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R e p o r t f ro m t h e M o d e r a t o r
Greetings from
your Presbytery of
Western
North
Carolina PW Coordinating Team.
Since we last
communicated with you, we have
had
two
successful
Fall
Gatherings and our Fall CT
meeting. A surprise snow storm
in the mountains necessitated rescheduling our meeting from
November 1 to November 8.
Many thanks to Sylvia McBane
and the First Presbyterian Church
in Morganton for hosting us. The
food and the fellowship were
outstanding.

·

·
·

·

Some highlights from this
meeting for local churches are as
follows:

· Reminder that Mission Pledge
information is due to our
treasurer, Becky Lineberger
(beckyl@carolina.rr.com) with
a
copy
to
me
(barbaram_2@charter.net) by
November 15, 2014.
· Please prayerfully consider
taking a leadership position on
our Presbytery CT. Positions

·

for
2015-2016
include
Moderator Elect, Justice and
Peace Facilitator,
Spiritual
Nurture Facilitator, Mission
Facilitator, Celebration Giving,
and Cluster leaders for IV, V,
IX, X, XI, and XII. Contact
Barbara McLean if you have
questions about any of these.
Dot Descieux has agreed to
represent our Presbytery on the
Racial
Ethnic
Dialogue
Committee for the Synod.
Ellie Mercer will represent our
Presbytery on the Synod PW
Scholarship Committee.
We plan to offer on line
registration for our Gatherings
from now on. The usual paper
registrations will continue to be
accepted.
Our 4 PWP Scholarship
Recipients are doing well. See
page 17 in the directory for
information on how to apply.
Ellie Mercer’s corrected email is
eleanormercer@outlook.com.
Dates for the Fall Gatherings are
tentatively set for Sept. 26 and
October 10 of 2015.

Our Fall Gatherings were well
attended and 32 different churches
sent at least 1 person.
The
workshops were widely appreciated.
(Continued on page 2)

Moderator Information
Barbara McLean
2 Woodbury Rd.
Asheville, NC 28804
828-254-1034
barbaram_2
@charter.net

Please pass this
issue of Joyful
Noise
to
the
person responsible
for
distributing
information to the
Presbyterian
Women in your
church.
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Report from the Moderator (cont)
(Continued from page 1)

This is a wonderful time to come and talk with
others about joys and concerns of PWs in your
congregations. Over 135 women attended the
gatherings. At Morganton, $1116 was raised for the
Microloan Project and at Canton $803 was given
for the school backpack program.
At this time of the year when we intentionally
think about the abundance we have, I am reminded
that in every season of life, we can act and speak
from a grateful heart. I am grateful for the
willingness of our Coordinating Team to give of
their gifts to keep our work active and meaningful.
And I’m thankful to each woman in our local
churches for your steadfastness and service to God
and your community. As we find ways to give,
rather than to receive, we discover the meaning and
joy of abundance.

Scholarship Information
Presbyterian Women offer two scholarships to
assist our members who are enrolled in college or
plan to attend college ( 4 yr) in the fall of 2015.
Each scholarship is $1500 per year paid in two
installments and the recipient can renew for a second
year if criteria is met.
As Presbyterian Women you can be helpful in
making this opportunity known to your members.
The application information is in the Presbyterian
Women Handbook for 2014-2015. You may also
access the information at the PWNC website
www.presbyterywnc.org. Click on Presbyterian
women, then scholarship application. PLEASE
NOTE THAT MY NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS IS
eleanormercer@outlook.com.
The telephone
number and address remains the same.
You may contact me or refer potential applicants
so that I may assist them in this process.
Ellie Mercer PW Scholarship Facilitator

Barbara McLean Moderator
Churchwide Gathering registration
booklets available
Churchwide Gathering registration opens
January 15! Be sure everyone in your PW group
has a copy of the registration booklet. Horisons
subscribers receive one with their November/
December issue. Additional copies are available
from Presbyterian Distribution Service, 800-5242612 (item CWG150001).

Note new toll-free number
Note that the toll-free number for Presbyterian
Women, Inc's national offices has changed. The new
number is 1-844-797-2872 (1-844-PWPCUSA).

UN CSW application deadline is upon us!
Join the Presbyterian delegation at the 59th Session
of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. The
group meets March 9-20, 2015 in New York

If you are receiving the Joyful Noise by snail mail and you have an email address, please send it to us so we
may begin to send the Joyful Noise to you via email in order to save the postage. Send your email address
along with your name and the name of your church to pwjoyfulnoise@aol.com. Thank you.
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G u a t e m a l a Pa r t n e r s h i p
Card Shower: Many thanks to all who participated in the card shower for the Guatemalan women. Women here
responded to the prompt "One of the great things God has done for me is..." What an encouragement to read all the
stories of faith! We received about 200 responses, and here is a sampling:
- Letting me be born to Christian parents who gave me so many wonderful educational opportunities that enriched my
life in so many ways and who still bless me even after 82 years.
-God has given me a place in his kingdom. I am blessed with good health. Thank you Dear Lord!
-God gifted me with compassion and concern for others. With my nursing degree, I have been able to touch the lives
of many.
- He has blessed me with a long and productive life, a fine family, and opportunities to serve him.
- God has given me courage and strength to do things I couldn't have done on my own.
- He has honored me by allowing me to volunteer at a Women's Correctional Center. What a blessing!
- He has been present in my life through the long and painful illness and death of my husband.
- Forgiving me of my sins
- God has given me courage and strength to face health issues. Praise His name with joyful sound!
As you read this edition of The Joyful Noise, the cards will be on their way to the women's groups of each of our
partner churches in Guatemala. May God use them to bless and encourage our Guatemalan sisters!
Microloan Project: The response to the microloan project has been tremendous! As of late October, the total
contributed has been $3,426.00. Thank you for your generous response! A group from our presbytery will be in
Guatemala from Nov. 1st-12th. On November 3rd, there will be a follow-up meeting with the women to discuss the
microloan project. That morning, we will be blessed to have a woman who has great experience working with
microloans give a presentation and training, and following this, we plan to work through all the necessary decisions
regarding the project. Please continue to pray for God's wisdom and direction as we proceed. This project has great
potential to address needs and place income-generating and cost- or health-saving projects within reach of our
Guatemalan sisters.

Faith Fund Information
In 2004 accumulated money in the Presbyterian Women’s bank account was invested in the Presbyterian Foundation
New Covenant Funds. This is called the FAITH Fund.
Each year since, the annual earnings have been awarded to a benevolent church or community project within our
Presbytery. Applications are submitted by the Presbyterian Women in the congregations by the end of the year. The
moderator, vice-moderator, and treasurer select the recipient. The recipient is announced at the Spring Gathering. The
amount of money will vary depending on the performance of the investment.
Application forms are found on page 13 of the Handbook & Directory. They are due to Becky Lineberger by
December 31, 2014.

Dates to Remember
Nov. 15, 2014

Mission Pledge Due

Presbytery Moderator, Treasurer

Jan. 31, 2015

2014 Histories Due

Presbytery Historian

Feb 14, 2015

Winter Coordinating Team Meeting (Snow Date 2/28)

April 25, 2015

Spring Gathering,

Black Mountain Presbyterian Church

June 12-14, 2015

Synod Summer Gathering,

Massanetta Springs, VA

June 18-21, 2015

Churchwide Gathering,

Minneapolis, MN

September 26 and
Fall Gatherings, PW PWNC

Asheville, NC 28805
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