
COM ATTACHMENT 1
Statement of Faith

Sara Varnado

I believe in the one, Sovereign, Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), who spoke creation into
being, “maker of Heaven and earth” (Apostle’s Creed). The one Triune God is three persons in one
being. Where one of these persons is at work in the world, all three are at work. The three persons are
not to be separated, nor confused (while still combined). As one person. God is an active, living God
who not only created the world, but still works in and through it today. God is an omnipotent God, both
loving and just, who wants to be in relationship with all creation.

I believe that God became incarnate in the person of Jesus Christ who was both fully human and fully
divine. Jesus lived, taught, and healed, as well as communicated and ate meals with those who society
deemed unworthy. Building community was a very important part of Jesus’ ministry. While he was fully
human, he was unlike humans in that he was without sin. Through the teachings and actions of Jesus
Christ, we are to learn how to live our lives as Christians. Jesus Christ was crucified, died, was buried,
and was resurrected on the third day, thus redeeming all of humanity of their sins. Though we have been
redeemed, we are still sinful beings, captive to the very “evil [we] do not want.” (Romans 7:19) We are
therefore simul justis et peccator, or simultaneously justified and sinful (Martin Luther). 

I believe that there are two holy sacraments, instituted by Jesus Christ. Those two sacraments are
baptism and Eucharist. The sacraments are outward signs of an inward grace, given freely to us by God,
and sealed upon our hearts. Baptisms signify a washing away of our sins, a death to our old, sinful ways
of life, and a new birth into a new creation (Jesus Christ). I believe we are to be baptized in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as stated in Matthew 28:19. Eucharist is a celebration and
remembrance of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. “The Lord’s Supper is a celebration of the
reconciliation of people with God and with one another…” (Confession of 1967 – Inclusive Language
Version) Each of these sacraments is intimately tied to the Word of God because they are the Word of
God enacted, therefore, the sacraments are to be celebrated in conjunction with the preaching of the
Word (which is the Word of God, proclaimed).

I believe we are all justified and sanctified by the power of the Holy Spirit, “equal with the Father and
with his Son,” (Scots Confession) who lives and breathes life into our very beings. We are justified by
grace through faith. We are not able to earn God’s grace in any way. It is the power of the Holy Spirit
that allows us to receive God’s freely given grace, despite the fact that we are not worthy of it. As the
justified body of Christ, the Church (universal) is called to go out into the world and make disciples of
all nations (Matthew 28:19). As a sanctified people, we are to live our lives as joyful servants of God, as
we expectantly await Jesus’ triumphant return, as He brings in a new heaven and new earth.

The Old and New Testaments are the inspired Word of God – Holy, not because of who wrote them, but
because of who they are about – the Triune God. These Scriptures serve to help us see life more clearly
– “spectacles” as Calvin said. We are able to hear the Word of God only through the power of the Holy
Spirit.

I was born and raised a Presbyterian and feel that it will always be home for me.  Like all
denominations, it is not perfect and should never claim to know all the answers, but the Holy Spirit is at
work among us every day. I also feel that the Presbyterian Church’s beliefs are my beliefs, as I have
outlined above.  
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When I think about what it means for me to be called as a Minister of Word and Sacrament, I
immediately think of some of the ways Jesus called his disciples to go out and spread the Good News of
God’s love to everyone. Jesus spoke many times about ministering to the orphans, widows, and unloved.
He did not just speak about these things; he lived his life, ministering to those who were on the fringes –
the outcast, the sick, and the poor. Unbeknownst to me, this call began a long time ago.

I was born into and was raised in the Presbyterian Church and was always very active at First
Presbyterian, Newton, participating in choirs, youth groups, Sunday school classes and mission trips. I
felt God’s Spirit the most during those mission trips. Thus, my call was beginning.

My parents, some friends, and pastors were very influential in my spiritual development. My
parents raised me in a close-knit church community and made sure that I was involved in many aspects
of the church on a weekly basis. I quit going to church when I was in college and graduate school, but I
was very lucky to find friends with strong beliefs in God who have helped to challenge my beliefs in a
positive way and have kept me interested in and committed to living a spiritual life. I have also been
fortunate to form close relationships with several pastors who have influenced my decision to go to
seminary and into ministry.

Later on, when I moved to Clemson, SC, I joined Fort Hill Presbyterian Church and became very
active there, serving on the Youth and Young Adult Committee, as a Sunday school teacher, and
volunteer youth group leader. Thus, my call was growing.

It was while I was working at Clemson University that I realized I enjoyed working with the
church more than with my “day job.” I started hearing God’s voice in the back of my head off and on for
a couple of years, but disregarded it because I did not think that I could go back to school or change
careers. I started hearing that voice become louder and louder over the course of about two years and
finally started taking the voice seriously. Thus, my call was strengthening.

I finally made the decision to leave my nets behind (so-to-speak) and follow where God was
leading me. I started classes at Columbia Theological Seminary in 2004 with the idea that I wanted to be
an Associate Pastor for Youth or possibly Congregational Care. Once again, God had other ideas for me
though. Thus, my call was developing.

Through many urban outreach opportunities while in seminary, I began to feel that God was
calling me into urban ministry. It is a place where I can work for peace and justice by building
community and helping people who have nowhere to go and no one to turn to. I learned that I have a
great deal of compassion for people, especially those who have been outcast or looked-over by society. I
believe that God is using me to my fullest when I am helping people and I get great satisfaction out of
that feeling.
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“I Should Have Known” 

Matthew 14:22-33  
22 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 

side, while he dismissed the crowds.  
23 

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain 

by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,  
24 

but by this time the boat, battered by the 

waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them.  
25 

And early in the morning he came 

walking toward them on the sea.  
26 

But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 

terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear.  
27 

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and 

said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid."  
28 

Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to 

come to you on the water."  
29 

He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 

water, and came toward Jesus.  
30 

But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and 

beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"  
31 

Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught 

him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"  
32 

When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased.  
33 

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

 

This is a familiar story. It brings about thoughts of faith and doubt; of the miraculousness of walking on 

water and quickly calmed storms. But, I wonder…what did Peter really think about all of this? This is 

how I think he might have told the story: 

So…there we were…out on a boat, in the middle of a storm. It had been a LONG day what with 

Jesus preaching all day, which to be quite honest, gets a little tedious after a while. And then there were 

all those people! Sheesh! Have a little courtesy, would ya? I know it’s hot, you’re all sweaty, a few 

people have passed out from heat exhaustion, and the concession stands didn’t find it necessary to open 

and all, but come on, you don’t have to be rude to me, do you? We’re just trying to do our jobs, to keep 

Jesus on track to make each of His speaking engagements. So, anyway, we had spent the entire day, out 

in the hot sun, with very little water (and I was parched!), listening to Jesus teach all these people…there 

must have been at least 5000…and then Jesus decided to feed them all. What? Excuse me? 

Ummm…Jesus? We don’t have enough food for all of these people! Some kid over there has 5 little 

loaves of bread and a couple of sardines, but that’s it! How are we supposed to feed all these people? 

But, He insisted. So, as is typical, Jesus prayed over the food and then we started distributing it to the 

masses. Whew! That took a while! I didn’t think that there would be anything left over for us disciples, 

but as it turns out, there was! I was amazed. I guess there really IS something to having the Son of God 

as a leader. 

 

 Where was I? Oh yeah…it had been a LONG day. So, then Jesus sends us on to get on the boat 

so we could cross back over the water to get to our next speaking location. But, Jesus, aren’t you 

coming? You’re going to be late if you don’t come with us! But, as is characteristic of Jesus, He just told 

us to go and as faithful, obedient disciples, we went. He was being the “good pastor” and saying 

goodbye to everyone. I guess it never really occurred to us as to how He might get across the water since 

we were taking the boat. We were just doing as we were told. I was really worried that he might be late 

for his next speaking engagement, especially when, after talking to everyone, he started walking up the 

mountain, instead of towards the boat. Oh great! He was going for one of his famous “prayer times.” He 

did that every now and then. I didn’t really think this was a good time for that right now, but it wasn’t 

my place to tell HIM what to do. He was the teacher…I was just the disciple. I really couldn’t say 

anything, I mean, I AM the one who decided to leave my job as a fisherman and my perfectly profitable 

existence to follow this man who I knew nothing about. But it seemed like the right thing to do at the 

time. 
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 But anyway, back to the boat. There was a storm brewing…a BIG one. The clouds looked pretty 

scary, especially since it was starting to get dark. The wind started to pick up and so did the waves on 

the water. The boat started rocking back and forth, the wind grew stronger, the waves bigger, and then 

the rain started falling…and not like a little drop or two…it was coming down in sheets! We couldn’t 

see our hands in front of our faces. The wind was howling by then and the boat was getting tossed about 

violently. It was horrible! Judas and Simon even started ralphing over the side of the boat. THAT wasn’t 

a pretty sight to see either. With the rain and the lightening and choppy water, I have to tell you…I was 

a little afraid…okay okay…I was petrified! (But, don’t tell any of the other disciples, okay? I wouldn’t 

want to look bad in front of them!) I mean seriously, I was scared…and most of the other disciples were 

terrified too. Who wouldn’t be a little nervous? We’re in a little fishing boat in the middle of an angry 

sea and our Lord Jesus was out in the middle of the woods somewhere, praying. Who knows what was 

happening to Him…all alone out there…He could have gotten hit by lightening or washed away in a 

mudslide…or who knows?  

 

 But, I should have known that He’d be okay. God wouldn’t let anything happen to God’s Son, 

right? Nah…He’ll be alright. We have enough trouble right here and now just trying to keep the boat 

from capsizing and throwing us into a watery abyss of a grave. 

 

 After several hours of battling the storm and the raging water, things finally started to calm down 

a little bit. The wind died down and the rain let up significantly, but we were tired! We had been 

working through much of the night to keep the boat upright AFTER having worked all day on crowd 

control duty. Yeah. We were tired…bleary-eyed, falling over, slap-happy tired. 

 

 And then we saw it…or we thought we saw something…through our red, sleep-deprived eyes, 

we thought we saw a figure kind of floating towards us over the water. Yes, I said, OVER the water. We 

all thought we were hallucinating! Talk about scary! Judas and Simon started ralphing again, this time 

from pure fear and John passed out from fright. Some of the guys curled up into the fetal position and 

started whimpering even. Even I was a little concerned. But, then the figure started getting a little closer 

to us and we heard a voice…a voice that immediately calmed every one of us. A soothing voice…but 

one that we could not quite place. It sounded familiar, but…nah…it couldn’t be…could it? 

 

But, I should have known. He IS the Son of God, after all. We had just seen him feed over 5000 

people with 5 little loaves of bread and 2 sardines! You’d think that would have clued us in 

somehow…but it didn’t. In my defense, though, it was the middle of the night (and things always seem 

worse in the middle of the night) and there had been a big storm! And let’s think about this…how many 

times have YOU seen someone walk on water? We were all kinds of confused! Were we seeing a ghost? 

Was this one of those optical illusions that I’ve heard people talk about? 

 

But, I should have known. This is JESUS we’re talking about, right? But it was SCARY…seeing 

someone walking towards us…ON THE WATER…not swimming out to us…but WALKING on the 

water! I hadn’t been that scared since…well a couple of hours before during the storm…but that’s not 

the point! The point is that we were scared of this vision that we were seeing! But that voice…it said, 

"Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." 

 

Uh-huh…okay…SURE. Don’t be afraid…you’re walking towards us ON the water, looking like 

an apparation and you’re telling us to NOT be afraid? Riiiiiight. So, me, being the cynic that I am, have 

to go and open my BIG mouth and say, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water."  
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What was I thinking? Obviously I hadn’t had enough sleep. I must have been out of my mind! 

“…command me to come to you on the water…” Geez. As soon as I said it I wished I hadn’t. Because 

then, of course…as you might guess…this came next, “He said, ‘Come.’” 

 

“D’oh!” 

Well, then what could I do? I had to put my money where my mouth was and get out of the boat. 

I swear I felt like a toddler, learning how to walk again. But I had never felt so much fear in my life. I 

was literally putting my life in God’s hands. Terror. Sheer terror. All I could do was pray. Maybe the 

facts that I had sweated so much the day before and hadn’t gotten to eat much of the bread and fish was 

a good thing! Maybe I’d be a little lighter.  

 

Have YOU ever stepped out of a boat to walk towards Jesus ON water? Have you? It’s a pretty 

gut-wrenching, mind-boggling proposition if you ask me. This numb feeling came over my entire body 

and I was shaking so badly that my teeth were rattling in my head. I had (and have) never put so much 

trust in another individual’s hands before. I could have potentially been taking my last steps (cuz I don’t 

swim so well). Fear gripped me tighter than Scrooge’s fist around a gold coin.  

 

But, the Lord said “Come.”  

So I went. I put all my trust in Him and stepped out onto the water while the other disciples 

(from the safety of the boat) encouraged me to get on with it. I told them to pipe down…I didn’t see any 

of THEM getting out of the boat to walk on the water! Ever so gingerly, I stepped slowly over the water, 

trying not to look down or think about where I was actually walking. I just kept my focus on Jesus and 

His loving arms. I was almost there when…of course…a new challenge had to be thrown in my way…a 

strong wind started blowing (Do you think that’s funny God?) and I started to stumble, sinking a little 

ways into the water. In my terror, I screamed out, “LORD! SAVE ME!” But, Jesus, remained calm and 

just reached out and pulled me up, saying to me, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" (Like it was 

an everyday occurrence for me…to be walking on water like that.) I was thinking, “You ask me why I 

doubt? I’m walking on water…which in and of itself is just too much for my brain to comprehend 

anyway…but I did it because I trusted you. Then I started to sink because…well, I realized I was 

walking on water. I can’t swim…remember? And you ask me why I’m doubting.” 

 

But I couldn’t say that to him. My fear got the best of me. And when He pulled me up and out of 

the water, back into the boat, I was just so grateful to Him for saving me from drowning that I was just 

speechless. And wouldn’t you know it, but as soon as we got into the boat, the wind went calm. Just like 

that. Go figure. Jesus saves me and the source of my troubles goes away. Isn’t that something? 

 

That experience…that day on the water…in the boat…kind of made all other problems in my life 

seem kind of inconsequential. 

 

And it hit me…and all the rest of us too…but I should have known. We fell down on our knees 

in reverence and worship of this man…this Son of God. It had just never hit us before. We knew He was 

a great teacher, one to be honored and highly regarded…but it really hadn’t hit us. We knew that He had 

done great things like healing people, but STILL it had not sunk in. Truly He IS the Son of God. He still 

eases my fears, calms the wind in the storms that I ride out, and no matter what, He is always there to 

save my life. 
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry 

Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

 

Preaching Commission Report 

 

 

Commission members in attendance: Rev. Mark Burnham, Rev. Esta Jarrett, Rev. John 

LaMotte, and Rev. David Nash. 

 

 

On Tuesday, July 10, 2012 they met in the Campbell Chapel at First Presbyterian Church, 

Asheville, NC to hear Candidate Sara Varnado preach in accord with the new Presbytery 

policy. Sara presented an Order of Worship and our meeting opened with the call to 

worship. The scripture texts were Psalms 16 and Matthew 14:22-33 and the sermon title 

was “I Should Have Known” based on the Matthew passage. 

 

Sara demonstrated competence in exegesis, the ability to draw relevant meaning from the 

Biblical text, and the aptitude in preaching. After a few minutes of discussion, the 

Commission unanimously passed a motion to approve Sara’s preaching and sermon and 

to commend her to the Presbytery for ordination. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

 
Rev. Mark Burnham 



COM ATTACHMENT4 
 

Harold J Bennett, II 

Statement of Faith  

 

I believe we are saved through Christ alone; by grace alone; through faith alone, revealed 

through scripture alone; and to God alone be the glory.  God is an active and living Spirit that dwells 

within me.  God made humans distinct from every other form of creation by creating us in God’s image 

with knowledge and righteousness.  God created everything to be good including the freedom and the 

independence of life. God is neither the author of sin nor violence. He is totally omnipotent, omniscient, 

and omnipresent.  It is God who takes the initiative in calling us to repentance and in offering 

forgiveness. Therefore, I am dependant upon God’s gift of grace, unmerited favor, and mercy because of 

my iniquities and failure to obey God’s will. I am thankful for God’s election of the people for a 

covenant life, despite humanity’s tendency to idolatry and tyranny.   I believe in One God in three 

persons, same in substance, equal in power and glory.  God is the one and only true living God. 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God.  Christ is my mediator, who paid the price 

for all humanity on the cross for our transgression and sin.  God sent His one and only begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine, having two distinct natures but one person forever.  Jesus 

Christ is Adam’s posterity of hope for eternal life.  Jesus’ atonement for our sins made humanity the 

beneficiaries of God’s promised salvation. Jesus Christ, Son of God, Son of man, is the one true living 

Word of God. He is the gift of God that gives living hope.  He is our prophet, priest, and King forever.  

In His death and resurrection, all believers are assured of being raised up in glory and fully 

acknowledged on the Day of Judgment.  In life and death we belong not to ourselves but to our faithful 

Savior.  Jesus Christ’s motif for humanity to follow was ‘to love one another as I have loved you’. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit that confirms God’s presence in my life as a light unto my pathway.  

The Holy Spirit illuminates God’s revealed truths in the scripture, ‘seals’ our faith, sanctifies our living 

relationship with Christ, and applies the righteousness of Jesus Christ, the incarnate truth.  The Holy 

Spirit makes Christ’s presence real for devotion, personal and corporate worship, which enables us to 

lead Christian lives. The Holy Spirit surrounds the Holy Sacraments, Baptism and Lord’s Supper, as the 

words of institution are read and prayers are lifted up to God. 

 

I believe that scripture is the Word of God that is useful for building up faith and serves as a 

moral compass in spiritual life and life of the church.  God is continuously revealed to us through 

Scripture, which is the uniquely authoritative witness to the reality of God and the truth of Jesus Christ.  

God’s Word has a profound impact upon our lives of faith as individuals and as a community of God’s 

people.  We are called as faithful stewards to bring the Church and the world into reconciliation with 

God.  The two sacraments are God’s gracious gifts, given by Christ, observed by our Church.  They are 

essential expressions of the community’s faith and are indispensable to our corporate worship.  Further, 

the sacraments are visible signs of invisible grace to nurture our faith. The waters of Baptism unite us to 

the Body of Christ and to Christ’s ministry of love, peace and justice. The bread and wine regenerate our 

faith and increase our grace as partakers of the promises of Christ and miracles of the Holy Spirit.  I 

believe that there is no peace without justice, and no justice without peace, and if there is no peace or 

justice there can be no love! 
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Harold J Bennett, II 

Faith Journey 2012 

 

He is the first born of two surviving children to Harold and Nancy Bennett, Sr. in Baltimore, MD.  He 

was educated in the Baltimore public schools, a graduate of Morgan State University (BS - Chemistry), 

Georgia State University (M.Ed. – Counseling and Psychological Services), Command and General 

Staff College, Prince Georges Community College (AA – Computer Science) and a graduate of School 

of Theology, Virginia Union University.  He is a divorcee with three grown children and three 

grandchildren. He is a recent retiree from both the Central Intelligence Agency, as a Senior Security 

Analysis, and the US Army Reserves (Airborne/Ranger, served in several conflicts, and Military 

Intelligence). He also had prior experience as an Industrial Relations Manager at Fieldcrest Mills. 

 

During his formative years, he was first a member of New Life Presbyterian Church and is currently a 

member of Trinity Presbyterian Church.  As a youth, he was active in the church’s youth ministry 

program; Sunday School, Bible School and attended the Presbyterian Youth Camp.  As an adult, he has 

served as a Youth and Adult Sunday School Teacher, a Trustee, a Deacon, and a Ruling Elder.  He has 

served on and moderated numerous committees throughout his tenure at Trinity. Currently, he is 

responsible for the Food Pantry and Distribution Ministry and Trinity’s Street Ministry. He has served at 

the Presbytery of Baltimore on the Personnel Committee, Nomination Committee, Vision Committee, 

Presbytery Counzcil, the Presbytery’s Operation Manual Committee and is currently serving as a 

Trustee, on the Permanent Judicial Committee and the Presbytery Investment and Loan Committee.  He 

was elected to the 220
th

 and 221
st
 Mid-Atlantic Synod and served on the Synod’s Financial Task Force 

as a commissioner. 

 

He serves in his community as the Program Director, for Kappa Youth Development, Inc., (KYD) a 

501c (3) organization, which its primary goal is to provide minority adolescent males a transition from 

being a risk to becoming outstanding students, of high moral character, effective leaders in their 

community and living a health life style (the focus is on limiting high risk behaviors).  KYD targets the 

underserved population of Southern Maryland, Northern Virginia, and District of Columbia.  His 

personal ministry is in support of KYD’s ‘Kappa Kare Program’ that supports health awareness for Men 

of Color (Cancers, Violence, Obesity, HIV/AIDS, Mental Health, Heart Diseases and Healthy Aging) 

through education awareness and health screenings. 

 

Those in the church who know him would say his journey and call has been an unusual one, but a 

progressive one.  A former pastor at Trinity told him that he had been chosen by God to be one of his 

servants.  Like others in his church, who told him on several occasions that God was calling him to 

preach the Word; he ignored them as well as his pastor. It took a total stranger to get his attention that 

God was calling him into the ministry. After running for many years, he finally accepted his call and 

enrolled in seminary.  After careful reflection, his minister was right because God wanted ordinary 

people with a vast wealth of knowledge and experiences to share with the world.  Now, after resisting 

God’s invitation to become a Disciple of Christ, He has accepted His call; since he has nowhere else to 

hide, he has elected to become a humble servant of God.   



COM ATTACHMENT 5 
 

YVONNE THURMOND 

STATEMENT OF FAITH 

 

I believe in the Triune God who is revealed to us in the Old and New Testaments as the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit. Though all persons of the Trinity are present and active in creation and the 

lives of human beings, God, the Father is commonly understood as the Creator and Lord of the 

Universe. Jesus, the Son, is the eternal Word of God who ‘took on flesh’ and became Immanuel, God 

with us. He fully embodied the love of God in all that he said and did, and yet, because people “loved 

the darkness rather than the Light,” Jesus was crucified. Three days later he arose from the dead to 

demonstrate God’s unfailing love for us and God’s ultimate power over evil and death. Jesus is alive 

now in heaven where he intercedes for us and waits for the time of his return to earth for the final defeat 

of the powers of darkness. The Holy Spirit is the continued presence and power of God in our day-to-

day lives. It is the Spirit who continues to reveal God’s work in the world, helps us interpret the 

Scriptures, gives gifts to us for the work of God’s kingdom and empowers believers for discipleship and 

service in the Church and in the world.  

I believe human beings are created in the image of God and therefore have worth as persons. 

Since God is relational, human beings are created for community; we are meant to have life-affirming 

relationships with God, others and ourselves. Humanity, however, is tainted in every aspect of life by the 

effects of sin which causes chaos and destruction in all of those relationships. I affirm the sovereignty of 

God as a consequence of who God is in relationship to us: We are creatures and so are limited in our 

understanding, abilities and wisdom; thus, we are under the authority of the Creator who provides for us 

and cares for us as his special creation. We are fallen creatures who choose to rebel against the 

provisions God has set for us and go our own ways; thus, we are under the authority of Jesus who 

reclaimed us from the consequences of sin and death through his life, death and resurrection. We are 

expectant creatures, waiting for the fulfillment of God’s promises to make complete the work God has 

begun in us at the return of Christ Jesus; thus we are under the authority of the Holy Spirit who gives us 

hope, brings new life and empowers us to live as heirs to the Kingdom of God. 

I believe the Bible is the inspired word of God through which we learn the truth about God and 

ourselves and so it is authoritative to the extent that it reveals such truth. Therefore, we must take care in 

interpreting Scripture to rely upon the Holy Spirit to give us eyes to see, ears to hear, minds to 

understand and hearts to faithfully respond to God’s continuing call upon our lives as disciples of Jesus 

Christ. 

I believe the universal Church, the Body of Christ, includes all who are called to faith in Jesus 

through the work of the Holy Spirit and that each particular church’s primary work is the worship and 

service of God in the communities in which it is located. That work is accomplished through nurturing 

people in the faith, education in and interpretation of the Scripture, regular celebration of the sacraments 

and participation with the Holy Spirit in transforming the lives of those in and out of the church through 

service and mission.   

I believe the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are tangible signs and seals of the 

work of God in the lives of his people. Through Baptism, we proclaim that God creates new life in us 

and grafts us into the Church, to be nurtured and sustained as we mature in discipleship of Christ and 

service to others. In the Lord’s Supper, the Body of Christ gathers around the table of remembrance to 

express our gratitude for all that God has done for us, to reaffirm our commitment to each other and to 

receive nourishment for the work to which God has called us as individuals and as a covenant 

community.  

I affirm my commitment to the Presbyterian Church, as the particular expression of the Body of 

Christ where God brought me to faith, nurtured me, developed my gifts for ministry and has now called 

me to serve as a teaching elder. 
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My Faith Journey 

Yvonne M. Thurmond 

 

 

My faith journey began in the summer of 1956 when I was born into a Christian family. I was 

baptized, later that year, into the Presbyterian Church where my parents, grandparents and several 

generations of relatives were actively involved in the life and work of the church. Though it was years 

before I began to understand the significance, my regular attendance in Sunday school, worship and 

other gatherings of the church with my family set the stage for a life-long relationship with God and 

God’s people which have brought me to this exciting time in my life. 

When I was about twelve years old, I studied and memorized the Children’s Catechism as part of 

a fifth grade Sunday school curriculum and in preparation for making my personal profession of faith. 

The woman who taught that Sunday school class was not content for us to simply memorize the words 

but was very conscientious and patient in explaining the meaning behind the words and concepts. 

During that year of study, my love of the Scriptures deepened and I discovered a love for theology 

(though no one used that word at the time). As a result, the doctrines of the Reformed tradition became 

deeply rooted in my mind and spirit and they became the framework through which I understood the 

world around me and by which I tried to live as a disciple of Christ. During high school and when I left 

home to attend college, those beliefs aided me in making wise decisions and helped keep me grounded 

as I sought out new churches in which to worship, grow and serve. 

In the late 1980s, I was led to another Presbyterian church where my discipleship and spiritual 

growth continued. During a time of personal crisis, God provided me with people to walk with me in my 

struggles and brought about some deep healing in my life. Through these experiences, I began to 

understand how God’s love can reach us and transform us, even in the most difficult times. Later, this 

healing and awareness became a resource as I participated in Stephen Ministry training and began to 

serve as a pastoral caregiver in my local congregation. I began to develop my teaching gifts as an adult 

Wednesday night and Sunday morning teacher after I completed the Bethel Bible Series which helped 

me to understand the Old and New Testaments as complementary parts of the greater story of God’s 

interactions with human beings. I served on the session two times in this congregation and during my 

second term, attended presbytery meetings on a regular basis. It was during that time I came to 

understand and appreciate more fully the Presbyterian polity into which I was born and to affirm it is the 

one I love and where I choose to remain.  

In the fall of 2006, God interrupted my life as an accountant in a major retail company to call me 

to seminary where my love of learning and the development of my gifts continued as I was challenged to 

a new level of growth and trust in God. After graduation from seminary, I chose to participate in a year-

long residency as a hospital chaplain in the metro Atlanta area to further expand and develop my 

pastoral care gifts and continue my discernment of God’s specific call on my life. During that residency, 

I had many opportunities to care for people as they struggled with some of the most difficult experiences 

of their lives and to help them discover or rediscover God in the midst of it all. My experiences with 

God’s presence and provision in times of my own personal struggles, my knowledge of Scripture, my 

love of God and my compassion for people all came together in that year to confirm my pastoral gifts 

and identity and propel me forward in my call to Ministry of Word and Sacrament. At this time, I feel a 

particular call to pastoral ministry in a small congregation where I expect to join with others in worship, 

spiritual growth and service as our journeys with God continue and deepen together. 
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Statement of Faith 

Catherine Taylor 

 

I believe in the Triune God:  

God is the source of all love, creation and action. God forms every moment of time and 

God’s providence blesses every moment of our lives. All things are governed by the providence 

of God.
1
 

 

Jesus Christ is God as a human being - fully human and fully divine. Jesus Christ lived, 

was crucified, died, rose again and ascended into Heaven. Our life in Jesus Christ is a gift of 

God’s grace. Through our union with Christ, we are saved, redeemed from sin, made right with 

God, adopted as God’s children and transformed for faith, service and gratitude. Nothing, not 

even death, can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Holy Spirit is God with us now, guiding us to faith and oneness with Christ. The 

Holy Spirit prepares us to share in Christ and all his benefits.
2
 Scripture is the inspired Word of 

God sealed on our minds and hearts through the work of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 Christ is the head of the Church, the community of people gathered by Jesus Christ through the 

Holy Spirit. All we know of God, God self-reveals to us:  in Jesus Christ; in Scripture; and as 

God is present with us in worship. The Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the 

visible signs of God’s invisible grace and they signify the real presence and power of the living 

Christ.  

 

God calls us, on our own and as a church, to look for the presence and activity of Christ around 

us and in the world. The Holy Spirit provides the church and its members with gifts for ministry, 

so that we may contribute by our prayers, gifts and personal efforts in the extension of the 

Kingdom of Christ throughout the whole earth.
3
 

It is the gift of the Christian life that we die to self and live to Christ. Our hearts are so filled with 

joy and purpose that we love, glorify and enjoy God forever
4
. Our new life in Jesus Christ is 

undeserved and the greatest gift of all.  

                                                 
1
 The Second Helvetic Confession 5.029 

2
 Heidelberg Catechism 4.053 

3
 Westminster Confession of Faith 6.190 

4
 The Shorter Catechism 7.001 
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Biography- Catherine Taylor 

 

The greatest gift in my life is God’s call. As I look back, I know that Christ was at the 

center of my life, providentially guiding me.  As a child, I loved worship, giving me a life-long 

love of church liturgy. At age 13, I visited the Nagasaki atomic bomb site, and developed a 

desire to work for peace. In response to God working in my life, I decided to work with the 

Peace Corps in Niger. I did development work for ten years in Chad, Mali, Liberia, South Sudan 

and Sudan. I found my work in Africa fulfilling, and linked to my service to God and my life 

purpose.  

 

 I then designed management training for the American Red Cross and was Vice 

President of Training for a Corporation. I continued my Christian journey through church 

membership and service. I also studied at Shalem Institute, taking their long-term program in 

Spiritual Development. I met my husband in Washington. I have been blessed with a kind, loving 

family.  

 

  I am called by God to serve his people. As a member of the Presbyterian Church USA, I 

have served as an elder and deacon and am now called to church ministry. Through the grace of 

God, I have compassion for others and a desire to use my life for service. I love to help people 

find sources of strength, hope and to be drawn closer into relationship with God. 

 

I have a deep love for the church, and a realistic sense of the potentials and challenges of 

church life.  I attended seminary because I want to be well-trained to answer my call. I 

understand my call to service and ministry as participation in the ministry of Christ.  The Church 

is the body of Christ, and I am called to build up the church and to serve God’s creation. 

 

My specific call to ministry came through the encouragement of my Minister, which 

teaches me the importance of encouraging others. I prayed and contemplated the call. I tried to 

say no, but I could not. I am both humbled and thankful. 

 

I completed my Master of Divinity degree from Union Presbyterian Seminary in 

Charlotte. I interned with Jonesboro Presbyterian Church in Sanford, Brownson Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Southern Pines and as a Chaplain with FirstHealth Hospice and Palliative 

Care. I completed a year residency in Pastoral Counseling with Moore Regional Hospital, where 

I have also been a Hospital Chaplain for 2 years. My internships allowed me to synthesize my 

skills in pastoral care, spiritual formation, Christian education, preaching and church ministry.  

 

I trust that God will lead me in service for the development of his kingdom on earth. I 

pray for the opportunity to follow my call and serve God with dedication and love. I depend on 

God’s will and grace and look forward to the next phase of my life.  
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My Personal Statement of Faith 

I believe… 

      In the one Triune God, one Faith, one Baptism, Father of us all, Creator of heaven and earth and of 

all things that are seen and unseen without limits. 

     In the Holy Spirit to guide me and allow within me to stop, pray, and listen so that I may be filled 

with the Truth of God’s Word. 

     In the first Covenant, the Ten Commandments created by God and brought down by Moses. 

     That Jesus Christ came down to earth in the form of God his Father, humbled himself, and in his 

human life was a servant to all. 

     That Jesus Christ performed miracles of healing, forgiveness, and unconditional love for mankind, 

which inspires me to live a Christ-like life on earth by serving others as part of the Mission of the 

Church. 

     In the second Covenant through Jesus’ crucifixion, death upon the cross, His resurrection, ascension 

to heaven for the forgiveness of sins for those who follow and believe in Him. 

     We are all broken and sinners but through this second Covenant, we are forgiven through our 

unending faith and love in our Lord, with complete repentance of our sins and transgressions to be 

promised eternal life in the Kingdom of God.  By being faithful servants we are commissioned to spread 

His Word to help build up the Universal Church (Jesus Christ, our Savior). 

       I must communicate with Jesus Christ all the days of my life for He desires a personal relationship 

with all people and known as Emanuel, God with us. 

       In the Holy Sacraments of one Baptism and of the Holy Supper, with the life-long desire to 

celebrate Jesus’ life-work in the forgiveness of sins, renewal of faith, and to love one another. 

      That, by constant and prayerful readings of Scripture the Holy Spirit may work within me to guide 

me to serve others by His Call. 

Lisa Ann Canterbury 

May 23, 2012 
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Lisa Ann Canterbury 

My Faith Journey as a Presbyterian 

   

I became a member of Banner Elk Presbyterian Church in the mid-1990’s having transferred my letter from St. 

Mary’s of the Hills Episcopal Church in Blowing Rock, North Carolina. I then joined Arbor Dale Presbyterian 

Church, also in Banner Elk, North Carolina, and felt an increase in more active approaches to faith-building, 

along with a good feeling of family orientation and warmth. I helped in the K-2 groups and taught a year with the 

High School youth. 

 

My family moved in June 2006 to Rutherford County (Forest City). I was soon invited by a new acquaintance, 

Mrs. Judy Oates, to visit her church, Rutherfordton Presbyterian Church. I first met with Rev. Dr. Don Scofield to 

learn about his church, its history, and mission. I spoke to him of my interests and of becoming a member. I 

immediately felt that God led me to this congregation of faith. I also felt that this community of believers would 

meet many of my needs to grow and expand my faith. I transferred my letter to this church that year, enjoying the 

fellowship of our Sunday School Adult class, teaching middle school youth, reading Scripture as requested, and 

preaching. Two of my children were baptized and confirmed, and my husband transferred his letter to 

Rutherfordton Presbyterian Church. My two stepchildren attend both Arbor Dale and Rutherfordton churches, and 

my two oldest children, when not globe-trotting in China (daughter) and working as a CPA (son) have attended as 

well as their local churches. 

 

I became a Domestic Violence volunteer counselor on a PRN basis in Rutherford County, and our Sunday school 

class has visited twice to the shelter program, to minister and pray with the women and their children. The first 

visit, they wished for giant print Bibles and we delivered a box to them. On the second visit, we delivered 

Christmas gifts for the children. Our class has also given Easter baskets and Thanksgiving dinners to families in 

need. Going out into our community in mission work is an incredibly joyous and fulfilling act of love, 

demonstrating my love of God to others by action and word. 

 

I was extremely honored to host at my home the Okello’s when they visited in 2007. They were able to speak to 

my psychology classes and other students/administrators of their missionary work in Kenya. They were well-

received, even on a “secular” community college campus. 

 

In my spare time, I enjoy knitting newborn hats to go overseas, especially to Dr. Barbara Nagy’s medical clinic 

mission in Malawi. (Barbara and I met in Banner Elk, when we both were employed by the hospital). My family 

often donates needed items to both Yokefellow Ministries and Hospice of Rutherford County. 

 

I was baptized (Christened) in the Episcopal Church in Maryland at the age of 6 weeks. I grew up attending The 

Episcopal Church of Our Savior, in Hillandale, Maryland, from ages 3 to 15. I was confirmed at age 12 in the 

Washington Cathedral. I was active in both the choir and Sunday school. 

 

When my family moved to the eastern shore, we attended All Hallows Episcopal Church in Davidsonville, 

Maryland, the second oldest Episcopal Church in the state. I was active in as a young Sunday school teacher of 4
th
 

graders, and was honored to needlepoint (a labor of love for 2 years) the Bishop of Maryland’s chair. During my 

undergraduate college years, I sporadically attended an Episcopal and Greek Orthodox church. In Chapel Hill, I 

attended and ran the nursery school at Chapel of the Cross. In graduate school, I occasionally attended St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church in Boone, North Carolina. As a young adult, I was a member of St. Mary’s of the Hills 

Episcopal Church in Blowing Rock, North Carolina. 

 

With my foundations from birth to June of 2006, I remained uncertain regarding my faith in all aspects. When I 

learned about the School for the Laity, I jumped at the opportunity, and my prayers and questions about my 

relationship to Jesus Christ and to mankind were beginning to be answered. Meaningfulness and spirituality began 

to flourish within me. I feel a greater understanding of the “why’s” of what God has put before me,  always loves 
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me, guides me, to do His will. Life is rich in texture and purpose for me now. I have seen human suffering and 

pain, and I have compassion and love for those who hurt and those who hurt. 

 

Personally, I desire to be stronger day by day in my faith-based life and in Scriptural background, to apply my 

transformed faith actively. As a child of Christ, I am open to assist to connect with others God places before me, 

bringing people together to walk Jesus’ path. To go out and offer my faith journey by word and action---what joy 

it is when one lives in a growing circle of faith. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, his miracles, healing, and teaching, demonstrating his eternal love 

for us. I have learned so far in my life, that no one can do this life alone. One must embrace and follow Jesus’ 

path and direction with love and acceptance.   

 

I have witnessed many of His miracles personally, and still do. I was born with a birth defect, without a right hip 

socket, and was never expected to walk. After six major surgeries and two blood transfusions over a 4 year 

period, God did not take me home, but gave me the gift of walking, and developing into an athlete. My father 

succumbed to the disease of alcoholism, and my parents divorced after 33 years of marriage. Through God’s 

intervention, my father chose sober living and being near his children and grandchildren. He recently died at age 

80 with all his family loving him. 

 

I was briefly married to an alcoholic and abusive individual. When he tried to strangle me, I called out to God to 

help me. I escaped that episode, divorced, and took my four young children out of the evil environment. I consider 

the births of my four children as miracles given to me by God. 

 

In 2001, God led me to a faithful and wonderful man in marriage. God led me to live within a loving, caring, and 

honoring relationship. 

 

Humans are crying out and don’t know where to find the Lord. I want to help to connect humans to the glory of 

God to the best of my ability, and I feel that this is my call. My strengths, given to me by God, include: my strong 

faith that grows daily, a sense of humor, the joy of giving, and resourcefulness. 

 

I pray daily for His guidance and to lead me to what He has planned for me here on earth. I am a life-long learner 

eager to embrace Scripture. I heartily affirm in the proper interpretation of Scripture as my guide in prayerful 

solitude and meditation. I also enjoy readings of great theologians and peacemakers: Henri J.M. Nouwen, Calvin, 

Tillich, Peterson, Long, Craddock, Bruggemann, Buechner, Barclay, Aquinas, Ghandi, and William James. This 

list of great minds is not inclusive, as I have been building my library as my desire for faith knowledge is 

unending. 

 

I hold the Confessions dear to my heart and soul, along with the Nicene Creed, the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s 

Prayer, and hold the Scot’s Confession of 1560, the Heidelburg Confession of 1563 especially in relating to the 

standards of the Presbyterian Reformed church, and of stewardship and the Sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and 

one Baptism. 

 

I believe in the Westminster Confession of Faith of 1646, that God is Sovereign, the Authority, and again 

emphasizing the proper interpretation of Scripture. The Confession of 1967 is of importance to me historically 

and applies today, emphasizing equality among all mankind. The faith of the Catholic (Universal) Church, “grace 

alone, faith alone, Scripture alone” is the Protestant Reformation foundation. I agree with the election of the 

people of God to engage in service and salvation, and in the covenant life, the Word of God. I acknowledge and 

affirm the proper use of the gifts of God’s Creation, to seek justice and in obedience to God in order to aid in the 

transformation of a corrupt society. 

 

References: The Book of Confessions 
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FAITH STATEMENT 

John C. Pruitt 

 

I believe in One, Holy  and Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three persons and 

yet one substance. This is the God of the Old and New Testaments. God has 

demonstrated love for us by creating the world and all that is in it, including human 

beings.  We are created in God’s image and owe our lives and our existence to this 

creator God, who is the sovereign Lord of all creation. God loves us and wills good for 

us, but in our arrogance and pride we rebel and turn away from God. This rebellion is 

called sin and it causes separation from God and our fellow human beings.  

       

I believe that God has provided for us a means of overcoming this sin in the person of our 

redeemer, Jesus Christ.  Because God loves us, Jesus, God’s Son, fully human, fully 

divine, came into the world to teach us, heal us and save us. While on earth, Jesus 

preached a gospel of forgiveness and life, healed the sick, fed the hungry and called us to 

follow him. In an act of self-giving love, Jesus gave up his own life on the cross in order 

to save our lives. After his death, Christ rose from the dead, destroying the power of 

death, and promising to us the gifts of our resurrection and eternal life. We are saved, 

therefore, by this gracious act of Jesus on our behalf. This salvation cannot be earned or 

bought, and is not deserved. It is instead a gift freely given by a loving God.     

 

I believe that God has sent us a helper and sustainer in the person of the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord and Giver of Life. The Spirit sanctifies us, giving us strength and support to live a 

Christian life in response to God’s grace.  The Spirit is God’s presence with us in a very 

real way in our lives.  Through the power of the Spirit, we are brought into a closer 

communion with God and are led to live a life of grateful service and obedience to God 

and in communion with our fellow human beings. The Spirit leads us in grateful response 

to God’s gift of salvation by helping us to live lives worthy of those called to be servants 

of God.  

 

I believe that God has given us gifts that help us to experience God’s love more fully, 

such as scripture and the sacraments. Scripture is the word of God written, a faithful 

witness to the nature of God and God’s plan for the world. Through our study of the 

scripture we learn the story of God’s people, of God’s work with these people, of God’s 

plan to redeem humankind, and we learn how we are to live in response to God’s grace.  

The sacraments are an “outward sign of the invisible grace” of God.  By participating in 

the sacraments, we encounter God and experience the covenant God has made with 

God’s people and the spiritual reality of Christ’s presence in the Church.  

 

I believe that God has provided for us the Body of Christ, the Church. As the Church, we 

strive to demonstrate the love God has shown for us, by exhibiting love and compassion 

for our fellow human beings, by joining together in community to love and worship God, 

to hear God’s word preached, to pray, and to participate in the sacraments. As we gather 

around the pulpit, font and table we are empowered to move forth into the world, 

strengthened and renewed, and to there proclaim the good news of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.   
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

John C. Pruitt 

 

My roots are in rural Spartanburg County, SC. I grew up in a small church there (Inman 

Presbyterian Church) where my family was very active. My parents, as well as my 

brother and his wife, continue to live in that area. 

 

After graduating from Chapman High School I attended the University of South Carolina, 

where I majored in Music Education. During my summers I worked as a counselor at 

Camp Eva Good, one of the camps affiliated with Foothills Presbytery. While working in 

the camp setting I was encouraged by a number of people to consider the ministry. But in 

God’s good providence it was simply not the right time. 

 

After graduating from USC I served as Director of Bands at Westside High School in 

Anderson, SC. I also met and married my wife, Shelley, and we became active in Central 

Presbyterian Church in Anderson. It was also during this time that I began to feel a 

restlessness that I now realize was God working on me. After a period of discernment, 

and 10 years of teaching, I began the process of becoming a minister. We moved to 

Princeton, NJ where I attended seminary. 

 

We loved our three years in NJ and, while there, were blessed by the births of our two 

children, Jacob and Mary Grace. Following my graduation in 1999 I served as Associate 

Pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Gastonia, NC. In 2002 I became Associate Pastor 

at First Presbyterian Church in Belmont, NC. Both of these calls were good experiences 

that allowed me to grow spiritually and emotionally. Finally, in 2006, I began my service 

as pastor at First Presbyterian in Rock Hill, SC. 

 

My wife experienced a serious and potentially life threatening health crisis in 2007. This 

crisis placed a tremendous strain on our marriage and in 2010, following both individual 

and marital counseling, we decided to divorce. This was a very difficult time for me as I 

was also experiencing difficulty in the church with a group of members who wanted me 

to step down. Finally, at the end of 2010 I decided to resign.  

 

While this was a very tough time in my life, it was also a time of great growth and God 

sustained me throughout this crisis. A number of friends rallied to me and helped me to 

get a job with McLean funeral Directors in Gaston County, where I still work. In addition 

I began a new pastorate in January 2012 as the Stated Supply Minister at Robinson 

Memorial Presbyterian Church in Gastonia. 

 

Though all of the good times and bad God has always been faithful and loving. Indeed I 

am grateful for all things, because in all things God has always been there for me. I look 

forward to continuing my journey as I return to the Presbytery of Western North 

Carolina.              
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Statement of Faith 
Thomas G. Lewis 

5-21-2012 

The content of my faith has been shaped by the Reformed Tradition and the Presbyterian Church. It was 

here that I first heard of the wonder of Grace—God’s unmerited favor that comes as a gift through faith.   

I believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As in the Old Testament God heard the cries of Gods 

people and sent Moses to bring them out of bondage, God stills hears and sends. This involves calling 

women and men to ministry.  I believe that, in love, God created the world and all that is. God creates 

still.  We have mostly failed to care for this good creation. 

I believe in Jesus Christ whom I claim as Lord and Savior. Jesus is God’s Son; fully God and fully 

human. He is Emmanuel—God with Us in a concrete time and place in history. Jesus taught about the 

Kingdom of God and called all people to be adopted children. He demonstrated the presence of the 

Kingdom through miracles of feeding and healing, lifting up the marginalized and confronting the 

heresy of his day. Jesus suffered, was brutally executed, dead, buried. By the power of God he rose 

again. In his life and death he confronted the sin and evil of the world proving that darkness does not 

have the final word. Jesus died for the forgiveness of our sins and prepares a place for us. His life, death 

and resurrection inaugurated a new era of kingdom presence and promises to complete that kingdom in 

the future. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; God with us now. The Holy Spirit brings new life in Christ, shapes and 

molds our lives to be the creation we were designed to be. Calling us in Baptism, renewing us at the 

Eucharistic Table, inspiring us through scripture, the Holy Spirit sustains, heals, renews, justifies and 

sanctifies, calling us to live lives worthy of the Gospel. The Holy Spirit calls us to the ministry of 

reconciliation; with God, with the world, between neighbors, within ourselves, and with creation. There 

is a fresh urgency for reconciliation. 

I believe in the Church; catholic and apostolic. The sacraments of the church are central to my spiritual 

life. In Baptism we participate in the death and resurrection of Christ and are united  with the body of 

Christ. The Lord’s Supper is a meal of thanksgiving and remembrance. In this sacrament we celebrate 

spiritual union with the risen Christ and all the church universal.  As we claim the forgiveness of sins we 

are renewed in our faith and inspired to ministry. In this sacrament, the community is made one. 

I accept the scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the Word of God and God’s word to me. I 

accept the confessions of the Church to be authentic statements of the church’s interpretation of 

scripture at particular points in history. They are, of course, secondary to the authority of Holy Scripture. 

I strive to live a life of gratitude, giving thanks for the Grace that I receive through faith.  
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A Short Spiritual Autobiography  

Thomas G. Lewis 

Our spiritual journeys are sacred texts that call us to reflection and prayer. For years now I have written 

a spiritual autobiography at important intervals in my life. I feel led to share some marker events in my 

spiritual life. 

Marker 1—at the age of 15 I went away to school. As you might imagine there was great upheaval, 

chaos and pain. It was a time when I rejected the faith of my parents and the Church. 

Marker 2--15 years later I experienced the overwhelming presence of God in Christ through the Holy 

Spirit, beginning a reshaping and transformation that continues today. This took place in response to the 

preaching of the Word in a Presbyterian church. This caused major disorientation but brought a joy that I 

had never known. 

Marker 3—5 years later I was called to leave the corporate world and enter seminary. The call was 

dramatic and crystal clear. This again was a response to the Preaching of the Word in a Presbyterian 

church. Seminary was exciting but it was my time of trial. 

Marker 4—at age 40 I was ordained and answered a call to a church in Oklahoma. Then two calls to 

churches in Georgia. 

Marker 5—I suffered a major depression. At the end of that time of depression I began working on a 

DMin in Spirituality at Columbia Theological Seminary. For the dissertation I wrote about the spiritual 

components of depression, which was published under the title Finding God: Praying the Psalms in 

times of Depression. This opened a ministry I never expected and one that greatly changed my life. 

Marker 6—At 62  Columbia Seminary called me to serve as Director of the Spirituality Program. This 

call pulled together all the strands of my life and ministry. I had the great privilege of helping lay people 

and clergy to grow in their spiritual lives. I learned about spiritual renewal. I also had the opportunity to 

lead spiritual pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Here is what I learned; there is a great hunger for God in the 

church and our clergy need rest and renewal. 

Marker 7—At 67  I retired from Columbia Seminary and have dedicated myself to living out a dream of 

40 years—to live on a small farm in the mountains. My daily life is filled with the beauty of God’s 

creation, the wonder of nature, grandchildren and a deepening interest in Eco-spirituality. I thank God 

each day for the journey that I am on. I hope to share this journey with colleagues in the Presbytery of 

Western North Carolina. 
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KIM JUSTICE 
This I Believe 

 I believe that out of unimaginable love, God fashioned a good and brilliant world that delighted God.  

God filled that delightful world with people made in God’s image. But none of us truly understands what it means 

to be made Imago Dei, so we find ourselves breaking not only commandments, but breaking God’s very heart.  

 

 I believe that we had no hope of ever getting it right, and the idea of a broken relationship that could 

never be as beautiful as it was intended to be broke God’s heart most of all. For that reason, God put God’s word 

into flesh and bones, called him “Son” and sent Christ to be one of us. This Christ was both really human and 

really God. It wasn’t enough for Christ to preach the Word-- Christ had to live the word, which meant dying for 

people who were completely unworthy of that grace-filled gift. We, those unlovely, unworthy people, are both 

restored to right relationship with God and made ready for God’s service in God’s kingdom here on Earth through 

Christ’s sacrifice.   

 

 I believe that God, the Holy Spirit, gives us the gifts to be useful in service to the body of Christ, the 

Church. The Holy Spirit invites us to imagine a new future when all we can see is the past. The Holy Spirit invites 

us to dance where we could only think of following a dirge. The Holy Spirit causes new life to burst forth even in 

the desert. 

 

 I believe that the triune God is revealed concretely in the scriptures, but that the presence of God is also 

seen and known in other ways. The heavens themselves are about the business of declaring the glory of God, and 

all the inhabitants of the earth have been given songs to sing that proclaim the Lord’s reign even in our midst. The 

Scriptures are God’s living word to us. They govern our life together, as well as authoritatively revealing God’s 

loving nature to us. 

 

 I believe that God calls people together into community-- that we might learn to tell the stories of Jesus, 

even as we hear of the presence of the Risen Christ in the stories of others. We, the church, gather not just 

socially, but for the purposes of worshipping and serving and being sent. We are fed and nourished through the 

Word proclaimed, through the celebration of the sacraments, and by seeing the face of Christ in the faces of 

others. The community must be about the business of proclaiming the Good News of Christ’s Love, and sharing 

the grace we ourselves have encountered with all that we meet. Community is not always an easy task, but part of 

being reconciled to God is being reconciled to each other. We cannot love God, without also loving our neighbor. 

 

 I believe in the mighty waters of baptism, which wash us clean of our sin and individualism.  These 

waters are a visible sign of a covenant that God began with each of us in our first moments.   

I believe that the joyful feasting together that happens as we share in the Lord’s supper is a foretaste of the 

heavenly banquet. We are strengthened and fed, and reminded of our covenant with Christ, as we remember not 

only Christ’s death, but how Christ lived.  

 

 I believe in the Presbyterian form of government, which helps us take seriously our call to community. 

The Presbyterian form of government is a visible representation of Jesus as the vine, and the church as the 

branches. Christ is not only the head of the church, but is completely central to who and how the Presbyterian 

church is. The branches are not able to function on their own apart from Christ, nor are they able to separate 

themselves out from the other branches. We are all connected, responsible to and for each other. The Presbyterian 

Church takes seriously the notion that apart from God’s grace, we are nothing. The grace we have experienced in 

Christ shapes all we do.  

 

 I believe that we as Christians are called to live joyfully, trusting in God’s goodness, believing that God’s 

grace is sufficient, and resting in the knowledge that we are God’s beloved children. The Holy One whom we 

worship and serve is a calling, claiming, ever creating God who does nothing without love. Our task is to 

proclaim Good News with our lips and our lives, offering a place in the story to all.  



COM ATTACHMENT 11 
 

KIM JUSTICE 
All Things Biographical 

 It’s a pesky word, really.  It was uprooting when Abram heard it. It was messy, and downright 

inconvenient sometimes, when the prophets heard it. And it was still all of those things when I heard it.  Such a 

small word-- only two letters. But there aren’t many words that carry so much weight as the command “Go!” And 

accordingly, that uprooting, messy, and sometimes inconvenient word, has shaped my journey.  

 

 I’m a cliche: dyed-in-the-wool Presbyterian, or at the very least a cradle Presbyterian. I’m the daughter of 

a Presbyterian minister and an elementary school teacher (which means I got away with exactly nothin’). I took 

my first steps at my father’s ordination. Some years later, when giving the charge at his installation to another 

church, I told him that I was grateful that my steps toward ministry  began on the day he began a marathon. 

Watching him and learning from him all these years has been one of the greatest assets I’ve ever known.  

Growing up,  dad pastored at a small membership church in a small town, and I was the child of the church. I was 

at the church every time the doors were open, and a good many times they weren’t. I began taking an active role 

in leading worship shortly after I learned to read, and before I was tall enough to stand behind the pulpit. I found 

myself with many unique leadership opportunities, and took full advantage of them. Even as a high schooler, I’d 

served in positions of leadership at both the congregational and the presbytery levels. 

 

 The first “Go!” I heard turned out to be “Go Vols!” so I packed my bags and headed for the wild, wide, 

world of the University of Tennessee, and like any would-be prophet worth their salt, spent a few years ignoring 

the call of God on my life. Surely the Lord would have a hard time distinguishing me from the 35,000 other 

orange-clad people that called UT home...? While I was hiding out, I got really good at playing pool, and 

delivering pizzas and earned a degree in Creative Writing. (Later proving once again just what a fine sense of 

humor the Lord has.)  But somewhere in the process, that word showed up. “Go!” it said. So I went to the 

Presbyterian church down the street, where I was quickly pressed into service as a youth leader. Turns out that 

wasn’t a big enough answer to the “Go!” I was hearing, because still it rang in my ears. On September 9, 2001, 

just two days before the world as we know it shook, my world shook with a very specific call from God. The Lord 

said, “Go! Serve! Preach! Love!” among a host of other imperatives. For the first time, it made sense. It felt big, 

and brilliant, and right. I said yes. The word “Go!” was transformed for me that day.  

 

 “Go!” led me on a joyful, hard, but yet wonder-filled journey to Columbia Seminary. It marched me into 

a big glorious pulpit that was engraved with the words, “We would see Jesus.” It sent me first wandering, then 

running across the street from the seminary to a children’s home, where I served in some capacity for over three 

years. It sent me half a world away, as I spent months learning from and worshipping with God’s people in 

Kenya. “Go!” led me up an aisle as I said yes to my best friend from childhood and became his wife. And it 

marched me into another pulpit, where standing with my father’s professor who prayed over me as a baby, my 

own preaching professor, and my marathoning role-model for ministry, I heard myself happily declaring myself 

capable and willing to serve the Lord with all that I had.   

 

 Then “Go!” led me to serve a very small church in a rural area of North Carolina (where there were no 

mountains), where I’ve spent just shy of four years as a solo pastor, learning what the title “Minister” means.  I’ve 

sat at the feet of many church matriarchs and patriarchs and I’ve listened to their stories of faith. Though these 

stories are not mine, they have been important nonetheless, for in them, I have heard words proclaiming a mighty 

and gracious God. I have watched octogenarians weep to think of the ways that God has carried them through the 

years. I have put out fires, I’ve married and buried and baptized, and I’ve seen God do amazing things. I’ve 

encountered the Holy at places beyond my imagination. I’ve seen a dying church rising to new life. 

 

 And here it is again, the word that has directed my life. The two letter word that reminds me that all 

things are for a season, and that it is time in my life for a new season. Time for a new, mountain lined horizon. 

Here I am, watching with wide-eyed wonder at the ways my paths have been directed, and ready to share God’s 

love with the people I meet here.  Sometimes, “Go!” is the loveliest word of all.  
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Aichinger, Ann CONOVER NEW CHURCH DEV. 20,400 12,000 2,478 3,175 38,053 38,053

Aichinger, Frank CONOVER NEW CHURCH DEV. 20,400 12,000 2,478 3,175 38,053 38,053

Austin, Stephen M.UNITEDUNITED 102 33,681 3,045 11,018 3,652 3,000 1,500 1,000 56,896 55,523

Bacon, Patricia CALVARY 55 26,520 1,200 6,600 2,665 3,146 1,097 41,228 41,228

Bailey, Michael MORGANTON FIRST 713 39,141 39,141 5,989 3,426 2,100 89,797 88,677

Bennett, Joe Hospice of Yancey County 53,040 53,040 53,040

Bernhardt, Anita PWNC 12,548 1,045 13,593 13,459

Bernhardt, James NORTHMINSTER 298 42,620 20,553 5,313 2,500 2,600 73,586 73,586

Boggs, Randall MILLS RIVER 137 26,961 11,555 3,190 3,200 1,115 46,021 44,251

Bowman, Lee HIGHLANDS, FIRST 192 32,967 3,091 32,966 5,681 1,431 3,100 79,236 77,615

Bowling, Adam MORGANTON FIRST 713 25,071 25,071 3,836 3,578 2,100 59,656 57,545

Boyce, Richard Union Presby. Seminary 45,360 4,200 30,000 12,479 2,000 94,039 89,796

Boyd, Margie CULLOWHEE 15 27,000 20,000 3,453 5,000 55,453

Boyer, Grace PWNC 25,648 21,000 3,569 4,000 54,217 57,659

Bradley, David Pastoral Counseling and Growth Center 45,000 45,000 45,000

Brakemeyer, Ryan NORTHMINSTER 298 15,800 18,000 2,586 3,085 1,075 40,546

Brenegar, Edwin Community of Leadership 42,000 33,975 10,953 86,928

Bryant, Jason MOUNT HOLLY 143 32,346 18,000 3,852 3,600 1,500 59,298 59,298

Buchanan, Aimee Asheville Youth Mission 35,764 14,000 49,764 29,764

Buchanan, William Asheville Youth Mission 10,400 24,000 34,400

Burnham, Mark ASHEVILLE FIRST 793 45,875 42,000 6,722 6,380 2,600 2,500 106,077 105,135

Byrd, Joey T. US Army, Chaplain 98,391 Provided Provided 98,391 84,588

Campbell, Kathy CROSSNORE 79 17,516 25,643 3,637 3,247 1,132 360 51,535 48,738

Campbell, William HENDERSONVILLE FIRST 497 44,150 25,000 5,290 3,407 500 4,600 82,947 83,509

Christenbury, DwightTRINITY 404 32,657 10,000 2,837 Reimbur Reimbur 45,494 45,494

Christian, William Blk. Mtn. Past. Care/Coun. Center 7,730 18,000 450 26,180 37,350

Clark, Carol B. UNITY 593 54,075 3,000 17,122 5,676 100 600 80,573 76,485

Clark, Mark UNITY 593 60,000 60,000 50,460

Coffey, Jeff MARION FIRST 108 26,500 5,400 9,570 3,172 3,200 1,115 1,000 49,957 44,852

Coleman, Evelyn Montreat Conference Center 25,280 11,500 2,814 39,594 37,699

Davenport, CharlesPWNC 12,548 1,045 13,593 13,459

Davenport, CharlesUnion Presby. Seminary 32,000 32,000 52,025

Davidson, Jack UNION 208 22,440 22,960 3,600 13,000 62,000 60,000

Davis, Heather HICKORY FIRST 829 35,010 7,426 3,515 Reimbur 1,400 47,351 47,511

Deas, Eddie THIRD STREET 76 32,000 18,000 3,825 2,920 2,015 58,760

Fancher, Raymond LINCOLNTON FIRST 170 23,200 22,800 3,519 3,085 1,678 736 55,018

Farber, Kristy GRACE COVENANT 674 27,103 20,000 3,902 2,000 2,000 55,005 55,004
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Forsyth, Edward NEW HOPE (GASTONIA) 175 26,017 3,600 19,272 3,645 4,200 1,200 57,934 56,695

Frederick, Kevin WALDENSIAN 406 30,200 3,600 27,000 4,690 2,500 2,756 2,717 73,463 73,463

Freeman, Keith PINEOLA 43 6,400 5,000 .50 per mile 11,400 11,708

Freeman, Keith BAIRD'S CREEK 8,400 3,600 12,000  

French, Berry BLACK MOUNTAIN 590 22,500 22,500 3,443 3,085 1,500 53,028

Frye, Jr., John GASTONIA FIRST 1156 59,600 30,000 6,854 4,800 2,000 103,254 103,254

Gatewood, ThomasARBOR DALE 126 25,050 27,000 3,982 3,200 1,115 60,347 53,733

Grachek, David SYLVA FIRST 149 30,000 18,000 3,672 5,000 2,000 58,672 58,672

Hanna, Terry BRYSON CITY 103 30,006 9,002 2,984 3,200 1,115 46,307 45,028

Hanna, Terry PWNC 9,600 9,600

Harkey, Luke SHELBY 656 39,862 39,862 3,800 2,100 85,624 85,624

Hinman, Robert LENOIR FIRST 423 80,593 80,593 79,107

Hobson, Jr., Sam FARGO, FIRST, ND 40,000 26,465 4,655 1,000 2,000 3,650 77,770  

Isaacs, Michael WESTMINSTER 43 42,000 3,213 2,000 2,000 2,000 51,213

Jarrett, Esta CANTON 58 22,980 7,800 2,355 3,085 1,075 37,295

Johnston, Mike BESSEMER CITY 36 10,200 6,000 2,479 18,679 13,144

Johnston, Mike Gaston Memorial Hospital 89,600 6,800 3,000 99,400 99,170

Jones, Franklin BRITTAIN 58 30,000 2,400 9,720 3,222 2,500 600 48,442 48,442

Kershner, ShannonBLACK MOUNTAIN 568 39,483 2,291 41,774 6,391 5,000 1,500 96,439 90,219

Kirk, William ELLENBORO 20 7,800 7,800 7,800

Kirk, William SPINDALE 8 20,040 6,012 1,992 .51/per mile 125 28,169 28,144

Lewers, Calvin LOVE'S CHAPEL 27 6,071 17,038 1,768 3,035 1,075 1,500 30,487 29,212

Lindeman, Bill BURNSVILLE FIRST 184 26,000 4,900 21,000 3,600 1,500 57,000

Lindsay, John WAYNESVILLE FIRST 121 24,373 25,200 3,792 3,085 1,075 57,525 54,677

Linton, Eugene DORLAND MEMORIAL 29 22,702 6,811 2,258 2,042 538 34,351 32,746

Linton, Eugene WALNUT 29 22,118 2,500 8,302 2,518 1,600 558 900 38,496

Liss, Deneise DeterLONG CREEK 96 26,000 2,586 3,085 1,075 3,500 36,246

Long, Bradford Pres. Reformed Min., Int. 37,957 28,858 5,102 500 4,953 77,370 77,370

Long, Laura CLINCHFIELD 28 13,520 200 13,720 13,720

Lowe, Billy CHERRYVILLE FIRST 315 34,449 7,588 33,545 5,782 7,425 88,789 89,772

Lytle, David Presbyterian Healthcare 53,762 1,654 2,040 57,456

Malone, Whit HICKORY FIRST 829 50,000 35,000 7,041 Reimbur 1,500 1,400 94,941

McCall, John Mission Co-Worker, Taiwan 41,738 4,200 3,514 3,445 52,897

McCully, Robert DALLAS FIRST 53 15,000 1,148 500 100 16,748 15,600

McCully, Robert Charlotte Rescue Mission 36,057 Yes 500 36,557 35,348

McKee, David Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 50,000 30,000 5,738 1,000 12,500 99,238

McLean, Alex SWANNANOA FIRST 40 17,000 17,000 2,000 800 36,800 36,800

Michie, Lynn Swan. Correctional Center for Women 16,615 3,861 19,000 300 1,000 1,240 42,016 36,440

Morgan, Anne NEW HOPE (ASHEVILLE) 131 25,000 22,400 3,152 3,500 7,500 61,552 61,647

Newman, ElizabethWARREN WILSON 115 24,600 1,500 26,100 13,418
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Peery, Albert, Jr. Montreat Conference Center 101,960 34,000 8,593 144,553 144,553

Ponder, Luke NEWTON FIRST 432 22,000 20,000 3,220 1,200 1,000 1,200 48,620 48,620

Poteet, Carolyn HENDERSONVILLE FIRST 497 22,000 18,500 3,098 1,188 1,000 4,500 50,286 49,460

Poulos, Michael ASHEVILLE FIRST 771 25,637 21,279 3,589 3,000 1,450 2,350 57,305 56,440

Pruitt, Edyth FAIRVIEW 122 25,156 15,405 3,103 3,750 1,500 6,500 55,414 55,414

Ragan, Daria BELMONT FIRST 655 10,000 25,000 2,678 3,085 1,075 41,838 41,838

Ramsey, Mark GRACE COVENANT 666 59,179 36,000 7,884 2,500 3,900 109,463 102,999

Runholt, Steven WARREN WILSON 160 38,364 2,500 11,509 4,007 2,700 1,500 60,580

Schlageter, MatthewMission Hospital 39,750 1,200 40,950

Scofield, Donald RUTHERFORDTON 327 50,018 33,000 6,351 3,000 1,200 5,194 98,763 96,160

Scoggins, Henry REEMS CREEK-BEECH 121 35,700 18,000 4,108 5,161 1,115 331 64,415 63,573

Sears, Michael WALDENSIAN 406 27,950 16,680 3,413 1,500 1,200 1,200 51,943 49,010

Smith, Allen KENILWORTH 90 20,000 20,000 2,579 3,300 1,000 46,879 46,879

Stanley, Becky FOREST CITY FIRST 91 30,000 12,000 As needed 42,000 26,400

Stanley, Mark TRINITY 404 48,825 22,000 4,710 Reimbur Reimbur 3,600 79,135 79,042

Steele, Carol Montreat Conference Center 29,172 19,500 3,744 900 53,316

Strickler, Cynthia Pres. Reformed Min., Int. 35,556 5,000 1,000 750 42,306 39,306

Sweetser, William SPRUCE PINE FIRST 124 28,764 15,584 3,300 3,300 1,400 52,348 57,078

Thomas, Lee KINGS MOUNTAIN FIRST 283 23,467 2,715 25,951 3,485 2,715 950 4,481 63,764

Thompson, Keith BREVARD-DAVIDSON RIVER 552 41,853 34,070 6,289 5,200 87,412 87,412

Torrence, Margaret ASHEVILLE FIRST 790 11,161 30,000 3,149 3,000 1,500 2,300 51,110 50,166

Tuttle, Bob Montreat Conference Center 51,500 24,000 5,776 Reimbur Reimbur 81,276

Upchurch, Melissa MARSHALL 96 23,677 7,103 2,355 3,085 1,075 37,295

Van Brocklin, Gary CONOVER NEW CHURCH DEV. 7,200 Reimbur 7,200

Van Brocklin, Gary Montreat College 46,410 500 4,200 51,110

Vanacore, Lauren GASTONIA FIRST 1147 26,000 26,500 4,016 3,000 2,000 61,516

Warner, Samuel BELMONT FIRST 655 51,300 32,500 6,410 5,150 1,545 96,905 96,905

White, Bobbi PWNC 18,487 17,000 17,000 4,015 9,575 5,000 3,500 74,577 74,099

Wilson-Stayton, MargaretLOWELL 175 28,050 1,050 4,000 9,930 3,292 3,085 3,400 3,850 56,657 56,657

Wingard, Christian RICEVILLE 98 34,200 10,260 3,402 3,085 1,075 52,022 52,022

Yarborough, Beth SOUTHMINSTER 426 41,800 20,000 4,728 3,085 1,500 1,420 72,533

Young, Rebecca Jakarta Theological Seminary 34,093 8,400 3,385 6,929 52,807 51,351
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