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OUTREACH DIVISION 
January 31, 2009 

 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
 
Mission Committee—oral report only, and flyers on a display table 
 

SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE COMMITTEE 
Self-Development of People grants are funded by a portion of the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  
In December, the SDOP Committee reviewed applications and voted to award two grants: 
• $4,000 to “Home Cleaning Professionals—An Immigrant Women’s Cooperative.” This is a worker-

owned cooperative that aims to better the quality of life of Latina immigrants and their families 
through dignifying cleaning jobs with just wages. The program has two components: house cleaning 
jobs in the Asheville area and training as business women. 

• $9,000 “Opportunity Threads.” This is a Hispanic sewing cooperative in the Morganton area. They 
take the discarded irregular clothing from an organic company to make a line of organic stuffed 
animals. Currently they are making monkeys from multi-colored socks and penguins from irregular 
pants.  

 
PEACE & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

• Do you know about the “Big Tent Event,” June 11-13 in Atlanta! “Experience 10 different PCUSA 
partner conferences, occurring concurrently, with common time set aside for all participants to 
sample workshops conducted by partner groups, be in worship together, enjoy meals together and 
attend a transforming Saturday night celebration.” Conferences include: New Immigrants Ministries 
Convocation, National Multicultural Church Conference, National Elders Conference, 
CPM/COM/Seminary Healthy Ministry Conference, Racial Ethnic Convocation, Stewardship 
Conference, Communicators Network, Peacemaking Conference, PHEWA Social Justice Biennial 
Conference, and Evangelism and Church Growth Conference. For more information, go to 
www.pcusa.org/bigtent. 

• Possible trip to BorderLinks. The Peace & Justice Committee is exploring the possibility of a 
Presbytery trip to BorderLinks (Arizona/Mexico border) in the early Fall that would include both 
education on the region and a work project. If you would be interested in going on a trip through this 
PCUSA linked ministry, contact Grace Boyer in the Presbytery Office.   

 
HUNGER COMMITTEE 

• February 1 is Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday! You can still register at www.souperbowl.com. On 
Souper Bowl Sunday, youth stand at the doors of your church with soup pots and collect dollars and 
cans to deliver to a local agency. The Hunger Committee hopes to SUPERSIZE your offering again 
in 2009 by supplementing your offering with Nickel-A-Meal funds. If you report your total offering 
on the Souper Bowl website by Feb 28, the Hunger Committee will mail a check to your church to 
give to the agency of your choosing. There will be flyers at the Presbytery meeting with more 
information.   

• One Great Hour of Sharing Offering is coming! The OGHS offering is a denomination-wide offering 
that is usually received on Easter or Palm Sunday and is split between the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, and the Self-Development of People 
Program. This year marks the 60th anniversary of the offering that began as American Christians  

http://www.pcusa.org/bigtent
http://www.souperbowl.com/
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recognized the need to respond to the worldwide devastation caused by World War II. For more 
information, or to order materials, go to www.pcusa.org/oghs.   

• Nickel-A-Meal Offering Grant Recipients: 
Thank you to all the churches that participated in the Nickel-A-Meal offering in 2008. In November, 
the Hunger Committee reviewed applications and awarded the following Regional Grants, pending 
Council approval: $5,000 to Burke United Christian Ministries (sponsored by FPC Morganton), 
$4,000 to Loving Food Resources (sponsored by Kenilworth Presbyterian Church in Asheville), 
$4,000 to Interfaith Assistance Ministry (sponsored by Saluda Presbyterian Church), $4,500 to LINC 
Home Meals Program(sponsored by FPC Lincolnton). 
We also awarded Supplemental Grants to agencies we were not able to fully fund in the Spring:  
$500 to Dulatown Presbyterian Church “Food Pantry Ministry,” $500 to Ridgeview Saturday 
Breakfast Program (Hickory), $500 to Welcome Table of Swannanoa, $1,000 to Cherokee County 
Sharing Center (Murphy). 
International Grants that were awarded included: $7,500 to Burke Sunrise, Inc. (Stop Hunger Now 
Project for Haiti), $5,245 to PCUSA “Road to Life Yard” program in Haiti, $20,000 to Nkhoma 
Synod Malawi Orphan Project, $12,500 to Guatemalan Health Program.   
Attached, you will see a summary of all Nickel-A-Meal grants awarded in 2008. At the Presbytery 
meeting, there will be flyers available with newsletter or minute for mission articles about each of 
these ministries that you can use in your home church. 
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2008 NICKEL A MEAL REPORT  

     
International Programs (55%)     67,587.71  
Regional Programs (40%)     49,154.70  
Promotion/Education (5%)       6,144.34  
    122,886.75  
     

INTERNATIONAL GRANTS  
     
Guatemala:    
 Support the partnership health program     12,500.00  
 Children's Nutrition Program    
 Bonus for Children's Nutrition Program    
    (This will be sent after the Guatemalan Health Committee there has a plan    
     that will help churches figure out ways to enhance their programs.)    
     
Haiti:     
 La Gonave Children's Feeding Program       7,500.00  
 Agricultural Program of Farmer's Movement of Papay (Road to Life Yard)       5,245.00  
    (program with which PCUSA missionary Mark Hare works)    
 Burke Sunrise, Inc - Haiti Project       7,500.00  
     
Malawi:    
 Nkhoma Synod:  Seeds and fertilizer for caregivers of AIDS orphans     20,000.00  
 Nkhoma Hospital & Agricultural Programs    
      
      52,745.00  
     
     

REGIONAL GRANTS  
        
Burke United Christian Ministries       5,000.00  
Cherokee County Sharing Center       5,000.00  
City of Refuge Community          900.00  
Community Relief Organization       2,000.00  
Dulatown Presbyterian Church       3,500.00  
ECCCM       2,000.00  
Homeward Bound of Asheville       2,000.00  
Interfaith Assistance Ministries       4,000.00  
Linc Home Meals Program       4,500.00  
Loving Food Resources       4,000.00  
Ridgeview Saturday Breakfast Program       2,500.00  
Rutherford LIFEServices, Inc       3,000.00  
S.O.C.K.S.       1,000.00  
The Welcome Table       3,000.00  
      
 TOTAL     42,400.00  
     
Balance for SuperBowl from Regional Grants       6,754.70  
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GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 2008 REPORT 

Thanks be to our Lord Jesus Christ, who has brought us together in partnership for nearly 15 
years! 2008, as every year does, presented its challenges and blessings.   

The year started out with a new relationship between the partnership committees and the Proyecto de 
Salud (Health Project). Concern over whether the program could proceed, following the dismissal of the 
director of Health Project, led to the suspension of Health Committee activities until the new Joint 
Committee in Guatemala and the PWNC Health Committee could meet. The Partnership Committees 
recommended these Health Committees take time to evaluate the management and direction of the 
program. In April 2008, they met in Guatemala with Judith Nebrig, representing the PWNC's 
Partnership Committee, and Tracey King, the PCUSA regional coordinator, with training in conflict 
management. From their deliberations, a working document, outlining present concerns and future 
directions, was drafted.  Since then, some Health Committee work has been reactivated (specifically the 
Children's Nutrition Program).  No Health Program director(s) have been selected yet. 

Children's scholarship programs, largely funded by partner churches, continued to grow. Currently, all 
except two in Suchi are engaged in helping children with school expenses. All but four churches in Sur 
Occidente have programs. All together around 500 students are being helped.   

Visits between North Carolina and Guatemala continued as well. Three PWNC churches: Brevard-
Davidson River, partner church of Horeb; Shelby, partner of Monte los Olivos, and; Grace Covenant, 
partner church of Jerusalem, sent teams to visit their partners in 2008. Through the PWNC partnership 
delegation, the following churches made visits to their Guatemalan partner churches:   

Sur Occidente Presbytery: First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville (Jesus la Luz del Mundo); 
Newland (Estrella de Belen); FPC, Belmont (Buenas Nuevas); Banner Elk (Arca de Noe).   

Suchitepequez Presbytery: First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Holly (Palin); FPC, Gastonia (Primitiva); 
FPC, Dallas (Bethesda); FPC, Hickory (Monte Hebron); FPC, Burnsville (Nueva Esperanza). 

The PWNC Partnership Committee visited in Suchitepequez: Golgotha (FPC, Cherryville); Jesus El 
Buen Pastor (Long Creek); Nueva Esperanza (FPC, Burnsville); Monte Horeb (needs partner). In Sur 
Occidente, committee members visited El Redentor (FPC, Newton and Emanuel), Bethlehem (FPC, 
Swannanoa), Nuevo Jerusalem (Waldensian); Jerusalem (Grace Covenant).   

Unfortunately, none of the proposed Guatemalan delegates were granted visas. PWNC has asked 
PCUSA to take up the matter of visas with the US Embassy in Guatemala City. Two women, however, 
who already had visas, were invited to PWNC to meet with the Presbyterian Women and to help 
celebrate Ellen Dozier's retirement as a mission co-worker in Guatemala. They also visited their partner 
churches, FPC, Gastonia and Brevard-Davidson River. 

All three presbyteries continue to provide both financial and spiritual support for Dr. Barbara Nagy and 
her three daughters, missionaries in Malawi, Africa. As well as unified giving and offerings, members of 
churches in Guatemala have been collecting aluminum cans and members in Western North Carolina 
have been collecting cells phones to sell in order to increase the amount of money we can together send 
to help the patients and staff of Nkhoma Hospital. 
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At the beginning of 2008, PWNC was able to provide both Guatemalan Presbyteries with some money 
to use to handle personal emergencies within their presbyteries. Both have established guidelines for 
disbursement and have committees providing oversight. This year, PWNC suffered a major economic 
setback, along with the rest of the country and, indeed, the world and will be unable to replenish these 
funds without designated gifts for them.  

Both Guatemalan Presbyteries are attempting to provide theological education for those who aspire to 
become pastors and lay leaders. PWNC provided a small amount of financial help to support these 
endeavors. The Theological Institute in Sur Occidente is now officially a seminary.   

New financial arrangements between PCUSA and IENPG have allowed PWNC to send the 5% of 2007 
project monies being held back, on to the IENPG for their use. PWNC’s suggestion, that it be given as 
part of IENG's pledge to the special restricted account that Synod (May 2007) voted to set up to help the 
Jerusalem and Eben Ezer Churches in Sur Occidente, was not accepted. We continue to look for ways to 
support the churches in Guatemala that lost their church buildings, first by illegal seizure by dissidents, 
then by the Synod’s acceptance of the dissidents back.   

The planned PWNC celebration of the Guatemalan partnership in September was postponed due to gas 
shortages.  It has been rescheduled for January 11, 2009. 

The churches in PWNC were asked to evaluate the partnership over all and their partnership with their 
Guatemalan sister church. During their annual joint meeting, the Partnership Committees of PWNC, 
Suchitepequez, and Sur Occidente evaluated the current five-year covenant, which expires at the end of 
2009, and began the process of developing a new one.   

 
 


