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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

WITNESS DIVISION REPORT 
(Missions Committee; Hunger Committee; Peace & Justice Committee; Self-Development of People Committee; New Church 

Development; Evangelism; Guatemala Partnership; Malawi Task Force) 

October 26-27, 2012 
 

 
EVANGELISM 

Copies of the “Engage” evangelism curriculum from the PCUSA will be available at the Presbytery 

meeting. In addition you can download the curriculum at www.pcusa.org/resource/engage. Ray Jones 

from the Evangelism and Church Growth Office of the PCUSA will be preaching and presenting at the 

October Presbytery meeting. For more information and resources from the Evangelism Office go to 

www.pcusa.org/evangelism or to learn more about the missions of the Evangelism and Church Growth 

office go to http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/evangelism-church-growth/.   

 

HUNGER COMMITTEE 

There will be Fair Trade food items on sale from the “Unique World Gifts” Ten Thousand Villages store 

at the October Presbytery meeting. There will also be a Reclaiming Christmas display with cards for sale 

that benefit the missions of the Presbytery in Guatemala and Malawi. (These Reclaiming Christmas 

materials can also be found on the Presbytery’s website.)   

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

 The address for Dr. Barbara Nagy at Mission Haven was incorrect in a letter that went out to all the 

churches that support her financially. Her correct address during these next two years is 207 Inman 

Drive, Decatur, GA 30030. 

 Tricia Thompson, Lincolnton First, has recently finished a year serving as a PCUSA Young Adult 

Volunteer in Mission in Kenya. She was supported in her YAV year with scholarship funds from the 

Mission Committee. If you would like to apply to be a YAV, go to www.pcusa.org/yav.  The 

deadline for the 2013-14 school year is January 20, 2013. 

 Applications for the May 20-June 5, 2013 Malawi Mission Trip will be on a display table at the 

Presbytery meeting and on the Presbytery’s website. Deadline for applications (with session 

endorsement) is January 31, 2013. 

 If you have collected materials for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Hygiene Kits to bring to the 

October Presbytery meeting, there will be receptacles for your donations, and also a time on Friday 

night for those willing to help sort and assemble the kits. To learn more about what goes into a 

Hygiene Kit or any of the PDA Gift of the Heart Kits go to 

http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/ 

 

PEACE & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
The Presbytery’s portion of the October 2012 Peacemaking Offering will fund Peacemaking Offering 

Grants in 2013. These are small grants of at least $250 to churches that are working in concrete ways 

toward peacemaking in the community or the world. Grant forms are in this Presbytery packet. The 

deadline for grant requests will be December 31, 2012. The Peace & Justice Committee will make their 

decisions at their January 29, 2013 meeting. 

The Peace & Justice Committee will be presenting on Immigration at the October Presbytery meeting.  

Listed below are several resources that will be available at that meeting. 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/engage
http://www.pcusa.org/evangelism
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/evangelism-church-growth/
http://www.pcusa.org/yav
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pda/making-gift-heart-kits/
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IMMIGRATION RESOURCES 

 

PCUSA Office of Immigration Issues go to www.pcusa.org/immigration     

The Office of Immigration Issues was created upon a resolution passed at the 216th General Assembly 

(2004) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The department communicates with middle governing 

bodies, PC(USA) entities and ecumenical agencies on immigration issues and policies. They also 

provide regular updates, reliable advice and counsel to presbyteries and pastors whose members have 

immigration questions or issues. On the website you will find Immigration Toolkits. The toolkit packets 

are downloadable and focus on five topics:  

 Detention  

 Refugee Resettlement  

 State Immigration Legislation  

 the DREAM Act  

 Comprehensive Immigration Reform.   

For more information on the toolkits you can contact the Office of Immigration Issues by emailing 

melissa.gee@pcusa.org or calling 888-728-7228 ext. 5007. There are other resources on this website as 

well, such as worship resources. 

 

“Becoming the Church together:  Immigration, the Bible, and our New Neighbors”   
This NC Council of Churches Bible Study curriculum has six lessons entitled:   

1) The Life of Christ  

2) Bible Stories 

3) Economies 

4) Laws in the Bible  

5) Immigration Enforcement  

6) The Bible & Citizenship  

It will be given as a resource at the October Presbytery meeting. The full curriculum also has a 

facilitator’s guide, information sheets, a sketch of the current steps involved for an Immigrant to become 

a citizen, Immigration Law Timeline, Testimonies from Congregations, and a board game. This 

curriculum can either be ordered or downloaded online at www.ncchurches.org/immigration-curriculum 

and the DVD comes free with each group order. 

 

“Immigration and the Bible:  2012 Spiritual Growth Study” by Rev. Joan Maruskin   

This United Methodist Church Bible Study can be ordered online by going to either: 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/learn/studies/articles/item/index.cfm?id=667     

Or www.cokesbury.com  

This study shares the story of the Bible as a narrative of immigrants and migration. Exploring the 

Biblical and theological understandings of immigration, immigrants and migration, this study seeks to 

enable the participants to examine what it is to be a sojourner and to live into the biblical mandate of 

hospitality for “the stranger” and “aliens” in our midst. The study seeks to equip participants to see the 

Bible as the ultimate handbook for responding to immigrants.  

 The story of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar (Genesis Chapters 12-16). 

 The story of Joseph and the migration of Joseph’s father Jacob and his family to Egypt (Genesis 37-

47). 

 The story of the Exodus (Exodus 3:1-12; 13:17-22). 

http://www.pcusa.org/immigration
mailto:melissa.gee@pcusa.org
http://www.ncchurches.org/immigration-curriculum
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/learn/studies/articles/item/index.cfm?id=667
http://www.cokesbury.com/
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 The story of women and migration (Ruth Chapters 1-2). 

 The biblical call to hospitality regarding the “stranger” and “alien” in our midst (Deuteronomy 6:10-

12 and Hebrews 13:2). 

 The story of Queen Esther. 

 Jesus’ life as an undocumented person in Egypt (Matthew Chapter 2). 

 The faith community’s call linked to being pilgrims and sojourners on earth (Hebrews 11:14). 

While the Bible Study must be ordered, the leaders guide can be downloaded free at http://new.gbgm-

umc.org/umw/media/pdf/immigrationbibleleaders.pdf  

 

“The Letter to the Hebrews” Daily Study Bible Series by William Barclay (2nd Edition 1957 pp. 166-

170) Westminster Press.  There is also a more recent 2002 edition to this book.  The pages noted are 

from the commentary on Hebrews 11:13-16 entitled “Sojourners and Strangers”.  Here is a quote:  

“None of the Patriarchs entered into the full possession of the promises that God had made to Abraham.  

To the end of their days they were nomads, and they never lived a settled life in a settled land.  They had 

to be forever moving on.  Certain great and permanent truths emerge from them.”  This article will be 

available at the Presbytery meeting.   

  

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/media/pdf/immigrationbibleleaders.pdf
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/media/pdf/immigrationbibleleaders.pdf
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GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 
October 26-27, 2012 

Please remember in prayer members of the Leadership Team and Health Committee who will be in 

Guatemala October 30 – November 7 for annual meeting of Partnership Committees of three 

Presbyteries - WNC, Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez. 

 

The members of the Leadership Team of the Guatemala Partnership are Randall Boggs 

(Moderator), Carole Ball (Children’s Scholarship), Judy Nebrig (Church to Church 

Partnerships), Barbara Hosbein (Trips to Guatemala), Doug Michael (Health), Mimi Michael 

(Presbyterian Women), Will Garris (Youth).  Beginning in 2013 this Leadership Team will be a sub-

committee of the Mission Committee and members will be in “classes” so that two will be rotating off 

the committee each year, with new people invited to serve.   

 

The Children’s Scholarship Committee and the Church to Church Committee have formed sub-

committees to involve more people in the leadership of our Guatemala Partnership. The Health 

Committee has added new members and continues to meet as they have for a number of years. 

 

The WNC Presbytery Delegation trip to Guatemala is planned for June 4 – 11, 2013. This will be 

an opportunity for persons from WNC partner churches to visit their partner churches in Guatemala.  

Application forms will soon be available on the Presbytery web site. 

 

 Amanda Craft, Mission Co-Worker in Guatemala and Facilitator for Women’s Work there, will 

be in our Presbytery November 24 – 28. Amanda will be at First Presbyterian Church, Waynesville on 

Sunday, November 25 and will be meeting with groups of women in various locations in our Presbytery 

of the 26
th

, 27th, and 28
th

 and a Gathering of representatives of partner churches on Tuesday, November 

27
th

. There will be more information about these meetings later.   

 

Amanda and her husband, Omar, welcomed their new son, Kenneth Matteo, born on September 10, 

2012; Matteo joins his older brother Alejandro. 

 

Reclaiming Christmas cards are available at the Presbytery meeting and online at the Presbytery web 

site, www.presbyterywnc.org. Two of the cards support work in Guatemala, there is a card to give 

money for children’s scholarships and for the nutrition program. 

 

Ellen Dozier 

Interim Volunteer Coordinator Guatemala Partnership 

PWNC 

828 430 1515 (cell)  

http://www.presbyterywnc.org/


P-5 
 

PRESBYTERIAN PEACEMAKING OFFERING 
GRANT REQUEST FORM 

Please mail to: 
Peace & Justice Committee 

114 Silver Creek Road 
Morganton, NC 28655 

Or Fax to 828-437-8655 

 
The Peace and Justice Committee of the Presbytery of WNC is making small grants of at 
least $250 to churches that are working in concrete ways toward peacemaking in the 
community or the world.  Funds will come from the Presbytery’s portion of the 
Peacemaking offering.  Please provide a one or two paragraph description of your 
project/idea/proposal.  Deadline for requests is December 31, 2012.  The committee 
will begin making decisions at its January 2013 meeting.  If your church is awarded a 
grant, you will be asked to provide a brief report (a paragraph is sufficient) and a picture 
by September 15, 2013. 
 
NAME OF CHURCH: 
 
CONTACT PERSON: 
 
PHONE NUMBER: 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF YOUR REQUEST: 
 
 

 


