens.
PW assists by providing transportation,
child care, and encouragement for
younger women.
Ø Improve Women’s Literacy: PW is
working to improve literacy among
women by partnering with existing
government programs and providing
transportation,
child
care
and
encouragement. Women who were of
school age during the civil war,
particularly, lost out on educational
opportunities.
Ø Leadership development: PW is working
to equip women called obreras to provide

training, resources, and general support to
the women's groups in their areas.
A flyer is being prepared that will share ways you
and your PW groups can be involved in
strengthening the ties with the women of our
partner churches and in supporting the work of
Amanda Craft. Our desire is to continue to grow
in our knowledge of, love for, and service with
our sisters in Guatemala. We are dreaming about
what our “next steps” will be, and are discussing
the possibility of holding a mini retreat in
November in Guatemala with representatives
from all three presbyteries. Stay tuned for more
developments.
Mimi
Michael,
Presbyterian
Women
representative on the Guatemala Partnership
Committee

Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday
In 2013, Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday honors women through whom God is transforming the
church in an emerging era. The official Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday is March 3, 2013. Find
resources on the PW Internet site. Your congregation or women’s groups may use this resource on any
day that you choose. The resource also includes a worship service with a call to worship, prayer of
confession, suggested hymns, suggested scripture readings and a litany of remembrance and renewal,
preaching and program suggestions, and recommended resources for further study.

Webinar for Celebration Giving Representatives
Presbyterian Women’s Celebration Giving Representatives (CGRs) are critical leaders who assist with
interpretation and promotion of giving opportunities within Presbyterian Women, and can represent their
congregation, presbytery and/or synod. A training will be offered about best practices for promoting
giving to Presbyterian Women’s mission and ministry. A webinar will be held at 2 pm and 7 pm. You
need only participate in one session.
Even if you are not serving in the CGR role, all Presbyterian women interested in promoting giving
and learning more about their monetary investments in PW mission and ministry would benefit from
participation.
Please RSVP by email before the call. Contact Jen Lenard-Benson for more information (800) 7287228 , x5308
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Birthday Offering 2013: Building Up Our Neighbor
From Gail Findlay, WNC PW CelebratopnGiving
Representative
It’s time to begin planning for the annual
Birthday Offerings, a time to remember our
sisters all over the world who are struggling with
issues most of us can never imagine. There are
sacred bonds between women that bind us, even
though we may be separated by distance and
cultures.
The Birthday Offering is our
opportunity to support mission projects that help
meet women’s needs as well as provide a very
real witness to God’s love throughout the world.
It is true that as we bless others with our gifts, so
we too are blessed in ways beyond our imagining.
Celebrate your life through your generous giving.
Happy Birthday!
Each of us must please our neighbor for the good
purpose of building up the neighbor. . . . So that
together [we] may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2013 Recipient
Westminster Neighborhood Ministries: Child,
Family and Adult Education Connection in
Indianapolis, Indiana glorifies God with a loud
voice.
They have served families in the Near Eastside of
Indianapolis, where a third of the families have
incomes below the poverty level, for 30 years.
Our gifts will allow Westminster to expand
educational services to preschool-age children
and adult education programs that develop job
skills and resume building, financial counseling
and making budgets, literacy and math skills,
anger management, nutritious cooking and
fitness. Supporting families enables them cope
with stresses, broaden horizons, and improve the
quality of their own lives and the community.
Order your free materials from PDS 800-5242612 or on line at www.pcusa.org/store
Interpretive Packet

PWR 13451

Romans 15:2,6

Update on Barbara Nagy
Dr. Barbara Nagy and her girls are living in Decatur, GA for two years while Barbara pursues further
training in rural community health to improve the medical outreach beyond the hospital when she
returns to Malawi. Keep them in your prayers and remember them with notes and cards.
Dr. Barbara Nagy
207 Inman Drive
Decatur, GA 30030
Read Barbara’s letters at: http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/nagybarbara-201211
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Human Trafficking Awareness Day and
First Annual PW Action Day

Two of our Presbyterian Women shared our
ongoing concern about Trafficking of God’s
children with their churches and community.
From Tina Joyner, Calvary PC, Asheville
On Saturday, January 12, the women of Calvary
PC and Berry Temple UMC hosted the Church
Women United meeting. The theme for the
meeting
was
Human
Rights
Celebration:
Breaking Down the Doors of
Injustice. This was a perfect opportunity to share
information about human trafficking with an
ecumenical audience. After the business meeting
and during the worship service, I spoke about
Human Trafficking. I described what it is,
provided statistics about the people affected by it
in the United States and around the world. I used
information provided in A toolkit for Action:
Modern Slavery; the Justice Peace Links
newsletter; research from the internet; and a
prayer concerning human trafficking by Rev.
Noelle Damico. In addition, I shared ideas of
ways for us to get involved in helping trafficked
men, women and children. I ended with the
discussion of the following two questions:
1. What would it feel like not to belong to
yourself?
2. What would it feel like if everything
you did was dictated by
someone
else?
HUMAN TRAFFICKING SERVICE TRINITY, HENDERSONVILLE
Back in late December I saw on the liturgical
calendar that January 11th, of each year, is Human
Trafficking Awareness Day. Since this is one
issue PW is focused on, I wanted information to
share with my CT to discuss how we could bring
awareness to our congregation. Well, lo and

behold...there was a worship service put together
in 2012 but is still purposeful today. The service
has all elements except sermon related scripture
readings, which are provided.
Going to our
pastor, Mark Stanley, asking if Trinity would hold
this service, he said. “yes, and thank you for
bringing it to my attention”.
Our service was held on January 13th. Mark
chose Exodus 3:7-10 and Luke 4:14-20. His
sermon was titled The Misery of the People in
Bondage.
Prior to the sermon Mark gave
definition of Human Trafficking. Then three
females and two males read chosen stories from
the Readers’ Theater.
There were individuals who were unaware of
the issue and the majority were unaware of it
happening right here in North Carolina. At the
entrance of the sanctuary I placed a tri-fold with
statistics and couple of articles from Charlotte
newspaper and Raleigh TV station.
Even though January 11th has come and gone,
you can still hold the service any time during the
year. To access the service go to: pcusa.org/
media/uploads/humantraffricking/pdfs/human-traf
-ficking-awareness-worship-resources.pdf. Next
you will see www.pcusa.org - click you’re there.
Type in your browser: human trafficking pcusa
and you will see download for flier for bulletin
insert. Are you aware the Super Bowl is one of the
highest Human Trafficking events? There are a
ton of Human Trafficking sites available with all
kinds of information.
I will be putting information articles in my
church’s monthly newsletter.
Ginny Gernoske,
PW Cluster Leader Coordinator
Trafficking is an ongoing and growing activity. It
is not too late for you bring awareness of it to your
congregation as these two women did.
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Grants Available
A grant from the Leadership Development
Grant Program provides funds to allow women
to attend training and events to develop and
strengthen their leadership skills. Grants are
available for individuals and groups or
organizations attending a national or
international event, and for PW and PC(USA)
organizations planning leadership events and
other projects that empower women and reflect
the diversity of the church. Get information
about the grants and download an application
at www.pcusa.org/pw.

Leadership
“Leader” has such an official and authoritative
ring to it. For some of us, the word fits perfectly,
however, many of us hesitate to call ourselves
leaders. In reality, each of us is a leader in some
way — perhaps by delegating chores to family
members, organizing the church garage sale or
running a circle meeting. Learn more about the
ways you may be leading without even knowing
it!
What does spirituality have to do with leadership?
Unzu Lee, associate for PW shares some of her
initial thoughts in Musings on Spirituality and
Leadership, No. 1. It can be downloaded at www.
pcusa.org/pw.

Horizon’s Bible Study Order
Presbytery PW will again make a large order
for the new Bible study, An Abiding Hope – The
Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy, for
pick up at the Spring Gathering, April 20 at
Brevard. The cost will be $8. per book with no
shipping charge. This means you save .80 per
study over ordering on your own.
As we did last year, we shall place the order so
that all arrive before the Gathering. If you are
unable to pick up your order on April 20th, the
books will be left at the Presbytery office in
Morganton, and you will be responsible for
getting them from the office.
I must have the order by 10:00 am on April
8th in order to place it that morning – the last day

they will insure delivery in time. Checks should
be made out to PW PWNC and mailed to Suzanne
Barrett, 120 Grove Circle, Brevard, NC 28712
Please send the money with the order, or if you email (suebar@citcom.net) or call in the order (828
-884-7504), mail a check separately shortly after
– before the 20th. If you are in doubt about
numbers, I would suggest under ordering.
You are free to order direct, if you prefer.
They will be in stock by mid March. We are
doing this to help you with the cost of shipping.
The only way we can do this is by placing the
order only once and having the money before the
Gathering.
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Come to the Spring Gathering in Brevard
The Spring Gathering this year is April 20 at
Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church.
The speaker will be the Rev. Janice E. Catron,
Pastor of John Knox Presbyterian Church in
Louisville, KY. She holds a Master of Divinity
from Louisville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary, and has many years of experience
working with churches and church education
programs in curriculum, workshops, and
teaching. She has written an earlier Horizons
Bible study on Job.
She comes to us at this Gathering as author of
the 2013-2014 Bible study “An Abiding Hope:
The Presence of God in Exodus and
Deuteronomy.” Early information about this
study says that it invites us to remember that
the central actor in human experience is God,
the One who redeems, who brings liberty and
fulfillment, even when we do not deserve it,
and when we cannot redeem ourselves. We
have the assurance of God’s abiding presence
as individuals and as a community of faith.
This presentation should be a very helpful start
to our next study.

The recipient for the offering at the
Gathering will be Grandfather Mountain Home
for Children, as it celebrates 100 years of
service to children and families.
Following the program the Women will
serve lunch for us. The meeting will adjourn
after lunch. Consider planning to spend some
time in Brevard in the afternoon. Trees and
flowers will be in bloom and walking a block
or two downtown will be lovely. What strikes
your fancy—art, antiques, shoppes, little
boutiques or restaurants? Or how about a
unique toy store that will take you back a few
years? Brevard has all that within walking
distance of the Church. And if hiking or site
seeing is your thing, the Brevard area has some
great trails and breathtaking waterfalls not far
away. Google Brevard and see what interests
you most. See you at the Gathering!
Registration form and directions to the church
are on the next two pages.

Nicaragua, Fair Trade, and Justice
Patricia Clark and her husband, Larry, were members of the 2013 PCUSA Fair Trade Delegation to
Nicaragua in January. Co-sponsored by PCUSA Hunger Program and Coffee Project with Equal
Exchange, a focus was to learn about Nicaragua, global trade, Fair Trade, and how all this promotes
justice.
The schedule icluded visits to small coffee farms, coffee farming families, their cooperative, the
Sweat-freeTees women’s sewing coop, crafts coops, and historical sites.
We or just Patricia are available to present a program on this experience for a PW or congregational
event. Call at 828-433-1726 or email patriciahc@bellsouth.net

Presbyterian Women of the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina
SPRING GATHERING

April 20, 2013
Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church
Brevard, NC

Speaker Janice E. Catron
Author of 20132013-2014 Bible Study
“An Abiding Hope: The Presence of God in Exodus and Deuteronomy”
Offering recipient will be Grandfather Mountain Home for Children
Celebrating 100 years of service
Registration, Fellowship, and Exhibits 9:00 until 9:45
Hymn singing begins at 9:45
Meeting at 10:00
Lunch at 12:30
Adjournment after lunch
Reservation deadline – April 15
******************************Cut on this line**************************
Send registration form and check for $10.00* made out to “Presbyterian Women, PWNC” to:
Dot Descieux, 145 Governors View Road, Asheville, NC 28805
dotdes39@gmail.com 828-298-8852
NAME_________________________________________________________
Phone #________________________ Church__________________________
E-mail_________________________

Cluster__________________________

I am a vegetarian_______________
I do not plan to stay for lunch_____________
I will need childcare for __________children age(s) ______________________
*$10 Registration includes lunch
Directions to Church on back of this form

Directions to Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church
Route 40 from East or West to I-26 East (south) toward Hendersonville. Take exit #40 Airport;
turn right on to 280, continue about 25 minutes to Brevard.
See below
Route 74 from SE to I-26 West (north) toward Asheville
Take exit # 40 Airport; turn left onto 280, continue about 25 minutes to Brevard. See below
From Hendersonville take US 64 to Brevard; At light turn left with Rt. 64
All: Rt. 280 ends at first light. Continue straight - you are on Broad Street and Rt 64; about 3-4
more miles. When you pass Lutheran Church on Right and Ingles on Left, keep in left hand lane.
Continue straight to light at top of hill. Courthouse will be on left. Turn left on to Main Street, US
276. Church will be 3rd street on left. That is Rice Street and looks like the church parking lot.
People will be there to help with parking and entrances.
From Highlands:
Route 64 into Brevard. At courthouse (Broad and Main Streets), turn right. Church will on left at
third street (Rice St.)
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Thank Offering Project in Madagascar
You may recall that last February we included
a letter about a PW project under construction in
Madagascar. We even had a picture. Despite a
small setback from a Typhoon last spring, the
hostel for girls built by the Dorkasy (equivalent of
PW) is now open. Here is a message from Doug
Tilton, Presbyterian Mission Co-Worker, Regional liaison for Southern Africa.
One of my recent trips was to Madagascar at
the end of October, and it was a thrill to get to
see the completed Akany Gazela hostel for girls in
Moramanga that PW Thank Offering funds
helped to construct. I got a chance to chat for an
hour or two with the sixteen girls, aged 11 to 18,
who are living there at the moment -- the first intake! I was very impressed with them and with

their poise and confidence. I feel certain that
they will make a great contribution to Madagascar's future. The hostel can accommodate more
girls, but they've decided to start with a small intake so that they can sort of work out the kinks a
bit. For example, they have lots of beds, but no
cupboards or foot lockers at the moment, so the
upper level of most of the bunks are serving as
wardrobes at the moment, rather than as
beds! There are still many challenges to overcome, but it is inspiring to see what has been
achieved so far. The girls and the women of the
FJKM Dorkasy all asked me to let the women
of PW know how much they appreciate your
generosity.
See Mission Yearbook pp. 121, 123

Following Our Purpose
In its Purpose, Presbyterian Women commits
itself to building an inclusive and caring
community. However, doing this may not always
be as easy as it sounds. Many historical, structural
and cultural barriers must be overcome. Making a
commitment to becoming an inclusive and caring
community requires us to exercise intentional

leadership with this goal in mind. Therefore, the
Antiracism Committee and the Leadership
Enhancement Committee of the Churchwide
Coordinating Team are working together to
produce a resource on culturally proficient
leadership. A sampler of this resource is available.
Contact PW office.

Standing Together
Sisters Stand and Walk Together is an initiative
of PW to develop the leadership potential of
racial ethnic women in the church. Originally
initiated by the Synod of the Northeast in 2004,
the Synod of Mid-Atlantic, the Synod of the
Pacific and the Synod of the South Atlantic also

have
implemented
this
model.
Voting
representatives at PW’s 2012 Business Meeting
approved the a resolution to expand this program
during the 2012–2015 triennium. LEC will be
developing ways to provide support to move this
initiative forward. Stay tuned for progress!
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Resource Center
The Jo Bales Gallagher Resource Center
A Ministry of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
We are dedicated to finding the perfect resource for you to use in various ministries of the church.
Moore Center, Lower Level, Montreat
Grand Opening, Saturday, February 23, 2013
RSVP: wncresourcecenter@gmail.com or 828-669-3600
There is a women’s selection with specific PW resources which we shall be adding to in the future.
Make use of these resources on line, by phone, or in person.

USAME Visit
Each triennium in the life of Presbyterian
Women, a mission trip is planned to some area
of the continental United States to look at what
is happening in that area regarding mission and
projects that involve women and children. In
2010, the visit was to South Dakota and our
own Patricia Clark from Morganton represented
our Synod of the Mid-Atlantic.
Beginning June 18, 27 women from across our
denomination will visit East Tennessee and
Western North Carolina for the 2013 USA
Mission Experience. The theme for this trip is
Unto These Hills. A team of people from our
area have been busy putting together the WNC
segment of the program. This will include an
opening day orientation to Appalachia and its
culture and a hands-on poverty simulation
workshop to be held on the campus of Warren
Wilson College. PW from our Presbytery will

be invited to participate in the afternoon poverty
simulation workshop.
After 3 days in East Tennessee, the delegation
will return to the Asheville area via Cherokee.
Programs involving women and children and
focusing on health, nutrition, legal issues,
incarceration, trafficking will be presented
along with several on-site visits. The women
will also have the opportunity to see the
Toothbus (a mobile dental van purchased with
Birthday Offering monies) and to attend a
worship service at Montreat . The program will
end on June 25.
It is exciting to be a part of USAME 2013. For
more information, please e-mail Barbara
McLean at barbaram_2@charter.net or call at
828-254-1034.
Barbara McLean, Chairperson for WNC portion
of USAME 2013.
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Dates and Deadlines
April 8

Deadline to order Bible Study books to be picked up at Spring
Gathering.

April 20

Spring Gathering

Brevard-Davidson Presbyterian Church

June 13-16

Synod Gathering

Massanetta Springs

June 18-26

PWUSA Mission Experience WNC

Asheville, NC 28806
31 Lancelot Lane
Editor: Jane Lee Vondette
of Western North Carolina
News for Presbyterian Women

Proposed for next year.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
2014 BUDGET

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
Spring Gathering
Fall Gathering
Moderator's Expense
Coordinating Team Expense
Newsletter
Directory
Miscellaneous

1,000.00
750.00
200.00
200.00
450.00
675.00
75.00
Total Administrative Costs

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Synod Conference (Moderator)
Leadership Development Fund
to be carried over for 3 years…
...$1500 from 2013

3,350.00

500.00
1,500.00

Total Leadership
Development
GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP
Obrera Program
Bible Study Materials

2,000.00

240.00
50.00
Total Guatemala
Partnership

SCHOLARSHIPS

290.00

6,000.00

TOTAL

$11,640.00

