
Guatemala Microloan Project Update:   August 2016 
 

Highlights from Cycle 2 - October 2016 to May 2016:   
 
Businesses:  The women in the 4 microloan groups continue to 
invest in a variety of businesses opportunities including raising 
animals to sell, selling new and used clothing or firewood, preparing 
and selling food, sewing.   
 
Challenges:  The most common challenge is the risk in raising 
animals.  One woman had firewood she bought to sell that was 
green and wet; she had to wait to be able to sell it.  They are managing and overcoming the challenges. 
 
Repayment:  68 of 70 women repaid their loans on time, one arranged a late repayment schedule, and one 
defaulted.  The default was difficult since all women in the affected group in Coatepeque helped to cover the 
cost.  However, there were positive aspects in that the group experienced learning, solidarity and growth. 
 
Successes:  

Any's Story:  Any, a member of the microloan group "Women Uniting Efforts" in Santo 
Domingo, is the mother of two children and is 7 months pregnant with their third. 
Click here to learn how the microloan project helped provide a safer environment for 
Any's family.  (Note: If you are not reading this electronically, go to presbyterywnc.org 
and click on Mission Zone, Guatemala Partnership, Microloan Project, then Loan 
Recipient Stories.) 
 
Three women from Coatepeque had very good and unusually quick results, and have 
left the project because they are now able to continue working independently with 

their own capital.  Read about their stories here. 
 
Savings:  Developing the habit of saving is another part of the project.  Each month the women bring their 30 
quetzales or so to add to their account in the bank.  Women who never saved before are learning they can do 
this!  Incidentally, research studies are showing surprisingly positive effects from programs that help the 
poor save even small amounts of money.  (p. 38,  A Path Appears by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn)   
 
Leadership:  Many women are growing in leadership skills.  This is especially true in Las Animas, where 
remarkably strong and positive leadership has facilitated the development of a very committed and cohesive 
group. 
 
Future Plans for Project 
1.  Plans are for women to remain in the project for 3 years (6 cycles) in order to grow in learning and 
experience, and to receive optimum benefit. 
2.  A pilot project is being initiated in Las Animas to integrate health and education into the microloan 
project in order to address identified needs in nutrition, sanitation and health. 
3.  Fund raising continues to grow current groups and to expand into additional communities.  Great interest 
has been generated and other churches have inquired about bringing this project to their communities.   
  

Olga from Las Animas with the corn she and her husband Domingo have grown 

Any with her check 



Prayer Partners Needed 
65 women are participating in cycle 3, including 10 new women.  Additional prayer partners are needed, so 
please consider providing this important support.   Contact Sue Barrett at suebar@comporium.net or 828-
553-3621, to receive a name along with photos and information. 
                            Facebook Page 
Search for "Guatemala Microloan Project" and like our page.  You will 
find many stories of the women involved in this project as well as 
relevant information about Guatemala.  
Your Support is Important 
THANK YOU to Presbyterian Women for the absolutely incredible 
support that has made this project possible and touched many lives.  
To continue investing in ongoing cycles and to enable us to expand to 
other communities, make check payable to PW PWNC, designate for 
the Guatemala Microloan Project, and send to PW treasurer:   
Sharon Meares, 1012 10th ST CT NW, Hickory, NC 28601  
To Arrange a Program 
To arrange a program for your church, PW group, missions committee or other gathering contact Ellen 
Dozier at ellendozier@hotmail.com or 828-403-3988 or Mimi Michael at mimimichael17@gmail.com or 828-
465-0335.  We would be delighted to share stories and details of this project.   
 
 
 

Mildre from Adehgua (back) with new  participant Dolores from Las Animas 


