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Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
Witness Division Report  

July 30, 2013  
 
In April, we were privileged to hear the Director of World Mission, Rev. Hunter Ferrell, describe some 
of the extraordinary work being done by PC(USA) mission co-workers all over the world. Rev. Ferrell 
also shared some of the dynamic shifts in missional culture, outlining for us the ways in which the 
PC(USA) is shifting to keep our mission outreach meaningful in the coming years. The new 
denominational emphasis focuses on three critical needs: 

 
1) Addressing the root causes of poverty 
2) Evangelism or witnessing to Christ in our lives 
3) Work for reconciliation amidst cultures of violence, including our own 

 
Behind all of these foci, is an intentional effort to work closely with our global partners and build 
strong relationships in the countries in which we work. This style of addressing the needs of the world 
through the nurture of strong relationships is an approach that has forcefully resonated with us in the 
PWNC. We believe in the power of personal interaction to bring about meaningful and effective 
change. Our mission efforts, both historically and currently, have reflected that conviction. While a 
number of examples could be cited, some of our recent mission activity nicely illustrates. 
 
Lack of education has long been cited as a root cause of poverty. In May 2013, part of our annual 
mission team traveling to Malawi included a delegation of professional educators who worked directly 
with the Ebenezer Institute of Learning in Nkhoma, Malawi to provide teacher training, assessment, 
and try to improve the quality of education there.  [Their complete educational report can be read on our 
PWNC website.]  Combined with generous grants from First Presbyterian, Gastonia and the family of 
former Korean missionary, Mariella Provost, this Presbytery was instrumental in starting the Ebenezer 
School in 2008.  Just 6 years later, the school has grown from a single pre-Kindergarten class to classes 
for 3-year-olds through 5th grade.  Four long buildings and separate bathroom facilities have been 
constructed and two teachers have moved into “on campus” housing. In September, the Talmage Library 
at Ebenezer will be dedicated.  A large part of the motivation for starting the Ebenezer school came from 
our partners working at Nkhoma Hospital, who were telling us that, in order to attract and retain 
qualified health care professionals to staff the hospital, there needed to be a place for their children to 
receive a quality education.  In other words, listening to and responding to the needs of our global 
partners and through the channels of personal relationship, Ebenezer school has become a reality.   
 
In addition, in just a few days (on August 3rd), another team of educators from our Presbytery (Carole 
Ball, Judy Nebrig, Valerie Holcombe, & Becca Weeks) will be joining a team of educators from our 
partner Presbyteries in Guatemala to access the educational system in these Guatemalan communities.  
Again, through relational conversation and joint partnership, their goal is to identify and begin to 
implement improvements for these schools. Working with our global partners, we are addressing a root 
cause of poverty through improvements in education. If you would like to sponsor a disadvantaged 
child’s education in Malawi or Guatemala, full tuition scholarships can be given for $150. - $300. a 
semester. 
 
The churches of our Presbytery also support more than 80% of the salary of Pediatrician mission co-
worker, Dr. Barbara Nagy, at Nkhoma Hospital, Malawi. This past year, these 45 churches sent 
funding for this valuable medical ministry:   
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 Belmont, First  
 Black Mountain
 Brevard-Davidson  
 Burnsville, First 
 Conley Memorial 
 Crossnore 
 Dallas, First 
 Etowah 
 Fairview 
 Fletcher 
 Franklin, First 
 Gastonia, First 
 Grace Covenant 
 Grassy Creek 
 Hickory, First 

Highlands, First 
John Knox 
Lenoir, First 
Long Creek 
Marshall  
Mills River 
Montreat (PCUSA) 
Morganton, First 
Morrison 
New Hope, Gastonia 
Newton, First 
Northminster 
Pineola 
Riceville 
Rutherfordton 

Sherrill's Ford 
Siloam 
Southminster 
Sweetwater 
Sylva 
Trinity 
Tryon 
Union 
Waldensian 
Walnut 
Walnut Grove 
Warren Wilson 
Waynesville, First 
West Avenue 
Westminster 

 
By investing in a person (Dr. Nagy), you have invested in the lives of many at Nhkoma hospital.    
Nine years ago when the first PWNC mission team went to Nkhoma Hospital, the hospital had no 
consistent working oxygen-even in the operating room. There have been major, yes, amazing, 
improvements since that first team brought oxygen concentrators and helped build restrooms for the 
parents of children in the pediatric wards. 

We, in this presbytery, have helped in many ways. Among other things, we supported the building of a 
house for the staff, worked to improve housing in outlying health care centers, took medicine and 
medical supplies, and even donated numerous pints of blood. One year our funds helped keep the 
hospital from closing. Through 5 cents a meal, we have provided food and nutritional supplements for 
children and pregnant mothers. A new program of making and distributing nutritionally supplemented 
peanut butter to families struggling with malnutrition began this year. It is called PB & J or Peanut 
Butter and Jesus. 

In addition to the personal service contributions of our annual team to Malawi, Dr. Barbara Nagy’s work 
continues to make major improvements in the lives of patients at Nkhoma Hospital. Formerly, the 
hospital did not record newborn deaths, it was so common. Through developing protocols to treat life 
threatening problems in expectant mothers and newborn babies, Barbara has been able to reduce the 
mortality rate by 75%. It is hoped that, through sharing these protocols, that mortality can be reduced by 
50% in other hospitals. Again, it is the power of relationships at work. Barbara said, "It is just not good 
enough to treat the children that come (specifically to Nkhoma Hospital) because many don’t live long 
enough to make it to the hospital." We need to prevent or catch these problems before they become so 
life threatening. Pregnant women need earlier treatment. The sick, especially children, need malaria 
medications and treatments for other diseases before the diseases escalate. 

One way to do this is to strengthen the village health system. So, we are continuing our support of 
Barbara Nagy while she is in the USA getting a Master’s degree in Public Health at Emory University in 
Atlanta. With this additional degree, she plans to return to Malawi to work with the Village Health 
Centers and the Hospital to devise a better public healthcare system for more rural villages of the 
country. 
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Our dynamic relationships with other PC(USA) mission co-workers from this Presbytery are effectively 
addressing other root causes of poverty, witnessing to Christ’s love, and working to bring about 
reconciliation. The ministries of John McCall in Taiwan and Becca Young in Indonesia are inviting 
young adults every day to know and love Jesus Christ. Dan & Elizabeth Turk share the Good News of 
the Gospel as they seek to educate in agriculture and health in Madagascar. Amanda Craft works to 
empower women in Guatemala as they nurture faith with other women. Frank and Nancy Dimmock 
bring hope to vulnerable children in central and southern Africa. Gary and Marlene Van Brocklin will 
be working in South Asia and leaving in Bangladesh. Our Presbytery’s own Rev. Kevin Frederick, 
pastor of Waldensian Presbyterian Church in Valdese, NC, has done extensive work addressing 
domestic violence and men’s issues both here in the US and in Guatemala, once again, helping develop 
healthy, Christian behaviors through personal relationships with others and with Jesus Christ. Please 
pray for these and others you know who, through loving and faith-filled relationships, are actively 
engaged in the mission of Jesus Christ in our world. Pray, as well, for the ways that God is leading you 
to do your part among God’s wonderfully diverse people. 

 
 
HUNGER COMMITTEE: 
The Hunger Committee reports the following: 

A. Because we are delighted with the generous support so many churches now show  for the 
“Souper Bowl of Caring” offering your Hunger Committee will no longer super-size these 
collections from the Nickel-A-Meal fund. Instead, we will apply these funds directly to grants.  
 
Thank you to the following churches of our Presbytery who regularly support the Nickel-A-Meal 
fund: 

 
Arbor Dale  
Asheville First  
Banner Elk  
Belmont First  
Bessemer City  
Black Mountain  
Brevard-Davidson 
River  
Brittain  
Bryson City  
Burnsville First  
Canton  
Cherryville First  
Clinchfield  
Columbus  
Conley Memorial  
Crossnore  
Cullowhee  
Dallas First  
Duncans Creek  
Etowah  
Fairview  

Fletcher  
Forest City First  
Franklin First 
Gastonia First  
Glen Alpine  
Good Hope  
Grace Covenant  
Grassy Creek  
Green Street  
Hendersonville First  
Hickory First  
Jacks Creek  
John Knox  
Kenilworth  
Lincolnton First  
Long Creek  
Lowell  
Marion First  
Micaville  
Mills River  
Montreat  
Morganton First  

Morrison  
Mt Holly First  
New Hope 
(Asheville) 
New Hope (Gastonia) 
Newdale  
Newland  
Newton First 
Northminster  
Olney  
Reems Creek Beech  
Riceville  
Robinson Memorial  
Rutherfordton  
Ryburn Memorial  
Shelby  
Sherrill's Ford  
Siloam  
Southminster  
Swannanoa First  
Trinity  
Tryon  
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Union  
United  
Unity  
Vians Valley  

Waldensian  
Walnut  
Warren Wilson  
Waynesville First  

West Asheville  
West Avenue  
Westminster 

 
B.  We are pleased to announce these grants from the Nickel-A-Meal fund for the first half of 2013: 
 
 INTERNATIONAL: 

1) Guatemala Partnership  (Presbytery of WNC)     $19,400 
2) OFCB Ministries of Haiti (Montreat Presbyterian Church)    $11,285 

 
 REGIONAL 

1) Open Door  (First Presbyterian, Waynesville)   $4,000 
2) Pay it Forward  (Fairview Presbyterian)    $2,000  
3) Cleveland County Rescue Mission (Shelby Presbyterian)  $5,000 

 
C.  Deadline for submitting hunger grant requests to be considered in the Fall is October 1, 2013 

 
D.  At the October 26, 2013 meeting of Presbytery at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, your 

Hunger Committee will offer Alternative Christmas giving opportunities which support the 
mission of our Presbytery 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Hunger Committee 
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Malawi Mission Team 
May 20-June 5, 2013 

 
In years past, 10 or 11 people have travelled to Malawi. This year is the first time 17 people have come 
on the trip. However, the dynamic of the group still worked. There were many projects that needed to be 
accomplished while in Nkhoma. We had to paint a conference room, sort medicine at the pharmacy, 
help at Ebenezer school, and let's not forget the unplanned projects that came up--cleaning the records 
room in the hospital after it had flooded. Regardless of what happened, everyone was willing to pitch in 
without being asked. Nkhoma and Malawi have a way about bringing out the best in everyone. 
 
Our time in Nkhoma is a time that everyone holds close to their heart. Friends are made and, many 
times, bonds are formed that are never broken. It doesn't matter the amount of time that goes in between 
visits, those friends are still there just waiting to greet you with a handshake and a very large and 
welcoming smile! Yes, like most mission trips, there are frustrating days where nothing that you set out 
to do gets accomplished or people do not show up, but always remember, when you are in Nkhoma,  you 
run on "Malawi time!" Although, those days can be the most worthwhile. That is when you have the 
opportunity to meet new people and to, maybe, learn something new about yourself. 
Overall, Malawi is a beautiful place to help other people. Nkhoma is a welcoming place with the people 
that are there to greet you and welcome you into the community. Everyone that travels to Malawi learns 
something about themselves and about the people they are traveling with. The experience that is gained 
here is one that will stay with you for the rest of your life and will constantly be there saying "Come 
back!" Nkhoma, Malawi makes an impression on your heart and it never disappears. 
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NEWS FROM GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 
July 30, 2013 

 
 

Summer is a time for traveling and that includes travel to visit with partners in Guatemala. The 
Presbytery Delegation Team was in Guatemala June 4 – 11. Their report follows this report. A group 
from Black Mountain Church visited with their partners at the Eben Ezer Church in San Antonio 
(Suchitepéquez Presbytery) June 25 – July 3. A group from Waldensian Church is visiting now (July 
22 – 30) with their partner church, Nuevo Jerusalén, in Aldea Sintaná  (Sur Occidente Presbytery).   
This means over twenty people from our Presbytery are available to speak at your church about their 
visit in Guatemala; contact me or Judy Nebrig (nebrigjudith@gmail.com) to schedule a visit. 
 
With gratitude and thanksgiving we welcome New Vision as a new partner church! This congregation 
will be partnered with Bethel Church in El Tumbador (Sur Occidente Presbytery). Bienvenidos a la 
congregación de New Vision. 
 
We continue to make an effort to improve communication within the churches in PWNC and with our 
partners in Guatemala. Updates about the partnership are regularly put on the Presbytery Face Book 
page which can be accessed at - 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/29245192865/ 
 
The Church to Church sub-committee has also created a Facebook Page which you can access at this 
web site- 
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/groups/319288741505187/ 
“This is your place to learn about Church to Church activities, and to share news about your 
Guatemala partnership.  It is like a kitchen table – a time and place to share ideas and information with 
others in a Church to Church partnership relationship.  Use good table manners in sharing your 
information and posting your photos.” 
 
Both Guatemalan Presbyteries have regular health workshops. You can see photos of the latest 
workshops in Suchitepéquez on our Presbytery web page - 
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/content/mission_zone/guatemala/documents/2013/HEALTH_WORKSH
OP_SUCHITEPEQUEZ_20130604b.pdf 
http://www.presbyterywnc.org/content/mission_zone/guatemala/documents/2013/Health_Workshop_in_
Presbytery_of_Suchitepequez_2__20130614.pdf 
 
As I reflect on all these activities, I know that these and many more must be done to help the partnership 
function. But the essence of the partnership is not found in the activities as such, but in the relationships 
that are formed and nurtured and grow. Many of these relationships are formed, and sustained by prayer.  
In prayer we can truly “come to the table” as brothers and sisters. All the barriers of culture, language 
and unequal distribution of power and resources that are many times hard to overcome, disappear when 
we pray for one another. And as we pray for one another, relationships are deepened, faith is shared and 
grows, and I am sure God is glorified. 
 
Ellen Dozier 
Interim Coordinator Guatemala Partnership 
PWNC 
828 430 1515 
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PWNC Education Study Team to Guatemala 
August 3-11, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carole Ball, Judy Nebrig, Valerie Noble, Becca Weeks 

In an effort to gain a greater understanding of the educational program in Guatemala, the 
Education Sub-Committee of our Partnership in conjunction with four ladies from the Guatemala 
Partnership are working together on an Education Study Trip. “May all that is done, in word or 
deed, be in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father.” Colossians 3:17 
 
 The goals this mission team hopes to accomplish on this visit are to: 
• Broaden our understanding of our brothers and sisters in Guatemala and bring us closer together; 
• Learn the hopes for education in Guatemala and share ours; 
• Gain a better understanding of the Educational opportunities now present in Guatemala, and the areas of 

desired support and or improvement; 
• Evaluate how the churches in the Presbytery of WNC can best support the churches and presbyteries 

in partnership as they seek to serve continuing and improved educational opportunities; 
• Take Christ’s love there and bring it back; 
• Provide opportunity for the Guatemalans and for us to learn from the strengths of our faith in each 

culture, and to help us become more balanced, moving closer to the abundant life; 
• Demonstrate the strength of our ongoing partnerships with churches and presbyteries in Guatemala; 
• Foster better communication and relationships between partner presbyteries and churches. 

PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR- 
• CEDEPCA (Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America) as they plan and guide the trip 
• An awareness of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
• Traveling mercies for everyone, those from Guatemala and from North Carolina 
• Families at home 
• Clarity of purpose of the trip 
• Openness 
• That the group – 4 Guatemalan women and 4 North Carolinian women –might: 

 develop “sisterly” relationships, 
 grow to know one another as companions on the journey, 
 recognize Christ in each other, and 
 experience the joy and struggle of living in mutuality. 
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Dear Partners in Christ with Guatemala, 
 
For many years churches in our Presbytery have been providing education scholarships for the 
children and youth of our partner churches in Guatemala.  While this definitely is a worthwhile 
program with great long-term benefits, the Education Committee and the Leadership Team of our 
Partnership, have become aware of other educational needs and have questions regarding the 
quality of education many of our scholarship students are receiving.  An example of this would be 
the fact that teachers are not given materials to teach with and students do not have books to learn 
from. 
 
In an effort to gain a greater understanding of the educational program in Guatemala, the 
Education Sub Committee of our Partnership is planning to do an Education Study Tour the first 
week of August.  There will be four women from our partner churches in WNC and four women, 
two each, from the Presbyteries of Sur Occidente and Suchitepequez.  They will spend five days 
talking with educators in Guatemala and visiting schools and one and a half days together 
debriefing, analyzing the information and making recommendations for the future. 
 
Enclosed are goals and prayer concerns that have been formulated by our Education Committee.  
At the beginning of the trip the four NC women and four Guatemalan women will together 
engage in a process of combined goal setting; these goals will be noted and will be used to guide 
the group as they travel.  After the trip, a report will be made to all PWNC partner churches. 
 
We are grateful for the financial support from the following churches in the PWNC:  Asheville 
First, Dallas First, Newton First, Grace Covenant, Mills River, New Hope, Shelby, Southminster, 
Trinity, Tryon, the Presbyterian Women and for the prayers from all churches.  
 
Please share our concerns and request for prayers with your congregation. 
 
 
Your sister in Christ, 
 
Carole Ball 
Education Sub Committee, 
Leadership Team of Guatemala Partnership 
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