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Witness Division Report 

January 25, 2014 
 

 

 While 2013 was an active year for our Presbytery in Mission and Witness, 2014 promises to 

offer even more opportunity to meaningfully share the love of Christ through witness and mission. Here 

are a few ways in which our committees will encourage and support your work. 

 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 
2014 is a significant year for our Presbytery’s International missions. The Guatemala Partnership 

is celebrating its 20
th

 year and our relationship with Malawi begins its 10
th

 year. More than a celebration 

(and what a celebration we are planning!), the Guatemala Partnership is seeking to strengthen our 

mutual ministry with a whole series of workshops and special events during this 20
th

 anniversary year.  

At the January 25
th

 Presbytery meeting, you will hear much more detail about all the planned activities, 

both here in western North Carolina and in Guatemala.  We invite your church to worship alongside the 

Guatemalans with some shared liturgy, prayers, and Scripture on Guatemala Partnership Sunday – 

Sunday, March 2, 2014.  A packet of resource materials for that Sunday is available to be picked up on 

1-25-14 at the Presbytery meeting.  We also encourage you to consider joining us at the seminary in 

Guatemala on Friday, November 7
th

 for the grand “fiesta”, worship, and gathering. It is not even 

necessary for you to have a sister congregation in Guatemala to be engaged in this important ministry 

this year but, if your church does partner with a sister church in Guatemala, this year should be an 

especially rich experience. 

Furthermore, as we begin our 10
th

 year of relationship with Nkhoma, Malawi, your leadership 

team has engaged our Malawian friends in constructive evaluation so that our partnership in ministry 

can be as effective as possible. As a result of our reflective sharing, we hope to make an even bigger 

impact on each other’s lives. We are also considering a second mission trip to Malawi for the first time.  

Please let us know if you have an interest in mission in Malawi, even if you’ve never considered going 

on the mission trip before. The deadline for applications for the May 19-June 4 Malawi mission trip is 

Friday, January 31, 2014. 

  Also, the Missions Committee continues to pray  intentionally for the PC(USA) mission co-

workers from this Presbytery: Amanda Craft (Mexico & Guatemala regional coordinator), Frank & 

Nancy Dimmock (Zambia & SE Africa), Karla Koll (Costa Rica), John McCall (Taiwan, but on home 

assignment and living in Black Mountain, NC until August 2014), Barbara Nagy (Malawi, but finishing 

a Master’s Degree in public health in Decatur, GA. until August 2014 ), Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin 

(SE Asia and recently moved to Sri Lanka), and Becca Young (Indonesia). 

 

 

HUNGER COMMITTEE 
Your Hunger Committee reminds you that April 1, 2014, is the deadline for Nickel-A-Meal 

grant applications awarded in the Spring. If your church supports or considers initiating a hunger relief 

project download the grant application form from Presbytery’s website or call the Presbytery office for a 

mail delivery. The hunger relief projects our Presbytery supports include: community gardens, food 

pantries, hunger awareness events, community feeding programs, school backpack programs, delivered 

meals, nutritional education, etc. In addition our Presbytery supports hunger relief projects in 

Guatemala, Malawi, Cameroon, Haiti, etc. To all of our churches who faithfully collect the Nickel-A-

Meal offering and collectively raise over $100,000 each year for these projects we say, “THANK 

YOU!”  To those churches not supporting this effort we ask, “WHY NOT?” 
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Remember the Souper Bowl of Caring offering received on February 2. Your church will be 

joining thousands of other churches across our nation in this effort. Money and nonperishable food 

received on that Sunday may be donated to the hunger relief organization of your choice. This year your 

Hunger Committee will not be super-sizing this offering with Nickel-A-Meal funds as this money is 

needed to fund the hunger grant requests. 

 

 

PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 Before the newest class of members even become involved, the Peace & Justice Committee is 

doing a presentation and workshop at the January 25
th

 Presbytery meeting on Earth Care and Climate 

Change and environmental stewardship. Because we are increasingly convinced of the importance of 

this faith issue for our times, we want to share with you some of what we have learned and discuss ways 

we can all be a part of the solution to global concerns. We also try to keep abreast of other major justice 

issues here at home and abroad (like Israel/Palestine, human rights violations, use of land mines, human 

trafficking,  substandard working conditions and unjust compensation, capital punishment, and others.   

 In the Fall, this committee also administers peacemaking grants, made possible through the 

denomination-wide Peacemaking Offering, traditionally received near or on Pentecost Sunday. 
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GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP – join us in CELEBRATING 20 YEARS of being    

      “TOGETHER IN CHRIST “                                                                              
"that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith."  Romans 1:12 

 

The partnership approach to mission is based on the biblical understanding of "koinonia," which the Apostle Paul 
interpreted as "working together for the Gospel." This suggests that we are not only to serve our sisters and 
brothers in other lands, but that we are also to seek the help which they can offer us from the rich resources of 
their faith and experience. It was the recognition that we need to listen and learn from Christians whose lives and 
faith are shaped by other cultures that initiated and has sustained the quest for an international partnership. 
 

The presbyteries of Western North Carolina, Sur Occidente, and Suchitepéquez will be celebrating 

twenty years of partnership in 2014.  The PWNC Guatemala Partnership's Leadership Team in 

conjunction with the Guatemalan presbyteries' partnership committees is planning a number of activities 

throughout the year to acknowledge this milestone. 

 

 All three presbyteries have designated Sunday, March 2, 2014 as "Partnership Sunday" to 

inaugurate the celebrations.  We have developed some common elements and suggestions for their use 

in worship that day and would ask that all churches, whether or not they are actively engaged in the 

partnership, recognize this unique relationship in whatever way they deem appropriate.   There will be 

an envelope with worship resources and highlights of the history of the partnership available for all 

WNC churches at the presbytery meeting on January 25
th

. 

 

At the October 2014 PWNC presbytery meeting, the partnership covenant will be renewed for another 

five-year period. 

 

Friday, November 7, 2014 is the day when all three presbyteries will celebrate the 20 years of 

partnership together in Guatemala.   

 

Throughout 2014, in Guatemala and Western North Carolina, different aspects of the partnership will be 

remembered and celebrated, including new initiatives in health and education, a youth trip to Guatemala, 

and much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


