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The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
         114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655   Phone:  (828)438-4217   Fax: (828)437-8655

 PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!
October 11, 2010

To: Members of The Presbytery of Western North Carolina

From: Bert Sigmon, Stated Clerk

Subject: Upcoming 2-Day Presbytery Meeting

The 86th stated meeting of Presbytery is rapidly approaching! The meeting will be held

Friday and Saturday, October 22 & 23, 2010, at Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat

Center.  Directions and a facility map are enclosed for your convenience.

The meeting will take place in the International Room at the Lambuth Inn, with

registration being held in the lobby. Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m. on Friday and

will close at 11:45 a.m.  It will reopen Friday afternoon from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

On Saturday morning, registration will be open from 8:30 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. 

Other happenings include:

Prayers before Presbytery - 8:30 a.m. on Friday in the Chapel

Elder Orientation - 8:30 a.m. on Friday & Saturday in Room 103

Morning Refreshments - 8:30 a.m. on Friday in Room 105

8:30 a.m. on Saturday in International Room

Lunch will be served from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m. on Friday and dinner will be served

from 5:30 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.  Breakfast will be served on Saturday from 7:00 a.m. until

8:00 a.m.

*There will be no meal tickets sold the day of the meeting!*

*Just a reminder, everyone must pre-register 

if you will be attending this meeting!*

VERY IMPORTANT!  For those lodging, you must check-in at the Bethea Welcome

Center after 3:00 p.m. on the day of arrival in order to get your room key!  

Any special prayer requests should be placed on the Clerk's table before 11:00 a.m. on

Friday.

To request an excused absence, please e-mail 

(rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org), fax (828/437-8655) 

or call the Presbytery Office (828/438-4217) 

prior to October 20, 2010.

mailto:(admin@hci.net),


Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center

91 N. Lakeshore Drive

Lake Junaluska, NC 28745

Phone: 828-452-2881

Email:info@sejumc.org

Fax: 828-456-4040

The Bethea Welcome Center  “CHECK-IN”
for all Lake Junaluska Lodging at the 

“Bethea Welcome Center.”  

Driving Directions 
Coming from East (from Asheville-25 miles):
From I-40, take exit 27 onto US 19-23.
Drive 3-4 miles.
Do not take exit 104 -- it is easy to get lost.
Take exit 103 and drive about 1 mile until you see Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center front entrance
gates on the right.
Bear right and follow the main road to the Bethea Welcome Center.

Coming from West (from Knoxville- 92 miles):
From I-40, take exit 20 toward "Lake Junaluska, Maggie Valley".
Bear right on the ramp.
Drive 7 miles until you come to the stop light.
Turn left at the light and drive 3 more miles until you pass the
second stop light.
The Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center front gates
will be on your left shortly after.
Turn left and follow the main road to the Bethea Welcome Center.

Coming from Atlanta- 172 miles from Midtown:
I-85 North to I-985 North. At Gainesville, GA take 365 North to 441 North into NC. Just past Dillsboro, NC,
441 merges with US 74 which will turn into 23/74.  Take Hwy 23/74 North Lake Junaluska/Maggie Valley Exit
(102-B).  Travel two miles then turn right on US 19.  The entrance to Lake Junaluska is approximately ¼ mile
on left. 
Turn left and follow the main road to the Bethea Welcome Center.

Using a GPS?  Below is the street address of the Bethea Welcome Center.
Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center
91 N. Lakeshore Drive
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745



THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
114 Silver Creek Road ~ Morganton, North Carolina 28655 ~ 828 438-4217 ~ FAX 828 437-8655

NEWCOMER’S GUIDE TO PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

WELCOME!
Despite rumors to the contrary, many really do enjoy the time of fellowship and sharing when our
Presbytery meets. However, if you have not been to such a meeting before, it may seem a little
confusing at first. It is hoped that this guide will make your participation more meaningful. For at
Presbytery meetings, we have good news to share, successes to celebrate, helpful resources to publicize,
important (and some not so important) decisions to make, plans to approve, and a wonderful family of
112 congregations to get to know better.

WHAT IS A PRESBYTERY?
A Presbytery is the key governing body in our denomination. There are 173 Presbyteries in the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Ours includes all the PCUSA congregations with nearly 19,000 members in
23 counties in the western part of North Carolina. It consists of all the active Ministers and at least one
Elder from each congregation (larger ones have additional Elders). Various procedures ensure that there
is approximately an equal number of Ministers and Elders; both are known as commissioners and they
have an equal vote. It is vital that each congregation be represented by its Elder(s)!

WHAT DOES A PRESBYTERY DO?
A Presbytery is responsible for the mission and government of the Church throughout its area. “In
partnership with Sessions, the mission of our Presbytery is to foster vital and faithful congregations to
be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ.” By combining resources, Presbytery can help each church
improve its ministry by assisting with the calling of pastors, teacher training, grants and loans, officer
development, camping, mission trips, and many other support services.

WHEN DOES PRESBYTERY MEET?
There are four full-day stated (regular) meetings, generally towards the end of the months of January
(Saturday), April (Tuesday at the Montreat Conference Center), July (Tuesday), and October (Friday
and Saturday at the Lake Junaluska Conference Center). Special meetings at other times can be called,
and Presbytery committees meet throughout the year.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THIS MEETING?
All commissioners will receive, in advance, a packet of reports, proposed actions and background
information. Other papers (generally called “Addenda”) will be handed out when you register. Please
read these carefully, and be prepared, since these papers will only be referred to during the meeting
before a committee chair (with some explanation) moves adoption of an action.

In general, these things will occur:

1. Celebration: We will worship together with hymns, prayers, Scripture, preaching and the
Lord’s Supper. We will also welcome new ministers, commission teams on mission trips
(especially to Guatemala and Malawi), give thanks for special achievements, and pledge
ourselves to better mission and witness. Join in the fellowship of committed Christians.

2. Information: You will learn about lots of events and opportunities to share with your
Session and congregation: new programs, mission plans, available resources, etc. Be a
good communicator when you are back home.



3. Education: You will hear from missionaries, as well as leaders of our colleges, children’s
homes, camps and other institutions; Presbytery officials and Ministers joining our
Presbytery. There is always much to learn.

4. Presbytery Procedures: Much is fairly routine: adoption of the docket (order of
consideration), approval of minutes, receiving reports, etc. Several routine housekeeping
matters are put together in an Omnibus Motion, which is voted on as a unit (but you can
remove any item for later discussion). Though rather unexciting, these matters are
necessary. 

5. Debate and Action: At most meetings, there will be a few items that deserve extensive
discussion. Though each recommendation has been reviewed by a committee or the
Coordinating Council, it should nevertheless be carefully considered before you decide
how to vote. If you do not understand what is happening, please ask the Moderator to
explain the matter currently before the Presbytery. If you want to offer a motion, the
Stated Clerk would be glad to help you draft it.  Don’t worry about parliamentary
procedure. Your role is to listen carefully, share in the debate, if you feel led to do so,
and then vote as the Holy Spirit leads you to understand what is best for Christ’s Church.

It is a privilege and responsibility to help guide this part of the Church of Jesus Christ. Be prepared.
Listen. Pray. Take notes. Report back home. Remember that you are helping our Presbytery in a much
valued and vital way to build up the Body of Christ, to the greater glory of our Lord. 

(Prepared by James Aydelotte,  former Stated Clerk, with thanks to Providence Presbytery in South
Carolina.)

PRESBYTERY MEETING DATES

October 22-23, 2010 Lake Junaluska Conference Center

January 29, 2011 Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

April 26, 2011 Montreat Conference Center

July 26, 2011 Gastonia, First

October 21-22, 2011 Lake Junaluska Conference Center

January 28, 2012 TBA

April 24, 2012 Montreat Conference Center

July 31, 2012 TBA

October 26-27, 2012 Lake Junaluska Conference Center



RULES FOR DEBATE

1. When any commissioner wishes to speak (other than to second a motion, which can be done from one’s
chair), he or she shall go to one of the floor microphones and seek recognition from the Moderator.

2. When recognized, the commissioner shall state his or her name and position in Presbytery before
contributing to the debate.

3. All remarks should be addressed to the Moderator, should be confined to the merits of the pending
question, and must not attack a commissioner’s motives.

4. If several commissioners are standing at microphones waiting to speak to the same motion, the
Moderator shall attempt to alternate pro and con speakers.

5. All proposed amendments (other than a few consecutive words) must be submitted in writing to the
Stated Clerk, preferably in advance of making a motion.

6. If time for further study or consultation is desired before a vote is taken, commissioners shall ordinarily
offer the motion to Postpone to a Particular Time, instead of a motion to Lay on the Table.

7. If a commissioner wishes to end an ongoing debate,
a. he or she must go to a floor microphone and obtain recognition from the Moderator;
b. when recognized, he or she may move the previous question;
c. another commissioner must second this motion (can be done from one’s chair, without

recognition);
d. the Moderator shall immediately conduct a standing vote on this motion to cut off further debate;

[Note: The above is Robert’s Rules as is enjoined by our constitution (Book of
Order, G-9.0302). However, this Presbytery chooses to follow the Parliamentary
Procedures of the General Assembly, which give the Moderator some discretion
in this matter. “The Moderator is in a position to refuse premature closure of
debate by a member through the use of the motion to ‘call the question.’ If, in
the Moderator’s judgement, the assembly has not completed debate, the
Moderator has the power to refuse the motion to close debate.”]

e. if there is a two-thirds affirmative vote to end debate, the Moderator shall immediately conduct
a vote on the motion before the Presbytery.

8. The substitute motion is a form of amendment applied when the desire is to amend a motion in several
different, nonconsecutive places. It also is used when the text to be amended is longer than a paragraph.
The following procedure may be used (at the Moderator’s discretion) after a substitute motion is made.
a. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the main motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
b. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the substitute motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
c. The Moderator puts the question: “Shall the substitute motion replace the main motion?” At this

time, the merits of both the main motion and the substitute motion may be debated, but no
further amendments are in order.

d. The Moderator takes vote on the above question.
1. If the question is approved, the main motion disappears and the substitute motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote.
2. If the question is defeated, the substitute motion disappears and the main motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote. 
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EIGHTY-SIXTH STATED MEETING
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

October 22-23, 2010

DOCKET
Friday, October 22, 2010

8:30 Registration (Lambuth Lobby)
(If you do not sign in, you will not be counted as present.)

Morning Refreshments (Lambuth Room 105)

Prayer before Presbytery (Prayer Chapel) David Nash
(We invite you to come to pray for the Presbytery, its work, its churches and pastors.)

Orientation for New Elders (Lambuth Room 103) Charles Davenport

** 9:00 Convene (International Room)
Prayer of Invocation and Constitution J. D. Waldrop,

Moderator

Appointment of Standing Committee
Resolution of Thanks:

(Rev. Alex McLean and Elder Jane Hansel)

Declaration of Quorum Bert Sigmon, 
Stated Clerk

Approval of Docket

Omnibus Motion A
(Omnibus Motion is a consent motion. If a commissioner wishes to pull any item from the consent agenda for any

reason, simply state the item you wish to remove from the Omnibus Motion and it will be dealt with as part of the

committee report from which it was drawn.)

Stated Clerk’s Report B
(Introduction of any Corresponding Members)

Budget & Finance - Treasurer’s Report (For Your Information) BB
(Charles Sellers and Jack Suddreth)

Report from Synod Commissioners (For Your Information) II
(Bill Kantonen, Becky Stanley, and Larry Poe)

** 9:30 Service of Worship John McCall
Discipleship and Spiritual Growth

Worship Leaders: Margaret Torrence and Eric Wall
Sermon: John McCall
Title: The Lord of Risks
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30
Communion Distributed by Worship Leaders and 

Elders from Canton, Oak Forest  and Waynesville, First



10:30 Missionary Report Becca Young
(Mission Co-Worker in Indonesia as an instructor of Systematic Theology at the Jakarta Theological Seminary in

Jakarta, Indonesia.)

Coordinating Council Luke Harkey C
(Election of Vice-Moderator/Moderator Elect for 2012)

Stewardship Ed Brenegar X

Work of the Presbytery Bobbi White

Christian Education Committee Adam Bowling
(Christian Educators Retreat for 2011)

11:55 Prayers of Intercession Becca Young
(Please submit requested prayers of intercession to the Stated Clerk’s table before 11:00 a.m.)

** 12:00 Lunch (Lambuth Dining Room)
** 1:30 Reconvene with Prayer Moderator

1:35 Speak Out
(Opportunity to address the Presbytery for one minute or less, per speaker, on any suitable topic. No new business

may be introduced at this point, but announcements, concerns, or opinions may be shared.)

1:40 Committee on Ministry John Frye D
(Work of the committee; Introduction of new ministers.) Deborah McEachran

2:00 Nominating Don Cooper I
(Election of members for Presbytery committees and work of the committee)

Institutions and Agencies
Presbyterian Home for Children Sarah Thomas
Grandfather Home for Children Mae Weed

General Presbyter Report Bobbi White GP

Campus Mission Joseph Washburn          V

Peace and Justice Lynn Michie
(Distribution of Peace Making Offering)

Good News from Churches
Quaker Meadows Andy Parkey
Etowah Ike Kennerly

Mission Committee Gene Linton
(Work of the committee)

Evangelism Committee Becky Stanley
(Work of New Church Development) Jerry Bron



Youth Committee Carol Steele
(Senior High Retreat; Middle School Retreat) Beth Gunn

3:35 Discipleship and Spiritual Growth John McCall
Growing in Faith: God in the Midst of our Daily Life

4:45 Prayers before Dinner John McCall
4:50 Walk around the lake, check-in, or other options

**   5:30 Dinner (Lambuth Dining Room)
(Fellowship and dinner in Lambuth Dining Room; opportunity for those staying overnight to check-in at "Welcome

Center" at main entrance)

6:30 Spontaneous Hoe Down - Music
**  7:00 Reconvene with Prayer and Song Bert Sigmon

7:10 General Assembly Talks Susan Denne
Belhar Confession

Missionary Report Becca Young

8:00 General Assembly Talks (International Room) Bert Sigmon
(nFOG - The new proposed Form of Government) Paula Wallace

or
Discipleship and Spiritual Growth (Lambuth Room 103) John McCall

Growing in Faith: Developing the Mind of Christ
or

Missionary in Our Midst Becca Young

8:45 Evening Vespers Margaret Torrence
Eric Wall

* * * * * *



PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

2011
January 29, 2011 - Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church

April 26, 2011 - Montreat Conference Center
July 26, 2011 - First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia

October 21-22, 2011 - Lake Junaluska Conference Center

2012
January 28, 2012 - TBA

April 24, 2012 - Montreat Conference Center
July 31, 2012 - TBA

October 26-27, 2012 - Lake Junaluska Conference Center

SATURDAY
October 23, 2010

 
 7:00 Breakfast (Lambuth Dining Room)
 8:30 Registration (Lambuth - International Room)

**   9:00 Welcome & Reconvene with Prayer Moderator

9:05 Presbyterians for Earth Care Jane Laping
(Environmental Ministries of PC-USA )

9:10 Discipleship and Spiritual Growth John McCall
Growing in Faith: Sent to be Good News

Committee on Ministry Eddie Deas
(Examination for ordination/installation of David Grachek and Bob Tuttle)

Committee on Preparation for Ministry Carolyn Poteet K
(Candidates for ministry Emma M. Horn and Everdith Landrau.)

Good News from Churches
Third Street Eddie Deas

11:15 Resolution of Thanks Committee Alex McLean
Jane Hansel

11:20 Closing Worship Service Margaret Torrence
Eric Wall

11:30 Benediction and Adjournment Moderator

** Order of the Day

Please note that Coordinating Council ruled “not to allow any distribution of materials at
Presbytery meetings without prior approval from the Coordinating Council.” Your
cooperation is appreciated.  Also, please turn off or silence cell phones during Presbytery
worship times.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October
11 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
12 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
13 Coordinating Council Morganton, First
16 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Morganton, First
20 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First

Budget and Finance Committee Morganton, First
21 Youth Committee Montreat
22 Let’s Celebrate Task Force Lake Junaluska
22-23 86  Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of WNC Lake Junaluskath

27 Mission Committee Black Mountain
28 Church Development Task Force Morganton, First

Personnel Committee Morganton, First
30 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Morganton, First

November
1 Nominating Committee Morganton, First
6 Hunger Committee Morganton, First
7 General Assembly Talks Spruce Pine, First
8 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
9 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
10 Coordinating Council Morganton, First

Budget and Finance Committee Morganton, First
12-13 Middle School Retreat Camp Grier
13 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Morganton, First
14 General Assembly Talks Northminster, Hickory
15 Stewardship Committee Morganton, First

Christian Education Committee Morganton, First
16 Care of Church Professionals Morganton, First
18 Youth Committee Morganton, First
25-26 OFFICE CLOSED - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

December
4 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Morganton, First
7 Validated Ministries Task Force Black Mountain
8 Coordinating Council Morganton, First
13 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
14 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
16 Youth Committee Montreat
23-31 OFFICE CLOSED - CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR HOLIDAY

January
3 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORTS FOR JANUARY PRESBYTERY MEETING
8 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Black Mountain
10 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
11 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
12 Coordinating Council Morganton, First
13 Christian Education Committee Presbyterian Home 
17 OFFICE CLOSED - MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY
19 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First
22 School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastor School Black Mountain
29 87  Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina Grace Covenantth





Grounds Map

Lake Junaluska  Conference & Retreat
Center is the Conference Center
for the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
of The United Methodist Church, 
and is operated by the SEJ 
Administrative Council. We are open 
to all and strive to provide a Christian 
community.

 1-800-222-4930   www.lakejunaluska.com

Updated April 23, 2008

Legend
1.Lambuth Inn / Inspiration Point
2. Junaluska Cross and Amphitheater
3. Colonial Hotel
4. Atkins House - Intentional Growth Center (IGC)
5. Memorial Chapel
6. Stuart Auditorium
7. Harrell Center with Cokesbury bookstore, 
    Edgewater, Boat Dock, Susan Todd Lounge 
    and SEJ Heritage Center 
8. Branscomb - Allen Administrative Building
9. Junaluska Lodge
10. Terrace Hotel
11. Susanna Wesley Garden
12. World Methodist Council Buildings
13. Bryan Native Garden
14. Kern Youth Center
15. Aquatic Center - Pool and Boat rentals
16. Tennis Courts / Shu�eboard

17. Wilson Children’s Complex and JB Ivey Playground
18. Shackford Hall
19. Sunnyside Lodge
20. Mountainview Lodge
21. Jones Dining Hall
22. Lakeside Lodge
23. Brookside Lodge
24.Junaluska Apartments - Units 41-50
25. Junaluska Apartments - Units 21-40
26. Junaluska Apartments - Units 1-20
27. Weldon Gym
28. Lakeshore Realty / Waynesville
       UM District O�ce 
29. Camp Adventure
30. Junaluska Golf Course
31. Foundation for Evangelism
32. Bethea Welcome Center / Cottage Rentals
33 .Residential Services / Security 
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A
OMNIBUS MOTION

For the purpose of expediting some of Presbytery's decisions which are routine and non-

controversial, an Omnibus Motion will be used.  These motions are included throughout the packet. 

PLEASE READ THESE MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY!

Matters may be removed from the Omnibus Motion when:

A. Any member of the governing body requests removal of an item included in the OM

whereupon that item shall be removed and presented to the governing body as part of the

report from which it originated.

B. When the Omnibus Motion is presented on the floor, opportunity shall be given for members

of the governing body to request, without comment or debate, for removal of specific items

from the OM.

A FAVORABLE VOTE ON THE OM SHALL BE RECORDED AS A

FAVORABLE VOTE ON ALL MATTERS INCLUDED IN THE MOTION. 
THEREFORE, PLEASE READ AND PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER ALL
MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY.

*****************************
THAT THE OMNIBUS MOTION, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING

 RECOMMENDATIONS, BE ADOPTED:

RECOMMENDATIONS 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 FROM THE 
STATED CLERK'S REPORT.

(See Stated Clerk's Report (B) for contents of recommendations.)

RECOMMENDATION III. FROM THE COMMITTEE ON 
PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY REPORT.

(See Committee on Preparation for Ministry Report (K) for contents of
recommendation.)



B-1

THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
STATED CLERK'S REPORT

William A. (Bert) Sigmon, Stated Clerk
October 22-23, 2010

The Stated Clerk presents the following:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

OM  1. THAT J. D. Waldrop, Bert Sigmon, and Robbin Buchanan be requested to prepare the
minutes of this Presbytery meeting for approval at the January 29, 2011  Presbytery
meeting.

OM 2. THAT the minutes of the July 27, 2010 Stated Meeting of Presbytery be approved as
submitted. (The full set, including appendices, of these minutes is available for review at
the Stated Clerk's table.)

OM 3. THAT the October 22-23, 2010 Report of the Administrative Commission for the
Duncan’s Creek Presbyterian Church be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 1)

OM 4. THAT the October 22-23, 2010 Report of the Administrative Commission for the 
Iglesia Presbiteriana Emanuel Fellowship be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 2)

OM 5. THAT the October 22-23, 2010 Report of the Administrative Commission for the New
Vision, Conover New Church Development be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 3)

OM 6. THAT the minutes of the installation of the following be placed into the record of
Presbytery:

Luke Ponder
Kristy R. Farber

OM 7. THAT the minutes of the ordination of the following be placed into the record of
Presbytery:

Erin Michelle Keys



B-2
FOR INFORMATION:

8. THAT the eighty-seventh stated meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
will be held on Saturday, January 29, 2011 at the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
in Asheville, North Carolina.

9. THAT there are two informational  meetings scheduled during the month of November
for  those who would like to hear more about the work and actions taken at the 219th

General Assembly. They are scheduled for:
Sunday, November 7 at Spruce Pine, First ~ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 14 at Northminster, Hickory ~ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

10. THAT there are three informational meetings scheduled during the month of February
2011 for those who would like to hear more about the proposed new Form of
Government and the Belhar Confession. They are scheduled for:

Sunday, February 6 at TBA ~ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 13 at TBA ~ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 27 at TBA ~ 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

11. THAT the Christian Education Committee will sponsor a One-Day Retreat for
Christian Educators on Saturday, April 9, 2011, at the First Presbyterian Church in
Asheville.

12. THAT a Training Event for Adults and Youth, “Let’s Celebrate,” will be held on
Saturday, August 20, 2011, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton. 

13. THAT the following date has been established for Committee Chair Training for those
serving as chair of a Presbytery Committee for 2011:

February 9, 2011

14. THAT the following dates have been established for Clerk of Session Training and
Reviewing Church Records: (Locations: TBD)

Saturday, March 12
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. New Clerk Training/Optional Clerk Update
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Session Records Review

Saturday, March 19
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. ~ New Clerk Training/Optional Clerk Update
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. ~ Session Records Review

Tuesday, April 12
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  ~ New Clerk Training Only

Thursday, May 5
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ~ Session Records Review Only

Saturday, May 21
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. ~ New Clerk Training/Optional Clerk Update
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. ~ Session Records Review

Saturday, June 11
9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. ~ New Clerk Training/Optional Clerk Update
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. ~ Session Records Review

Tuesday, June 14
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ~ Session Records Review Only
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15. THAT copies of the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and Proposed Ecumenical Statements (Part 3 of 3) approved by the
219  General Assembly (2010) will be distributed at the registration table at theth

October Presbytery Meeting and can also be downloaded from the PCUSA website:
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf

16. THAT copies of the Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA)  proposed new Form of Government (Part 1 of 3), and Belhar
Confession (Part 2 of 3) approved by the 219  General Assembly (2010) will beth

distributed at the January 29, 2011 Presbytery Meeting, to be voted on at the April 26,
2011 Presbytery Meeting. These documents can also be downloaded from the PCUSA
website:

http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf (proposed new Form of Government)
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments2.pdf (Belhar Confession)

17. THAT Seminar 4 for the Acts 16:5 Initiative will be held on Saturday, March 26, 2011,
at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton and the cost will be $10 per person.

http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments2.pdf


STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 1
DUNCAN’S CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION

Rev. Jack Davidson, Chair
October 22-23, 2010

The Commission for Duncan's Creek would like to report to Presbytery and the Committee on Ministry that
a new session has been formed for the congregation. On Sunday, August 15th, a Service of Ordination and
Installation took place at 4:00 pm in the sanctuary. In accordance with the Book of Church Order, Judy
Brown and Herman Campbell were installed and Joe Brooks and Harold Terry were ordained and installed.
All four had been previously elected by the congregation and received training by Bart and Betty Shaw and
members of the commission this past summer. Members of the commission and the Presbytery were in
attendance and participated in the ordination. A meeting took place afterwards between members of the
commission and the new session in the fellowship hall. The newly formed session elected Joe Brooks as
Clerk and Judy Brown as Treasurer. They also approved agreements with Bart and Betty Shaw for the next
year and set their next meeting time. 

There was discussion about the proper procedure for calling their next pastor. Bart Shaw was asked to act
as moderator until a new pastor is found. Everyone agreed that it would be helpful if the Committee on
Ministry could provide guidance on the procedure for calling a pastor and a list of possible candidates
currently within our own Presbytery. Bart and Betty Shaw stated that they were willing to continue to assist
the congregation by supplying the pulpit  and providing pastoral attention to the flock, but desired to move
in a new direction in their ministries. 

Since the ordination and installation of the elders, it is recently reported that Session meetings are going well
with Bart Shaw acting as moderator. The Session would like to renew its request to the Presbytery and
Committee on Ministry for continuing guidance on calling the next pastor to Duncan's Creek. Because the
Shaws have previously expressed their desire to move on, the Session would also like to renew its request
for a list of possible candidates for interim supply. 

We appreciate the prayers and guidance of your committee regarding the commission. We are thankful for
the opportunity that was given to us to serve Christ on the commission, and seek clarification on our
continuing role, if any, during this time of transition. It seems that it is, at most, advisory, now that a new
session is guiding the church. We are grateful for your guidance on this issue and for your service for Christ
in all these matters. 

-Jack Davidson, chair 



STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 2 
Report of the Administrative Commission for 

Iglesia Emanuel, Hickory, NC 
October 22-23, 2010 

 

There was a joint meeting between the Steering Team for Iglesia Emanuel (PWNC) and Ministerio 

Hispano de Rowan (Salem Presbytery) on Tuesday, September 7 at New Vision in Conover. These 

ministries share Rev. Jorge Alvarado’s time, with him spending three days a week at each ministry.   

 

The meeting was to build our relationship and understanding with each other as well as an evaluation of 

Rev. Jorge Alvarado. We opened with sharing about what each ministry does: 

 Rowan County ministries have more of a service emphasis, with English and GED classes, an 

extended VBS this summer, as well as Bible study. They have five co-operating churches  

(Thyatira, Prospect, John Knox, Second, Salisbury, and Trinity) and share a staff person on 

Presbytery staff.  There is the long term goal to begin a worshipping community and possibly a 

multi-ethnic congregation at the site where the ministry meets in Salisbury. 

 The Hickory ministry is an established congregation that is seeking to grow. There are seven 

covenanted churches (First, Hickory; First, Newton, New Vision, Northminister, Sherrill’s Ford; 

Sweetwater, Trinity, Hendersonville.) There is a congregation of about thirty people, and they 

have started an evening service at 7:00 for those who work on Sunday afternoons. They have 

children and youth programs and a Friday night Bible Study.   

We had open dialogue about the success, but also the challenges that we see in Hispanic ministry at this 

time and in these places.  Both ministries have appreciated the work that Jorge has done in the last nine 

months.  We recognize that sharing his time limits what can be done in either ministry. We also 

identified two other challenges for the ministries: 

 Many of those who are a part of these ministries are undocumented.  And under new North 

Carolina laws, they are not able to get/renew their driver’s license.  More and more are becoming 

afraid to drive, which impacts the ministry. We have to have some type of response to this, but it 

leads us to a larger level of social ministry. 

 For finances, it is much longer for a Hispanic congregation to become self-supporting, especially 

in this time. Alfredo Miranda, staff in Salem Presbytery, counseled that the success of these 

ministries relies on the location, that it must be in the community where the participants are 

comfortable in coming.   

Other items: 

 There were immediate concerns about some professional reimbursements that were dealt with.  

 Deborah McEachran reviewed the finances with the treasurer. She found no irregularities, but 

did help develop some better reporting methods. 

 One of the needs at Iglesia Emanuel is for a pianist/musician who could enliven the worship 

experience. At this time they use “the machine” – a pre-recorded music system. 

 The next meeting of the Steering Team for Iglesia Emanuel is Sunday, October 10 at 3:00 at the 

church. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Frank Aichinger, Chair 



 

STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 3 
Report to the Presbytery of Western Carolina 

From New Vision Church, Conover 

October 22-23, 2010 
 

What we look like: 

On any given Sunday, we will gather about sixty 

people for worship, with about twenty “missing” that 

week. You will see people from their 80’s to infants, 

and it reflects the social and economic mix of the 

community we are a part of. There will be 2-3 in the 

nursery with a professional attendant; and a dozen 

will head out after the Kids Time for a children’s 

church program. We have built a teen and young 

adult group, and they are active in life of the church.   

 

We have built a “blended service” with an underlying 

order of worship common to most Presbyterian 

churches. We begin with a dynamic praise band, that 

leads off with three songs, and does a special music 

piece as well as the closing. The whole service can be 

followed from the video screen. The band has those 

from 16-70 years old. We also have two “good old 

hymns” and often a classic organ offertory. It seems 

to work the best for an outreach to dechurched. What 

is very evident from visitor feedback is that it is an 

open and welcoming congregation.   

 

Outreach 

It seems the “dry spell” of the last six months is over, 

and we have added four new families to our 

fellowship in the last month.   

 

October has four outreach events planned: 

 The Pumpkin Patch brings all kind of people 

onto the church campus, and allows us to 

share with them about our ministry; 

 Calling All God’s Children Home on World 

Communion Sunday has a special invitiation 

to all those who might have touched into our 

ministry in the last two years; and also some 

new people, to join us for worship and a 

meal; 

 Fall Festival in the pumpkin patch on 

October 23 (yes, I know it is the second day 

of presbytery) will have events for all ages 

including four local praise bands, bounce 

house, face painting, and of course food; 

 Movie Night and Table or Treat on October 

30. 

 

We continue to seek new entry points for people to 

come into the ministry. In November we hope to start 

a musical coffee house one Saturday a month. We 

have put in a grant to help us start a Life Tree Café, 

possibly in partnership with some other churches. 

 

Community Service 

We started the Pack a Bag program with eighty 

students this year. We have built a partnership with a 

local community agency to increase our purchasing 

power. New Vision’s program has been used as an 

example by the local DSS for churches to be 

involved. 

 

We thank the presbytery for the workshop at Let’s 

Celebrate that provided food and packed 80 bags. 

Also the Rock Barn/Ensure Golf Classic has 

contributed almost a thousand items. We are looking 

for those ways to we can creatively fund this 

program.   

 

We continue to support The Corner Table (soup 

kitchen) and ECCCM (community action agency) and 

are meeting with Habitat about a Presbyterian house 

next spring. We will take part in the local CROP walk 

and our band will play as a part of their program. 

 

Church Relationships 

We have worked hard to build a strong bond between 

New Vision and local Presbyterian churches and the 

churches in this presbytery. We have added 

representatives from First, Hickory and First, 

Newton, and are seeking two more local 

representatives.   

 

Our praise band has been “on the road” for the 

churches in Lenoir and at First, Hickory’s evening 

worship. 

 

Finances 

We continue to have a steady income and good 

offerings, and cutting our expenses. We continue to 

have a shortfall of around $1000-1500 a month. We 

have not been able to find a bank who would do a re-

finance on the mortgage for a longer term. We have 

put in grants to Synod, and will hear about these in 

October. We will re-apply for the Walton grant.   
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COORDINATING COUNCIL
Luke Harkey, Chair
October 22-23, 2010

The Coordinating Council of the Presbytery makes the following recommendation:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. THAT the following persons be elected to serve on the Nominating Committee:
Mrs. Mary Aiken (Morganton, First) E Class of 2013
Rev. Michael Brazelle (Grassy Creek/Newdale) F Class of 2013
Mr. Carl Rosenblad (Columbus) C Class of 2011
Mrs. Florence Shelor (Black Mountain) B Class of 2013

2. THAT the Presbytery elect Elder Patricia Clark, Moderator of the Presbytery for
2012, serving as Vice-Moderator/Moderator elect in 2011. (Coordinating Council
Attachment 1)

3. THAT the Presbytery approve the recommended order for voting on General
Assembly Amendments at the January 2011 Presbytery Meeting. (Coordinating
Council Attachment 2)

The Coordinating Council Reports the following:

4. THAT the Council approved Mary Lou Ferris Nash as the Certification Advisor for
the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.

5. THAT the Council has established these dates for Presbytery meetings in 2012:
January 29, 2012 ~ TBA
April 24, 2012  ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 31 , 2012 ~  TBA
October 26-27, 2012 ~ Lake Junaluska Conference Center

6. THAT the Council will welcome invitations from churches willing to host
Presbytery meeting in January and July 2012.

7. THAT the Presbyterian Women held two Fall Gatherings, one at Highlands, First
on September 18, 2010 and another at Lowell Presbyterian Church on September
25, 2010.

8. THAT the Board of Pensions held two seminars during September: Post Retirement
and Getting in Shape Fiscally.

9. THAT a special task force has been appointed to work with the new proposed Form
of Government. The following persons are serving on the task force:

Bert Sigmon, Chair
Paula Wallace
Luke Harkey

James Aydelotte
Gene Witherspoon
Carolyn Poteet
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10. THAT a special task force has been appointed to work with the Belhar Confession.
The following persons are serving on the task force:

Richard Boyce, Chair
Lamar Williamson
Ginny Soll

Maggie Lauterer
Bill Sweetser
Wallace Johnson

11. THAT a special task force has been appointed to work with Church Development
within the Presbytery. The following persons are serving on the task force:
Luke Harkey, Co-Chair
John Frye, Co-Chair
Mary V. Atkinson
James Aydelotte
Eddie Deas
Mark Ramsey
Troy Braswell

John Lindsey
Maggie Lauterer
Terry Hanna
Jim Cockerham
Laura Long
Wendell Ligon

Otis Wilson
Tee Gatewood
Mark Stanley
Judith Nebrig
Becky Stanley
Ed Forsyth

12. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the
Presbytery Docket.

13. THAT a Presbytery Stewardship Event, “Creating a Spiritual Culture of
Generosity,” presented by Kevin Garvey, Board of Pensions, will be held on
Saturday, February 12, 2011, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton.

14. THAT copies of the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and Proposed Ecumenical Statements (Part 3 of 3) approved by the
219  General Assembly (2010) will be distributed at the registration table at theth

October Presbytery Meeting and can also be downloaded from the PCUSA website:
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf

15. THAT copies of the Proposed Amendment to the Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church (USA)  proposed new Form of Government (Part 1 of 3), and Belhar
Confession (Part 2 of 3) approved by the 219  General Assembly (2010) will beth

distributed at the January 29, 2011 Presbytery Meeting, to be voted on at the April
26, 2011 Presbytery Meeting. These documents can also be downloaded from the
PCUSA website:

http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf (proposed new Form of Government)
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments2.pdf (Belhar Confession)

16. THAT Seminar 4 for the Acts 16:5 Initiative will be held on Saturday, March 26,
2011, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton and the cost will be $10 per
person.

http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments.pdf
http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments2.pdf


Coordinating Council
Attachment 1

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Moderator of Presbytery

1. Serve as Vice-Moderator/Moderator-elect from the time of election, and
a. attend the PCUSA Moderators’ Conference in Louisville in November, at Presbytery

expense,
b. assist the Moderator as requested,
c. prepare to assume the office of Moderator at the time specified in the Standing Rules.

2. Serve as Moderator during the specified year, and
a. preside over all Presbytery meetings, except when the Vice-Moderator/Moderator-elect is

requested to preside,
b. work at all times for the faithful and harmonious unity of the Presbytery under the

guidance of the Holy Spirit,
c. represent the Presbytery on suitable occasions,
d. meet, as appropriate, with congregations and/or members to emphasize the spiritual unity

and blessing of being a connectional church,
e. work with the Stated Clerk and the General Presbyter to draft the agenda for each

Presbytery meeting, for approval by the Coordinating Council, 
f. serve on each Presbytery administrative commission to ordain and/or install a minister, or

appoint a substitute for that purpose,
g. advise the General Presbyter, the Stated Clerk and the Treasurer as they seek to fulfill the

mission of Presbytery.

3. Serve as the chair of the Coordinating Council during the year after serving as Moderator.



Coordinating Council Attachment 2
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
AMENDMENT SUBJECT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

10-A Gifts and Requirements
(Substitution in Ordination Requirements) NONE

10-B Removing Stated Clerk or Clerk of Session 
(Procedure for removing a Stated Clerk)

Council

10-C Requiring Sexual Misconduct Policy Council

10-D Nominating Committees
(Removes mandatory one-third requirement)

Nominating

10-E Presbytery Rolls and Registers
(Requires lists of CCE/CACEs & CLPs)

Christian
Education

10-F Certified Christian Educators
(CCEs who are elders can have voice and
vote at Presbytery meetings)

Christian
Education

10-G Synod Function 
(Permits reduced functions and shared
services of Synods)

Council

10-H Nominations Process
(Removes mandatory one-third requirement)

Nominating

10-I Prayer Added to Ordination and Installation
Services

Council

10-J Stay of Enforcement
(Facilitates the filing and challenges of
stays)

PJC

10-K Preliminary Questions
(Make dismissal automatic if there is no
challenge)

PJC

10-L Reviewing Work of Investigating
Committee (Prevents repetitive allegations)

PJC

10-M Time Limit
(Allows more time to learn about offenses)

PJC

10-N Appeal of “Not Guilty” Verdict 
(Limits the right of the appeal to the
accused)

PJC

10-O Decision of Permanent Judicial Commission
(If prosecuting committee appeal is
sustained, PJC shall remand the case for a
new trial)

PJC



Coordinating Council Attachment 2
PROPOSED CONSIDERATION OF 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

I. CONSENT LIST (To be voted on as a group)
(Any Commissioner may remove any item.) (Recommendation)(To Be Provided Later)

10-B. Removing Stated Clerk or Clerk of Session
10-C. Requiring Sexual Misconduct Policy
10-D. Nominating Committees
10-E. Presbytery Rolls and Registers
10-F. Certified Christian Educators
10-G. Synod Function
10-H. Nominations Process
10-I. Prayer Added to Ordination and Installation Services
10-J. Stay of Enforcement
10-K. Preliminary Questions
10-L. Reviewing Work of Investigating Committee
10-M. Time Limit
10-N. Appeal of “Not Guilty” Verdict
10-O. Decision of Permanent Judicial Commission

II. Debate and Vote on any item removed from the Consent List.

III. Debate and Vote (by written ballot) on Proposed Amendment.
10-A Gifts and Requirements (Ordination Standards)

Rules Proposed by Coordinating Council (for Part III above):
1. Please observe the attached “Seeking to be Faithful Together” and some basic parliamentary

rules.
2. Discussion will begin with Silent Prayer.
3. Coordinating Council will assign one Pro Speaker and one Con Speaker (7 minutes each). 

• Up to one hour will be allotted for any subsequent speakers. Motions to end debate will not
be in order. 

• Subsequent speakers will be limited to two minutes each (thoughtful conciseness will permit
more to speak). No one can speak twice. 

• The Moderator will attempt to alternate Pro and Con speakers (lined up at different
microphones)

4. There will be no recording of this debate, either audio or video. The actions of the Presbytery
will be in the official minutes. 

5. Discussion will end with Silent Prayer.
6. Only then please mark your ballot, fold once, and pass it along to the central aisle for the

Tellers to count and report to the Moderator.

“Christians who can no longer listen to one another

will soon no longer be listening to God either.”

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“To God alone be the glory.”
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

Rev. John L. Frye, Jr., Chair 

 October 22-23, 2010

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY FOR EXAMINATION AND
ORDINATION/INSTALLATION:
A. DAVID GRACHEK

From: Candidate, Saint Augustine Presbytery
As: Pastor, Sylva First Presbyterian Church
Effective: September 1, 2010 as Student Pastor (Ordination to be scheduled)
(See COM Attachment 1 for Bio Credo.)

II. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
A. Robert A. McCully, Jr. Counselor/Literacy Coordinator for Charlotte Rescue Mission,

through October 22, 2011.
B. Joan C. Martin, Chaplain for Covenant Village in Gastonia, through October 22, 2011.
C. William Buchanan, Co-Director, Asheville Youth Mission, through October 22, 2011.
D. Robert Tuttle, Vice-President of the Center for Youth and Young Adult Ministry,

Montreat Conference Center, through October 22, 2011.
E. Monty B. Burnham, Priority Associates, Campus Crusade for Christ Field Staff, through

October 22, 2011.
F. Mike Johnston, Director of Spiritual Care for Gaston Memorial Hospital, through

October 22, 2011.
G. David R. Lytle, Chaplain for Presbyterian Hospital, Charlotte, through October 22, 2011.
H. Lynn Michie, Chaplain for Swannanoa Correctional Center for Women, through October

22, 2011.
I. Donaldson Woods, Missionary to Mongolia, through October 22, 2011.

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record.   
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I. APPROVED THE EXAMINATION AND TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. SARAH E. COBURN

From: Heartland Presbytery
As: Pastor, Cullowhee Presbyterian Church
Effective: September 13, 2010
(See COM Attachment 2 for Bio Credo.)

II. APPROVED PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP AND TERMS OF CALL:
A. DAVID GRACHEK

Salary $30,000
Housing   18,000
Social Security     3,672
Professional Dev.     2,000
Auto Allowance     5,000

Total $58,672

Pension/Insurance        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes

B. SARAH E. COBURN

Salary $16,080
Housing     8,400
Utilities     6,300
Social Security     2,355
Auto Allowance     2,660
Professional Dev.     1,500

Total $37,295

Pension/Insurance        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes

III. APPROVED INTERIM PASTOR RELATIONSHIP:
A. James H. Kennedy and Marshall Presbyterian Church

Effective: September 5, 2010 - December 31, 2010

IV. APPROVED STATED SUPPLY RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Albert Shaw and Ryburn Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 27, 2010 - June 26, 2011
B. R. M. Johnston, IV and Bessemer City First Presbyterian Church

Extended: September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011                                                                   
C. Albert Shaw and Duncan’s Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 15, 2010 - August 14, 2011
D. Wendell Ligon and Morrison Presbyterian Church

Extended: September 1, 2010 - August 31, 2011                                                                   
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V. APPROVED CONTINUATION OF COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR

RELATIONSHIPS:
A. John Stanley and Robinson Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: September 29, 2009 - September 28, 2010
B. Betty Shaw and Ryburn Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 27, 2010 - June 26, 2011
C. David Moore and Good Hope Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2011 - December 31, 2011
D. Betty Shaw and Duncan’s Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 15, 2010 - August 14, 2011

VI. APPROVED AS MODERATORS:
A. Robert Garrison and Marshall Presbyterian Church
B. Anita Bernhardt and Forest City First Presbyterian Church
C. Dave Whitesides and Sylva First Presbyterian Church
D. Bob McCully and Dallas First Presbyterian Church

VII. APPROVED DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Claude Wilson-Stayton and Lincolnton First Presbyterian Church

Effective: September 19, 2010
B. T. Allen Huff, Jr. And Shelby Presbyterian Church

Effective: September 30, 2010

VIII. APPROVED THE TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP FOR:
A. Claude Wilson-Stayton

To: New Hope Presbytery
As: Pastor, Covenant Presbyterian Church of Wendell, North Carolina

B. Karen Haak
To: Lake Michigan Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: March 23, 2010

C. T. Allen Huff, Jr.
To: Holston Presbytery
As: Pastor, Jonesborough Presbyterian Church, Jonesborough, TN
Effective: October 4, 2010

IX. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. Dave Whitesides

From: Holston Presbytery
As: Temporary Moderator, Sylva First Presbyterian Church
Effective: September 12, 2010

X. APPROVED ORDINATION/INSTALLATION COMMISSIONS:

A. Approve the Administrative Commission for Installation of Luke Ponder as Associate
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Newton on Sunday, August 1, 2010 at 11:00
a.m.
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Name Responsibility on Commission Minister/Elder
J. D. Waldrop Moderator/Preside Elder

   Propound Constitutional Questions
Mark Watson Preach the Sermon Minister
Cindy Combs Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Anita Bernhardt Charge the Minister Minister
Deborah McEachran Charge the Congregation Minister
Frank Aichinger Lead in Worship Minister
Jackie Scott Lead in Worship Elder

B. Approve the Administrative Commission for Ordination of Erin Michelle Keys on
Sunday, August 22, 2010, 11:00 a.m., at the Asheville First Presbyterian Church.

Name     Responsibility on Commission Minister/Elder
Michael Poulos Moderator/Preside Minister
J. D. Waldrop Propound Constitutional Questions Elder
Pete Peery Preach the Sermon Minister
Alex McNeill Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Lynn Michie Charge the Minister Minister
Mamie White Lead in Worship Elder
Mary V. Atkinson Lead in Worship Elder

C. Approve the Administrative Commission for installation of Kristy R. Farber as Associate
Pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church of Asheville on Sunday, August 29, 2010
at 10:00 a.m.

Name Responsibility on Commission Minister/Elder
Bobbi White Moderator/Preside and Propound Minister

   Constitutional Questions
Mark Ramsey Preach the Sermon Minister
Heather Brown Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Pete Peery Charge the Congregation Minister
Jamie Brady Lead in Worship Elder

Guest
Liz Huesemann Charge the Minister Elder



COM ATTACHMENT 1 
STATEMENT OF FAITH      DAVID GRACHEK 
 
I believe in one eternal, sovereign, triune God who embodies all perfection and seeks to glorify God’s holiness 

through the manifestation of love, grace, mercy, and justice in and through the redemption of humanity 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the gathering together of God’s people. I accept the 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to 

Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to me. (BOO, W-4.4003)    

  

I believe that Scripture is the Word written, preaching is the Word proclaimed, and the Sacraments that the 

Presbyterian Church celebrates is the Word enacted and sealed, bear testimony to Jesus Christ, the living 

Word.  Through Scripture, proclamation, and Sacraments, God in Christ is present by the Holy Spirit acting to 

transform, empower, and sustain human lives. (BOO, W-1.1004) The Reformed tradition has emphasized the 

importance of the Lord’s Day as the time for hearing the Word and celebrating the Sacraments in the 

expectation of encountering the risen Lord, and for responding in prayer and service. (W-3.2001; W-5.5001)  

I am in agreement with the Reformed Tradition in understanding Baptism and the Lord’s Supper to be 

Sacraments, instituted by God and commended by Christ. Sacraments are signs of the real presence and power 

of Christ in the Church, symbols of God’s action. Through the Sacraments, God seals believers in redemption, 

renews their identity as the people of God, and marks them for service. (W-3.3601)  

  

I believe that Christ Jesus is God incarnate on earth – holy and human. He taught God’s Word, modeled God’s 

way through a sinless life, and finally bridged the chasm that our sin had created. He did what we could not do 

– pay the penalty for our sins by his death upon the cross. Rising on the third day, defeating the power of sin 

and death, Christ sits at God the Father’s right hand in lordship over all things. Through Him, the Father sent 

the Holy Spirit to us. Jesus offers me and all a personal life-giving relationship that I enjoy every day.  

  

God exists as a spiritual – though personal – being, revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God exists outside 

of and beyond time, but enters freely into creation. God is transcendent, yet immanent, omniscient and 

omnipotent.  

  

God works with sovereignty in all events and things to God’s own ends to glorify God’s self through 

redemptive history. God has, paradoxically, granted humanity, as created in God’s image, free will to act, 

choose, plan, and respond both in accordance with God’s will or, out of broken sinfulness, contrary to God’s 

will. Out of their free will humanity chose to defy and disobey God, an act that resulted in the Fall – separation 

from God deserving of condemnation.   

  

Because of humanity’s fall and God’s love for God’s creation and desire to manifest God’s redemptive heart, 

God gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ to the world. Jesus, as fully human and fully divine, faced all 

temptation but remained without sin. Jesus demonstrated God’s love, justice and mercy throughout God’s 

ministry of teaching, acts of justice and mercy, healing and ultimately through God’s crucifixion, death and 

resurrection. Jesus’ death and resurrection was the final atonement for man’s sin.  

 

I believe that the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, empowers God’s chosen people to respond with 

faith that justifies, regenerates and sanctifies the life of the individual. The Holy Spirit inspired Scripture, 

God’s revealed word. The Holy Spirit illuminates heart and mind and soul to comprehend the saving nature of 

Scripture. The Holy Spirit dwells within those whom God makes a home in their hearts. Christians are bound 

together by the life-giving love of the Holy Spirit dwelling within them (BOO, W-4.4003)  

  

As a means of showing forth God’s redemptive love, God covenantally pursues and establishes a relationship 

with humanity. God’s covenantal community was formalized in the nation of Israel; through the dawning of 

the new covenant brought about by the establishment of the Church by the Holy Spirit. God pursues and 

establishes a relationship with each one of us.  I trust Jesus Christ as my Savior and acknowledge him as Lord 

of all and Head of the Church. (BOO, W-4.4003)  



My Faith Journey       David Grachek 
 

I grew up in a family that religiously attended services at Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Grand Island, Nebraska.  I use the “religiously” with a purpose in that 
we attended church for the sake of attending church.  I remember going through 
confirmation class thanking the church for a focused time spent with girls my own 
age.  Other than that, I had no idea what church meant. 
 
All my life I have known Jesus Christ.  I didn’t have any idea what it meant to 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ.  After I got married, I even considered 
myself a Christian although my actions didn’t bear this out as I didn’t know what it 
meant to truly be a follower of Jesus and have a relationship with Him. 
 
I went to the Mayo Clinic with serious health issues when my youngest son was 
born.  While at the clinic, God made it clear to me that he wanted a relationship 
with me.  I had never had a conversation with God about anything.  Through a 
series of encounters while at the clinic, I realized that I was at the end of myself.  
Feeling the brokenness of my life, I sensed that God was the only one that could 
fix what was broken in my life.    In my brokenness, I found Jesus Christ wanting 
a relationship with me.  I was the center of my own world.  I realized that Jesus 
Christ had been pursuing me my whole life and only pursuing me at the same 
pace that I was running away.  I had always believed the stories about who 
Jesus was, but I had never acknowledged him as Lord. 
 
Many years later, I sat at a Promise Keepers conference in Tampa, Florida, 
listening to Erwin McManus call me out of my seat to be a warrior for Christ.  I 
was certain after that evening that God had plans to use me in a different way.  I 
was certain that I was to one day not work so diligently at building more profits for 
corporate America, but rather build the Kingdom and share the Gospel with 
anyone.  I wrestled with the timing of that call.  That event took place in 2002.  I 
felt a strong call on my life to become a Minister of Word and Sacraments and 
entered seminary in the fall of 2005. 
 
When I began to wrestle with this idea of entering into the ministry, God seemed 
to be re-introducing me to my past.  While co-facilitating a men’s intensive Bible 
study, I opened myself up to this group of men and let myself be vulnerable for 
the first time.  God wanted me to share my past; various means of running from 
the physical and sexual abuse I experienced as a child.  I am grateful for God’s 
desire for healing in my life as my pastor helped me work through these pains by 
helping me find counseling. 
 
I have spent the last several years in an internship of sorts where I worked 
closely with the Pastor at Orange Park Presbyterian Church.  I was asked to do 
“all of the work that Tim had done as an associate”.  In the position, I was 
responsible for visitations, assisting every Sunday in worship, preaching once 
every six weeks, leading mission teams and assisting in weddings and funerals.  
I was ordained as an elder in the Presbyterian Church (USA) in 2002. 
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The Rev. Dr. Sarah E. Coburn 
 

Statement of Faith 
 

I believe in the One Triune God: God the Father, who created the universe out of nothing; God the Son, who 
redeems us from sin; and God the Holy Spirit, who sustains and guides us throughout our lives. All three are facets of the 
same God. Without God, we are nothing. Everything good and right about us is from God. There is nowhere we can be 
where God is not also.  

God created us in his image and, although it is marred by sin, we carry that image within us. God breathes his 
breath into every living thing and gives it life. We owe everything to our perfect Father, from the breath in our lungs and the 
skin covering our bodies, to the food and water that we consume. As the psalmist says, “we are fearfully and wonderfully 
made.” The Creator constantly molds us and remakes us in his image through his grace and forgiveness.  

God the Redeemer came to us in the form of a man, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, the Savior of the world. He was 
born of the Virgin Mary and ministered through preaching, teaching, healing, and providing a perfect example of what 
humanity should strive to be. It is through Jesus’ death and resurrection that we have eternal life. In Christ Jesus “there is 
no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female” but rather one universal body -- the church -- with Jesus as its head. 
Christ’s willing sacrifice and our faith in him brings about our reconciliation with God.  

The Holy Spirit, as the one who sustains us, is ever-present with us. It is the Spirit who informs our reading of 
scripture and moves within us -- both individually and as the church -- to discern the gifts which each person, as a member 
of the body of Christ, has been given. I believe that even as we sin, the Spirit builds us up, provides guidance, and opens 
our eyes and hearts so we may grasp even a tiny portion of God’s overwhelming love. Even as we sin and try to hide from 
God, the Spirit pursues us and calls us to repentance.  

God created us perfect, but we carry the taint of sin. Whether it is through sins of commission or through sins of 
omission, we must rely on God’s limitless grace, mercy, love, and forgiveness. While in our broken world it is sometimes 
hard for us to discern what is good and what is evil, if we truly open our hearts and minds to the Holy Spirit, the scales will 
fall from our eyes so that we may see clearly. However, there are times when, through no fault of our own, we are drawn 
into situations where there is no good choice. Relying on God’s great love and mercy, we can be assured that God knows 
that we have done the best that we can in those circumstances. We rejoice that through Jesus’ teachings and sacrifice, we 
are assured that when we acknowledge our sin, God forgives us and reconciles us to him. God’s grace is overwhelming, 
and there is no unforgivable sin. We are the ones who sin by refusing to forgive ourselves and others.  

Although scripture was inspired by God and was with God in the beginning, it was written down by human hands. 
Through the Holy Spirit we can discern God’s truth and will. Each of us is commanded to love God with all our heart, mind, 
and soul. Keeping our heart and soul open to hearing God’s word in all its fullness, and using our mind to learn as much as 
we can about the times, places, and ideas that influenced those who wrote down the scriptures, we can begin to separate 
what is of God and what is of humans. No one has all the answers, and those who think they do delude themselves. We all 
need guidance in our understanding, and thus resources that are subordinate to scripture, such as the creeds and 
confessions, provide the collective voice of the church from different times and places to help in our discernment.  

The church is the embodiment of Christ on earth, and it is through the church that our collective witness can be the 
most powerful. We are all equal members of Christ’s body, and God’s gifts are sufficient to fulfill the tasks God sets before 
us, although we often see only what we lack instead of our God given gifts. Like we as individuals, the church is called to 
preach the gospel in everything we say and do. Today we are overwhelmed by words that are “full of sound and fury, but 
signify nothing.” What are rarer are words and actions that are right and honorable before God. Through God, who 
strengthens us, we can provide examples of how God can use our imperfections in order to further God’s kingdom. God 
understands our frailty, and when we are daunted by the enormity of our task, God reassures us that we can indeed do all 
things through Christ, who gives us strength.  

The sacraments -- baptism and communion -- are physical manifestations that remind us of the covenant that binds 
us to God. Baptism is a sign of the acceptance and commitment the community of God makes to someone, and the promise 
that the church, with God’s help, will nurture that person in their faith formation. We must always remember that God is the 
core everything else revolves around, since it is through him that the congregation can accomplish what God would have 
the church do. Baptism is a time of joy and exhilaration for us, since it gives us as individuals and as congregations a 
chance to rededicate ourselves to God and seek his guidance by accepting the enormous responsibility to nurture the 
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The Rev. Dr. Sarah E. Coburn 
 

person being baptized. We cannot nurture others in the faith if we are not being nurtured ourselves. God also rejoices at 
baptism, since it is through baptism we are grafted onto the tree of life.  

Communion reminds us of the Passover meal that Jesus shared with his disciples. Through communion – the very 
word emphasizes it as a bringing together -- we are reminded that each of us are disciples of Christ and rely on him for the 
most basic needs we have -- food, water, community, and God’s sheltering love -- to keep us safe. It also bonds us together 
with Christ, allowing us to become completely one with Christ, as “Christ breathes life into our very souls.” Taking 
communion is where “the secret power of the Spirit [becomes] the bond of our union with Christ.” 
 
 

Biographical Statement 
 

I was born into a traditional family with two parents and three siblings. While I have lived many places, my home 
has always been New Bern, North Carolina, where my mother and both my sisters still live. My brother lives in South 
Carolina, about an hour from Cullowhee. My father died in 1996. My family is very close, and I spending time with the other 
members of it feeds my soul.  

A lifelong Presbyterian, I was baptized and grew up in Neuse Forest Presbyterian Church in New Bern, NC. My 
family was very active, with my father, my mother, my uncle, and my aunt serving as elders. I was elected a deacon at age 
16. We were immersed in the life of the church. We literally spent much of our life at church, through youth groups, scouts, 
Bible School, sports, and Sunday School and worship every Sunday. The field behind the church was the setting for 
baseball games, Easter Egg Hunts, kite flying, and other unplanned activities. My father was my Sunday School teacher for 
years. I was confirmed at 13. I still attend when I am at home.  

Like many second career ministers, I ran from the call for years. I was convinced that I should teach college 
students, and received a M.A in English, and a Ph.D. in American Cultural Studies. In all, I have spent 15 years teaching 
part-time at the college level, teaching classes from “how to survive in college” to senior seminars in American Studies on 
how Americans have defined of evil during our history. I know that part of my call is to teach both outside and within the 
church. For this reason, I like the old PCUS description of ministers as Teaching Elders.  

As a deacon I experienced “living in a fishbowl,” feeling like I had to be perfect to make sure I was worthy of church 
office. Coming from a family of ministers, I knew that scrutiny by myself and others would be even more intense, and I didn’t 
want to live with it. After teaching in the secular world and working at Presbyterian camps for a number of years, however, I 
found it impossible to remove anything I did from my faith. I had to work in the church, but didn’t want to spend yet another 
three years in grad school, so I considered becoming a Christian Educator. I went to a Weekend for Theological Inquiry at 
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia, and God sent down a celestial 2x4 and said, “Get thee to Seminary!” When I told 
several of my minister friends, their response was “Finally!” I was quite surprised that they had recognized my call, but also 
saw that I was running as hard as I could. They had patience and knew that the Spirit would work according to its own time.  

It was through the two years of serving as a Chaplain Resident in a trauma center that much of my identity as a 
minister was formed. Often, after learning that over half of my patients (and all my cancer patients) died, people ask me how 
I could survive being surrounded by so much grief and pain. My response is always that while yes, it is difficult, there is no 
greater honor than for someone to want you with them as they pass from this life into the next.  

My first ordained call was to United Campus Ministries of Kansas City, a partnership sponsored by five (and then 
six) denominations. During my six years at UCM, I learned how critical openness and acceptance is to providing a sense of 
hospitality and a welcoming atmosphere to both members and guests. This allowed me and my students to see how 
diversity that transcends boundaries of socioeconomics, race, ethnicity, language, and theological perspective can be 
celebrated in a spirit of mutual respect and love. I used to tell people that if they believed that Sunday morning from 11:00-
12:00 was -- and would continue to be -- the most segregated hour of the week that they needed to come to UCM’s 
Thursday Night Bible Study!  

The Presbyterian Church has molded me, my spirituality, my belief in the equality of all before God, and my 
understanding of covenant throughout my life. God has blessed me with this opportunity to serve a denomination I treasure.   
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Rev. Don Cooper, Chair

October 22-23, 2010

The Nominating Committee presents the following nominations to fill the year of 2013 and other class
vacancies. The next meetings of the committee will be Monday, November 1, 2010. 

The Nominating Committee is responsible for filling the slate for each committee throughout the year and
for creating the new Class of 2013 to begin serving a three year term in January of 2011. To this end, we are
asking you to discern your wishes in regard to a Presbytery committee on which you would like to serve or
suggest someone for a committee of Presbytery. We have begun to fill the Class of 2013 and any other
known vacancies.

It is important to note Presbytery by-laws which state, “Terms of committee members shall be for three (3)
years in equal classes and no committee member shall serve more than two (2) consecutive terms.
Ordinarily, a person may serve on only one Presbytery committee at any time.” 

The Nominating Committee invites you to take a moment to fill out the attached form and return the form
to the Stated Clerk’s Table prior to leaving the meeting today. We hope that you will seriously consider
serving on a committee in which you are interested or recommending others for committees. To all of you,
we give praise to God and our heartfelt thanks for your faithful service.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
If a committee still has a known vacancy, it will be indicated following the recommendation.

1. Coordinating Council
Ms. Kathy Parse (E) Class of 2013
Ms. Mary V. Atkinson (B) Class of 2013
Rev. Becky Stanley (C) Class of 2013
Mr. Pat Skinner (Burnsville, First) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. Tyler Martin (B) Class of 2011
Mr. Melvin Meares (Hickory, First) (E) Class of 2011
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and elder representation,
the council needs 1 representative from clusters A and/or F.)

2. Ministry Division Representative
Ms. Mary V. Atkinson (B) Class of 2013

3. Committee on Ministry
Ms. Barbara Ross (Crossnore) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. Eddie Deas (Third Street) (D) Class of 2013
Rev. Maggie Lauterer (Burnsville, First) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. Mark Stanley (Trinity) (C) Class of 2013
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Mr. John Heilman (Waldensian) (E) Class of 2013
Mr. Robert Ayala (Newdale) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. Bill Christian (B) Class of 2011
(2 vacancies remain  for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and elder representation, the
committee needs 1 female minister and 1 female elder representative.)

4. Examinations
Ms. Sarah Abernethy (Gastonia, First) (D) Class of 2013
Rev. Deborah McEachran (Hickory, First) (E) Class of 2013
Rev. Cecil Jividen (B) Class of 2011
(Needs a Committee Chair.)

5. Care of Church Professionals
Rev. Dwight Christenbury (Trinity) (C) Chair
Mrs. Angela Drummond (Asheville, First) (B) Class of 2013
Rev. Matthew Schlageter (B) Class of 2013
(2 vacancies remain, 1 for the class of 2013 and 1 for the class of 2011. In order to balance clergy
and elder representation, the committee needs 2 male representatives from clusters A and F.)

6. Preparation for Ministry
Rev. John LaMotte (B) Class of 2013
Rev. Mark Watson (Newton, First) (E) Class of 2013
(2 vacancies remains for the class of 2013 and a Committee Chair.  In order to balance clergy and
elder representation, the committee needs 2 male lay persons  from cluster A, C and/or D.)

7. Representation Division COMPLETE

8. Committee on Representation
Rev. Eddie Deas (Third Street) (D) Class of 2013 Chair
Rev. Richard Nygren (A) Class of 2013
Chelsea Anderson (Morganton, First)(Youth) (E) Class of 2013
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2012. In order to balance clergy and lay representation, the
committee needs 1 male youth from within Presbytery.)

9. Outreach Division COMPLETE

10. Peace and Justice Committee
Ms. Janet Mahannah (D) Chair
Rev. Terry Alexander (Newland) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. Steven Runholt (Warren Wilson) (B) Class of 2013
Rev. James McPherson (C) Class of 2013
Mr. Jim Ludwig (Burnsville, First) (F) Class of 2013
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2012.  In order to balance clergy and lay representation, the
committee needs 1 female representative from cluster A.)
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11. Hunger Committee
Ms. Cindy Moore (Rutherfordton) (C) Chair
Mrs. Margarette Kennerly (Etowah) (C) Class of 2013
Dr. Jim Darsie (Lenoir, First) (E) Class of 2013
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and lay representation, the
committee needs 1 representative from A, C, or F.)

12. Missions Committee
Rev. Dr. Billy Lowe (Cherryville, First) (D) Chair
Mr. Bob Brendle (Marion, First) (B) Class of 2013
Mr. David Tate (Morganton, First) (E) Class of 2011
(2 vacancies remain, 1 for the class of 2013 and 1 for the class of 2011. In order to balance
clergy and lay representation, the committee needs 2 females for clusters A, D and/or F.)

13. Campus Mission
Rev. Joseph Washburn (Banner Elk) (F) Chair
Mr. Gill Campbell (Montreat) (B) Class of 2013
Rev. Jack Davidson (E) Class of 2013
Ms. Kathy Meachem (Grace Covenant) (B) Class of 2013
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2012. In order to balance clergy and lay representation, the
committee needs 1 female lay person from cluster C or D.)

14. Self-Development of People                     
Mr. Samuel Baraki (Black Mountain) (B) Co-Chair
Mr. Guy Wallace (West Avenue) (D) Co-Chair
Mr. Jackie Thomas (Green Street) (E) Class of 2013
(2 vacancies remain for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and lay person
representation, the committee needs 1 male and 1 female from clusters A and C.)

15. Evangelism Division
Rev. Becky Stanley (C) Class of 2013

16. Evangelism Committee
Mr. Les Stobbe (Tryon) (C) Class of 2013
Rev. Jey Deifell (B) Class of 2013
Rev. Michael Sears (Olney) (D) Class of 2013
(2 vacancies remain, 1 for the class of 2012 and 1 for the class of 2011. In order to balance clergy
and lay person representation, the committee needs 2 females from clusters B, E and/or F.)

17. New Church Development Sub-Committee
Rev. Graham Wood (D) Class of 2013 Chair
Ms. Marianne Cannon (Waldensian) (E) Class of 2013
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2012. In order to balance clergy and lay person representation,
the committee needs 1 lay person or 1 minister from cluster A, B, C or F.)
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18. Church Transformation Committee
Rev. Ed Forsyth (New Hope, Gastonia) (D) Chair
Rev. Margaret Stayton-Wilson (Lowell) (D) Class of 2013
Mr. Bobby Justus (Grassy Creek) (F) Class of 2013
Mr. Charles Hall (Dulatown) (E) Class of 2011
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and lay person representation,
the committee needs either a minister or lay person from A or E.)

19. Support Division COMPLETE

20. Small Membership Church Committee
Rev. Terry Hanna (Bryson City) (A) Chair
Mr. Robert Dula (Dulatown) (E) Class of 2013
Mr. Pete Peterson (Jack’s Creek/Micaville) (F) Class of 2013
Rev. David Stover (B) Class of 2013
Mr. Ken Unnasch (Long Creek) (D) Class of 2013
Mrs. Linda Ligon (Morrison) (A) Class of 2013
Mr. Roger Wise (Fletcher) (F) Class of 2013
Ms. Margaret Thomas (Green Street) (E) Class of 2011
(1 vacancy remains for the class of 2011. In order to balance clergy and lay person representation,
the committee needs 1 lay person from clusters A, C, or D.)

21. Stewardship
Rev. Ed Brenegar (B) Chair
Mr. Fred France (Crossnore) (F) Class of 2013
(2 vacancies remains for the class of 2013. In order to balance clergy and lay person representation,
the committee needs 2 female ministers from cluster A, B, C and/or F.)

22. Discipleship Division
Ms. Kathy Parse (E) Class of 2013

23. Youth Ministries
Rev. Michael Bailey (Morganton, First) (E) Chair
Ms. Carly Brock (Cherryville, First) (D) Class of 2013
Mr. Douglas Clark-Brown (Gastonia, First) (D) Class of 2013
Mr. Fred Nebrig (Brevard-Davidson River) (C) Class of 2013
Rev. Heather Wood (Hickory, First) (E) Class of 2013
Rev. Luke Ponder (Newton, First) (E) Class of 2011

24. Christian Education
Rev. Adam Bowling (Morganton, First) (E) Class of 2013 Chair
Rev. Kent Smith (B) Class of 2013
Mrs. Donna Ashley (Columbus) (C) Class of 2012
(3 vacancies remain, one for the class of 2013 and 2 for the class of 2012. In order to balance
clergy and lay person representation, the committee needs 3 males from clusters A, C, and D.) 
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25. Administrative Division COMPLETE

26. Budget and Finance
Mr. Charles Sellers (West Avenue) (D) Class of 2013 Chair
Mr. Tom Queen (Rutherfordton) (C) Class of 2013
Mr. Herbert Hickson (Gastonia, First) (D) Class of 2013

27. Property and Equipment
Mr. Dick Peck (Morganton, First) (E) Class of 2013 Chair
Mrs. Ann Mullis (Waldensian) (E) Class of 2013

28. Personnel Committee
Mrs. Judy Nebrig (Brevard-Davidson River) (C) Chair
Rev. Otis Wilson (Morganton, First) (E) Class of 2013
Rev. Daria Ragan (Belmont, First) (D) Class of 2013

29. Strategic Goals Committee
Mr. Bill Wuehrmann (Tryon) (C) Class of 2013
(5 vacancies remain, 3 for the class of 2013, 1 for the class of 2012 and 1 for the class of 2011. In
order to balance clergy and lay person representation, the committee needs 1 minister and 4 lay
persons from clusters A, B, D and/or F.)

30. Permanent Judicial Commission
Rev. Luke Harkey (Shelby) (C) Class of 2016
Rev. Tom Parker (Etowah) (C) Class of 2016
Rev. Maggie Lauterer (Burnsville, First) (F) Class of 2016

31. Joint Outdoor Ministries
Mr. Tony Sigmon (Gastonia, First) (D) Class of 2013
Mr. Edwin Jones (Brevard-Davidson River) (C) Class of 2013
(Need a Committee Chair.)



Ministry Division
Committee on Ministry
Examinations
Care of Church Professionals
Preparation for Ministry Cmte.

Evangelism Division
Evangelism Committee

Administration Division
Budget & Finance Committee
Property & Equipment Committee
Personnel Committee
Strategic Goals Committee

Support Division
Small Membership Churches

Committee
Stewardship Committee

Outreach Division
Peace and Justice Committee
Hunger Committee
Missions Committee
Campus Missions Committee
Self-Development of People 

Discipleship Division
Youth Ministries Committee
Christian Education Cmte.
School for the Laity Cmte. 

Representation Division
Committee on Representation
Racial and Ethnic Committee

Special Division
Permanent Judicial Commission
Nominating Committee
Joint Outdoor Ministries Cmte.
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Recommendations for Presbytery Committees

Name of Person Making Recommendation                                                                                                   

Date                                          Church                                                                   Cluster                
In the box below are eight (8) general areas of expertise and related names of the committees required to carry
out the work of the Presbytery. Below the box, please fill in the name, committee, and requested information
about each elder (E) or minister (M) you think to be qualified to serve on one or more of the committees. Non-
ordained lay persons (L) may also serve on many presbytery committees, but please indicate if they are not
ordained by writing “L” by the person recommended, as we work hard to keep our committees properly
balanced as to clusters, elders or lay persons to clergy, men to women and with racial/ethnic representation.

Committee:                                                     Name:                                                                M/E/L           
Sex           Race           Phone(w)                                    (h)                           E-mail                                       
Additional Information About Person                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                          
Committee:                                                    Name:                                                                 M/E/L           
Sex           Race           Phone(w)                                    (h)                           E-mail                                       
Additional Information About Person                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                          
Committee:                                                    Name:                                                                 M/E/L           
Sex           Race           Phone(w)                                    (h)                           E-mail                                       
Additional Information About Person                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                          
Committee:                                                     Name:                                                                M/E/L           
Sex           Race           Phone(w)                                    (h)                           E-mail                                       
Additional Information About Person                                                                                                           
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
THE REVEREND DR. RICHARD N. BOYCE, CHAIR

OCTOBER 22-23, 2010

RECOMMENDATIONS:

I. THAT Emma M. Horn, a member of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church and a student
at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, be enrolled as a candidate following the
required examination by Presbytery. 

II. THAT Everdith Landrau, a member of Dulatown Presbyterian Church and a graduate of
Duke Divinity School, be enrolled as a candidate following the required examination by
Presbytery.

OM III. THAT Emily V. Nisbet, an inquirer from Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church, be
removed from the preparation for ministry process, per her request on August 30, 2010. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
• As they have been given the authority, the Committee on Preparation for Ministry, on behalf of

Presbytery, has elected the following person as a reader for ordination examination in Raleigh,
NC on October 4-6, 2010.  They will grade papers from early morning until late at night. 
Content guidelines are provided.

Mark Burnham (Minister at Asheville First Presbyterian Church)

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry is proud of persons who have received a call and/or been
ordained:
• Erin Keys, a member of the Asheville First Presbyterian Church and a candidate from the

Presbytery of Western North Carolina, was ordained at the Asheville First Presbyterian Church
on August 22, 2010.  Erin is serving as Interim Associate Pastor for Christian Education at Brick
Presbyterian Church in New York City.

• Robert (Bob) J. Tuttle, a member of the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, will be ordained
on November 7, 2010 at Black Mountain Presbyterian Church to the Validated Ministry of Vice
President, Center for Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Montreat Conference Center. 



 
OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR MISSION CO-WORKER 

 
We, the congregation of ___________________________________________Church  
commit ourselves to the following support of _______________________________ in the 
following ways:     (name of mission co-worker *) 

 
Please decide on, then check the ones to which you commit. 
 
____ Pray regularly and specifically for the mission co-worker and the partners and programs 
with which he/she/they are in ministry together. 
 
____Let the mission co-worker know that you are praying for and thinking about him/her/them 
periodically during the year. (For instance, send birthday cards, Christmas and Easter 
greetings.) 
 
____Share news from the mission co-worker throughout the congregation. Newsletters and 
information about PCUSA mission co-workers can be found at 
www.pcusa.org/missionconnections.  
 
____Provide $___________/per month or per year (underline either month or year) in salary 
support for ______years (between 1 and 3 years)**. 
 
____Provide financial support for a program with which the mission co-worker is involved.*** 
 
____Other:  Describe on the back. 
 
Name of contact person  __________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #:  ________________________ e-mail address: ________________________ 
 
 
* Please fill out one form for each mission co-worker or family you are supporting. The 215th General Assembly 
(2003) adopted the policy statement “Presbyterians Do Mission in Partnership” (you can order a brochure on this 
through Presbyterian Distribution Service using the number 74-200-03-001). Concurrently there was a move from 
the title “missionary” to “mission co-worker” to reflect our theology that we do mission in partnership with our 
Christian brothers and sisters around the world, working together with them as co-workers in sharing the gospel.   
 
** Mission co-workers usually have terms of three years. 
 
*** Salary support is the highest priority until a mission co-worker is fully funded. Then support for the programs 
with which they work is next. These are ECO (Extra Commitment Opportunity) accounts with specific numbers. 
 

Please send your commitment form(s) to: 
Mission Co-worker Support 

Presbytery of WNC 
114 Silver Creek Rd. 

Morganton, NC  28655 
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Did you know that for the college class of 2014? 
“Digital” has always been in their cultural DNA so they’ve never written in 
cursive.  

 They have no need for a wrist watch since they have cell phones to 

tell them the time. 

 They never twisted the coiled handset wire aimlessly around their 

wrists while chatting on the phone. 

 Czechoslovakia has never existed. 

 Having hundreds of cable channels but nothing to watch has always 

been routine.  
 They have never worried about a Russian missile strike on the U.S. 

(From Beloit College’s Mindset List for the college class of 2014) 

We are called to ministry with these young adults!  

 

Simple things you do to support College Students  
 Send gift boxes of goodies not just at exam time but anytime!  

 Send gift cards, particularly to restaurants, a welcome break from 

food in the cafeteria!  

 Encourage people to write to students and send cards.  

 Ask for volunteers to “adopt” a student and be in regular contact 

with them while away and invite them to lunch or dinner when back 

home on breaks.  

 Have a College Student Note Day in worship one Sunday. Have 

every person write a note to a student and send them all together with 

a gift box.  

 Send e-mails about what is happening in their home church.  

 Include college students in worship leadership when home on breaks.  

 Plan a reunion for college students during a break.  

 Ask students to report on participation in any mission or service trips 

at college.  

 Send contact information for your students away at college to the 

Presbytery office and we will forward it to churches and/or 

ministries in their area and ask them to contact the student with an 

invitation to worship. 
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If your church is in a college community:  

 Invite the college students to worship -don’t assume they will come.  

 Start a College Sunday School Class or weekday study.  

 Match students with a member of the congregation -their “adopted” 

family away from home.  

 Invite them to a covered dish dinner once a month -a special event or 

with the whole congregation.  

 Invite them to participate in mission projects, holiday decorating, and 

other special events or services.  

 Start a “Youth Group” for college students.  

 Treat them like you would anyone else in the church -invite them for 

a meal, hang out together.  

 

A Prayer for College Students: 
Loving God, source of all knowledge and truth, we thank you for 

giving us minds and expecting us to use them. We especially remember 

today all those who are a part of the teaching and learning in our colleges and 

universities. 

Bless the students (especially those in our congregation). Help them 

develop discerning minds. Help them gain wisdom while they are learning 

information. Help them to ask the difficult questions, to not be satisfied with 

easy answers, and to view their studies as a way to love you with all their 

minds. As they plan for life after their studies, help them hear their calling to 

love and serve you in the world. 

Bless all who enable students to learn (especially those in our 

congregation). Give wisdom to teachers, patience to administrators, and 

encouragement to support and facilities staff. Be with campus ministers and 

chaplains and all those engaged in college ministry.  Stand with parents and 

families as their young people become emerging adults.  Help all of them to 

sense the importance of their vocation to the students, the larger church and 

to the world. Help them to work together to create a supportive and 

encouraging environment for learning. 

Help us to find ways to nurture our college students and to include 

them in the life and leadership of our congregation.  Give us insight into 

ways to support the students though this important and formative time in 

their lives, so that together we may glorify your name, for the sake of Jesus 

our Lord. Amen. 

College Student Awareness Month 2010 



Say Thanks Every Day
The Power of Gratitude in Life, Work & Faith 

Say Thanks

Give Back

Make Welcome

Honor Others
Create Goodness

Serve people,  communities and the 

church, who have made a difference in 

your life, work &  faith.  

Say Thanks Every Day to God and others in appreciation for the difference 

their participation and contributions make in your life, work & faith.

Create goodness in response to the grace of God’s 

call to faith and stewardship.

Practice a hospitality of openness and 

opportunity for people to make a difference.

Honor people and communities for 

their participation and contributions 

of faith & stewardship.

Dr. Ed Brenegar   Chair, Stewardship Committee, Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

http://edbrenegar.typepad.com ed@edbrenegar.com  828/275-1803

Say Thanks Every Day: Copyright©2010 Ed Brenegar

Thank You

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when 

we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ ... so that in 

the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

towards us in Christ Jesus. ... For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 

for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

Ephesians 2:4-10

Join the Presbytery of Western North Carolina’s Stewardship Committee in Celebrating 2011 as

A Year of The Stewardship of Gratitude 

PRESBYTERY STEWARDSHIP EVENT

Creating a Spiritual Culture of Generosity
Presented by Kevin Garvey – Board of Pensions, PCUSA

Saturday, February 12 10am-3pm Place First Presbyterian Church, Morganton

A Training Event for Stewardship Committees, Sessions, Pastors and Congregation Leaders
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Jesus said, “All Authority in heaven and on the earth has been given to me. Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And remember I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

As congregations and individuals, we are all called by God to be “making disciples.” In order to be “making
disciples,” we ourselves have to be growing as disciples and being disciples. As Stan Ott often says, “We
have to be the people of God before we can do the work of the people of God.” 

A large part of our October Presbytery meeting is going to be about growing in faith, being and making
disciples. This theme will be reflected in worship, in time with John McCall about “Growing in Faith” and
“Being Sent.”  Becca Young will share her call to teach at the seminary in Jakarta, Indonesia and to help
with disaster relief.  You will have time to reflect and discuss together how you understand your own growth
and being sent, along with that of your church. We will also hear about opportunities within our Presbytery
to learn, grow and serve.

We used to think about “making disciples of all nations” as going across the ocean. We followed God’s call
to do that and are still sending out mission co-workers today. The good news is that many places where
missionaries from our churches took the gospel are growing fast. In fact, they are growing faster than we are. 
Often, I talk with dedicated Presbyterians whose children and grandchildren are not attending  church. There
are new people moving into our communities who do not go to church. We have become a mission field.
We have more in common with the early church in some ways than the good old days of the 50s, where if
we built a church, people would just come and fill the pews. How do we become missionaries for God in
our own communities? 

First, we need to be growing in our own faith. When I was a child in Black Mountain, I heard Billy Graham
challenge my parents that if they spent time at home studying to become a better teacher or businessman,
they were to spend the same amount of time studying to become better Christians. Then he challenged us
young people, to read the entire Bible. I found it so exciting. When I watch students in the School for the
Laity studying scripture, theology, worship and more, I see people transformed in their faith. It is “spiritual
energy.” We and our churches need to be challenged to grow in God’s grace, joy and energy.  We need to
pray for ourselves, each other, our churches and the world. God will give us the energy to “go and make
disciples.” We are to be doing the work of the people of God.

Some of us will reverse this process and be about doing before we are about growing and being. It is on
Mission trips or through the voice of others that we see God’s face and God’s work in the world. But it can’t
end with just doing, we must nurture the revelation and grow in the faith.

God calls us all to “Go and Make Disciples.” We worship a God who sends. It is not just about “me and
Jesus.” It is about being God’s disciples in our everyday world. That means we reach out to those who do
not know Jesus or have a faith community and  we demonstrate God’s love to a hurting world. It means we
are to be welcoming to the visitors and strangers. We are not to be just friendly, but to be places were people
can make friends and be invited to dinner.   
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Maybe it is my previous business career that says that if we are in a growing area and we are about inviting,
welcoming, and making disciples, we should have an overall growth as a presbytery in worship attendance
and membership.  13 Presbyteries in the PCUSA showed growth in 2009. We had about 43  large, medium,
small and very small churches in our presbytery that  grew in membership and worship attendance. In 2009 
in our presbytery we lost 324 people in worship attendance (about 3 per church) and 197 in membership.
With God’s help we could be more about inviting and sharing God’s love. We might even become one of
those presbyteries that is growing as we reach out to make disciples. I pray so. 

Being a disciple means opening our eyes to see what God is doing in our midst, through us and others in our
churches. I am praying that God will bring renewal for all our churches. I believe God is powerfully at work
in our lives and the lives of our churches. I could write pages of ways I see God at work in our churches and
this Presbytery.

C Banner Elk started a new Sunday evening contemporary worship for college students and
others. Worship at 6:05 is now in its second year.

C Buladean had a “Pig Picking” and invited their neighbors. The youth group from Spruce Pine
came to enjoy the celebration with a youth from Buladean, who had been included in the
Spruce Pine Mission Trip. Spruce Pine youths were a witness to God’s grace to the
congregation at Buladean.

C Third Street started an outreach to a local school that was struggling.  They have tutors and
special programs for parents and are helping folks deal with health issues in the area.

C The Waldensian Presbyterian Church sponsored a community-wide music festival.  The
festival highlighted a major recording artist of children's music, Thomas Moore, and a major
recording artist of social justice music, Bryan McFarland.

C Shelby Presbyterian has a group of people participating in 90 days of prayer.

C Warren Wilson and First Hickory hosted events where Luis Perez, the International
Peacemaker for Bolivia, spoke.

C Highlands First and Lowell both hosted Presbyterian Women's gatherings this fall.

C Marshall Presbyterian hosted an event for the Presbyterian Home for Children.

Share your good news at the Speak Out. Come, learn and grow at the Presbytery meeting. We are challenged
in all our churches. As First Church Morganton would say, “Grow and Go Deeper in Faith.” 

BE ABOUT GROWING AND GOING, AND MAKING DISCIPLES!  
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