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OUTREACH DIVISION 

July 26, 2011 
 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

The annual Camp Grier workday on May 14 was a success despite the inclement weather. During this 

coming year, the camp will be looking for churches to adopt a cabin or trail to repair, or schedule work 

days to make needed repairs throughout the year. For more information about scheduling a workday, 

contact the camp at 828-668-7793. 

 

At its May meeting, the Mission Committee allocated $500 to help support Tricia Thompson with her 

PCUSA Young Adult Volunteer year in Kenya 2011-2012. Tricia is a member of Lincolnton First 

Presbyterian Church. If your church would like to support Tricia, you can designate your check for 

“E210302 Tricia Thompson YAV Kenya” and send through the Presbytery office. At its March meeting, 

the committee allocated $500 to help support Jessi Stitt in her year working with Nkhoma Synod in 

Malawi. Jessi is a member of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church who volunteered with Ebenezer 

School in 2010 and is volunteering for Nkhoma Synod in 2012 to create a youth and young women‟s 

ministry. The committee also allocated an additional $225 to help Jacob Owens complete the support 

needed for his PCUSA Young Adult Volunteer year (2010-2011) in Tucson, AZ. Jacob is a graduate of 

Montreat College, and the committee had sent support in 2010 but more was still needed.   

 

MALAWI MISSION TRIP REPORT 

Eleven people participated in the May 23-June 8, 2011 Malawi Mission trip. The group volunteered at 

Nkhoma Hospital, Ebenezer School, and did repair work on medical housing in Mlanda Village. Please 

see the appendix (Appendix P) for a report prepared by Nkhoma Hospital about the repair work done on 

the Mlanda Health Center. This report was given to the team before they left Malawi, so does not reflect 

the entire repairs. At the April 26, 2011 presbytery meeting a special offering $1,670 was received 

during the worship service to help fund the repairs in Mlanda.   

The dates for next year‟s trip have been set for May 21-June 6, 2012. Application forms will be put on 

the web this fall, with a due date of January 30, 2012. 

The members of the 2011 team are available to speak about Malawi at your church: 

 Tommy Burleson (Fletcher) 828-733-4107 

 Anna Heilman (Waldensian) 828-443-6555 

 Rebecca Heilman (Waldensian) 828-439-3690 

 Jane Howard (Northminster) 828-322-2493 

 Tom Kilgore (Morganton FPC) 828-438-0844 

 Gail Lehman (Franklin FPC) 828-524-5298 

 Teresa Locke (Southminster) 704-867-8135 

 Anna Moretz (Bakersville Baptist) 828-765-3464 

 Doris Munday (Franklin FPC) 828-524-2057 

 Jo Ann Taylor (Walnut Grove) 828-765-2981 

 Jason Wilson (Newland FPC) 828-387-0095 

 

Doris Munday was the reporter for the team and her report follows.  (Doris also wrote a detailed journal that will 

be put on the website soon.) 

 

“In the eight years since Western North Carolina Presbytery has been involved in Nkhoma, Malawi, there have 

been a multitude of advancements. Dr. Barbara Nagy‟s reputation is such that parents in the capital of Lilongwe 

bring their babies to her for their checkups.   
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In the past two years, the Ebenezer School has also shown much growth. There are now two classroom buildings 

housing young students from three years old to second grade. The third building is nearing completion and plans 

are for several more, including a library. They are working on a staff house on the site. The staff seems dedicated 

and the children are happy and eager to learn.   

 

The church in Nkhoma is amazing. It is filled to capacity (over 500) at each service - an 8:00 am English one and 

one in Chichewa at 10:00 am. The music is inspiring and joyful. The Western North Carolina group is always 

welcomed with open arms. It is meaningful that our Presbytery continues to support the efforts of the hospital and 

school in Nkhoma year after year.” 

 

Doris Munday (member of Franklin FPC) 
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REPORT FROM THE GUATEMALA MISSION TEAM 

Guatemala Trip 

 June 1 – 8, 2011 
 

 “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.” (Col. 3:16)  Ellen Dozier, our able leader, read us daily 

letters from those in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. Grace Boyer used this verse and wrote: 

 “Whatever circumstance may bring on a day to day basis, 

  „Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.‟ 

 In times of rejoicing, gratitude and laughter 

  „Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.‟ 

 In times of tiredness, uncertainty and when you need flexibility 

  „Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.‟ 

 

 May that verse be a reminder that Christ is truly in your midst, dwelling in you as individuals, as 

a group, in your partner churches and in the relationships that are deepened.”  Es Verdad! 

 Our group was in deed as well as word “Juntos en Cristo - Together in Christ”. Because of the 

prayer support we received from throughout the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, I and the others 

had “our hearts set on fire”. I experienced the power of El Espíritu Santo in new and life changing ways. 

Our Presbytery might consider how to respond to the request from the Presbytery of 

Suchitepéquez “to develop a library in each church”. 

Jim Layman, Black Mountain  

 

 I expected to have a wonderful adventure. I did not expect to fall in love. But who can second 

guess the Holy Spirit? Now my life is intimately linked with a Guatemalan congregation and a particular 

family in that congregation from whom I can never separate. The bright faces of the children and their 

keen intelligence keep appearing in my mind as clear as any photograph. The hope I have for them 

through our scholarship program has been rekindled. As a presbytery God has led us to a good path – 

education – for lifting and freeing other lives. As North American Presbyterian Christians God humbles 

and blesses us through this partnership. Thanks be to God. 

Bill Heck, Swannanoa 

 

 When I left for this trip, I thought my mission was to give assistance the people of our sister 

church in La Sabana. I also hoped to see the child Doreen and I sponsored, deliver letters to the children 

and school supplies. That is what I get for thinking ahead. Instead, I had a life changing experience. I 

was exposed to our brothers and sisters in La Sabana, Santa Ana, and Tecojate who were radiating with 

the Holy Spirit. Praise be to God. I was astonished to find these people were in such good spirits despite 

the conditions in which they live. I found unconditional love from our brothers and sisters in Guatemala. 

While with our people I had no worries. I give thanks to God for letting me receive such blessing. 

Randy Caudill, Morganton Quaker Meadows 

 

 First, I want to thank all of those who worked so diligently to make the trip possible. I learned 

more about Guatemala and its people this time, and I also learned about other agencies working in 

Guatemala to help the people there.   

 In 1997, I was blessed with the opportunity of going to visit Las Animas as we were beginning 

our partnership. There were so many needs then, but the greatest one was for pure water. In the last 15 

years, there has been much work done to achieve this for the community. They have also been able to 

build 2 outhouses that provide a way to compost rather than just contaminate the water supply. The 

church has grown, and they have a beautiful building with grass in front of it. I was blessed to share the  
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worship service on Saturday with the young people, and I led the Sunday School for the children on 

Sunday. I truly felt the Holy Spirit‟s presence while I was there.  It was also sad to see how much the 

people still need. I talked with the Pastor, Luis, and Benjamin about the community‟s needs, and access 

to good medical care was their primary concern. They live so far from medical care, and transportation 

is difficult. Education is another concern, but the pastor felt that the children who did not go to school 

lacked family support due to the cost on the family or just apathy on the parents‟ part. Only a program 

that encouraged the family as well as the children could make a significant impact. I saw so many needs 

in the community and would love to be able to help them in some way.   

Frances McSwain, Shelby 

 

 With each day we felt the Holy Spirit watching over us. Each morning we had a devotion and 

each evening Ellen read letters from our pastors/churches reminding us that prayers are with us. These 

comforting words prepared us for our visits and reminded us that the Holy Spirit is with us always.   

Visiting with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ we smiled, laughed and cried as we listened to each 

scholarship student and their parents tell us that without this help their children would not be able to 

receive an education. Most of the parents can‟t read or write and they want more for their children and 

our help is much needed. Through all of this thanking I could not help but wonder do they know how 

much they give to us. Yes we give towards scholarships, but they have shown us that through hardships 

that they experience everyday they continue to give great thanks to God. This show of faith was a bigger 

gift to me. At the end of our trip we all felt we had experienced Pentecost on a different level. We 

connected with our Hermanos as true Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we spoke different languages but 

felt we understood every word they said. We joined in singing not knowing the words but somehow they 

just came out. There was a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in that Place. 

 Pastor Jose said that it was a great distance for sister Nina to come and visit, but even if she 

cannot come, we continue in partnership, whether together or apart because God has brought us together 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks Be to God. 

 Nina Greene, Dallas 
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