
D-1

THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Rev. Dr. James F. Bernhardt, Chair 

April 28, 2009

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND THAT PRESBYTERY ADOPT THE AUXILIARY LAY PASTOR
POLICY.  (See COM Attachment 1)

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record.   

I. APPROVED THE EXAMINATION AND TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. LEE W. BOWMAN

From: Transylvania Presbytery
As: Pastor, Highlands First Presbyterian Church
Effective: April 5, 2009
(See COM Attachment 2 for Bio Credo.)

B. DAVID STOVER
From: Providence Presbytery 
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: February 10, 2009
(See COM Attachment 3 for Bio Credo.)

II. APPROVED PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP AND TERMS OF CALL:
A. LEE W. BOWMAN

Salary $40,000
Deferred Compensation     3,000
Housing Allowance   21,000
Utilities     3,000
Social Security     5,125.50
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Professional Development     3,000
Auto Allowance     2,000

Total $77,125.50

Pension/Insurance       Yes
Four Weeks Vacation       Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave       Yes

III. APPROVED INTERIM PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Stratton Peacock and Swannanoa First Presbyterian Church

Extended: February 12, 2009 - February 11, 2010
B. Richard G. Lonnee and Cullowhee Presbyterian Church

Extended: April 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009

IV. APPROVED STATED SUPPLY RELATIONSHIPS:
A. John Craven and Bridgewater Presbyterian Church

Extended: February 1, 2009 - January 31, 2010
B. David Stover and Canton Presbyterian Church

Approved: February 1, 2009 - January 31, 2010
C. Wyatt Aiken and Pineola Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009

V. APPROVED THE CONTINUATION OF COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR
RELATIONSHIP:
A. Dwayne Durham and Riceville Presbyterian Church

Extended: March 1, 2009 - August 31, 2009

VI. APPROVED DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP:
A. David L. Morgan and New Hope Presbyterian Church, Asheville

Effective: March 31, 2009

VII. APPROVED THE REQUEST FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:
A. William H. Serjak

Effective:  June 30, 2009 
B. David L. Morgan

Effective: April 1, 2009

VIII. APPROVED MOVING FROM ACTIVE STATUS TO MEMBER-AT-LARGE:
A. Aimee Buchanan

IX. APPROVED AS MODERATOR:
A. Carol Steele and Montreat Presbyterian Church

X. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. Carol Seaman

From: Newton Presbytery
As: Interim Pastor, Hickory First Presbyterian Church
Effective: March 15, 2009
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XI. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. Earl Kreisa

In: Cincinnati Presbytery
As: Supply Pastor, St. John’s Westminster Union Church (UCC)
Effective: June 8, 2009 - September 14, 2009

XII. APPROVED ORDINATION/INSTALLATION COMMISSIONS:

A. Administrative Commission for Ordination/Installation of Heather Wood, on Sunday,
February 15, 2009, at 11:00 a.m., at First Presbyterian Church of Hickory, North
Carolina.

Name Responsibility on Commission Min/Eld.
Bobbi White Moderator/Preside Minister   
Ed Brenegar Propound Constitutional Questions Minister
Dan McEachran Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Kelly Fulcher Charge the Minister Elder
Deborah McEachran Charge the Congregation Minister
Oscar Garcia Lead in Worship Elder

Guest
Kim Long Preach the Sermon Minister

B. Administrative Commission for Installation of Margaret Wilson-Stayton on Sunday,
March 29, 2009, at 4:00 p.m. at the Lowell Presbyterian Church.

Name Responsibility Minister/Elder
J. D. Waldrop Moderator/Preside and Elder

Propound Constitutional Questions
Claude Wilson-Stayton Preach the Sermon Minister
Don Koran Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Deborah McEachran Charge the Minister Minister
Charles Davenport Charge the Congregation Minister
Paula Wallace Prayer of Installation Elder
C. A. Allison Lead in Worship Elder



COM ATTACHMENT 1
DRAFT (02/13/09)

(Revised 3/03/09)
The Presbytery of Western North Carolina

AUXILIARY LAY PASTORS

1. Definition: Auxiliary Lay Pastors (ALPs) are experienced former Commissioned Lay Pastors
who have been approved for occasional service in this Presbytery on an as needed, as available
basis. Making this temporary resource available to Presbytery is not intended to take the place of
Ministers of the Word and Sacrament.

2. Those persons who have served for at least five years as a Commissioned Lay Pastor, fulfilling
all the requirements of the Book of Order (G-14.0560) may be further commissioned by
Presbytery, as part of its strategy for mission, as its Auxiliary Lay Pastors, if they meet the
following requirements:

a. They submit an application for this further service to Presbytery’s Committee on
Ministry (COM).

b. Their application is endorsed by the Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) Sub-Committee
and approved by the COM.

c. Those so approved will be recognized as Auxiliary Lay Pastors at a meeting of the
Presbytery.

d. Their names and contact information will be included in the annual Presbytery directory
with the abbreviation: ALP.

e. This arrangement may be revoked at any time by the COM or the ALP.

3. Auxiliary Lay Pastors may, when requested by the moderator of a Session, and with the approval
of the COM chair or the General Presbyter for each occasion:

a. Moderate a Session meeting;
b. Celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism or the Lord’s Supper in a congregational worship

service;
c. Preside at a service of Christian marriage, giving God’s blessing on the man and the

woman; and
d. Officiate at funeral services.

4. Auxiliary Lay Pastors shall have voice and vote in meetings of this Presbytery, being reckoned
as elder commissioners. While their work as ALPs is supervised by Presbytery, they remain
under the care of the Session of the congregation of their membership.

5. The COM shall appoint for each ALP a minister of the Word and Sacrament to be a mentor and
supervisor.

6. The CLP Sub-Committee shall annually, in consultation with the above mentor and supervisor,
review the work of each ALP, reporting its findings to the COM, which shall decide whether or
not to continue Presbytery recognition.
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Statement of Faith – Lee W. Bowman

As I think about my life and ministry, my own expression of theology and ecclesiology and my
experience of God working in the world, I am drawn to the opening words of the Brief Statement of
Faith (as they paraphrase the beginning statement of the Heidelberg Catechism): In life and in death we
belong to God.  The Brief Statement talks about that belonging in terms of a relationship of trust
between a loving God and a longing community.  It is in that context that I affirm my belief in
God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer—as both historically and objectively true
and personally real.

It is the longing to know this God—beyond our grasp but within our reach, past our knowing but
within our searching—that draws me to Scripture.  I approach Scripture not as science or polemic but as
a faith diary professing God’s undeserved grace that has been handed down to generations of believers
as a rich tapestry of trust and doubt, of beauty and brokenness.  I believe it to be the authoritative word
for faith and practice rather than God’s literal word.  I am also grateful to the Task Force on Peace,
Unity & Purity for its groundwork in Biblical interpretation and for its clear delineation of interpretive
models at work in our current conversations in the Church.

As a loved child of God, professing Christ as Lord and Savior and comforted and challenged by
Holy Spirit, I share in this life with others who are also loved, redeemed and sustained.  We call
ourselves the Church, the Body of Christ, and in that relatedness we are able to celebrate not only our
commonality but also our differences as gifts of a loving God.  Further, I believe that I have been
saved—or as Daniel Day Williams said it, relieved of my private burdens—not so that I can feel good
about myself but so that I can, in turn, take up public burdens.  It is in that sense that I function as one
who is called to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.

My beginnings as a Presbyterian amounted to little more than an accident of birth.  I have
remained a Presbyterian because the Reformed Tradition makes sense to me.  I don’t have to park my
brain at the door on Sunday when I come to church.  The ongoing conversation between the Church and
the culture around it in the form of our historic Creeds and Confessions is another way in which
Presbyterians practice a faith that calls the whole person before God.  When I teach about the Barmen
Declaration or the Confession of 1967, I too am renewed in my belief that Jesus Christ is Lord and that
lordship calls me to join in Christ’s reconciling work in the world.

I celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism as a sign and seal of God’s grace and the beginning of the
thousand single steps of the journey of faith.  It is the door by which we are brought into the Church of
Jesus Christ, and it provides the frame for the remainder of the Christian life.  The Lord’s Supper points
to God’s liberating and reconciling work in the world.  Through the work of Holy Spirit, the Lord’s
Supper seals Christ’s promise of being eternally present with us.  And it provides a powerful theological
model of Christian mission and fellowship as the table around which the whole church is called to
gather—red and yellow, black and white, we are precious in His sight.



Faith Journey – Lee W. Bowman
February, 2009

I am one of the lucky ones—I came to faith easily.  I was blessed with parents who loved me
freely.  From both their loving and forgiving natures, I was able to believe that it was possible that God
also loved and forgave me.  

As a child my faith formation was most strongly influenced by my mother.  From her I learned
that God is larger than my questions and that the opposite of faith is not doubt or unbelief but ennui.  

During the summer after my junior year in high school, I attended a Young Life Camp in
Colorado.  Though I am uncomfortable with the term ‘conversion’ (because of my belief that conversion
is not a once-for-all occurrence but a continual one), I experienced the risen Christ atop a Colorado
mountain that summer.  When I came down from that mountain, I returned home, ready to evangelize
half of the civilized world.  But God is merciful, and in the natural course of things I was soon packing
my bags to travel to Ohio for a national Student Council camp.  It was about as exciting as it sounds, but
one critical thing happened there.  As soon as I arrived, I was introduced to my roommate, an African-
American girl from Mississippi.  We took one look at each other and were speechless.  As the week
progressed, though, we became friends, and out of that trust, she was able to tell me how frightened she
was of me when we first met, while I was at the same time thinking I was just about the finest young
Christian to walk down the pike.  Those two experiences—the acceptance of Jesus Christ as my Lord
and Savior and the recognition that as a Christian, I had engendered fear in the heart of one of God’s
children—are forever fused in my psyche.  For that reason my faith journey is most succinctly framed
with the words of the Great Commandment: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul,
mind and strength, and your neighbor as yourself. 

The call to ministry—at least in the beginning stages—did not come quickly or easily.  I had
never known a woman pastor nor heard one preach.  In addition, my home church in Memphis,
Tennessee gave the clear, if unspoken, message that I should be serious about my faith, but not too
serious.  I mention this not to whine about lost opportunities but to say that there was a time when I
could not imagine myself in ministry.  I appreciate, therefore, others who struggle with similar feelings
in their own faith journeys.  I am particularly grateful to my husband, Dave, who recognized a call to
ministry in me long before I could see it in myself.

My experience of God at work in the world is the constant reminder of God’s faithfulness.  I see
this in the tear-streaked faces of a couple who have found their way back to church and stand with their
daughter at her baptism.  I hear it in the honest questions of our confirmands.  I am assured of it as I
speak the promises of Scripture to a grieving family.  And in a particularly poignant way, I know of
God’s faithfulness when I prepare a class of mentally handicapped adults to receive the Sacrament of
Baptism as they become members of the church.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.



STATEMENT OF FAITH

David C. Stover

My faith is rooted in the Reformed tradition. I believe and serve the God
who is reveled in the Scriptures and ultimately in Jesus the Christ. God
created the heavens and the earth, entered into covenant with Abraham and

Sarah, continued self discloser in the history of Israel through Exodus from
slavery, creating a people to worship and serve and remaining true to
covenant through prosperity and periods of judgment. God loved the
people, judged them, redeemed them, and ultimately became one of them in
Jesus the Christ. Jesus was the servant Messiah who gave himself for us and

revealed God as the One who overcame death in his resurrection. God

continues among us as Holy Spirit who works among us in our individual
lives, in the church, and in the world.

God calls the church to be in the world, proclaiming the good news of God in
Christ to become faithful in reconciling ourselves to one another, to struggle
to bring justice, mercy and peace to a world in pain and need. I believe that
the church is called to share knowledge of God in study that leads to change
our behavior as we relate to other people and how we use things. We are
called to reach out to sisters and brothers who need real expressions of

God's love as they experience love in healing the sick, proclaiming the
presence and coming of God's kingdom, and finding friends who will stand
with them during times of struggle and suffering.

I believe that we often fail in our discipleship and offer empty rhetoric when
hope, reconciliation, and a caring community of faith are called for. I
further believe that the Holy Spirit awakens us to experience Church in new
ways and through new structures for ministry. We acknowledge God's

presence among us and confess our failures. We hear God's word
proclaimed and respond to it with new commitments, often not recognizing
the work and presence of Christ in Word and sacrament.

I believe that God calls us to be a church that does not baptize the values of
our culture but calls us to challenge the culture with the Gospel. I believe
that small and powerless churches are still the Body of Christ and have calls
to be the church where God calls them to minister.
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Biographical Sketch
David Stover

I was in college in 1949, taking Social Studies 101 from a professor with a
remarkable social vision. We did not have a text book. His syllabus
required us to research contempory issues. We read on the Races of
Mankind long before Civil rights were discussed. We struggled with the
Malthesusian theory of population growth years before it became a public
issue. Because we were in West Virginia coal fields, we studied the labor
movement. We studied the causes and effects of World War II and the Nazi

Genocide before the word was current. That class raised my horizons far
above the mountains around me so that I saw a world I did not know existed.

As I reflected on those issues, it dawned on me that the world was not what

God intended in creation and I began to see that the Church was the
community that had the tools of gospel to address some of those issues.
That was the beginning of my call to ministry.

I went to church because I was paid to sing in choirs, but as a result of that
class I began to hear things differently. God was not something preachers
talked about. God was the power in the world to call people to seek justice.
Jesus became God incarnate in the world, calling people to view neighbors as
brothers and sisters who needed our presence and help as followers. The
Holy Spirit created discomfort with human indifference and I began to see
myself in a new light - one called to move into the world with a powerful
story that called us to a new kind of life. The Scriptures that I had learned as
a youngster began to show me that I was part of a story that had, was and
continued to be a word beyond just Sunday School. They awakened me to
God's presence in Jesus as the One who called, led and empowered the
church to be God's people in the world who saw people and things

differently.

I sang in Baptist, Episcopal, Presbyterian and Catholic Churches and even a
Synagogue. That exposure led me to claim the Presbyterian community,
where I grew up. The sovereignty of God, the centrality of scripture, the
Lordship of Christ, the Biblical foundation of worship and the sacraments
were a part of me through those early years and remain basic elements of my
faith. These things are reflections of my faith and my life.
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