
  

   It would be easy to 

assume that this is a 

slow time of year in 

the life of our 

Presbytery PW, but 

a lot of behind-the 

scenes work is being done. 

    In January, we requested annual 

reports from the local church PWs.  

These become a part of our history 

for the year 2014 and also for my 

report to the Synod PW for that 

time period.  It is very inspiring to 

read about the work that is being 

done.  While many of us have small 

groups now, the amount of love and 

care that goes into mission projects 

both local and global is impressive.  

Thank you to all of those who 

completed the report and returned it 

to us.  No church is too small to get 

involved in the life of their 

community and to support our 

mission efforts around the globe. 

    The Coordinating Team met on 

Valentine’s Day at the Black 

Mountain Presbyterian Church.  

Our Spring Gathering is set to meet 
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there on April 25.  Please see the 

registration form and more detailed 

information elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  We are thrilled that our 

General Assembly Moderator, Dr. 

Heath Rada, will be able to stop by 

and speak with us about his work.  

The Black Mountain PW is already 

thinking about this day and 

preparing for us to be with them.  

Many thanks to Penny Mayronne 

and her CT. 

     Our Synod PW Conference is 

June 12-14, 2015 at Massanetta 

Springs Conference Center.  

Registration for that will be 

available in late March or early 

April.  Tina Joyner from Calvary 

Presbyterian Church is on the 

Planning Team for the conference 

in the position of Assistant 

Registrar. 

     Registration forms are available 

for the Churchwide Gathering to be 

held in Minneapolis June 18-21, 

2015.  Your voting representatives 

(Continued on page 2) 
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will be Dot Descieux and myself.  Several other 

women from our Presbytery plan to attend.  If you 

have questions or need information, check the PW 

website or the November-December HORIZONS 

magazine. 

    As the time draws nearer for the Spring 

Gathering, I will be sending updated reminders and 

information about the proposed slate of officers for 

the 2015-2016 year.  On April 25, we will say thank 

you to our outgoing leadership and install our new 

leadership. 

     I continue to give thanks to God for the capable 

and creative leaders we have in our Presbytery, and 

for the many ways in which our women provide 

support and comfort to others as you work for 

mission, justice and peace, and building an inclusive 

caring community to works to build God’s kingdom. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Repo r t  f r om  t h e  Mod e r a t o r  ( c o n t )  

Come to the Waters 

By Judy Record Fletcher 

     In this study, we consider the waters of chaos in 

Genesis, and the River of Life in the last chapter of 

Revelation, where chaos is no more.  Water plays a 

central role in the stories of creation, the delivery 

of God’s people (through the parting of the Red 

Sea and the crossing of the Jordan River), 

judgment of a people of weak faith, and the 

adoption of the people of God through baptism.  

Sometime, there is too much water (think Noah), 

and sometimes there is too little water (think 

drought in the desert). Together, we will explore 

some of the Bible’s 800 references to water. 

     Each of the nine lessons includes a Bible 

passage and a primary theological theme or issue.  

1. Birthing waters – Creation; 2 Life-Giving Water 

– Baptism; 3. Absence of Water – Thirst and 

Longing; 4. Dangerous Waters – God’s 

Deliverance; 5. Stormy Water – Faith; 6. Waters of 

Justice and Righteousness – Justice; 7. Streams of 

Mercy – Forgiveness; 8. The Hospitality of Living 

Water – Compassion; 9. River of Life – Hope.  

Horizons Bible Study Order 

Presbytery PW will again make a large order for 

the new Bible study, Come To the Waters, for pick 

up at the Spring Gathering, April 25 at Black 

Mountain PC.  The cost will be $8. per book with 

no shipping charge.  This means you save $.80 per 

study over ordering on your own .   As we did in 

the past, we shall place the order so that all arrive 

before the Gathering.   If you are unable to pick up 

your order on April 25th, the books will be left at 

the Presbytery office in Morganton, and you will be 

responsible for getting them from the office.   

(Continued on page 6) 

2015-2016  Hor izons  B ib le  Study  
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Guatemala Microloan  

Project Update 

During the November 2013 Women's Retreat in 

Guatemala, an idea was born to explore the 

possibility of working together on a microloan 

project.  A Microloan Task Force was formed and 

has been meeting faithfully to learn and to guide 

this project.  During this process, we have sensed 

God at work, providing the people and resources 

needed.  This was especially evident during the 

recent November 2014 trip to Guatemala.   

     We had made arrangements to hold a workshop 

on microloans with the Guatemalan women so we 

could learn together, discuss what we learned, and 

begin making decisions.  One of the Guatemalan 

women put us in touch with a woman named 

Mildres Castillo, who we asked to lead the 

workshop.  She and her coworker Julio, who work 

for an organization named ADEHGUA, came and 

gave a very complete and interesting power point 

presentation.  Ellen Dozier and I were impressed 

enough that we made arrangements to meet with 

them  a few days later.  We learned they both had 

over 20 years of experience in microlending.   

     ADEHGUA had been well funded for many 

years by an organization in Spain, but because of 

the global economic crisis their funding had 

ended.  Most ADEHGUA staff were forced to 

leave, but Midres and Julio hung on to continue 

the work.  Their commitment to empowering 

women, their vast knowledge and experience, and 

their determination to continue their work despite 

difficult circumstances was impressive.  Brian 

Thompson Royer, a PCUSA mission co-worker, 

later visited their offices for us and was further 

impressed by their meticulous records.  

     Since then we have had ongoing 

communication with Mildres to explore the 

possibility of having ADEHGUA administer our 

microloan project.  We are currently clarifying 

some of the details of how this would work.  

Mildres emphasizes that the empowerment, 

training, capacity building, and solidarity women 

experience as part of this project are as important 

as the loans received.  Our microloan task force is 

excited about the possibilities this partnership will 

offer.  To date, $6,185.12 has been donated to the 

microloan fund.  We are extremely grateful for the 

response and support of Presbyterian Women.   

     Ellen Dozier and Judy Nebrig will be in 

Guatemala during the month of February and plan 

to meet with the Guatemalan women to answer 

their questions and give further updates in person.  

Once an agreement is made with ADEHGUA, 

information sessions will be held to begin a pilot 

project involving 15 women from each presbytery.  

Please continue to keep this project in your 

prayers.  We ask God to provide the guidance 

needed so this project can empower women, 

improve economic circumstances for them and 

their families, and help build God's kingdom.  

What a joy to be in partnership! 

(Continued on page 4) 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 
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Mimi Michael, PW representative to the 

Guatemala Partnership Committee 

Shared Verse, Prayer and Song for 2015 

Each year, women from the Presbytery of Western 

North Carolina and our two partner presbyteries in 

Guatemala decide on a Shared Verse, Prayer and 

Song.  Women are encouraged to use this each 

time their PW groups meet as a way of 

remembering and praying for one another.  The 

theme of this year's verse, prayer, and song comes 

from John 10:10, which was the theme for the 

20th anniversary celebration of the partnership 

held in Guatemala in November 2014.  Hand outs 

and book marks will be available at our Spring 

Gathering, but to obtain them sooner please 

contact Mimi Michael at 828-465-0335 or 

mimimichael17@gmail.com.  Thank you to Sue 

Barrett for making the Spanish bookmarks which 

are being delivered to Guatemala by Ellen Dozier 

and Judy Nebrig during their February visit. 

Verse:  Jesus said, "  I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly."  John 10:10 

Prayer:  Gracious God, in you we know light, life, 

and love.  You beckon us to your table; we eat our 

fill.  You pour out your love; our cups 

overflow.  We lift up prayers; you do more than 

we can ask or imagine.  Thank you, God, for 

showing us the abundance of your goodness.  Be 

with our sisters in our partner 

presbyteries.  Strengthen them in their inner 

beings, dwell in their hearts; root and ground them 

in love, that they may be filled with all fullness of 

you.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

Song:  I have the life of Jesus down in my heart, 

down in my heart, down in my heart, I 

have the life of  

Jesus down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

Yo tengo vida, vida en mi corazon, en mi corazon, 

en mi corazon, yo tengo vida, vida en mi 

corazon, 

 porque Christo me salvo. 

Mission Co-workers to Visit in April 

     Mission co-workers Sandi and Brian 

Thompson Royer will be home from Guatemala 

for a short time and are hoping to visit our 

presbytery.  Tentative plans call for them to visit 

at the end of April and be with us for our Spring 

Gathering on April 25th, where Sandi can update 

us on her work with the Guatemalan women.  

They are very interested in making additional 

contacts while they are in our presbytery.  By the 

time they visit us, they will have been in 

Guatemala for one year.  

  "It is such an honor and gift to serve the 

women of the National Guatemalan Presbyterian 

Church plus work with PCUSA presbyteries that 

have partnerships here.  We are learning so much 

by walking with your Guatemalan partnership.  

Because of your work, western North Carolina 

churches are a large part of our support.  Our lives 

are being challenged and lifted by the love and 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP (CONT)  
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SCHOLARHIP REPORT 

faith and hope God is showing us here.  We hope to 

share that with many of you when we are there." 

   If your PW group or church would be interested in 

hosting them for a meal or program, please contact 

Mimi Michael. 

Interested in Visiting Guatemala?  Our presbytery 

sends a delegation to Guatemala every June to help 

participants learn about Guatemala and get to know our 

partners.  These trips are open to all members of our 

presbytery and are an excellent opportunity for 

Presbyterian Women involvement in the partnership.  

Applications will soon be available on the presbytery 

website (presbyterywnc.org; click on "Mission Trips") 

and are usually due in March.  Please consider the 

possibility that God might be calling YOU to be a part 

of the June delegation. 

(Continued from page 4) 

GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP (CONT)  

     All four of our Scholarship recipients are 

achieving at their respective colleges. Christian 

Bonner ( NC State) and Tamela Queen ( Appa-

lachian State) are completing their two years of 

eligibility.  August Nye ( Berea College) and 

Jada Jones (UNC Charlotte) are completing 

their first year. 

     Tamela wrote the following thank you note 

which I received Feb. 2nd. 

Dear Ladies, 

     I want to take the time to thank you for all 

you have given me in the past three years from 

warm wishes to the generous monetary gift.  

Your gifts have given me a great deal of happi-

ness and success while being here at Appalachi-

an U.  I do wish to get up there to see you all 

soon and to be able to thank you in person for 

all you have given me.  I hope you are all well 

and are having a great New Year.  If you ever 

want to or have a chance to please feel free to 

send me a letter or a postcard  I love getting 

snail mail.  My goal for the New Year is to be 

in better contact and hopefully to make you 

proud.   Thank you once again for all you have 

done for me.  I couldn’t do it without you.   

Love, Tamela       ASU, Box 5666, Boone NC 

28608 

I will invite Tamela to our Spring Gathering…. 

     I am in the process of receiving applications 

for our two recipients for the 2015-2016 school 

year.  Thank you to all who are encouraging 

your scholar members to apply. 
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     The order will be placed the morning of April 13 – 

the last day they will insure delivery in time. Checks 

should be made out to PW PWNC and mailed to 

Suzanne Barrett, 120 Grove Circle, Brevard, NC 

28712. E-mail (suebar@comporium.net), call in the 

order (828-553-3621), or mail order and check made 

out to Presbyterian Women PWNC. If you e-mail or 

call, please follow up with a check via mail.  If you are 

in doubt about numbers, I would suggest under 

ordering.   

     You are free to order direct through Presbyterian 

Distribution Service (800-524-2612), if you prefer.  

They will be in stock by late March.  We are making 

this order to help you with the cost of shipping.  The 

only way we can do this is by placing the order only 

once and having the money before the Gathering.  

(Continued from page 2) 

2015-2016  Hor izons  B ib le  Study  (cont)  

SPRING GATHERING 

     The Spring Gathering this year will be at Black 

Mountain Presbyterian Church on Saturday, April 25.  

You will find the registration form in this Newsletter 

and we encourage you to register early.  We have an 

interesting program planned, which highlights the Rev. 

Kristy Farber as our speaker.  Kristy has been 

Associate Pastor at Grace Covenant Presbyterian in 

Asheville for five years. She grew up outside of Seattle 

with her parents and two older brothers, spent multiple 

summers as a mountaineering guide in British 

Columbia, taught high school English, and worked in 

campus ministry.  Her educational background includes 

undergrad and graduate (in education) degrees from the 

University of Washington, and a Masters in Divinity 

from Princeton, NJ.  She met her husband, Seth, while 

doing campus ministry, and they have two children, 

Maya and Samuel. 

     Kristy will be speaking about the Study Book for 

2015-2016, COME TO THE WATERS, by Judy 

Record Fletcher.  The theme of this study is the 

Biblical images of water.  The study book will not be 

out until March, but the advance flyer  from Horizon 

describes it by saying that “the rich imagery of water 

throughout the Bible helps us understand and 
articulate our faith.  Just as water nourishes our bodies, 

so the scriptures on water nourish our souls.”   It goes 

on to say that we will look at the water of chaos in 

Genesis, to the River of Life in Revelation, where 

chaos is no more.  “Water plays a central role in the 

stories of creation, the delivery of God’s people 

(through the parting of the Red Sea and the crossing of 

the Jordan River), judgment of a people weak in faith, 

and the adoption of the people of God through baptism.  

Sometimes there is too much water (think Noah) and 

sometimes there is too little water (think drought in the 

desert.)  Together we will explore some of the Bible’s 

800 references to water.” 

      Judy Record Fletcher, the author of the study guide, 

is a teaching elder in the PCUSA.  She grew up in 

Texas and received degrees in English and history from 

Lamar University and MDiv from Austin Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary.  Judy has served as a director of 

(Continued on page 9) 



  

Presbyterian Women of the 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

 
SPRING GATHERING 

April 25, 2015 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Black Mountain, NC 

 
REV. KRISTY FARBER 

2015-2016 BIBLE STUDY 
“Come to the Waters”  

 
Registration, Fellowship, and Exhibits 9:00 until 9:45 AM 

Registration $10.00 (Includes lunch) 
Lunch at 12:30 PM 

Adjournment after lunch 
 

Registration deadline – April 16, 2015 
(Directions to Black Mountain on back) 

 
*************************cut on this line************************* 

Mail registration forms to: 
Dot Descieux, 145 Governors View Road, Asheville, NC 28805 

dotdes39@gmail.com 828-298-8852 
 

NAME_________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #_____________________________________________ 
 
Church________________________________________ 
 
Email address_________________________________________ 
 
Please send check for $10.00 for registration and lunch, made out to: PRES-
BYTERIAN WOMEN  
 

Registration deadline April 16, 2015 



  

DIRECTIONS TO BLACK  MOUNTAIN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Black Mountain Presbyterian Church 

117 Montreat Road 

Black Mountain 

One block from main intersection of Broadway/Montreat Rd. and State Street in Black 

Mountain 

Across from Black Mountain Fire Station 

 From Hickory:  Turn off I-40 at Exit 64 

Turn right onto NC-9, and proceed through two traffic lights to BMPC on your left. 

 From Asheville:  Turn off I-40 at Exit 64 

                           Turn left at the traffic light on NC-9, and then proceed through two traf-

fic lights to BMPC on your left. 

Please enter building through the front doors. 
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If you are receiving the Joyful Noise by snail mail and you have an email address, please send it to us so we 

may begin to send the Joyful Noise to you via email in order to save the postage.  Send your email address 

along with your name and the name of your church to pwjoyfulnoise@aol.com.  Thank you. 

Christian education in North Carolina and as pastor in 

churches in Arkansas, Texas, and Oaklahoma.  She has 

written for several denominations, and   spoken 

extensively for the PCUSA, as well as chairing special 

committees for the General Assembly.  After serving 

as executive of the Synod of the Sun for 14 years, she 

retired in 2011.  She continues to serve on boards, and 

accepted an invitation from the Council of Cuba to 

teach workshops in Cuba on how to include the arts in 

worship. 

     We are also pleased to have the Moderator of the 

General Assembly, Heath Rada, at our Gathering.  

Heath lives in the area, and has been traveling around 

the globe for the PCUSA.  We are delighted that he is 

taking time to be with us and speak to our Gathering. 

     It will be a full morning from registration to lunch, 

and we look forward to having a large crowd of women 

meeting and sharing our faith together.  See you there! 

Dot Descieux, First Vice Moderator 

(Continued from page 6) 

SPRING GATHERING (CONT)  

     I am happy to report that our Presbytery has 4 
EarthCare Congregations. These churches have 
become involved in environmental ministries and 
taken part in a check list to assure that they are 
living in a “green” way. Congratulations to 
Brevard-Davidson River, 1st Presbyterian 
Asheville, Grace Covenant and Montreat 
Presbyterian. More information can be found on 
the PCUSA website under EarthCare 
Congregations. 
     The Presbyterian Hunger Program has on-line a 
devotional guide for Lent called Tread Lightly for 
Lent. This offers some of the suggestions on 
environmental ministries. 
     The Presbyterian Office  for  Peace and Justice 
is in Washington DC. I was privileged to attend 
the Compassion Peace and Justice Training Day 
for several years. This year it is held on April 17th 
and is a prelude to the Advocacy Training Days 
held April 17-20. Anyone wanting to become 

more informed about current issues in Peace and 
Justice would benefit from attending. Again check 
the PCUSA website. 
     Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) 
continues to work for human rights in the fields 
and for those suffering from human trafficking 
and  gender based violence at work. This 
organization started working on these issues is 
1993 and has won several awards for the changes 
in worker based human rights.  
     Currently there is a Fair Food Nation 
Campaign to get Wendy’s to join and pay 1cents 
more a pound for tomatoes. The campaign is 
focused around Valentine’s Day with people being 
encouraged to say to Wendy’s “Stop Breaking Our 
Hearts, Wendys”. Join the others in treating 
workers with justice. Most recently Walmart and 
Fresh Market have joined Subway, Burger King, 
Mc Donalds and others in this effort for justice.   

PEACE AND JUSTICE 



  

Dates to Remember 

April 25, 2015    Spring Gathering, Black Mountain Presbyterian Church 

June 12-14, 2015    Synod Summer Gathering, Massanetta Springs, VA 

June 18-21, 2015      Churchwide Gathering, Minneapolis, MN  

August 6-9, 2015       Women’s Connection, Montreat, NC 

September 19 or 26   Eastern Fall Gathering, PWNC – place TBD 

October 3, 2015        Western Fall Gathering, PWNC, Sylva Presbyterian Church 

November 7, 2015     Fall Presbytery CT meeting – place TBD 
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