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Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

As we begin the new year, it’s easy to think of the challenges that will face us as a person, church and
Presbytery in this world. However, as I look back on 2011, I am reminded that the Lord is head of the church
and the Spirit is working in our lives, our churches and the world. When we open our eyes, we can see and
give thanks for the way God is at work in our lives.

On Christmas Eve, I worshiped at Robinson Memorial. It was John Stanley’s last Christmas serving as their
pastor. Ten years ago, John was commissioned to serve a church of about 22 in membership. Several years
ago, the church had grown to about 65 in membership and worship. Even more, a church which had chained
off their parking lot from the school next door, now serves that same school in various ways, helping
teachers have supplies for their classroom, providing food to families and much more.

When I think of 65 members, I remember a comment from someone at Etowah. The person said, “we used
to always, for years, make 45 copies of the bulletins. Now we are making 65.” Recently, a member said,“I
couldn’t find a parking place. Now they have expanded their parking lot and expect to continue to grow.

Later on Christmas Eve, I went to the candlelight service at Black Mountain Presbyterian Church. In that
service, many college students who were back home for the holidays participated by reading scripture and
taking an active part in the service. This service was just one of three offered that evening. 

Great things are happening in our churches!  We have much to be thankful for, including:

C The Marion First Presbyterian Church has started a new journey. The church is the new location for
the free medical clinic in Marion. The church is reaching out to their neighbors and continues to
grow in membership, worship, and in the Spirit.

C The Waynesville First Presbyterian Church that split about five years ago has grown in Christ. They
have now surpassed the membership before the split. They are reaching out in mission and continue
to welcome new members.

C Swannanoa First Church has been hosting a program for people struggling with mental illness and
continues to reach out to a nursing home and help feed the hungry. Alex McLean has been involved
with the community and serves as chaplain to the local fire department.

C The Iglesia Presbiteriana Emanuel has recently decided to nest and join with New Vision Church.
On New Years Day, both churches met together in the fellowship hall, where about 70 persons
enjoyed breakfast, fellowship and worship. Ann and Frank Aichinger, co-pastors of New Vision, and
Gary Van Brocklin, pastor for Emanuel, led worship together. New Vision plans to offer classes in
both Spanish and English. New Vision has also adopted a new program on Wednesday nights called
“Life Tree Café.” Each Wednesday, they present topics of interest in today’s world, having
discussion around tables of four. This has proven a helpful way to build community and attract some
people outside of their church.
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C We are thankful for the partnership with General Assembly in the two-year “For Such a Time as
This” program, which helps small membership churches to be partnered with outstanding seminary
graduates. The program also provides training for these newly ordained pastors and their mentors, 
along with a process of support. Marshall and Canton, as well as Westminster, began the program
in 2011.  Three other churches plan to apply for the program this year.

C The Marshall Church had a concert that raised $5,700 for “Neighbors in Need” of Madison County.

C I am thankful for the many churches doing Backpack Programs. New Vision, Quaker Meadows, and
Fairview are several that come to mind and I know there are others. (Fairview even works inter-
denominationally to make it happen!)  Did you know that 25% of the children under the age of 5 in
this state go hungry?  Some of the schools in our counties have almost 100% of the children on free
lunch programs. Other churches have food pantries. Thanks for your ministry to the "least of these."

C The Montreat Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) has received several awards for their environmental
programs. They are also reaching out to the college students at Montreat College. One of the college
students is joining their mission trip to Haiti this month. They continue to focus their church on
being a mission church, as well as supporting the Conference Center.

C The Evangelism Committee is challenging each church to do one thing connected with evangelism
in 2012.  Their hope is that each church in the Presbytery will really take seriously the command to
go and make disciples. Congregations can either take something they're already doing or create an
experience that involves INTENTIONAL evangelism. That may be an event so huge that it changes
the very fabric of society, or it may be as simple as causing one person to consider who they are
before the Lord.  However, what the committee won't decide for a congregation is what that
experience should be. Christ is at work in each church in particular ways. Go to Christ and find out
what he's up to and how exactly he wants us to participate within your particular communities.  The
committee is planning for us to be able to share some of these fruits at the October Presbytery
meeting.

We are blessed!  Thank you for your ministry, commitment and concern.  I pray that 2012 enables us all to
do great things in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Peace,

Bobbi


