
Guatemala	Microloan	Project	Update:		February	2016  
Reflections	from	Mimi	Michael	
Cycle 2 of the Guatemala Microloan Project is underway with 70 participants and will run through April 2016.  In 
January Ellen Dozier, Marilyn Baldrige and I were able to travel to Guatemala and meet with ADEHGUA, the 
group overseeing the project, and all four microloan groups.  What a joy to see and hear reports of what the women 
are learning and the benefits they are receiving.  My heart is full of gratitude to God for the way God has been at 
work, and to all of you who have embraced this project and embraced our Guatemalan sisters.  Thank you!   
Here are just a few of the many comments shared:  

Lidia (a leader of her 
church in San Felipe):  
“Women are learning a lot 
about how to invest and 
administer money.  Here there 
are rules.  It is not easy, but 
step by step women are now 
part of a group and learning to 
work together.” 

Lety (a single mother from 
Santo Domingo, sells 
clothing, perfume, cheese 
door to door):  
“I give thanks to God. I feel very 
comforted by God and by you 
brothers and sisters.  God bless 
you wherever you go.”   

 
 
Aura (a new participant from San Felipe, sells 
products for the home):  
“I give thanks to God for the microloans.  This help has been 
very important in my life.  We have seen the powerful hand of 
God because we have not been without food in my house, and my 
sales are increasing.  I hope one day to have much more to be 
able to help many people, no matter their religion, race, or color 
because all of us are children of one powerful God.  May our 
Lord God pour many and abundant blessings on all those that 
make this microloan business possible.”  

Mirna (a new participant from Coatepeque):   
“First, I give thanks to God for the existence of this project that 
is a great help to us women.  I also give thanks to everyone from 
North Carolina for supporting this project.  May God bless you. 
This project has helped me a lot as through it I have been 
sending my children to school, and my business is growing.”   
 

 
Reflections	from	Marilyn	Baldrige	
Marilyn Baldrige, PW moderator from Brevard-Davidson River, represented Presbyterian Women on the January 
trip to Guatemala and shared the following observations from her visits with the microloan groups: 

• The joy of achievement:  the "I can do this" moment and the pride of saving money 
• Women saw the value of re-investing in themselves and their businesses 
• Women were partnering and "Paying It Forward" to help other women 
• The power of Guatemalan women working with Adehgua (Mildres & Julio) - Dina, who said this program is 

a change from the old cultural model of Guatemalans "holding out our hands for money, eating (using) the 
money and then coming back for another handout."   

• The rise in confidence and self esteem - money given in loans returns in many ways    
• The increase in family well-being - enough money to feed and educate their family 
• "Safety in Numbers" - together we can do this 
• My experience has really made me aware of the need to strengthen our local church's sense of partnership 

with their Guatemalan neighbors, to expand this from being "just the mission of a few" to a way to make a 
meaningful contribution with the time God has given me here on earth; how I can use my resources to 
make a difference. 
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There are still many ways that ALL can be involved in the Guatemala Microloan Project! 
 
PRAY:  for the Guatemalan women participants as well as for ADEHGUA.  We need 38 new prayer partners so 
each new loan recipient will have someone praying specifically for them.  Contact Sue Barrett at suebar@comporium.net or  
828-553-3621 to receive a name.  Prayer partners will receive info and photos of the person they are praying for as it 
becomes available.  This is an important way for individuals, circles or PW groups to provide support. 
 
STAY INFORMED:  Like our Facebook page at "Guatemala Microloan Project" or email mimimichael17@gmail.com 
to receive periodic email updates. 
 
GIVE:   A benefit of this project is that repaid loans are recycled into other loans.  However, ongoing 
administrative expenses and additional capital to involve more women is needed.  Checks payable to PW PWNC 
and designated for Guatemala Microloan Fund can be sent to:  
                Becky Lineberger, PW Treasurer 
                1738 Charles Raper Jonas Hwy 
                Mt Holly, NC 28120 
 
OFFER:  the Mother's Day Card Project at your church.  Invite your congregation to honor special women on 
Mother's Day by donating to the Guatemala Microloan Project.  Each honoree will receive a card explaining how 
the donation empowers women to grow in self-esteem, hope and freedom.   For further information, instructions, and to 
order cards contact: Debby Vial at debby.vial@gmail.com or 502-407-7402. 
 
SHARE:  Invite members of the Guatemala Microloan Task Force to speak to your group or church:  Marilyn 
Baldrige, Jamie Beasley, Patricia Clark, Ellen Dozier, Buzz Durham, Ben Hill, Margarette Kennerly, Susan Maveety, Barbara 
McLean, Mimi Michael, and Ginnie Stevens.   

	

	
Women	from	microloan	group	in	Coatepeque	

	
A special thank you to Barbara McLean who provided an article about the Guatemala Microloan Project that appeared in the 
Nov/Dec Horizons magazine!  
	 


