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Report of the Administrative Commission for the 
RICEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

In October 2011, the Session of the Riceville church sent Presbytery a formal request to be dismissed 
from our denomination, alleging that some of the current positions of its General Assembly were 
unacceptable.  

This congregation had long been very conservative, but still it had contributed well to Presbytery and 
participated in its activities. But in the last few years, it began to think actively about schism.  Its 
membership has also declined in recent years.   

Presbytery appointed a Task Force – later converted to an Administrative Commission - composed of: 

 Susan Denne, retired teaching elder, Chair 

 James Aydelotte, retired teaching elder 

 Mike Begley, ruling elder, Black Mountain church 

 John Heilman, ruling elder, Waldensian church, Valdese 

 Mary Lou Nash, ruling elder, Grace Covenant church, Asheville 

 Ron Tingle, ruling elder, Waynesville church, Secretary 

These church people rapidly became a very united and hard-working group, with everyone 
contributing freely from his or her talents.  

Over the following months, there were many meetings between Riceville’s Session and Presbytery’s 
Commission. As required by Presbytery’s “Guidelines for Congregations considering a Request to 
Presbytery to be Dismissed,” the First Hearing was held in February 2012.  Both sides spoke well, and 
helpful literature was distributed by both. As planned, no vote was taken then.  

The Session then decided that it would be best to work with the Commission to create the “legal 
agreement binding on all parties and addressing all forms of property,” required by the Guidelines. This 
meant several more meetings over many months, greatly assisted by a professional appraisal of the 
property.   

Agreement was finally reached in January 2013. A congregational meeting in April 2013 approved this 
property agreement and authorized its Session to sign it. In regard to real property, the Riceville church 
will deed its manse to Presbytery in exchange for the rest of its real property being declared free of our 
denomination’s trust clause. The Riceville manse is an attractive house with four bedrooms and two 
full bathrooms, that has a driveway separate from the church, and seems very marketable.  

That congregational meeting was followed by the Second Hearing, which met all the requirements of 
the Guidelines and resulted in a secret vote of 53 in favor of dismissal and none against. The 
atmosphere was very cooperative and amicable.   

The main reasons for this achievement were these: 

 A very cooperative and united Session, though with little leadership from its Pastor 

 The conduct of all meetings with attentive listening and courteous discussions 

 Presbytery’s Guidelines: a well designed and tested comprehensive roadmap that is fair to all 
concerned 

 The decision to reach agreement on property before proceeding to the Second Hearing (and its 
vote on dismissal) 
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 An initial commitment to keep all proposals and responses confidential 

 An able Commission appointed by Presbytery, which was significantly assisted by Attorney Mike 
Begley, who has created a legal model for any future negotiations over a church’s property 

 Lots of mutual prayer, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

It is hoped that this experience is viewed as a confirmation of the value of Presbyterian polity, which 
allows all parties to negotiate in trust and harmony as brothers and sisters in Christ.  There were never 
any strong words or stinging accusations, nor any thought of resorting to the secular courts.  It was 
truly, in every sense, a gracious separation.  

Your Administrative Commission now recommends that Presbytery 

1.  Approve the Property Settlement Agreement; 
2. Dismiss all the members of the Riceville Congregation to the Evangelical Presbyterian 

denomination, with thanks for their Christian service and witness among us and our blessings 
for their future service to the Lord of the One Church; 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria 
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