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COORDINATING COUNCIL
J. D. Waldrop, Chair

July 26, 2011

The Coordinating Council of the Presbytery makes the following recommendation:

RECOMMENDATION:

1. THAT the Presbytery elect the Rev. Dr. Don Scofield as Moderator of the
Presbytery for 2013, serving as Vice-Moderator elect in 2012.  

The Coordinating Council of the Presbytery presents the following for information:

FOR INFORMATION:
2. THAT in response to Presbytery’s decision in April 2011, the Council appointed a 

Special Transition Task Force to assist Presbytery in adjusting to the new Form of
Government. (Coordinating Council Attachment 1) 

3. THAT the summary background report on the Montreat Court Case become a part
of the permanent record of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina.
(Coordinating Council Attachment 2)

4. THAT the Lease Agreement and an Option to Purchase between the Presbytery and
The Pisgah Center, Inc., become a part of the permanent record of the Presbytery of
Western North Carolina. The Presbytery of Western North Carolina approved the
request at the October 2010 Presbytery meeting.  (Coordinating Council Attachment 3
and Coordinating Council 4)

5. THAT the Coordinating Council reports approval of the following Nickel-A-Meal
Grants:

Homeward Bound’s A HOPE Day Center (Asheville) $3,000
Fairview Presbyterian’s Pay-It-Forward Food Pantry (Lenoir) $2,250
Interfaith Assistance Ministry Food Pantry (Hendersonville) $1,000
Carenet Back Pack Program & Soup Kitchen (Franklin) $2,250
Angel Food Y.U.M.M. (Valdese) $3,000
Waldensian Presbyterian Assistance Ministry (Valdese) $2,250
IFA/Cleveland County Rescue Mission (Shelby) $1,000
Pack-a-Bag Program - Shuford Elementary School (Conover) $2,250

TOTAL          $17,000

6. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the
Presbytery Docket.
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7. THAT a training event for adults and youth, "Let's Celebrate," will be held on
Saturday, August 20, 2011, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton. The
emphasis of this event will be: Evangelism, Revitalization and Transformation.

8. THAT Seminar 5 for the Acts 16:5 Initiative will be held on Saturday, September
17, 2011, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton and the cost will be $10 per
person.

9. THAT the following dates have been set for the Spring and Fall Gatherings for the
Presbyterian Women:

April 30, 2011 ~ Trinity Presbyterian Church
September 24, 2011 ~ Waldensian Presbyterian Church
October 1, 2011 ~ Grace Covenant
April 21, 2012 ~ First Presbyterian Church, Hickory

10. THAT the following dates have been set for 2011 and 2012 Presbytery Meetings:
2011

July 26, 2011 ~ First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia
October 21-22, 2011 ~ Lake Junaluska Conference Center

2012
January 28, 2012 ~ First Presbyterian Church, Belmont
April 24, 2012 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 31, 2012 ~ Black Mountain Home for Children, Youth & Families
October 26-27, 2012 ~ Lake Junaluska Conference Center



 

COORDINATING COUNCIL 

ATTACHMENT 1 
 

 

The Coordinating Council, pursuant to a Presbytery decision at its April 2011 meeting, 

  

1.  Appoints the following to a special Transition Task Force: 

 Bert Sigmon, chair  

 James Aydelotte  

 Patricia Clark  

 Luke Harkey  

 Bill Kantonen  

 Don Scofield  

 Paula Wallace  

2.  Authorizes the task force to select suitable person(s), should any member resign; 

  

3.  Commissions the task force, in consultation with the General Presbyter, to 

  

a.  draft a Model Manual of administrative operations for Sessions that will satisfy BO: G-3.0106 and 

the “Policies and Procedures Guide for the Work of the Session” in the General Assembly’s Advisory 

Handbook for Councils, that will be approved by Council in an email ballot and that will allow each 

Session to choose the policies and procedures that best suit its circumstances, for later review by 

Presbytery when it reviews that Session’s minutes; 

  

b.  revise the Standing Rules for our Presbytery with the goal of emulating, as near as is practicable and 

desirable, the simplification of the new Form of Government/Foundations of Presbyterian Polity (FOG); 

  

c.  submit the revised Standing Rules to Council at its September 2011 meeting, which shall then 

propose them to Presbytery for adoption at its October 2011 meeting, to come into force on 1 January 

2012; 

  

d.  draft appropriate guidelines, as needed and desired, to handle procedures that were formerly not 

possible under the old FOG but are now possible options under the new FOG, such guidelines to be 

approved by the relevant committee and the Council, which may also amend them in the light of 

subsequent experience; 

  

e.  remain in being, at the pleasure of the Council, as a consultative body for questions relating to our 

Presbytery’s transition from the old FOG to the new FOG. 

  



COORDINATING COUNCIL 

ATTACHMENT 2 
 

BACKGROUND ON THE MONTREAT COURT CASE 

Because some people have come to our Presbytery since 2006, the Coordinating Council decided it 

would be valuable to publish a review of this matter, and requested the Presbytery staff, in consultation 

with the attorneys, to provide a summary. 

 

Presbytery’s Council renews its earnest request that everyone pray, during and after this case, that the 

good work for God’s kingdom by many groups be strengthened and that Christ’s will for his Church be 

done.  

 

In 2006, the Session of the Presbyterian congregation in Montreat unilaterally began the process of 

leaving the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Despite the counsel of our Presbytery, a large majority of that 

congregation voted to request the Presbytery to dismiss them to the Evangelical Presbyterian (EPC) 

denomination. Following Presbytery’s established procedure (see Attachment A), a task force was set up 

to meet with the Montreat Session and to make a recommendation to the Presbytery. After much 

prayerful consideration and the task force’s guidance, our Presbytery in April 2007 reluctantly voted to 

divide the Montreat Presbyterian congregation into the continuing Montreat Presbyterian Church 

(PCUSA) and a new Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC), dismissing the majority of members to the 

Evangelical Presbyterian denomination with God’s blessing. The Presbytery also carefully voted to 

retain for the loyal minority the name and century old tradition of the Montreat Presbyterian Church, 

which had  been a church of the PCUS (“Southern”) and the PCUSA denominations, and always under 

the care of our Presbytery or its predecessors since its founding in 1906. 

 

Our Presbytery, pursuant to the PCUSA Constitution, continued to hold in trust all the property of the 

formerly undivided congregation (see Attachment B), expecting that negotiations set up over the next six 

months would result in an equitable distribution of those resources among the now two congregations in 

Montreat. Unfortunately, the EPC congregation refused to recognize the authority of Presbytery or the 

just needs of the minority, and maintained that all the property was solely theirs. They also claimed the 

name “Montreat Presbyterian Church” in spite of history, the Constitution, Presbytery’s decision, and 

the confusion that it creates in Montreat and for the Conference Center.   

 

As part of the Presbytery’s vote, six months were set aside for discussions about the property, including 

the name, which is a form of property. Unfortunately, the first statement by the EPC congregation was 

that they would not talk about property. After several months, during which offers to discuss 

compromise on the sharing of these vital resources were repeatedly rejected by the EPC congregation, 

our Presbytery sadly decided in October 2007 that it had no option but to file suit to recover the 

property. In so doing, it strongly affirmed that our bond as a connectional church, our duty as stewards 

of the means provided for our ministry, our concern that the PCUSA Montreat Presbyterian Church have 

the resources needed to thrive, and our respect for our denomination’s Constitution required this lawful 

action. Our contracting with lawyers was a full six months after the Montreat EPC church sent us 

material from their lawyers. We had waited, despite repeated but unsuccessful attempts for negotiation, 

hoping that things could be worked out, before the Presbytery contracted with its attorneys.  Obviously, 

the party in physical possession has no need to initiate a legal proceeding to address who has the right to 

possession.  

 



Since the suit was filed, much time, effort and money have been devoted to preparation for mediation 

and/or trial of the case. Over four years (through February 2011), the Presbytery has expended $119,000 

in legal expenses. The PCUSA General Assembly, individuals, and especially our Synod have 

contributed significantly towards off-setting these costs. It is important for the members of the 

Presbytery to be reminded that we have pursued this course for specific reasons:  

 

1.  There still exists in Montreat a faithful congregation of people who have continued true to their 

vows of membership and ordained service in the PCUSA. They have been strong and consistent 

in seeking God’s will for them and for their community. They have more than survived – they 

have grown in numbers, despite the fact that they have no consistent place to worship and have 

to put signs out each Sunday to tell the congregation where to come to worship. They must carry 

such things as the cross, paraments, communion elements, worship materials, name tags, and 

coffee in the trunks of their cars, like exiles “pitching tents” wherever space is available. We are 

proud to acknowledge their dedication and are bound in Christian fellowship to support them.  

We expect they will continue to grow with God’s blessing and with good leadership and 

experienced pastors. They have a vision as a church that God has called them to stand with the 

Conference Center (including providing worship opportunities in Montreat during the year), and 

they have a passion for community and world missions.  

 

2. We firmly believe that the behavior of the EPC congregation was, and continues to be, an act in 

violation of our Constitution and their vows as ordained officers. The very connectionalism of 

the PCUSA, grounded in Scripture and established by our Book of Order, was repudiated by this 

violation which must be confronted, lest we further diminish the value of our unity in the body of 

Christ.  We believe that unity calls us to remain connected, even in our differences, especially 

when things become difficult. 

  

3. Our response to this challenge to the Constitution will not just affect us. It will send profound 

reverberations throughout the denomination and will influence the actions of others for many 

years to come. Each year, thousands of PCUSA members and others come to the Montreat 

Conference Center (the largest in our denomination), and are grieved at this unhealed schism and 

long for its just resolution.  

 

The court ordered mediation, which began on April 11, 2011, was abruptly suspended by the sudden 

illness and emergency surgery of Presbytery’s lead attorney.  Both the resumption of mediation and a 

possible trial have now been postponed to an unknown date later this year.   

 

Please continue to pray for our work connected with the Montreat court case, that all may speak the 

truth in love, and that we may worship and serve together harmoniously, to Christ’s eternal glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2011 
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