
 
  

 

 

August 2019 

P
ag

e1
 

FROM THE MODERATOR 

My Sisters in Christ- 

The 2019 

Synod of the 

Mid-Atlantic 

Summer 

Gathering 

was held June 

6-9, at Massanetta Springs 

Conference Center with this 

year’s theme being “God’s Love 

Carved in Stone.” Of those in 

attendance five were from 

western North Carolina. More 

importantly two of those were 

on the SSG Planning Team – 

Whitney Williams of 

Kenilworth PC was the 

Assistant Chair and Cathy 

Clevenger of Grace Covenant 

PC was to be the Assistant 

Communication Coordinator 

but had to step in as the head of 

Communications. Thanks to 

these ladies for their hard work 

before, during, and after the 

Summer Gathering; I look 

forward to seeing the 

completion of their year-long 

planning for the 32nd Synod 

Summer Gathering, June 11-

14, 2020. 

Reverend Joyce MacKichan 

Walker led our worship and 

Bible study lessons of 2019-

2020 Horizons Bible study, 

Loved Carved in Stone: A Fresh 

Look at the Ten 

Commandments, written by 

Eugenia Gamble. Rev. Walker 

is the “Suggestions for Leaders” 

author for this year’s study. 

Our Opening Celebration, not 

only included gathering music 

and a lively processional by our 

13 PW Presbytery Moderators, 

but also a traditional Jewish 

Midrash.  “What is a 

Midrash?” you ask! “Midrash 

is a Jewish teaching tool that 

not only engages the words of 

the text, but goes behind the 

text, and beyond the text.” That 

evening it was an informative 

question and answer 

discussion between Rev. 

Walker and Talmudic scholar 

Gideon Amir as they explored 

different ways of looking at our 

theme, The Ten 

Commandments, from the 

viewpoints of Christianity and 

Judaism.  

The Gathering offering in 

the amount of $1,232.00 was 
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(continued from pg. 1) 

collected for The Center, located in Baltimore, 

MD, which is a mission initiative “that hosts 

youth and adults from across the United States 

for a different kind of mission experience.” 

$217.74 was collected in the Cents-Ability cups 

placed on each table in the dining room. That 

money went to The Lazarus Caucus in order to 

help men of the Baltimore Westside Men’s 

Shelter move beyond homelessness. 

Throughout the long weekend I witnessed 

and enjoyed our PW Purpose many times over. 

Here are just a few of the highlights: 

• Nurtured our faith through prayer by 

tending God’s creation and meditating 

during “Garden Talk with God” and 

through Bible study by listening to 

thought-provoking concepts taught by 

both Rev. Walker and Gideon Amir – i.e. 

The “real translation” – according to the 

Jews – of “…love your neighbor as 

yourself…” (Leviticus 19:18) is “You 

shall act in a loving way towards 

everyone” because that is an easier 

commandment, 

• Supported the mission of the church 

worldwide by decorating pillowcases for 

children in Puerto Rico which turned 

into an impromptu dance party – You 

can have fun in mission work especially 

when PW is involved! 

• Worked for justice and peace by 

experiencing a moving Racial Equity 

Tribute to Deborah “Shan” Goshorn, a 

Native American PW who was well 

known for her basket-weaving using 

printed paper, 

• Built an inclusive caring community 

during our Saturday night Presbytery 

Parties while laughing and eating with 

friends old and new. 

This was all done in a spirit of strengthening 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnessing 

to the promise of God’s kingdom.  

 

Sharon Meares                                                                                                                                                       

PW PWNC Moderator 

 
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank those 

PW groups who donated monies to help cover 
Whitney’s and Cathy’s SSG registration fees; I 
know it made them feel appreciated for all their 
hard work at the SSG. 

Presbyterian Women’s FAITH Fund 

As you gather with Presbyterian Women for prayer and Bible Study, fellowship and support, do ideas 
come up where you see a need?  Have you thought of ways that a small input of effort and money might 
make a significant difference in your neighbors' lives?  Presbyterian Women (PW) are caring and 
creative.  The FAITH FUND of the PW of the Presbytery of WNC (PWNC) might be the vehicle that can 
make your idea work.   

The FAITH FUND – F-Financial, A-Awards, I-Inspired, T-Through, H-Helping Hands – was established 
in 2004 to encourage local PWs to carry through with creative projects that recognize and nourish the 
light of Christ in every person that bring hope when it might be dimming.  The first award was given 
in April of 2006.  The scripture associated with the fund is Matthew 25:40, “... I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”   

The PW of PWNC makes an annual award to a benevolent church or community project within the 
Presbytery. The PW of a congregation submits the FAITH FUND application; and if chosen, the money 
goes to the project. This may be a project created, are involved in, and/or support.  

An example of a creative project was an award that allowed the Chaplaincy program of the Swannanoa 
Women's Correctional Center to have mothers separated from their children record themselves reading  
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(continued from pg. 2) 
books to their children. The books, recording materials, and postage to get books and recordings to the 
children were covered by the FAITH FUND award.  This project has been carried on and enlarged with 
other funds over the years because of the original idea of one PW group and the monetary support of 
the FAITH FUND.  Another PW used the FAITH FUND to purchase a freezer for their food pantry that 
allowed for greater ongoing capacity to serve their community. 

What is happening in your congregation and community where a small investment could make a 
significant difference?  You can find the 2020 application on the PW section of the Presbytery of WNC  
website, or you will find it in the new 2019-2020 PW Handbook & Directory which will be available 
to the PW Moderators at both the East and West Fall Gatherings. The deadline for submission is 
December 31, 2019. 

NOTE: This article was reprinted from the November 2018 issue of Joyful Noise. 

 
Sue Barrett 
Past Moderator/PW PWNC  

Justice and Peace 

THURSDAYS IN BLACK – Towards a world without rape and violence – By supporting Thursdays in 
Black, commit to stand in solidarity, in protest, in mourning, for awareness and in hope. 

➢ In solidarity with 1 in 3 women worldwide who face violence in their lives 

➢ In protest against systems and societies that encourage violence in any form 

➢ In mourning for men, women and children who are harmed and killed in sexual violence 

➢ For awareness and knowledge about the challenges of SGBV (Sexual & Gender Based Violence) 

➢ In the hope that a different reality is possible 

www.thursdaysinblack.co.za 

To download a Thursdays In Black Bookmark, click Here 

* * * * 
Justice and Peace Calendar 

August 
6 Hiroshima Day 

19  World Humanitarian Day 

25  Orange Day ending-violence-against-women 

25  Public Education Sunday 
 

September 
Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women 
1  Season of Peace begins; World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation 
2  Labor Day 
21  International Day of Peace 
25 Orange Day ending-violence-against-women 
27  Native American Day 
 

October 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month; Fair Trade Month; National Bullying Prevention Month 

6  World Communion Sunday; Domestic Violence Awareness Sunday 

http://www.thursdaysinblack.co.za/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/downloads/thursdays-in-black-bookmark/
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11 International Day of the Girl Child 

14  Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

16  World Food Day 

20  Children’s Sabbath: Educate a Child, Transform the World 

24  United Nations Day 

25  Orange Day ending-violence-against-women 
 

For a complete Justice and Peace calendar go to:  presbyterianwomen.org/justice . 

Winning Scholarship Applications & How to Write Them 

A new workshop will be offered at the Fall Gatherings for students and parents as well as 
Presbyterian Women. This workshop will offer practical suggestions for completing scholarship 
applications for the Presbyterian Women Scholarship and will offer tips that are applicable for other 
scholarship applications too.   

 
The PW PWNC offers two new scholarships of $1500 for study at a 4-year accredited college or 

university every year.  This scholarship is renewable for one year.   
 
The PW PWNC Scholarship Facilitator and a former scholarship reader will guide participants on 

the presentation of a student’s best self in application form, including accuracy in filling out 
applications, writing the personal essay, and tips for helping those writing recommendation letters.    

 

All students and parents who wish to attend must register for the Fall Gathering.   
 
I encourage all PW Moderators to share this information with your congregation and youth groups.  

You are our best and only advertisers of this workshop for the students in your congregation. 
 
Thank you. 

Elizabeth Barbee 

PW PWNC Scholarship Facilitator 

 

 

2019 - 2020 PW Horizons Bible Study 

Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, by Eugenia Anne 
Gamble, uses the term ‘Ten Words’ for the study.  The ‘Ten Words of Love’ are: 

1 & 2 – I Am Your God; You Shall Have No Others 

3 – Don’t Trivialize My Name   4 – Keep Sabbath 

5 – Honor the Life-givers    6 – Don’t Kill Each Other 

7 – Hold your Marriages Sacred   8 – Do Not Steal 

9 – Speak Truthfully               10 – Don’t Fixate on What You Don’t Have 

 

Note:  The numbers represents the Lesson each of the Ten Words will be discussed. 
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Note of Thanks 

The offering from the Spring Gathering of Presbyterian Women in Hickory, NC was designated for 
our sisters in our partner presbyteries in Guatemala – Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez.  Upon 
receiving the financial support, members of the Directiva of each group sent a note of thanks - 

“What a pleasure to hear that in your meeting you remembered us and prayed for our work in 
Guatemala; we thank you very much for the financial help, this is very good news for us.  Greetings to 
all the Presbyterian Women and know that we are joined together in our partnership.”  Gladis, 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Women in Sur Occidente.  

“We are very grateful for all your spiritual and financial support for the Presbytery of 
Suchitepéquez.”  Dorcas, Secretary of Presbyterian Women in Suchitepéquez 
“May God bless all the women in NC who help to make possible the work of the Guatemalan women.” 
Amanda, Moderator of Presbyterian Women in Suchitepéquez. 

Women in the Presbytery of Suchitepéquez held their annual convention on July 26 in Nueva 
Esperanza Church in San Felipe, partner church of FPC, Burnsville.  Women in the Presbytery of Sur 
Occidente will celebrate “The Day of the Bible” on August 10 in the Eben Ezer Church in La Blanca, 
partner church of FPC, Asheville.  We give thanks for the ministry of our sisters in Guatemala and for 
the bonds of prayer and faith that join us one to the other. 

 
Ellen Dozier 
Guatemala Partnership 

Food for Thought 

JOY JOURNAL:  

In the article, The Joy of the Great Dance, Alexia Salvatierra writes, " Joy, too, is fleeting, but it's not 

something we can work towards. We experience joy or are surprised by it. Galatians 5:22 tells us joy is 

one of the fruits of the spirit, suggesting that like patience, kindness and generosity, it is an attitude we 

can cultivate." 

1. When was a time you were truly surprised by joy? 

2. Do you think that joy can be cultivated; and if so, what would that look like for you?  

In the same article, Alexis Salvatierra writes: "We are one body; if any part suffers, we all suffer. If any 

part rejoices, we all rejoice. If we are disconnected from the dance – whether because we are excluded 

or because we separate ourselves – we all suffer, and our joy is diminished." 

3. Think of someone in your PW group or circle. What gifts does she bring to the community? Would 

you be willing to tell her? 

4. Loneliness and isolation – being disconnected from the dance – are not what God intends. In what 

ways do you or your PW group extend welcome and community? 

Taken from Horizons Magazine (May/June issue,  pg. 10) 

Chris Gantt 

Celebration Giving 



 

August 2019 

Presbyterian Women of PWNC 

 

P
ag

e6
 

 



 

August 2019 

Presbyterian Women of PWNC 

 

P
ag

e7
 

 



 

August 2019 

Presbyterian Women of PWNC 

 

P
ag

e8
 

 

 

PW of PWNC Fall Gathering – West 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 

Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian, Brevard, NC 
(see directions on reverse) 

 

THEME: Connecting in a Disconnected World 
 

Time Schedule 
9:00 – 9:45  Registration   10:40 – 11:25  Workshops (First Session) 
9:45 – 10:00 Gathering Music  11:35 – 12:20  Workshops (Second Session) 
10:00 – 10:30 Plenary    12:30    Lunch 
 
Please detach registration form and mail it with the registration fee of $10 to: 
 
                             Deb Wakefield, 800 W. 7th St., Newton, NC 28658  

                Lunch is included in registration. 
  
 
  

Questions? Call Deb Wakefield at (828) 828-7424; email: sowsearjewelry@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

 
Fall Gathering 2019 

Brevard-Davidson River Presbyterian Church 
Saturday, September 28, 2019 
Please choose two workshops: 

 
___ A:  Bible Study Overview: An overview of the 2019-2020 PW/Horizons Bible Study, led by Sarah Grace Montgomery.  
 
___ B: Furthering the Mission with Scholarships:   Elizabeth Barbee is an educator with over 30 years of classroom 

experience. She will share an informational program to broaden understanding of financial resources available 
to students through Presbyterian Women.  

 
___ C: Building a Better Today and Tomorrow through Missions: Rev. Bobbi White has spent part of her distinguished 

career in Rwanda helping this African nation recover from war. Join her as she shares her experiences in a look 
back. 

 
___ D: Guatemala Microloan Project: “Formation?” Mimi Michael will share insights on how the teaching of skills are 

helping to empower women and help them overcome obstacles to self-esteem and to personal growth.  Mimi 
has helped nurture this project into the success it is. 

 
YOUR NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
YOUR PHONE or EMAIL: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
YOUR CHURCH: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
Staying for Lunch?  _____ Yes  _____ No            Need Childcare?  _____ Yes     _____ No 

Checks should be payable to “PW PWNC” 

Offering recipient is El Centro, whose mission is to 

enhance the well-being of Latino people as they 

integrate into the community by providing case 

management and informational events for families. 

aafter informational events 

*Please send your registration before 

Saturday, September 21  

as a courtesy to our hosts* 
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Presbyterian Women’s Giving 

August 2015 – December 2018 

 

As Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, we should be proud of our part 

in giving to the various initiatives of PW on the local, Presbytery, Synod & Churchwide levels.  This 

information was taken from the Presbyterian Women’s website - 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/our-impact/info-and-stats/ 

 

 

ADEGHUA, our non-profit partners who work with our Microloan groups, does far more than teach 
business practices to the women. Meeting with each of the 7 groups monthly, Mildre and Flor plan and 
lead Formation Workshops on a variety of useful topics. These generate a lot of enthusiasm from the 
women as they learn about Healthy Habits in Food Preparation, Communication and Respect, 

Overcoming Negativity, and 
How Different Temperaments 
Affect Communication. 

 
This photo shows the Las 
Animas group in April 
participating in the Formation 
Workshop called We Are Not 
Alone in the World. Maps and 
a globe and videos helped 
them learn about sisters who 
also struggle in other 
countries. “In every corner of 
the world there are women 
who struggle every day to get 
ahead and improve their 
living conditions, that of their 

family and their community.” 
 

The PW Fall Gatherings will have an opportunity where you can learn more about the Formation 
Workshops and the fun and learning that the women experience, how they benefit from and share 
that information with others.  

 

 

Guatemala Microloan Project Update: August 2019 
 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/our-impact/info-and-stats/
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(continued from pg. 10) 

ADDITIONAL UPDATES: 

• The four established groups completed Cycle 9 and will be “graduating” in the Spring of next 
year! There are plans for a PW team from Western North Carolina to go and be a part of a 
celebration January 27-February 3, 2020.  Make plans now to participate and see how lives have 
been changed with PW’s help.  
Contact Susan Maveety (susan.maveety@gmail.com) if you have interest. 

 

• Our three new groups, which started in the Fall of 2018, are finishing Cycle Two, repaying 
their loans and starting Cycle Three. There is a lot of excitement among these women about 
their progress. 
 

• A gift of $4000 from Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Brevard is supporting the 
Entrepreneur Program with more women participating as they are ready for the challenge. 

 

• Reyna Martinez is now standing and walking on her own 
after successful skin grafts following the burns from the bus 
station accident in March when live wires fell on her (and also 
electrocuted microloan participants Felipa and Rosa). Praise 
God for healing her, and to all those who contributed to a 
medical emergency gift.  
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP?? 
 

Prayer partners are still needed. Contact Sue Barrett at 
suebar@comporium.net if you or your PW group wish to 
participate. 

Purchase Alternative Giving Cards ($10 minimum 

donation) to send to someone you want to honor or thank.  

And NEW Alternative Christmas Cards will be available at 

the Fall Gatherings for PW groups to take back to their 

congregations, or contact Mimi Michael at 828-234-0176 

or mimimichael17@gmail.com . 

Have a program about the Microloans for your PW or 

church! Call us, we will come! Sharing Good News is always a 

joy. Contact Mimi Michael at mimimichael17@gmail.com. 

Travel Expenses - Travel to oversee the microloan project is 

important. Anyone who would like to help with expenses or sponsor individuals traveling can send 

donations to our PW Treasurer (see contact info below) and designate gifts for the "Guatemala 

Microloan Travel Fund." 

Send donations, or make a pledge for on-going donations (individually, as a PW or as a Church 

mission project). Make checks payable to PW PWNC and designate for Guatemala Microloan Project, 

and send to Heather Hudson, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC 28787. 

Join a delegation trip January 27 – February 3, 2020.  Plans are being made to celebrate the 

graduation of our first four groups of women. September 30th is the deadline for reservations. 

 

mailto:susan.maveety@gmail.com
mailto:suebar@comporium.net
mailto:mimimichael17@gmail.com
mailto:mimimichael17@gmail.com


 

August 2019 

Presbyterian Women of PWNC 

 

P
ag

e1
2 

 

 

 

Fall Gathering – East, Newton First       September 14 

Fall Gathering – West, Brevard-Davidson River                 September 28 

Mission Pledge Form Due to PWP-CT Treasurer       November 15 

Thank Offering Due PWP-CT Treasurer        December 10  

Spring Gathering – First Presbyterian of Franklin              April 18, 2020 

Synod Summer Gathering – Harrisonburg, VA            June 11-14, 2020 

                    

 

         

  

Tina Joyner 
Presbyterian Women of PWNC 
5 Melbourne Pl. 
Asheville, NC  28801 
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