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Presbytery of Western North Carolina Financial Reality Check 

 

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina does not collect “per capita” dollars to 

support the work and obligations of the Presbytery, relying instead on member 

churches to give as they feel led.These voluntary contributions represent the 

Presbytery’s major source of funding for operations. 

 

Falling Church Contributions:  

Church contributions to the Presbytery have been falling every year, without 

exception, from $1,170,000 in 2005 to a current-year estimate of $867,000, a 

drop of 26%. During that time, the number of churches has decreased only five to 

the current 111.  

 

Who Gives to the Presbytery?:  

An analysis of giving by church in the 2012 budget discloses the following: 

TWO churches give a total of $262,000, or almost 30% of the Presbytery’s total 

receipts. 

FIVE churches give 49%, and 

TEN churches give a total of 68% of total giving to Presbytery.   

 

The Reality of Presbytery Financial Support: 

We are fortunate to have these generous churches in the Presbytery, but… 

It is risky to have such a large percentage of the giving subject to the financial 

condition of just a few churches. 

 

Who’s NOT Giving to the Financial Support of the Presbytery?: 

Since 2005, the number of churches not contributing anything (that is, ZERO) to 

the Presbytery has increased from 10 to 29. The membership of these 29 

churches is 2,530. I wonder how many of these congregants are aware, or would 

approve if they knew, that they were not contributing anything to the significant 

support provided by PWNC to the mission activities, staff support and training 

programs of all 111 churches.  

 

Presbytery’s Financial Contribution to GA and Synod: 

The Presbytery remitted to GA and Synod in 2011 the per capita fee of $7.95 for 

each of the congregants listed on the active rolls of all churches in the Presbytery. 

The per capita, required by our constitution and reinforced at the latest General 

Assembly, paid by PWNC in 2011 totaled $146,000 for the 18,367 members.   

 

The Reality of Not-Giving by Churches to the Presbytery and Church Councils: 

However, NONE of this amount was paid by those 29 churches who contributed 

zero, or by those 6 churches who ask that their contributions be used only by the 



X-2 
 

Presbytery and not sent on to higher councils.  In addition, 7 churches contributed 

LESS to the Presbytery than the per capita charge based on their membership.  The 

total of these “underfunded” per capita charges was $29,000, and had to be paid by 

contributions from our other churches.   

 

The Reality of Congregation Giving: 

To compare your church’s giving to the Presbytery with that of other churches, the 

average contribution per member is $55.00, excluding those churches giving zero.   

Decreasing contributions and the increasing burden of the per capita payments 

continues to put stress on the Presbytery’s mission and its programs. There are 

reserves built up over the “bountiful” years to help during these “lean” years and, by 

careful management, very little of these funds have been utilized during the past few 

years.   

 

PWNC is a Presbytery of Small Churches: 

PWNC is a Presbytery of small churches, with 49 (44%) of the 111 with less than 50 

members, 63 (57%) with less than 100 members and 79 (71%) with less than 150 

members.   
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Group Discussion 

 Presbytery Mission - Today and Tomorrow 

 

1.  What are members of your congregation most passionate about? 

 

 

 

 

2.  What is your church's mission? What has changed and is changing because of 

your mission? How do you describe the impact of your church? 

 

 

 

 

3.  What obstacles stand in the way of fulfilling your church's passion or mission? 

 

 

 

 

4.  How can the Presbytery help your church fulfill its mission? 

 

 

 

 

5.  How is or can the Presbytery help your church overcome the obstacles to fulfill 

your mission? 

 

 

 

 


