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FROM THE MODERATOR 
Greetings PW! 

As I began thinking about writing my final article as moderator of  
Presbyterian Women Presbytery Coordinating Team 
(PWP-CT) moderator, I realized how much I have 
enjoyed serving the Presbyterian Women of the 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina.   There have 
been times when I felt overwhelmed with the many 
responsibilities of this position, but overall it has been 
both an honor and a privilege to serve you. 

On February 16, 2019, I led my final PWP-CT meeting which was really 
bittersweet.   The meeting was hosted by the PW of Hickory First 
Presbyterian Church in Hickory.  The first thing I noticed when I 
arrived, other than the wonderful refreshments prepared for us, a box 
of Kleenex was placed at the head of the table just in case I needed them.  
Thanks be to God we had a wonderful meeting and the Kleenex weren’t 
needed!  

The highlight of our meeting was the presence of retiring mission co-
workers serving in Guatemala, Brian and Sandi Thompson-Royer. They 
have lived in Guatemala four-and-a-half-years and will be retiring 
April 1, 2019, after traveling throughout the United States visiting 
supporters and transitioning into retirement.  

The last year of their time in Guatemala was filled with transition and 
supporting the Sinodica (Presbyterian Women) leaders.  Brian and 
Sandi shared stories and experiences, and responded to questions from 
the CT members about their time in Guatemala. On behalf of the CT, I 
would like to thank them for taking time out of their busy schedule to 
spend time with us.  

In closing, I would like to remind each of you to continue to work our 
Purpose …. to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study, to 
support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and 
peace, to build an inclusive, caring community of women, that 
strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), and witnesses to the 
promise of God’s Kingdom. 

I would also like to thank each of you for your support during my 
tenure as PWP-CT moderator. I would especially like to thank the ladies 
that have worked with me on the CT over the past three years.  All of 
you hold a special place in my heart.    

Tina Joyner, Moderator 
PW-CT/PWNC 2016-2019 
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Celebration Giving – Birthday Offering 

Faithful Presbyterian Women, it is almost Spring and the time of year when we give to the Birthday Offering. 
“Each year, the Birthday Offering awards grants to up to five programs. Primarily making possible capital 
improvement projects, the Birthday Offering supports domestic and international ministries, focusing on areas 
such as agricultural development, child care, community organization, criminal justice, drug counseling, 
economic justice, elderly care, employment training, homelessness, literacy, violence or women’s concerns… 
Your gift to the Birthday Offering helps fund real solutions in the areas of health, education, economic 
development and the needs of women and children.” (Taken from the PC(USA)/PW website) 

It is my prayer Presbyterian Women will make this a wonderful Birthday Offering year in honoring God’s love 
for all.  Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the Covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her 
nursing child, and like a father who runs to welcome home his prodigal son, God is faithful still. 

Chris Gantt 
Celebration Giving Facilitator/PW PWNC  

PW 101 – Helps for New PW Leadership 

If you are reading these words, then you are probably a PW leader! And you probably know all things PW! But 
many of our faithful women are unaware of some of the finer points of their amazing organization. Each idea 
in the PW 101 series is presented in such a way that newsletter editors and circle leaders can paste into their 
own documents and presentations. And if you are so moved to share an idea or two (or three or four) that you 
think should be part of this series, please share with carissa.herold@pcusa.org. This is the tenth in the series. 

PW 101.10: Who is gathering this year?  
Presbyterian Women is connectional, and that means we gather! We gather monthly (more or less) in our 
congregational circles for Bible study and mission. PW in the Presbytery gatherings tend to take place 
semiannually, in the spring and fall of each year. This year, the year after the Churchwide Gathering, all PW 
in the Synod groups are meeting. Depending on which synod we are in, we may gather as a synod PW annually, 
semiannually or triennially, usually in the summer. Our national gathering—the Churchwide Gathering—
occurs once every three years, usually during the summer. Whenever and wherever PW gathers, our gatherings 
strengthen community and affirm our connectional nature. (Taken from Feb. - Apr. 2019 • Presbyterian Women 
Quarterly Newsletter) 

Upcoming PW Horizons Bible Study 

Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, by Eugenia Anne Gamble, 
is now available for order. What would it mean to consider the Ten Commandments not 
as a harsh list of what not to do but, instead, as a letter from a loving God? A fresh embrace 
of the Ten Commandments, author Eugenia Gamble suggests, may ultimately contribute to 
the restoration of ourselves and our communities. “Moral behavior matters, not simply 
because immoral actions can anger or disappoint God, but because principled behavior is 
how love becomes real, both toward God and in community.”  

Look for the 2019–2020 PW/Horizons Bible study, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at 
the Ten Commandments, with your March/April issue of Horizons magazine. For additional details about 
ordering the study and related resources, go to www. presbyterianwomen.org/upcoming-bible-studies/) and 
don’t miss the “Building Buzz” e-blast series. Email patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org to be sure you are on PW’s 
email list.  (Taken from www.presbyterianwomen.org website.) 
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Justice and Peace 

In March, for the first time, PW will send delegates to the UN Commission on the Status of Women under PW’s 
own accreditation as a registered NGO (nongovernmental organization) recognized by the UN’s Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC). In the past, PW delegates have attended using the PC(USA)’s status as an NGO. 
Having both PW and the PC(USA) recognized by ECOSOC means an amplified voice at the Commission, which 
is the premier global advocacy body for women. 

PW is adding even more tools to its justice and peace box with a focus on substance use disorder during this 
triennium. The J&P Committee is developing a toolkit to raise awareness and refer folks to resources that can 
be used by PW in congregations to start conversations, share information and take action to address this issue. 

Justice and Peace Calendar 

March 

Women’s History Month 
1 World Day of Prayer 
3  Celebrate the Gifts of Women 
8  International Women’s Day 
8–22  PW Together in Action for Women’s Empowerment 
11–22 UN Commission on the Status of Women 
22  World Water Day 
25  Orange Day 
  
April 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month 
5 Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Day; pcusa.org 
7  World Health Day 2019 
7  Self-development of People Sunday 
8  International Roma Day 
12  International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
21  Easter 
22  Earth Day 
25 Orange Day 
 

For a complete Justice and Peace calendar go to:  presbyterianwomen.org/justice . 
 

Missions – What One Church is Doing 

Morganton First Presbyterian Church Circle 1  has a long and varied history. The group meets the 1st Monday 
of the month at Grace Ridge Retirement Community. This Circle evolved because several of the ladies who 
belonged to Presbyterian Women lived at Grace Ridge. As time went on, other ladies from the church who 
moved to Grace Ridge joined in. Several women from the Morganton Community joined in also. On a given 
day there might be an even mix of Grace Ridge and “Townie” Ladies. Two ladies from the Baptist Church 
attend.  

In 2018 our Presbyterian Women Circles were challenged to take on a meaningful project. We did our research 
and decided to sponsor a child at the Ebenezer School in Malawi, Africa. Ebenezer Institute of Learning was 
established in 2008 when the Nkhoma Mission Hospital based in the rural area of Lilongwe experienced a high 
turnover of staff due to lack of proper education facilities. The school began with 10 learners and has grown 
to over 360 learners. The mission of the school is building Christian character in children and exploring their 
intellectual capabilities. 
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Our Circle met the challenge. We are supporting not one but three young girls for this next year. Right now 
we are in the process of exchanging pictures and finding the best way to communicate. All three speak English. 
It is a joy to be part of this project. 

Karen Achilles 
Circle One 
FPC Morganton 

 

Your sponsorship makes a difference! 
 
Letter from the Principal 
 
 
Dear FPC Morganton Circle                                                                                                        
c/o Karen Achilles 

The school board of trustees, management and staff including parents of learners at Ebenezer School wish 
to express their sincere gratitude for your continued support at the school. The assistance you provide is 
really bringing change to the children, their families and surrounding communities. May the Lord continue 
to bless you as we serve Him.  

Greeting from Nkhoma,  
Chrissie Mbewe  
  

News about your sponsored children: 

 

Triza Banda: Triza is a bright and friendly young girl. She loves to play pretend, especially with 

dolls. She plays well both independently and with her peers. Triza has both of her parents, but 

lives with only her mother. She really seems to enjoy coming to school every day and is learning 

a lot.  

 

Sharon Emable: Sharon is a bright and social young girl. She gets along well with her peers 

and really seems to enjoy that aspect of school. Sharon is also very creative and likes pretend 

play. She is adjusting well to school and is making a lot of progress. Watiyanka Makwinja: 

Watiyanka is a friendly and social young girl. She gets along well with her peers and has made 

a lot of friends this year. At recess, Watiyanka loves to run and play, especially on the jungle 

gym. She has adjusted very well to school.  

 

Watiyanka Makwinja: Watiyanka is a friendly and social young girl. She gets along well with 

her peers and has made a lot of friends this year. At recess, Watiyanka loves to run and play, 

especially on the jungle gym. She has adjusted very well to school. 

 

We wish you a Happy New Year!! 
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Churchwide Thanks PW-PWNC 

 

 
 
 

Special thanks to Chris Gantt for contributing the lamps on our behalf. 
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Entrepreneurs Added to Project 
    

In November, an exciting new aspect of the microloan 
project began when 8 experienced participants with 
solid business plans were given additional training and 
larger loans.  A few of these "Entrepreneurs" used their 
one-time $400 to $650 loan to purchase extra 
merchandise to sell for Christmas.  Kelita bought a 
stylist chair, a wash basin and chair, and hair products 
to open a beauty salon in her home. Dina used her loan 
to register her business legally in order to sell food to 
the school near her home.  Reyna and her husband 
purchased equipment for their iron workshop.  These 
women repeatedly expressed what a great benefit these 
larger loans were in increasing their sales.  ADEHGUA 
staff (NGO administering project) are working with a 
second group of women to become Entrepreneurs, and 
will be adding other participants in the future.  

 

     

(continued on page 6) 

 

 

Guatemala Microloan Project Update: February 2019 
 

Quick Microloan Project Statistics: 
  

Three New Groups began in late 2018 in Sintaná, El Progreso, and San Felipe 

• 40 total participants 

• Loans are $130; with group approval amount can increase each cycle 

• Total capital currently extended - $5,000 

• Loan cycle - 6 months 

  Four Original Groups began in 2015 in Santo Domingo, Sal Felipe, Coatepeque, and Las Animas 

• 61 total participants 

• Loans are $130 to $300 

• Total capital currently extended - $14,300 

• Loan cycle - 6 months  

  Entrepreneurs program for advanced participants began in November 2018 

• 8 current participants, with 6 more in process and plans to continue to expand 

• Loans are $400 to $650 

• Total capital currently extended - $4,500 

• Loan cycle - can vary, but generally one year with monthly installments 

 It has been an exciting year and we give thanks for all that is happening in the Guatemala Microloan Project.  

We may never know the full impact made or the ripple effects set in motion, but have seen God at work and  

trust God to continue to work in the lives of the participants and their families. 

KELITA IN HER NEW BEAUTY SALON 
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Participant Comments from February 4-11, 2019, Microloan Delegation to Guatemala 

"I have a much better understanding of the project.  It is not just microloans, but includes important 
workshops to strengthen women. The biggest thing I will remember is their faith and strength." - Gloria 
Hickson, Gastonia 

"What stood out to me was the personal growth of the women in the program, their growth in self-esteem.  
The goal was to have their own business, but many additional benefits have come with that." - Terri Hendrix, 
Tryon 

 "Meeting the ladies, hearing their stories, and visiting their businesses opened a better understanding of the 
project for me.  Their love, hugs, and faith despite their hard lives has been an inspiration.  I am glad I got to 
meet Mildre and Flor (ADEHGUA staff) and see how they display Christian values." - Lil Lanier, Gastonia 

 
"Several indelible images: the love and joy Mildre shared with the 

participants, getting to meet and embrace my prayer partner, and the gift of the 
women sharing their lives with us." - Mary Louise Forsythe, Trinity 
Hendersonville 

 
" We had the privilege of visiting 7 entrepreneurs and were pleased to see 

how they were able to expand their businesses.  It is not much in US dollars, 
but makes a tremendous impact." - Susan Maveety, New Hope Asheville 

 
"What touched my heart  was the joyful way women from the PWNC 

reached out to and embraced their sisters in Guatemala, and the ways in which 
the Guatemalan women returned those hugs and kisses of affection and 
care.  We often had no common language but the embraces and tears joined us 
as sisters in Christ." - Ellen Dozier, Brevard 

 
"The actual loans seem to be the least of the Microloan program. Each of these 

groups of women are learning together, growing together, building community. 
They support each other, pray for each other, cheer each other on. It was an 
honor to be allowed to see how it really works." - Amanda Martin, Burnsville 

 
"Beginning in Cycle 4, a process of formation in the form of workshops was 

added to the project.  Strengthening women was the goal, and we saw and heard 
from the women that it is working!" - Mimi Michael, Newton 

 
Trip participants have much more to share; to learn more please invite them   

to speak to your church or group. 
 

 
 

Ways to Provide Support: 

❖ We need Prayer Partners for our newest microloan participants.  
Contact Sue Barrett at suebar@comporium.net or 
828-553-3621 if you or your PW group wish to participate. 

 
❖ Purchase Mother's Day cards for a minimum $10 donation.  To 

order cards for yourself or your congregation contact Debby Vial 
at debby.vial@gmail.com or 502-407-7402. 

 
❖ Send Donations to the Guatemala Microloan Project to PW 

Treasurer:  Sharon Meares, 1012 10th ST CT NW, Hickory, NC 
28601. Make checks payable to PW-PWNC and designate for the 
Guatemala Microloan Project.  

ALTERNATIVE GIVING CARD FOR 

MOTHER'S DAY 

 FEATURING LETY AND HER 2 SONS 

MARY LOUISE MEETS HER 

PRAYER PARTNER 
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    Spring Gathering – Hickory First, Hickory, NC          April 13, 2019 

    Synod Summer Gathering – Harrisonburg, VA           June 6 – 9, 2019 

  

Rita Warren 
Presbyterian Women of PWNC 
3203 St. Augustine Place 
Asheville, NC  28805 
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