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From the Moderator

and God’s people.
I want to urge you to consider
bringing yourself and others from your
church to our Annual Spring
Gathering. The Gathering will be held
at Cherryville First Church on
Saturday, April 5. You will
find specific information from
our Vice Moderator, Dot
Descieux, in this newsletter.
The registration form and
directions to the church are
included.
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dreams so that we can better serve God
As I sit down to write this for the
winter issue of Joyful Noise, I am
rejoicing that the sun is shining and
today promises to be a day with
temperatures above 50 degrees. So far
it has been a very cold and
wet winter.
We are
preparing for a dark and
empty time in our church
year as well – the season of
Lent.
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Proposed Slate of Office 2014– 2015

From the Moderator (cont.)
cathyclevenger@frontier.com or 828-658-3383
should you have questions. Last year we had 9
from our Presbytery to attend the conference. I
look forward to seeing many of you there again
this June.
We have filled some of our vacancies for the
Presbytery Coordinating Team for 2014-2015.
Please look elsewhere in the newsletter to see
those people who will be nominated and elected
on April 5. We still have openings for clusters 6
and 12. Please contact me if you are willing to
serve or you know someone you’d like to
nominate.

1st Vice Moderator: Dot Descieux, Westminster
Secretary: Jane Lee Vondette, Grace Covenant
Historian: Tina Joyner, Calvary
Treasurer: Becky Lineberger, Mt. Holly
Scholarship Facilitator: Ellie Mercer, BrevardDavidson River
Cluster I: Charlotte Casey, Waynesville
Cluster III: Carol Parker, New Hope (Asheville)
Cluster VIII: Amy Elkins, New Hope (Gastonia)
Clusters VI and XII are vacant. If you live in one
of those areas (check your directories for churches) and would be willing to serve or know someone
who would willing to be a cluster leader, please
contact Barbara McLean at 828-254-1034 or barbaram_2@charter.net.
Thank you!

2014—2015 Bible Study Guide Books
Some of you may remember that in the past, the Presbytery PW has been able to order Bible Study
books for the local churches and make them available at our Spring Gathering. This year, we regret that we
will be unable to offer this service. Due to Easter Sunday falling on our usual weekend for Spring
Gathering, we had to move the Spring Gathering up to April 5. The HORIZONS office will not have the
Bible Studies available for shipping in time to reach us by April 5. We are sorry for this, as we know it is a
convenience and saves money for our churches. We plan to offer this service again next year. Please order
your study books directly from HORIZONS magazine.

Scholarship Deadline
Scholarship Applications due Feb. 15th. The PWWNC provide scholarships in the amount of $1500 per
year for two selected applicants. The requirements and application forms are in the PW Handbook pg.14 to
17 or on the PWWNC website. Applicants from 2013 are eligible to reapply. For more information contact
Ellie Mercer at 828-885-7276 or elliem@comporium.net.
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2014Birthday Offering Goal
The goal for the 2014 Birthday Offering is $500,000.
Give to the Birthday Offering in your PW group, online at www.presbyterianwomen.org/birthday or by
contacting Jen Lenard-Benson, 888-728-7228, ext. 5308 or jen.lenard-benson@pcusa.org: Learn more
about the Birthday Offering, including how to apply for a grant, at www.presbyterianwomen.org/
birthday or by contacting Cindy Goodman, 888-728-7228, ext. 5387 or cindy.goodman@pcusa.org.
Your gifts make a difference-please give to the PW Birthday Offering today!

2014 Birthday Offering Recipient
Blue Corn Mothers Advocacy Center
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Blue Corn Mothers Alliance provides a range of
services for Albuquerque's Native American
women who experience domestic violence. This
multifaceted program offers advocacy; crisis
intervention; health, counseling and education
services; and referrals for legal and shelter services
to Native American women and children who have
suffered domestic violence.
This program is the only one in the
Albuquerque area that offers domestic violence
counseling with a focus on Native American
cultural sensitivity. Research shows that Native
American women are more likely to experience

domestic and sexual violence than non-Native
women. More than one in three Native women will
be raped in her life, and 39 percent of Native women
experience domestic violence in some form.
Through a Birthday Offering gift, this once-aweek program, currently run by volunteers out of La
Mesa Presbyterian Church, will be available five
days a week with staff. The money received will be
leveraged and allow them to compete for funding
locally from the City of Albuquerque and nationally,
from the Department of Justice and the
Administration for Children and Families. Blue
Corn Alliance hopes that these additional sources of
funding can be secured to help open a shelter.

Leadership Enhancement
Leadership Enhancement (LEC}-LEC developed a mission statement for its work: "We exist to empower
women to lead as effective, faithful followers of Christ in a continually changing world." LEC
commends Practicing God's Radical Hospitality for use in the following venues: presbytery gatherings
and local congregations; Presbyterian seminaries; General Assembly (for sale) and the 2014 Association
of Presbyterian Christian Educators conference. Principles from the resource will also be shared at the
2015 Churchwide Gathering.
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Spring Gathering in Cherryville
Spring Gathering this year is in Cherryville, a
lovely setting in the springtime. The speaker will
be Dianna Wright, Associate Presbyter and
African American Advocate from Salem
Presbytery. Dr. Wright is a graduate of the
Presbyterian School of Christian Education in
Richmond, Virginia, and Columbia Theological
Seminary in Decatur, Georgia. She has served the
church as a writer of curriculum, “These Days”
devotions, and Presbyterian youth resources, and
uses liturgical arts of dance, music, and drama in
ministry.
She is Educational Consultant and founder of
Kuumba Center for Christian Education and
Spiritual Growth in Florence, SC. Dianna enjoys
walking, sewing, crafts, reading, tutoring children,
music, and traveling.
Dr. Wright will be introducing the Horizons
Bible Study book for 2014-2015.
It is
“Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2
Corinthians.” The study was written by Elizabeth
Hinson-Hasty, the chair of the Department of
Theology at Bellarmine University in Louisville.
Her passions in life are listed on the PW website

as including social gospel theology, Christianity
and social justice, wealth inequalities, poverty
issues, and theologies from the margins.
The study looks at some of the writings of
Paul, one of the most influential authors in
Christianity. His world was in the midst of
change, just as ours is today. In this study we
look at what we can learn from Paul’s writings to
the Corinthians and consider how his theology
and ideas relate to the context of our time. It
challenges us to focus anew on these ancient
words as we discern what they mean for us and
the world in which we live today.
Join us in Cherryville the first Saturday in
April. Plan to travel with others and make the
ride a time of fellowship, and then meet with
other Presbyterian Women and make some new
friends. It will be a good day.
Registration forms and directions to the church
are on the following pages. If you need to spend
the night in the area, there are hotels not too far
away in Gastonia and Shelby where you might
look for accommodations. There are no hotels in
Cherryville.

Justice and Peace
In thinking about this article I kept coming back to the scripture in Micah 7b—”He has shown you, O
mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God.”
This is question for all of us. And we are all uniquely gifted by our God with many gifts. We have
influence in so many areas.
My challenge to myself and to us is to take this word from Micah into our hearts and to live into it.
From time to time I forward possible ways to be active from our Office of Public Witness. Some of
them may challenge you to action. You may be called to take a stand on a Moral Monday in Raleigh or to
become involved in a feeding program or some support action for the homeless. You may be led to work
with prisoners or farm workers or those hurting from domestic violence. The list can go on and on.
But you are faithful Presbyterian Women and I trust that you are finding ways to live out this word from
Micah. I am trying to find my ways of responding as well.
Margarette Kennerly

Presbyterian Women of the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina

SPRING GATHERING
April 5, 2014
First Presbyterian Church
Cherryville, NC
Y. DIANNA WRIGHT
2014-2015 BIBLE STUDY
“Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians”
Registration, Fellowship, and Exhibits 9:00 until 9:45 AM
Registration $10.00 (Includes lunch)
Lunch at 12:30 PM
Adjournment after lunch
Registration deadline – March 26
(Directions to Cherryville on next page)
*************************cut on this line*************************
Mail registration forms to:
Dot Descieux, 145 Governors View Road, Asheville, NC 28805
dotdes39@gmail.com 828-298-8852
NAME_________________________________________________
Phone #_____________________________________________
Church________________________________________
Email address_________________________________________
Please send check for $10.00 for registration and lunch, made out to :
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Registration deadline March 26, 2014

DIRECTIONS
Cherryville First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Academy and Mountain Streets
107 West Academy Street
Cherryville, NC
704/435-6064
From Asheville
Interstate 26 to Hwy 74 East towards Shelby. Stay on 74 Bypass. Take left onto Hwy
180; Take right onto Hwy 150 East to Cherryville (becomes Church Street in Cherryville); In Cherryville turn right onto Mountain Street (Hwy 274); Go thru 3rd stoplight
(Academy & Mountain Streets) and take right into church parking lot.
From Shelby
Hwy 150 East. Becomes Church Street in Cherryville; In Cherryville turn right onto
Mountain Street (Hwy 274); Go thru 3rd stoplight (Academy & Mountain Streets) and
take right into church parking lot.
From Belmont/Mt. Holly/Gastonia
1-85 south to Gastonia, exit 321 North. Go approx. 3 miles. Exit Hwy279/Cherryville
Follow Hwy 279 approx. 14 miles to Cherryville city limits.
Continue straight on East Main Street (Hwy 279 turns right) to stop light at the
intersection
Of Main Street and Mountain StreetlHwy 274.
Turn left and go one block to stop light.
Go through stop light (Academy & Mountain Streets) and turn right into parking lot.
From Hickory
Hwy 321 South to Lincolnton
From Lincolnton
Hwy 150 West into Cherryville. Hwy 150 becomes Church Street. Turn left onto Mountain Street (Hwy 274; Go thru 3rd stoplight (Academy & Mountain Streets) and take
right into church parking lot.
From Morganton
Hwy 18 to Hwy 27 to Hwy 274;" Hwy 274 becomes Mountain Street in Cherryville. FPC is
on the comer of Academy
& Mountain Street. Turn right into church parking lot.
,
From Bessemer City
Hwy 274 West into Cherryville. Hwy 274 becomes Mountain Street. FPC is on the comer
of Academy & Mountain Street. Turn left into church parking lot.
From Kings Mountain
Hwy 216 to Hwy 274 West into Cherryville. Hwy 274 becomes Mountain Street. FPC is
on the comer of Academy & Mountain Street. Turn left into church parking lot.
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Guatemala Partnership News
New Mission Co-worker to Guatemala
Amanda Craft, who has faithfully served as
a mission co-worker in the area of women’s
leadership development in Guatemala, has
accepted a new position as Regional Liaison for
Mexico and Guatemala. Amanda has been a great
resource to us in our Guatemala partnership and
we are grateful for her help and service. Please
continue to keep her and her family in your
prayers as they move to El Paso and transition to
new areas of ministry.
The PCUSA has called Sandi ThompsonRoyer to fill Amanda’s position. Sandi has been
involved in Guatemala previously and brings a
strong background working with women to her
new role. Sandi, along with her husband, Brian,
just completed their orientation in Louisville and
will spend three months visiting churches and
potential supporters before leaving for Guatemala
in May. Please keep Sandi and Brian in your
prayers. To learn more about them and to
subscribe to their newsletter go to: http://www.
presbyterianmission.org/ministries/mission
connections/thompson-royer-brian-and-sandi
Program Available for PW Groups
Looking for something special for your PW
meeting? Invite participants on the November
2013 trip to Guatemala to share their experiences
of the women's retreat. Contact Mimi Michael at
mimimichael@charter.net or 828-465-0335 to
arrange.
Shared Verse, Prayer, and Song for 2014
Written by participants in the women's retreat
in Guatemala, women from all three presbyteries

are encouraged to use this when their PW groups
meet as a way of remembering and praying for one
another. The theme of this year's verse, prayer,
and song revolves around Luke 1:49 which was
the theme of the women's retreat. Hand outs are
available.
Verse: For the Mighty One has done great things
for me - holy is his name." Luke 1:49
Prayer: Holy God, thank you for doing great
things for us. As we gather, we remember our
sisters in all three presbyteries. Have mercy on us
and help us continue this partnership of women.
May the plans and decisions we make glorify you.
In the name of Jesus, our Saviour, Amen
Song: Santo, Santo, Santo, mi corazon te adora!
Mi corazon te sabe decir: Santo eres, Dios!
Holy, holy, holy. My heart, my heart adores you!
My heart knows how to say to you: You are holy,
Lord!
Found in Sing the Faith #2007 or Glory to God
#595
Interested in Visiting Guatemala?
Our presbytery sends a delegation to
Guatemala every June to help participants learn
about Guatemala and get to know our partners.
These trips are open to all members of our
presbytery and are an excellent opportunity for
Presbyterian Women involvement in the
partnership. Applications for the June 10-17, 2014
trip
are
on
the
presbytery
website
(presbyterywnc.org; click on "Mission Trips") and
are due by March 3, 2014.
Mimi Michaels

Dates To Remember
April 5, 2014

Spring Gathering, 2014

Cherryville, NC

April 5, 2014

Spring CT Meeting

Cherryville, NC (after Spring
Gathering)

June 5—8, 2014

Synod PW Conference

Masenetta Springs Conference Grounds

Sept 6, 2014

Fall Gathering

First Presbyterian Church, Morganton

Sept 13, 2014

Fall Gathering

Canton Presbterian Chruch

Nov 1 2014

Fall CT Meeting

Morganton, NC
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