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FROM THE MODERATOR

The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing of birds is come, and
the voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land. 

This celebratory verse from the Song of Solomon resonates with me.  We have
much for which to be thankful. 

2022 marks the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Presbyterian Women’s
Birthday Offering, which funds up to five projects each year. 

Presbyterian Women of PWNC joyfully met for the PW Spring Gathering on
April 9 at Montreat Presbyterian Church. Check out a more detailed report also
in this issue. 

We are so very thankful for Tina Joyner, who retired
as our Interim Moderator at the Spring
Gathering.  Tina has served Presbyterian Women in
this Presbytery and in the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic
for many years as Moderator, Editor of the Joyful
Noise, and in other positions on the PW
Coordinating Team.  Tina is an example to all of us
for her dedication and service to Presbyterian
Women.

I am grateful for the opportunity to work with all of you as
I take on the challenge of serving as Moderator.  I grew
up in the Seneca, South Carolina Presbyterian
Church.  During the thirty-nine years we lived in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, I was active in PW, serving on the
Presbytery CT and attending Synod of the Sun and
national Gatherings.  I treasure the time I spend with the
Montreat Presbyterian Circle in study and fellowship. 

Corise H. Gambrell
Moderator, PW PWNC 

https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-women


SPRING GATHERING

Eighty Presbyterian Women from seventeen churches gathered joyfully on April
9 at Montreat Presbyterian Church to celebrate the first in-person Gathering
since 2019.  The program featured the Reverend Carol Bechtel, author of the
2022-2023 Horizon’s Bible Study:  Celebrating Sabbath:  Accepting God’s Gift
of Rest and Delight. She described the scope and sequence of the study, citing
Biblical references she used, and demonstrating practices to promote Sabbath
Rest. 

PW business conducted included accepting the Treasurer’s report and
approving the 2023 PW Budget.  The PW Faith Foundation award went to
three local food banks.  A PW scholarship was awarded to Olivia Ellis from
First Presbyterian, Newton.  The Guatemala Microloan Task Force reported on
continued work with Guatemalan women in funding microloans and providing
entrepreneurship opportunities.  New officers were installed, and women who
entered the Church Triumphant in the past year were remembered. The
recipient of the Spring Gathering Offering of over $1,800 was the Black
Mountain Counseling Center, a non-profit that provides counseling services
regardless of the ability to pay.   

New officers were installed, and PW expressed sincere appreciation to Tina
Joyner for her recent service as Interim Moderator and all her years of service
on the Coordinating Team. 

Lunch in Assembly Inn followed the meeting. 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Olivia Ellis from First Presbyterian Church in Newton
has been selected to receive the 2022 Presbyterian
Women Scholarship for Western North Carolina. Olivia
will receive $1500 for  college expenses beginning this
fall. This scholarship may be extended for a second
year pending fulfillment of the scholarship
requirements. 

Olivia has served the community of special needs
children and enjoys helping them excel in the
classroom and especially with Special Olympics. Olivia
wants to obtain a sports engineering degree and would

like to explore the design of equipment for athletes to make their playing
experience safer. 

She is still in the process of deciding on the school she will attend in the fall,
but she is grateful for the scholarship support for her next step in education.
Olivia expressed in her application essay her gratitude to God for putting her in
the right places to help others and she gets so much joy from, as she says,
“seeing the abundant smiles spread across the faces” of those children she
works with.

Our 2021 Scholarship Recipients continue to pursue



their goals of higher education as well. 

Syler Purtill, a member of Tryon Presbyterian Church, is
enrolled at Appalachian State University pursuing a
degree in psychology. 

Grace Weeter, member of Mills River Presbyterian
Church, attends Western Carolina University and is
exploring language and literature as her major. 

These scholarships allow us to be a blessing to young
people in our churches, young people who hold promise
to shine brightly and bring light to many. Thank you to all
who contribute to our scholarship funds and encourage
the youth that we see every week in our pews and in
our communities. 

Please encourage the youth in your church who wish to
attend a four-year university or college to apply for this
scholarship. Forms and information are available
at  https://www.presbyterywnc.org/ministry/presbyterian-
women.

Elizabeth Barbee
PW PWNC Scholarship facilitator

FAITH FUND

This year at the Spring Gathering in Montreat, the Presbyterian Women of the
PWNC announced the recipients of the Faith Fund award. 

MANNA Food Bank of Swannanoa serving 16 counties in WNC received
$1000.00.

Second Harvest Food Bank out of Charlotte serving 6 of our WNC
counties received $855.00 

Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest NC headquartered in Winston-
Salem serving Caldwell County received $420.00. 

If this looks familiar to you, it is.  These foodbanks were the recipients of the
2020 award. The PW of PWNC has not received any Faith Fund applications
for the last two years.   At our February meeting the CT, recognizing that food
insecurity is still a major problem that has been made worse by the Covid 19
pandemic, voted to allocate $2000.00 from the Faith Fund to be again
distributed to the food banks serving the counties in Western North Carolina.
We know that these food banks, supplying much needed groceries through
mobile food distributions to our hungry neighbors, are making a positive impact
on the health and wellbeing of people at risk of hunger in Western NC.  The
folks have extended their thanks to us through their newsletters and notes of
thanks that I receive, and they wish to thank all those involved with these gifts.



A reminder that this annual Faith Fund award was established in 2004 to
encourage local PWs to carry through with creative projects that recognize and
nourish the light of Christ in every person. The faith Fund application is on the
website for the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina www.presbyterywnc.org under Ministries and Presbyterian Women.
The PW of a congregation submits the application and if chosen, the money
goes to the project. This may be a project in the PWNC that they created, are
involved in, and/or support.  The PW Coordinating Team Finance Committee
will determine the amount of the award. Applications are due December 31,
2022.  If you have a benevolent church or community organization, please
consider submitting them for consideration. 

Heather Hudson
Faith Fund

GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT UPDATE: MAY 2022

Recently Mildre (with ADEHGUA,
administrator of the project) shared the
difficulties our sisters in Guatemala are
facing. As they meet with the groups,
they find that high inflation, political unrest
and road closures, and the supply
challenges for some foods and products
are affecting businesses. Mildre uses an
evaluation sheet as she works with each
group on a reactivation plan. The Task
Force has voted to forgive the interest
payments that would have accrued during
this time. In addition to economic effects,
the pandemic has complicated already
difficult situations in almost every group:
domestic violence and violence against women, stress, depression, common
diseases becoming more acute.

Another organization with whom ADEHGUA works offers support for
medications, counseling, and help for family crises. Due to domestic violence
one of the women had to leave her house and take refuge in ADEHGUA
offices; another woman suffered from extortion by gangs, she, and her family
also took refuge for a few days in ADEHGUA. Having a safe place to go and
people to share with makes a difference. 
Despite these challenges, Mildre is always exploring new ways to
encourage and inspire the women.She reports: There is the possibility of
organizing collective entrepreneurship projects so that the women can
implement small businesses and market the products they already have or
look for other production alternatives. 
In Santo Domingo, we propose a small soybean processing plant. The women,
mainly Doña Dina, have knowledge and training on this subject and know how
to make bread, milk, and other derivatives of the product.
In the El Progreso group, the proposal is to work an apiary, produce honey and
derivatives, and sell atole flour, which is an ancestral and traditional work of
families in the area. The idea is that if these processes are successful here, we

http://www.presbyterywnc.org/


can transfer the experiences to the other groups.

PLEASE PRAY for the women and their families.
Also pray for Ellen Dozier and the rest of our
Presbytery Partnership delegation as they travel
to Guatemala May 12-21. She will have the
opportunity to meet with ADEHGUA, listen, and
share face-to-face. 

Given the challenges described, ADEHGUA has provided important
Formation programs to teach the women ways to cope with the stress
and learn about health and wellness. Here Flor leads a workshop teaching
microloan participants how to use breathing to relax and remain healthy.

Order Now: Microloan
Project Note Cards

-  To support the project
and spread the word -

Each card features a
microloan participant and
is sold as a set of three
cards for $10.00 or
purchase all six for
$20.00. These are blank
on the inside for your own
notes and make lovely
gifts as well.  
To order contact Sandra



Teubner

at steubner@charter.net. Please share this info and take orders for your PW
group or congregation. 

A special thank you to Jade Baker of Walnut Creative for designing these
beautiful cards.

Follow us on Facebook: Guatemala Microloan Project for weekly updates.
Check out videos, content, and stories (and donate via the Donate Button) 

on our website: www.GuatemalaMicroloanProject.org

IN MEMORIAM

Presbyterian Women are an integral part of the faith
community, and they are spread across the
community of the faithful. Jane Lee Vondette was a
faithful part of this group of women working as
disciples of Christ in many ways. She passed away
on April 3, 2022 in Ogden Utah. Jane Lee lived in
the Asheville area for a number of years and was an
integral part of the Grace Covenant PW. She served
on the Coordinating team and was treasurer. She
was always proficient with computer skills and at the
kick off program each year showed a montage of the previous year's activities.

Throughout the years Jane Lee served as Circle 4 chair and was often the
leader for our Horizon Bible study. She was also active in the PWWNC and
worked on the Fall and Spring Gatherings. Jane Lee was also the editor of the
Joyful Noise for a while. She also completed the Leadership Training Program
of the Presbytery and was determined to become a Commissioned Lay
Pastor. As her health issues began to interfere with her life she made the
difficult decision to move near family in Utah. Even there she continued to be a
part of the fellowship and ministry of PW. She was a part of the Bible study at
Trinity Presbyterian Church in Ogden, Utah and became an active member of
the presbytery PW. She wrote the newsletter for both her church and the
presbytery PW and attended the overnight PW Gatherings. In addition, she

mailto:steubner@charter.net
http://www.guatemalamicroloanproject.org


was working toward continuing her pathway to Commissioned Pastor by taking
online courses at Austin Seminary. When Grace Covenant's circles met on
Zoom, Jane Lee joined Circle 4 each month. She was in the midst of writing a
novel! She loved crafts and made lovely jewelry and even had some
opportunities to preach via Zoom at her Utah church when the pastor was
away after she was ordained an elder!

Jane Lee had a persistence to reach goals she set for herself as a disciple of
Christ and in spite of many health barriers she continued on that road to the
end of her life as her heart and her God finally called her Home.

Mary Lou Nash

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

June 9-12, 2022 - Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Summer Gathering

The Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic will meet via Zoom
on Friday and Saturday, June 10 and 11.  The Friday evening meeting will
feature the Reverend Jimmie Hawkins, Director of the Office of Public Witness
for the PCUSA.  On Saturday morning, there will be presentations on the new
Bible Study by author, Carol Bechtel.   In addition to the regular business
meeting, there will be information on Massanetta’s fund raising campaign and
a service of remembrance. 

We will share the Zoom link to the Joyful Noise mailing list when it is available. 



October 1, 2022 - Fall Gathering, Hendersonville, NC

That’s right, the FALL GATHERING will be coming soon.  Mark your
calendars, put a note on your bulletin board, do whatever it takes to remember
the date – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2022.  Yes, I know we are still in the
spring season, but before you know it, it will be FALL.  Once again we will have
an opportunity to be together in prayer, in fellowship, in learning more about
the world we live in.  The women of TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
HENDERSONVILLE, will be our host.  Let us come together to share the love
that Christ has demonstrated so wonderfully.



Click on the PW icon to visit the
Presbytery of Western North

Carolina's Presbyterian Women's
page

EMAIL BETH TAYLOR

mailto:beth@hickoryfpc.org

