
     It was so good 
to see so many of 
you at our 2014 
Spring Gathering in 
Cherryville.  The 
w e a t h e r  w a s 
threatening the day 
before, but April 5 

dawned a beautiful day – a good 
day for joining our PW sisters for 
our annual Spring Gathering.  We 
are so thankful to the Presbyterian 
Women at Cherryville for their 
gracious hospitality and for all the 
thoughtful arrangements that were 
made for us that day.  Also, I am 
thankful to Dot Descieux, Vice 
Moderator of PW in the 
Presbytery, for the time and effort 
she put in to plan for this special 
day.  Nothing worth having comes 
easily, and all of Dot’s planning paid 

off mightily. 

     We are wrapping up our 2013-
2014 Bible Study – “An Abiding 
Hope” by Janice Catron.  Janice 
reminds us that Exodus and 
Deuteronomy hold powerful truths 
about a loving and almighty God 
who c ho ose s to  forge a 
relationship with human beings.  
This study has taught us about our 
relationship with God and the 
promise of what that relationship 
can be and becomes.  The central 
message has been a God who 
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redeems, who saves us from harsh 
circumstances and brings us to the 
fullness of life God intends for 
humanity.  Having just returned 
from a family reunion, these 
messages are clear to me as I see 
myself in my biological family, my 
PW family, and in the greater family 
of God.  Thanks be to God for the 

gift of these relationships! 

     The 2014-2105 study is now 
available.  This study is on 2 
Corinthians and is by Elizabeth 
Hinson-Hasty.  Visit http://
horizons.pcusa.org/bible.htm for 
more information and ordering this 
study.  One of our local churches, 
Grace Covenant in Asheville, 
served as a field test site for this 

study. 

     I am thankful for the 2014-2015 
Coordinating Team for PW in our 
Presbytery.  These dedicated 
women are there for you and for 
our Presbytery throughout the 
year.  Their contact information 
will be available in our new 
directory which will be available at 
the Fall Gatherings.  Your cluster 
leaders will be in contact with the 
local moderators to update 
information and answer questions 
as needed.  Please take the time to 
thank these faithful women as you 
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have the opportunity. 

 

Look further in this newsletter for information about 
our Fall Gatherings.  Registration will begin in late 
July. 

 

Have a wonderful summer, and avail yourself of one 
of the PW conferences.  If you can’t get to 
Harrisonburg, VA for the Synod Conference, 
consider commuting to Montreat in August for the 
Women’s Connection.  I hope to see you soon! 

 

Barbara McLean, Moderator 

PW, Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

(Continued from page 1) 

SAVE THE DATES  Repo r t  f r om  t h e  Mod e r a t o r  ( c o n t )  

     Begin your Fall calendars with these important 

dates circled!  September 6th, the Western Fall 

Gathering at Canton and September 13th,  the East-

ern Fall Gathering at Morganton! 

     These events are always times of wonderful 

learning, fellowship and inspiration and you will not 

want to miss our 2014 events.  We will have time to 

be introduced to our Bible Study on 2nd Corinthians, 

hear from our Guatamala travelers, get tips on being 

effective leaders and discover how we can express 

our faith in new ways!  Each gathering  will be a 

rich tapestry for participants to interact with the 

leaders and one another as we share our love of be-

ing Presbyterian Women as well as fellowship 

around the lunch table! 

     September 6th and September 13th….important 
dates for your calendar!  Details and registration in 
our next newsletter!   

     In just 14 months it will be time for the 2015 

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women.  

This special triennial Gathering will take place 

June 28-21 of 2015 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The theme for the event 

will be “One Body, One Spirit” based on 1 

Corinthians 12:12-13.  Registration is $395 per 

person with hotel rooms costing $169 + tax per 

day with up to 4 people in one room.   Registration 

will open early in 2015, so start saving now for 

this special event. 

2 0 1 5  CHURCHWIDE  GATHER ING  

PW Synod Summer Gathering will be held June 5-

8, 2014:  The PW Synod Summer Gathering will 

be held at Massanetta Springs Camp and 

Conference Center in Harrisonburg,, VA.  The 

Bible Study leader will be Dr. Elizabeth Hinson-

Hasty; the Rev. Nona Holy will be the Sunday 

worship leader; the Rev. Emily Owens will be the 

Thursday evening keynoter. 

2014  SYNOD GATHERING 
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New Developments and Ways to Participate in the Guatemala Partnership 
For more information contact Mimi Michael at mimimichael@charter.net or  828-465-0335  

 
Shared Verse, Prayer, and Song for 2014:  Written by participants in the women's retreat in Guatemala, 

women from all three presbyteries are encouraged to use this when PW groups meet as a way of remembering 

and praying for one another.  Hand outs or bookmarks are available; please contact me if interested. 

Verse: For the Mighty One has done great things for me - holy is his name."  Luke 1:49 

Prayer:  Holy God, thank you for doing great things for us.  As we gather, we remember our sisters in all 

three presbyteries.  Have mercy on us and help us continue this partnership of women.  May the plans and 

decisions we make glorify you.  In the name of Jesus, our Savior, Amen 

Song:  Found in Sing the Faith #2007 or Glory to God #595 

Holy, holy, holy.  My heart, my heart adores you! My heart knows how to say to you:  You are holy, Lord!  

Santo, Santo, Santo, mi corazon te adora!  Mi corazon te sabe decir:  Santo eres, Dios! 

 
Card shower:  As a follow up to our retreat, we are planning a card shower for the Guatemalan women.  

Women here are asked to take a card and fill it out completing the sentence  "One mighty thing God has done 

for me is..."  Cards will be collected at our Fall Gatherings, translated, and delivered to Guatemala in 

November.  We will also carry blank cards to Guatemala for women there to fill out and return to us.  In this 

way we hope to make personal connections and encourage each other in faith.  Please contact me to obtain 

cards for you or your PW group. 

 
Microloans: At the November 2013 women's retreat in Guatemala, the Guatemalan women expressed great 

interest in the idea of microloans.  Given the difficult economic situations most face, microloans could help 

them establish small businesses to supplement income.  There is a task force meeting here to learn more and 

help develop plans and policies.  At the same time the women's groups from each presbytery in Guatemala are 

writing their proposals.  A Guatemala Microloan Fund has been established to provide start up funds for these 

loans.  Presbyterian Women across our presbytery are asked to consider contributing $20 to the Microloan 

Fund to celebrate the 20 years we have had a partnership with Guatemala.  Checks, made payable to 

PWPWNC and designated for Guatemala Microloan Fund,  should be sent to Becky Lineberger, PW 

Treasurer, 1738 Charles Raper Jonas Hwy, Mt Holly, NC 28120. 

 
Plan a PW special event to learn more about Guatemala:  Learn as much as you can about Guatemala:  

read books, watch documentaries, or invite someone to speak to your group.  Participants in the women's 

retreat in Guatemala (Margarette Kennerly, Patricia Clark, Sue Unnasch, Ellen Dozier, Mimi Michael) are 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 
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willing to come share their experiences with your group.  If you would like to prepare Guatemalan food as part 

of your event, contact me for recipes.   

 
Remember Sandi and Brian Thompson Royer in prayer as they head to Guatemala in May to begin 

language school.  Sandi will be working with the women in Guatemala in the position formerly held by 

Amanda Craft. 

 
Thank you for your interest and support of the Guatemala Partnership! 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP (CONT)  

Mission Trip to New York City, August 3-9, 
2014:  PW is working with Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance to organize a mission trip to New York 

City.  This will be a hands-on work experience to 

assist with the rebuilding of New York as a result 

of damage inflicted by Hurricane Sandy.  Lodging 

and meals will be provided by First Presbyterian 

Church in Jamaica, Queens.  The cost of this mis-

sion trip is $220 per person which includes ac-

commodations for 6 nights, all meals, a group 

leader, and administrative costs.  Contact Kathy 

Reeves at Katherine.reeves@pcusa.org or at 888-

728-7228, ext. 5402 for more information.  

MISSION TRIP 

Women’s Connection, August 7-10, 2014:  
“Daughter of God” is the theme for the 2014 
Conference for Women at the Montreat Conference 
Center.  Women have been given many labels by 
society.  This conference is planned to give you 
pause and respite for your soul as you explore what 
it means to be called by name.  The name 
“Daughter of God” claims you in your baptism, 
nurtures you, and sustains you throughout your 
journey.  Enjoy the newly renovated Assembly Inn 
for a cost of $339.50 - $414.40 including 
registration.  The commuter fee is $168 per person 
before June 26.  If you are interested, call 800-572-
2257 ext. 339 or e-mail the registrar at 
SusanA@montreat.org. 

WOMEN’S  CONNECTION 

Next year’s Bible study books can be ordered and picked up at the Synod Summer Gathering in June. Contact 

Carissa Herold either by email or by calling her at 888–728 –7228. All orders need to be in by June 1. Her 

email is Carissa.Herold@PCUSA.org. Contact her for further information. 

HORIZON BIBLE STUDY BOOKS 
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     Congratulations to the recipients of the 2014-15 

PWWNC Scholarshipl   Jade Jones is a senior at 

Asheville High School and a member of Calvary 

Presbyterian Church in Asheville.  She is active in 

her church youth program, helps with Girls of Faith 

( last year’s Faith Fund recipient) and plays piano for 

worship services.  She is a member of National 

Honor Society and a volunteer for Habitat for 

Humanity.  Jade has been accepted at UNC Charlotte 

and Western Carolina University.    

      August Nye is a senior at Brevard High School 

and a member of Brevard Davidson Presbyterian 

Church where she is active in the youth group.   She 

is a choir member and an accomplished flutist.  An 

excellent student, August is in the band program, the 

Environmental Club and the Creative Writing Club.  

She plans to attend Berea College in Kentucky where 

she will study music and psychology. 

      Last year’s recipient Christian Bonner is 

completing his second year at NC State where he 

continues to maintain excellent grades.  Fellow 

recipient Tamela Queen is completing her first year 

at App State where she also excels. 

      All four of these students wish to express their 

appreciation to Presbyterian Women for this honor 

and financial assistance.  I appreciate the cooperation 

of Moderators and members who provide the 

information found in your handbook or on line at the 

PWNC web site.  For further information e-mail Ellie 

Mercer at elliem@comporium.net or call 828-885-

7276. 

  

JUSTICE AND PEACE 

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 

     This Thanksgiving I had just received the 

Presbyterian Giving Catalog and decided to give 

our 3 oldest grandchildren(elementary ages) $50 

each to shop in the catalog for their Christmas Gifts. 

They each enjoyed looking at the many 

opportunities and chose to give:  a family of 

chickens - $25,farming tools - $10, one bag of seeds

- $30, YAV Spanish lessons - $25, a school kit - 

$15, a kitchen kit - $25 and Public Transportation 

Assistance - $20. 

     At Christmas I cut up the catalog and made them 

cards with photos of their gift choices. They were 

gifted with being able to give to others! I pray they 

grow into givers to those in need. Perhaps this 

experience  will help motivate them. ( I do confess I 

gave them each something else as well but it was 

much less expensive gifts than usual. 

    What a wonderful opportunity this catalog is for 

your shopping for family and friends. 

     You can find it at presbyterian gifts.org. 
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     On Saturday, April 5, at Cherryville Presbyteri-

an Church, 132 Presbyterian Women met together 

and celebrated the Spring Gathering.  Moderator Ja-

net Fisher and the Women of Cherryville did a mag-

nificent job of hosting the Gathering.  Pastor Bill 

Lowe was present to welcome everyone, and the 

Music Director provided magnificent music for the 

service.   

     Officers for the next term were elected and then 

they were installed by Synod Moderator Brenda 

Brown with an impressive water ceremony.  The 

recipient of the $700 from the Faith Fund for this 

year was Family Promise of Gaston County, a group 

that assists homeless families and is supported by 

several area churches.  The Guatemala Team gave a 

report on their recent visit, using a conversational 

style which was very interesting and informative for 

everyone.  They also led the group in the verse, 

prayer, and song shared with the women in the sister 

congregations in Guatemala. 

The offering this year in the amount of $1420.00 

was designated for Malawi and Dr. Barbara Nagy at 

Nkhoma Hospital. The theme for the Gathering was 

“Living Authentically Through Change,” based on 

the anticipated PW Bible Study on Paul’s Second 

Letter to the Corinthians for next year.  Our speaker 

was Dr. Y. Dianna Wright who serves as Associate 

Presbyter for Equip, an African American Ministries 

for Salem Presbytery.  She has worked extensively 

in Christian Education, has written curriculum and 

Bible Studies, and has participated in work in other 

countries with her gifts and experiences.  Her 

presentation was very relevant to the work of PW 

and the experiences of Women every day, and well 

received by all. 

     The meeting closed with a lovely luncheon by 

the Ladies of Cherryville Presbyterian Church, 

topped off by some magnificent and delicious des-

serts.  Thanks to all these Women for their hospitali-

ty, their food, and the love that they shared with all.  

They are an inspiration and a model for a job well 

done. 

                          Dot Descieux, First Vice Moderator 

SPRING GATHERING 2014 

In July 1988, Presbyterian Women was created, bringing together the best of the women’s organizations from 
the two denominations that merged to become the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  So for 25 years now, our 
beloved organization has been witnessing to the promise of God’s kingdom and transforming lives around the 
world. And of course, this young group is carrying on the more-than-200-year tradition of Presbyterian women 
meeting, praying and acting together in shared love of God! 

PW IS 25 YEARS OLD 
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Dear Presbyterian Women: 

     On behalf of the Board of Directors of Family Promise of Gaston County, I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to thank you for the Faith Fund Award in the amount of $700.00.  We are grateful and appreciative for 

your kindness. 

     Family Promise is a non-profit agency organized by many of our local congregations in Gaston County to 

assist homeless families with food, shelter, counseling services and opportunities to remedy the causes of their 

individual homelessness.  The children served as guests of Family Promise of Gaston County receive counsel-

ing and tutorial assistance in order to help them deal with the stresses that come with being homeless. 

Your very generous gift will help us provide these very valuable services to the families we serve. 

Sincerely 

Donyel B. Barber, Executive Director 

A THANK YOU 

YOUR COORDINATING TEAM 

MODERATOR  

Barbara McLean  barbaram_2@charter.net 

1st VICE MODERATOR  

Dorothy (Dot) Descieux cayes3@aol.com 

2ND VICE MODERATOR  

Mary Lou Nash  mlfn@att.net 

SECRETARY   

Jane Lee Vondette jlvo@aol.com 

TREASURER  

Becky Lineberger beckyl@carolina.rr.com 

JUSTICE & PEACE FAC.  

Margarette Kennerly  mfkennerly@yahoo.com 

SPIRITUAL NURTURE  

Madge Murray  mmsmmurray@bellsouth.net 

CELEBRATION GIVING  

Chris Gantt  teegantt@gmail.com  

MISSIONS FACILITATOR 

Sue Unnasch  sueunnasch@att.net 

GUATMALAN PARTNERSHIP  

Mimi Michael  mimimichael@charter.net 

HISTORIAN  

Tina Joyner  twjoyner@bellsouth.net  

SCHOLARSHIP FACILITATOR 

Eleanor (Ellie) Mercer eleanormercer@outlook.com 

If you are receiving the Joyful Noise by snail mail and you have an email address, please send it to us so we 

may begin to send the Joyful Noise to you via email in order to save the postage.  Send your email address 

along with your name and the name of your church to pwjoyfulnoise@aol.com.  Thank you. 



Dates to Remember 

June 1, 2014  Birthday Offering Due  Presbytery Treasurer 

June 5-8, 2014  Synod Summer Gathering  Massenetta Springs, Harrisonburg, VA 

July 1, 2014  List of New Officers Due  Presbytery Secretary 

Aug. 3-9, 2014 Mission Trip     New York, NY 

Aug. 7-10, 2014 Women’s Connection   Montreat, NC 

Sept. 6, 2014  Western Fall Gathering  Canton, NC 

Sept. 13, 2014  Eastern Fall Gathering  Morganton, NC  

Nov. 1, 2014  Mission Pledge Due   Presbytery Moderator 

June 18-21, 2015 Churchwide Gathering  Minneapolis, Minnesota    
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