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FROM THE INTERIM MODERATOR

Greetings Presbyterian Women!

Presbyterian Women (PW) have two major
offerings that we contribute to each year, one
of which is the Birthday Offering. This year
Presbyterian Women celebrates a century of
‘giving and receiving’ through the Birthday
Offering. In 1922, Hallie Paxton Winsborough
challenged the Women’s Auxiliary of the
Presbyterian Church in the United States to
give a penny for each year of her life as a
birthday gift. Western North Carolina was one
of the recipients of the offering for the

construction of the entrance gate at Montreat.  Since then, more than $37
million dollars has been contributed to the Birthday Offering, and lives in the
United States and internationally have been improved.  For more information
about the Birthday Offering click here.

Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will also
celebrate by having the Spring Gathering in person at Montreat.  Our special
guest will be Reverend Dr. Carol Bechtel, author of the 2022 Horizons
Bible Study entitled, Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and
Delight. Reverend Bechtel will also install the new moderator and other
members of the CT.  

The Spring Gathering will be the first in-person gathering since the pandemic
shut the world down in March 2020.  We will follow COVID guidelines of
wearing masks, temperature checks, social distancing, and washing our
hands. My prayer is that all PW will be able to attend the gathering. More
information about the gathering can be found in this newsletter.

In addition, the Synod Summer Gathering was scheduled to be held at the
Massanetta Springs Conference Center in Harrisonburg, Virginia, the weekend
of June 9-12, 2022.  It has been decided to change the gathering from in
person to virtual.  However, save the date because registration and more
information about the gathering is forthcoming.

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/what_we_do/support-mission/birthday-offering/
http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Joyful-Noise-Feb-2022.pdf
https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women


Last, but not least, with this being my last Joyful Noise article as your Interim
Moderator, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the CT
for entrusting me to carry on for Sharon Meares after she became ill.  To God
be the Glory, Sharon is better now and working with the PW in her church. It
has been both an honor and a privilege for me to work with the CT on the
Presbytery, Synod and Churchwide levels, and to represent PW on the
General Council and the Microloan Task Force. I have been truly blessed to
work with each of you.

During my time as Interim Moderator, we have been introduced to a new way
of living and doing business in ways that I never imagined. But Presbyterian
Women have continued “to nurture [their] faith through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace,
and to build an inclusive caring community of women that strengthens the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.”

Thanks be to God!

Tina Joyner
PWP-CT Interim Moderator

CIRCLE NEWS

Grace Covenant has established several
relationships with LatinX groups over the
past few years. One group asked for
assistance this Christmas season, to
provide presents for children. Circles were
asked if this was a project they'd like to
take on, and all five circles immediately
said YES. Presents were bought,

wrapped and delivered for every child on the list. You can just see and feel the
generosity and the joy this opportunity brought to our circle members.

-- 
Shalom,
Lynne Noble

2022 PW SPRING GATHERING - EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

CELEBRATING – SPRING GATHERING
SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2022,
MONTREAT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FEATURING CAROL BECHTEL,
AUTHOR OF THE 2022-2023 
HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY. 

Our plan is to “live into hope” and open
registration for an in-person Spring



Gathering on April 9.  Please check the
information in this edition of Joyful Noise,
register, and plan to join us on April 9.  If
Covid conditions change, we, of course,
will revert to a Zoom Gathering. 

Spring Gathering
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina
Saturday, April 9, 2022 10:00 AM -12:00 Noon 
Montreat Presbyterian Church, Montreat, North Carolina

                                   Featuring Carol Bechtel 
                                        

              Author of the 2022-2023 Horizons Study Sabbath Rest

CLICK HERE to register online, or complete the registration information below
& mail with a check for $15 to: 

                                                   Corise H. Gambrell
                                             481 North Fork Road
                                             Black Mountain, N. C. 28711
                                             Home:  828-357-5064
                                            corisegambrell@gmail.com

Name: ______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
Church: _____________________________________

Registration deadline:  March 25, 2022                             

PRINTABLE REGISTRATION FORM

https://forms.gle/8CUMwzhpGh6csPR77
mailto:corisegambrell@gmail.com
http://hickoryfpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Spring-Gathering22registration.pdf


We look forward with great joy and anticipation to our 2022 Spring
Gathering.  Montreat Presbyterian Church is ready to welcome the
Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina on
Saturday, April 9.  We anticipate an outstanding keynote from Carol Bechtel,
author of the 2022 - 2023 Horizons Bible Study. 

We will begin the Gathering with a communion service led by the Reverend
Sue Hyde, Second Vice Moderator of the PWPWNC.  Following communion,
we will have brief business reports before hearing from Carol Bechtel, author
of the 2022 – 2023 Horizons Bible Study on Sabbath Rest. (See the separate
articles in this edition of Joyful Noise for more information on the Bible Study
and author, Carol Bechtel.) 

Our Spring Gathering offering recipient is the Black Mountain Counseling
Center.  The Counseling Center provides mental health counseling services
without regard to a client’s ability to pay.  Registered as a 501 (c)(3)
organization, the Counseling Center began in 2007 when Ellen Begley was
approached by a woman who needed mental health services when the local
non-profit closed. The pandemic has only increased the need for mental health
counseling, and since 2016 the client base has grown by over 400%. 
The Spring Gathering will also include a report from the Guatemala Microloan
project, recognition of scholarship recipients, and a celebration of the lives of
Presbyterian Women who joined the Church Triumphant in 2021.  We will elect
new members of the Coordinating Team and install them. 

Our Spring Gathering will begin at 10:00 AM and conclude with lunch.  Lunch
will be provided by the Montreat Conference Center.  Our current plan is to
have lunch served in Assembly Inn.  

The Spring Gathering Registration fee is $15.00. 

Montreat Presbyterian worships in Upper Anderson Auditorium.  While Upper
Anderson can be accessed from all entrances to Anderson Auditorium, the
easiest place to park is on the south side (creek side) of Anderson Auditorium
where there is handicapped parking and a few steps – or an accessible
entrance - to the elevator and stairs.  Upper Anderson includes a worship
space, rest rooms, and a small kitchen. 

       Introducing the 2022–2023 PW/Horizons Bible study 
                                 Celebrating Sabbath 
                  Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight 
                                 By Carol M. Bechtel

In the nine lessons of this Bible study—with passages from Genesis, Exodus,
Deuteronomy, Isaiah, Matthew, Luke, and Acts—we’ll consider Sabbath 

• as a celebration, not a day of dreary formality 
• as God’s intent for all of creation that includes busy women too • as one day
of the week, perhaps a Sunday 
• as a time to surrender unhealthy striving and frantic busyness, and instead
trust that God will provide 
• as a reminder that life is precious and working too much is against God’s
plans for our precious lives 



• as a day devoted to community and justice and not exclusively to self-care

Ultimately, Sabbath reminds us to honor God who honors us by giving us a day
each week to reset our pace, our priorities, and our lives.

Carol M. Bechtel is Professor of Old Testament at Western Theological
Seminary in Holland, Michigan.  As her website says, “she has been helping
people find their way through the Bible for over twenty-five years.”   Prior to
joining Western’s faculty, she taught at the Presbyterian School of Christian
Education.  She has also been a teaching fellow at Yale Divinity School.  She
is a General Synod Professor of Theology in the Reformed Church of
America.  Dr. Bechtel grew up in Fulton, Illinois.  She attended Hope College,
Western Theological Seminary, and received her doctoral degree from Yale
University in 1992.  She is also the Executive Director of the American
Waldensian Society. She lives in Holland, Michigan with her husband, Tom
Mullens.  She enjoys her children, grandchildren, singing, cooking, gardening,
and the Celtic harp. 

REQUEST FROM OUR HISTORIAN

Our historian,Teresa Carpenter, will be accepting 2021 Church Histories
through February 19th.  The button below will take you to the WNC PW
website with more information. Teresa is working on the final report for the
WNC PW and would love your information. EMAIL TERESA with any
questions. Thank you!  

INFORMATION ON CHURCH HISTORIES

GUATEMALA MICROLOAN UPDATE

Please click on the image to
the left to access the latest

Guatemalan Microloan
Report.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

April 9, 2022 - 2022 PW-PWNC Spring Gathering
Upper Anderson Auditorium, Montreat, NC

June 9-12, 2022 - Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering
Massanetta Springs Conference Center, Harrisonburg, VA

mailto:teresacarpen@aol.com
https://presbytery-wnc.s3.amazonaws.com/files/1/2022/2021-Information-for-PW-Historians-011022.pdf


Click on the PW icon to visit the
Presbytery of Western North

Carolina's Presbyterian Women's
page

EMAIL BETH TAYLOR

mailto:beth@hickoryfpc.org

