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“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” John 20:21

“What is God doing in the world and how do we participate with God?”  I attended a meeting recently
where this question was asked. It could be asked of us, “Where is God calling us to join with God in ministry
and mission and in what ways?” 

Are we opening our eyes to see what God is doing in our midst - in our lives, our churches, this presbytery
and the world? What is God calling us to do and be as a presbytery? In what are we feeling called to be a
part of what God is doing in the world?  In all that God is doing in the world, what are we being called to
be a part of and to do?

The Administrative Board and COM will be recommending that the Presbytery do a mission study. We are
in a changing world, a growing mission field. The needs around us and in the world are many. The current
economic environment means that churches and presbyteries have fewer financial capabilities.  Churches
do not play the role in society that they played in the fifties. Many young adults do not know about Jesus and
have never heard of Abraham and Sarah.  It is so critical at this time to know “What God is calling this
presbytery to do and be.”  Where are we to join God in God’s activities? It may mean we do less, try new
things, do some of the same things, or do things entirely different. What have we valued, what holds us
together, and where do we feel God has blessed our efforts? Where might God be leading us? 

There is an important second question in our mission study. That question is “How can we do things more
effectively?” A mission study does not just look at a budget and say if we continue to do things the same
way, how much can we do?  Instead, it first asks “What would God have us to be doing?” Then it asks,
“How can we do these things?” For example, we have been doing some of the same things with less staff.
The Committee on Ministry members now serve as liaisons and contacts with churches. Barbara McLean,
Barbara Ross and trainers they have recruited are training Pastor Nominating Committees. We have strong
volunteer Presbytery Associates on staff now. Some committees are taking more responsibilities, and we
are getting grants for some of our activities. You may have other ideas.

I ask us to enter into a prayer and discernment period. I am hoping that this process will also be a helpful
reflection on what God is calling each of you and your churches to be and to do. 

At the upcoming presbytery meeting, we will begin the process of discernment. We will ask you some
questions to get initial feedback. This will be the first step in getting feedback, as we want to get as wide of
an input as possible, as we try to listen to God’s voice.

A second and exciting thing we will do at the Presbytery meeting is to hear from Ray Jones, about
Evangelism and how to engage our churches in reaching out. I am excited that Ray is coming and
encourage you to bring lots of people to hear him. He has spoken at other presbytery meetings with rave
reviews. He is a person of great faith, who speaks from a Biblical and also a  practical point of view. Ray 
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will be preaching, giving two keynotes, and having a time of dialogue and discussion. I am looking forward
to hearing him. He is a friend of this presbytery. Most all of us have things we can learn about how to be a
greater witness to Christ in our communities and how we share our good news.

At our presbytery meeting, we will also be saying goodbye to Grace Boyer, Associate Presbyter.  Grace will
be leaving November 15 to travel to Korea to be with her husband, Marc.  We will miss her, her deep faith,
and her ability to listen and guide.  We will be looking for an interim to fill part of her shoes.  It is with great
affection and prayers that we wish her God’s blessings.

Seeing God at Work:
Since the last presbytery meeting, I have had many opportunities to see God at work in our broader
community and world. As I said in our newsletter, Ellen Dozier, Ginnie Stevens and I have seen God at work
in Indonesia and Taiwan through Becca Young and John McCall. Both Becca's and John’s work in teaching
at the seminary and John’s spiritual formation and mentoring work through Taiwan will have an important
impact on the future church leaders in those countries. Becca’s work with Presbyterian Disaster Relief is
important to help organize communities to minimize the casualties in future disasters.  I would love to share
more about this with churches, including those that support them or others that may be looking for a
missionary to support.

Ellen Dozier and I also just returned from a World Mission consultation of our General Assembly. Ellen
represented Grace Boyer as a presbytery mission advocate. I was one of four General/Executive Presbyters.
The group included mission partners from all over the world, ecumenical partners, some churches known
for mission work, mission staff, other mission groups connected with the PCUSA, members from the
Presbyterian Mission Agency (the old General Assembly Mission Council), and others. The group of about
200 people spent three days looking at strategy, mission/vision and direction. One person from Argentina
said “This is a meeting where our opinions were valued and the outcome was not predetermined.” 

At this meeting, our presbytery was looked to as one that excelled in the way we do mission and ministry
globally. We were often asked to share. Our 18-year Guatemalan partnership is considered a model because
of the way we try to include all three presbyteries in decision making and focus on building relationships
and understanding. In Guatemala and Malawi, we try to empower and support, to build relationships, and
to respond to the things that are requested by our partners.  Many of our churches do the same. We have a
reputation of caring not only about ourselves, but what God is doing in the world. 

While at this consultation, I heard a Guatemalan tell how much they appreciated the work of Kevin
Frederick, pastor of Waldensian Presbyterian Church. Kevin has been going to Guatemala and giving
workshops on domestic violence. He also gave one of these workshops in Argentina, where he went recently
with members of the International Waldensian Society. 

Back at the ranch, I continue to see God at work in our midst. When I was at Fletcher to celebrate Roger
Wise becoming their Commissioned Lay Pastor, I was reminded that 50% of their budget goes to mission
in their community and the world. They are known for being the church that contributes 

the most money in their county to the CROP Walk. They have also been involved with Habitat for
Humanity. They sent Tommy Burleson to Malawi on five different occasions for  mission trips. Tommy
helps the hospital with their electrical problems, is our most recognized ambassador, and has built many
friendships at Nkhoma. They even challenged the local churches to give to a PCUSA missionary and they
would match part of the gift.
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It is pumpkin time at New Vision and the church continues to celebrate the coming together of the
Hispanic/Latino Iglesia Presbiteriana Emmanuel and New Vision New Church Development.  The 5  annualth

pumpkin sale is underway and allows for members to reach out to their neighbors in the community.  Many
members showed up to help unload the pumpkins.  They have a festival and fun activities for the children,
including a parade and the famous “bounce house.”  Some of their bilingual members have translated letters
to be sent to our Guatemalan partners when our delegation goes in November.  The proceeds from the
pumpkin patch goes to their children and youth ministry, enabling these children to experience camp and
other opportunities that wouldn’t otherwise be possible.

When the Sweetwater Presbyterian Church experienced a fire and was not able to go into the sanctuary and
education building for weeks, the Small Church Committee helped with a $3,000 grant. Other churches
gathered for support. New Vision lent them a lot of practical things needed for worship. It was at the
celebration to ordain their pastor, Catherine Taylor, in the fellowship hall, where we heard stories of the
resilience of the church during this trauma. 

In addition to Catherine, we also welcomed two other pastors in “For Such a Time as This,” a General
Assembly program which matches and supports recent seminary graduates to small churches. Yvonne
Thurmond was ordained at Quaker Meadows and Hal Bennett will be installed at Dulatown on November
11. Esta Jarrett at Canton, Melissa Upchurch at Marshall and Michael Isaac at Westminster just returned
from Louisville for a training session as they begin their second year of the program. This is another way
the presbytery is doing things differently by utilizing expertise and support from General Assembly and
others.

Let us open our eyes and look around to see the work God is doing in our midst. Let us listen for new ways
to reach out to others to tell about Christ. Let us also listen to God’s voice as to what God is calling us to
do and be together. Then, let remember to give God our thanks and praise! 

Peace,

Bobbi

FYI:  A copy of the 2011 Report of the Work of the Presbytery will be available at the registration desk. 
This shows a small sampling of the mission and ministry happening throughout the Presbytery, and the
world, with your support.


