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R e p o r t f ro m t h e M o d e r a t o r
It was wonderful
to see so many of
you at our Spring
Gathering on April
25
in
Black
Mountain.
Please
see Dot Descieux’s summary of the
day in this newsletter.

Please read Mimi Michael’s report
in this issue for a full accounting of
our microloan project.
Several
weeks ago, our first checks were
written for the loans. We have
wonderful pictures of this day
which we shared at the Gathering
and at Presbytery.

At its April meeting, I reported
on the year 2014 in the life of
Presbyterian Women so that all
could know of the work we are
doing. A summary of this report
follows.

Our funds are now depleted and
we need to raise more for the 2nd
cycle of loans which will begin in
the fall. The rate of repayment is
anticipated to be around 85%, but
we have no way of knowing at this
time whether that will be accurate
for our project. So we are asking
for your donations to keep this
project alive. We need prayers for
those women starting their new
businesses and for PW in our
Presbytery as we continue to raise
funds. At the fall gatherings, we
will share the stories of individual
women and their projects so that
you can have a picture of how your
money is helping our PW sisters.
This is a unique project for PW in

The focus of our work affirms
our purpose – to do Bible Study,
support mission, work for justice
and peace, and work to build
community – or in newer language
to build relationships. Of the 109
churches in our Presbytery, 59 have
active PW groups. In 2014, we
raised over $62,000 to support our
mission. The financial information
distributed at the Gathering breaks
down the amount of money
received and where it went.

(Continued on page 2)

Moderator Information
Barbara McLean
2 Woodbury Rd.
Asheville, NC 28804
828-254-1034
barbaram_2
@charter.net

Please pass this
issue of Joyful
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Report from the Moderator (cont.)
(Continued from page 1)

the PC(USA) – and we are so happy to be on the
cutting edge and to be living into our purpose in this
way.

now to attend one of our Fall Gatherings. Complete
information about the gatherings will be in the
summer issue of Joyful Noise.

Have a great summer!
The summer holds many opportunities for
learning and networking with Presbyterian Women.
Please see below the events that are offered. Plan

Barbara McLean, Moderator

Missions Report

The Presbyterian Women of First Church
Gastonia held their annual Birthday Luncheon on
May 4. We were honored to have as our speaker
Mimi Michael, Coordinator of the Guatemalan
Microloan project. The luncheon began with the
reading of the Bible verse and prayer which we
share with our Guatemalan sisters. Mimi brought
the group up to date on the Microloan project. We
were excited to hear that 18 women from each of
the two Guatemalan presbyteries have been
identified and have each been given $125.00 loans,
to be repaid in October, 2015.
Mimi stressed the “God Moments” that
happened in order to make this project happen. The
first took place in NC when the task force was being
formed. A “chance” meeting with someone who had
been a Young Adult Volunteer in Guatemala who
had also worked in microlending for a non-profit in
Asheville led to his invaluable contributions to the
Microloan Task Force. The second moment took

place at a PW retreat in Guatemala, where Mimi
and her team met a women who had worked with
microloan projects.
The third moment also
occurred in Guatemala at a workshop on
microloans.
The workshop was led by a
representative of ADEHGUA, a non-profit with
experience in administering microloans. This led to
a partnership between our presbytery PW and
ADEHGUA.
With the passion shared by the dedicated women
on our partnership team and the ADEHGUA staff,
we are on our way to helping empower these
women to lift themselves and their families out of
poverty. We are grateful to Mimi for taking the
time to speak to us. We ended the program by
singing the shared hymn, “I Have The Life of Jesus
Down In My Heart”. See Mimi’s article in this
Joyful Noise to find out how you can be involved.
By Ellen Cinq-Mars, Mission Facilitator, Western
North Carolina Presbyterian Women
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CEDAW: An Issue of Justice and Peace
Do you know what Iran, Somalia, Sudan,

collecting signed postcards to deliver to senators,

Nauru, Palau, Tonga, and the United States have in

educating them about the importance of the United

common?

They are the seven United Nations

States ratification of CEDAW. Each postcard has a

members who have not adopted the treaty from the

preprinted message and leaves room for a personal

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

note to your senator. You can order free packs of

Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). This

ten from Presbyterian Distribution Service by

international bill of rights for women requires the

calling

member nations to promise to “incorporate the

PWR11227.

1-800-524-2612

and

requesting

item

At a more local level, urge your city to adopt

principle of equality of men and women in their
legal system, abolish all discriminatory laws and

CEDAW principles.

adopt appropriate ones prohibiting discrimination

community who are concerned about ending

against women; to establish tribunals and other

violence against women and girls. Then meet with

public institutions to ensure the effective protection

local government leaders. For tips on talking with

of women against discrimination; and to ensure

government

elimination of all acts of discrimination against

citiesforcedaw.org.

women by persons, organizations, or enterprises.”

1

While the Unites States has not adopted the

CEDAW in local policy. In fact, North Carolina is
one of the states working to do just that. There is
an

organization

named

Women

NC

which

advocates for North Carolina General Assembly as
well as NC Senator support for the approval of
CEDAW. Women NC also educate others about
CEDAW and what can be done to lead to

representatives,

http://

Let me know about your

and nationally.
As we work together for justice and peace for all
people, we should remember the words of
Zechariah 7:9: “’This is what the Lord Almighty
said:

‘Administer true justice; show mercy and

compassion to one another.”’
1

UN Women, “Text of the Convention,” 2009;

www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/cedaw.htm,
Accessed May 8, 2015.

ratification of the treaty. For more information on
the efforts of this group, visit their website at

Michele Simmons

www.womennc.org.

Justice and Peace Facilitator

What else can you do? The CEDAW Project is

visit

projects and ideas to help enforce CEDAW locally

treaty, there are many cities across the country
which are working to apply the principles of the

Talk with others in your
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The Microloan Project Has Begun!
With the support of ADEHGUA, a non-profit organization in Guatemala, thirty-six women, eighteen each
from Suchitepequez and Sur Occidente presbyteries, received training in April 2015 and were then given
$125 loans to embark on or expand business ventures. The ADEHGUA staff have sent excellent photos and
reports and are currently visiting and accompanying these women as they implement their projects. THANK
YOU to the women of this presbytery for your interest, prayers, support, and financial gifts which have made
this project possible! Following repayment of their loans in October 2015, these same women will be offered
second installments as an opportunity to continue to build their businesses. If space becomes available,
additional women may join at that time. The goal is for the project to eventually expand to other locations
within the presbyteries and thereby serve more women.
Ways to be involved:
1. Pray for ADEHGUA and the Guatemalan women as they implement their projects. 2. Notify Mimi
Michael at (828) 234-0176 or mimimichael17@gmail.com if you would like to be in prayer for a specific
woman. You will be sent a name along with additional information as it becomes available.
3. Notify Mimi if you would like to be added to an email list to receive periodic email updates on the
microloan project.
4. Ongoing financial support for this project is needed. To contribute, send checks payable to PW PWNC
and designated for the Guatemala Microloan Fund to:
Becky Lineberger, PW Treasurer
1738 Charles Raper Jonas Hwy
Mt Holly, NC 28120.
5. Members of the Microloan Task Force are ready, willing, and able to share more about this project with
your PW group or church. For more information or to arrange a program, contact Mimi or another individual
listed below.
Microloan Task Force members:
Ellen Dozier (828-403-3988) or ellendozier@hotmail.com
Barbara McLean (828-254-1034) or barbaram_2@charter.net
Jamie Beasley, Patricia Clark, Margarette Kennerly, Ben Hill, Susan Maveety,
Ginnie Stevens, Buzz Durham

(Continued on page 5)
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The Microloan Project Has Begun! (cont.)

Women from Santo Domingo after receiving their loans.

(Continued from page 4)

Shared Verse, Prayer and Song for 2015
Each year, women from the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and our two partner presbyteries in
Guatemala recite a Shared Verse, Prayer and Song during their PW and circle meetings as a way to remember and
pray for one another. Bookmarks for 2015 were distributed at our Spring Gathering. Additional copies are
available by contacting Mimi Michael at 828-465-0335 or mimimichael17@gmail.com.

Verse: Jesus said, "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." John 10:10
Prayer: Gracious God, in you we know light, life, and love. You beckon us to your table; we eat our fill. You
pour out your love; our cups overflow. We lift up prayers; you do more than we can ask or imagine. Thank you,
God, for showing us the abundance of your goodness. Be with our sisters in our partner presbyteries. Strengthen
them in their inner beings, dwell in their hearts; root and ground them in love, that they may be filled with all
fullness of you. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
Song: I have the life of Jesus down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart, I have the life of Jesus down
in my heart, down in my heart to stay.
Yo tengo vida, vida en mi corazon, en mi corazon, en mi corazon, yo tengo vida, vida en mi corazon,
porque Christo me salvo.
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Spring Gathering 2015
On Saturday, April 25, 2015, 160 Presbyterian
Women convened the Spring Gathering at Black
Mountain Presbyterian Church. The rain and
clouds outside did not dampen the spirits nor shed
any gloom on the proceedings. It was a true
celebration as PW groups are known to do.
Moderator Penny Mayronne led the Women of
Black Mtn. in hosting the glorious event. Black
Mtn’s brand new Pastor, the Rev. Mary Katherine
Robinson, welcomed the group, and Mr. Heath
Rada gave greetings from the General Assembly
and an update on some encouraging news about
PCUSA in the world.
Officers for the next term were elected and then
they were installed. Scholarship recipients were
announced; three of them were present, along with
some of their family members. The Faith Fund
recipient group was Swannanoa Valley
Transitional Housing, a local group assisting
women from prison into new lives out in society.
The Microloan Project in Guatemala is off the
ground, with loans of $125 each having been
distributed to the first excited group of women.
Recipients are also being prayed for individually
by women in our Presbytery. More donations are
always welcome, allowing more loans to be made.
Brian and Sandi Thompson-Royer, our mission co
-workers in Guatemala, shared some of their work
with us.
The offering recipient group was “On Eagles
Wings,” a non-profit based in WNC, whose
mission is to help women and girls who have been

sexually exploited. We were happy to contribute
to them the $1748.00 offering.
The highlight of the morning was the
presentation by the Rev. Kristy Farber, Associate
Pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in
Asheville. Kristy grew up outside of Seattle and
graduated from the University of Washington.
She taught high school English before working in
campus ministry in Tacoma. That led her to
seminary at Princeton, NJ, and a Masters in
Divinity. She is married to Seth and they have
two children, Maya and Samuel.
Kristy had an outstanding program which led
into the Bible Study for next year, “Come to the
Waters.” She showed some images of modern
day events and relationships in which water was a
factor, whether for good or for bad, and had
people talk in small groups about memories in
their own lives where they were affected by water,
some pleasant and joyful, and others frightening
and even terrifying. Everyone agreed that the
experience was very meaningful and thought
provoking.
The meeting closed with a lovely luncheon
which was enjoyed by all. There were two unique
cakes for dessert, one of which was decorated with
an edible picture of the Black Mtn. Church.
Thank you very much, ladies of Black Mtn. for
helping us to have a day to remember.

Dot Descieux, First Vice Moderator

Spring Gathering Offering
The offering given at the Spring Gathering on April 25, 2015, went to ‘On Eagles Wings’. This
ministry was founded by Emily Fitchpatrick, who was at the gathering and spoke to us. This project was
chosen by the 2012 USA Mission Experience after hearing an impassioned presentation during their trip to
our area. Emily followed a call to rescue girls from sex trafficking and help them to live a better and safer
life. The organization is headquartered in Charlotte, NC. The offering was $1,748.00.
Becky Lineberger
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Scholarship
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2015/16
Andrew Davis, First Presbyterian Church Morganton, a senior at Robert Patton High School in Morganton…parents Scott and Krista Davis, Moderator Susan Berley….Pastor is Adam Bowling. Andrew
will attend North Park University in Chicago in the fall planning a major in pre-dentistry/biology. Andrew was recommended for his service as Elder, participation in mission trips, leadership at Camp
Grier and in his own church and an outstanding academic record. One of his future goals is to continue to help the Guatemala partnership as evidenced in his senior project. Andrew and his mother attended the Gathering. He thanked the women.
Kaylin Roberts, Southminster Presbyterian Church in Gastonia, a freshman at Appalachian State
University… parents William and Dawn Roberts, ( no PW Moderator), recommended by Elder and
Clerk of Session Joanne Mitchell, Pastor Dan Oedy and Youth Coordinator Alisa Bevens. Kaylin majors in Secondary Education with a math minor. Kaylin was recommended for her leadership and participation with the youth at Black Mtn. Home for Children as well as participation with youth in her
church and her outstanding academic record. She plans to become a teacher. Kaylin and her parents
attended the Gathering. She thanked the women.
Tamela Queen, App State recipient for 2013-2015 and her grandmother, Pat Hula attended the Gathering.
Tamela thanked the members for the financial support she received.
Continuing Scholarship recipients are Jada Jones at UNC Charlotte and August Nye at Berea College in
Kentucky….. I stay in touch by e-mail with these students who will be eligible for a second year upon receipt
of their semester grades. (must be a 2.0 or better)
Information about the scholarships is available on-line at the PCWNC website under Presbyterian Women
or in the handbook. Please call or e-mail me with your questions or concerns. I can be reached at 828-8857276 and e-mail eleanormercer@outlook.com.
Ellie Mercer, Scholarship Facilitator

Faith Fund
In 2004 accumulated money in the Presbyterian
Women’s bank account was invested in the
Presbyterian Foundation New Covenant Funds.
This is called the FAITH Fund.
Each year since, the annual earnings have been
awarded to a project within our Presbytery.
Applications are submitted by the Presbyterian
Women in the congregations by the end of the year.
The moderator, vice-moderator, and treasurer select
the recipient. The recipient is announced at the
Spring Gathering.
The Faith Fund award this year went to the
Swannanoa Valley Transitional Housing – The
Pfaff House at the Spring Gathering on April 25,

2015. The Transitional Residence Program – The
Pfaff House is available for women who are
without a home plan, once they are released from
prison. Their primary goal is to reduce recidivism
in the women’s prison population. The Pfaff House
give the women a safe, secure and encouraging
environment and helps them to get the physical,
mental, and emotional support and the treatment
they may need.
This application was made by the PW of Black
Mountain Presbyterian Church. The award given
was $700.00.
Becky Lineberger

Dates to Remember
June 12-14, 2015

Synod Summer Gathering, Massanetta Springs, VA

June 18-21, 2015

Churchwide Gathering, Minneapolis, MN

July 1, 2015

List of New Officers to Secretary

August 6-9, 2015

Women’s Connection, Montreat, NC

September 26,2015

Eastern Fall Gathering, PWNC – First Pres, Belmont, NC

October 3, 2015

Western Fall Gathering, PWNC, Sylva Presbyterian Church

November 7, 2015

Fall Presbytery CT meeting – Grace Covenant, Ashevile
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