
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 10, 2022 

 

Dear Friends, 

I hope you, your loved ones, and congregations are well and having a good start to 2022. 

I am writing this letter to let you know of an important development regarding my personal health and its 
impact on the life and ministry of the Presbytery. 

In December, I was diagnosed with prostate cancer. 

The overall diagnosis is Grade Group 3, Gleason Score 7 (4+3), intermediate risk (unfavorable). This means two 
things: 1) the cancer is growing at a moderate rate (not aggressive, but not slowly), and 2) it is more likely to 
grow and spread to other areas outside the prostate (in one biopsy sample the cancer has spread to the 
nerves). The good news is the cancer was caught early and treatment options have a greater than 90% success 
rate. I will have an MRI this week to further examine the prostate and nearby lymph nodes, then on 
Wednesday, February 9, I will undergo radical prostatectomy surgery (removal of the prostate). I have 
communicated with Rev. Connie Button, Chairperson of the Personnel Committee, indicating that I will take a 
six-week medical leave for recovery. The committee consented and I will return to Morganton on Monday, 
March 21st. 

I have informed the Presbytery’s administrative and program staff of my diagnosis and medical leave. Rev. Dr. 
Cam Murchison, Stated Clerk, has agreed to serve as the acting General Presbyter in my absence. Rev. Billy 
Robinson, Associate Presbyter, and our Presbytery Associates (Bob Ayala, Charles Davenport, and Barbara 
Ross) will also be available to assist with other responsibilities if needed. The Administrative staff (Robbin 
Buchanan, Lisa Pressley, Marcia Puckett, and Tonya Williams) will continue to keep the office operating and 
handle any communications. I want to assure you that I am fully confident in our staff to keep the daily 
ministry functions of the Presbytery going without any interruptions.  

I am well mentally, spiritually, and physically. I do ask that you will keep me, wife Regina, and son Andrew in 
your prayers as we seek this path of treatment and recovery. Please know that you all will be in my prayers as 
well. I definitely look forward to returning soon! 

Peace, 

 

Byron A. Wade, General Presbyter 


