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It is an exciting time in the ministry with our Latino community in Catawba County.  We are seeing a 

transition from a ministry to Latinos, to a ministry with Latinos.  They are taking ownership of being a 

part of a multi-cultural church. 

One of the key indicators is how many of the Latinos are bringing friends and family with them to 

worship.  It seems that God is calling New Vision to be a bridge between the Anglo and Latino 

community.  In this we are helping the Latinos gain a confidence in speaking English and communicating 

with the Anglo community.  And it is also helping the Anglo community come to an understanding and 

appreciation of the growing Latino community here in Catawba County. 

One of our Latino members will be among the first deacons here at New Vision as we begin that 

compassion ministry.   

We are rebuilding ties to Centro Latino, the community agency for the Latinos in this area.  The Emanuel 

congregation and Centro Latino have the same roots in the VBS at Northminister.  Over the years they 

had grown apart, even if serving different needs of the same population.  Now we are working together 

in cooperation.  New Vision hosted an Immigration Workshop this last summer that reached out to 

people within and outside our worshipping community who had concerns on the Deferred Action.   

We are also working on renewing a relationship with a partner church in Guatemala in cooperation with 

First, Newton.  We will be working on not only writing letter, but also translating letters to Iglesia El 

Redentor.  

We appreciate the congregations who covenant with this ministry:  First, Hickory; First, Newton;  

Northminister; Sweetwater ; Trinity, Hendersonville.   
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