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“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, Born to Set Thy People Free”

What about preaching the Road to Emmaus during Advent and Christmas, so we connect the unimaginable
and wonderful gifts of God? Finding myself preaching at the last minute, I ended up using the Emmaus Road
passage with a Christmas passage and found deep meaning in combining the two. Incarnation/God’s coming
into the world and salvation are joined together. 

John’s Gospel binds these together. It describes how God/the Word has come to live in our neighborhood
or pitch his tent among us. Other gospels describe Jesus  as Emanuel, “God with us.” This is more than the
celebration of a beautiful baby.  God in Jesus has come to bring us closer to God, challenge the way we live,
and heal our brokeness and the brokeness of the world. Jesus Christ came to make us new creations, die for
us, forgive our sins, and rise to give us abundant life now and in eternity. This Christmas news is fantastic
and wonderful!

How is that good news being celebrated in our world? It seems everyone celebrates Santa Claus. My satellite
radio had two stations for Christmas music. As I continued to flip through the channels, I almost never heard
a sacred song. I heard, “I wish you a Merry Christmas,” “I will be home for Christmas,”  “Rudolph,”
“Frosty,” and many more. It made me realize that many children are not growing up knowing the Christmas
story, its songs, and its faith meaning. “Silent Night, Holy Night . . .Christ the Savior is born.” As a child,
I learned the story and its implications over and over from our songs ~ songs that are only sung in church.

How are we sharing Christmas, the cross, and resurrection with our secular world? The January lectionary
in John tells the story of Jesus calling his first disciple. “Come and see” was Jesus’ invitation to the first two
disciples and to us. His early disciples invited others with the same invitation, “come and see.” How are we
giving this invitation to others, as individuals, and as a church? It has caused me to reflect on who in my life
brought me to Jesus or closer to Jesus. I decided to write to some “Christ-bearers” to thank them. It has made
me reflect on how I am doing as a bearer of good news. How have I been invited to “come and see” and how
have I invited others? 

One way we as disciples can say “come and see” is through inviting people to church, where people can hear
the good news and be part of a loving, Christian community. Those that study churches say that almost 70%
to 90% of the people that come to churches the first and even the second time, come because of a personal
invitation. Yet often, when I ask church members, Sessions, and congregations how many people have
invited someone, few hands go up.  Personal invitation is still the best tool for encouraging someone to come
to church.

I had a seminary friend that said her boss had consistently invited her to his family’s church for six  months
before she attended. Then he continued to invite her for another nine months before she went back the
second time. After the second time, she didn’t miss a Sunday, and later became a pastor. I would have
probably stopped after the second or third time. “Come and see” should be our consistent message.   
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Another way the early disciples invited people to “come and see” was through their testimony about Jesus.
Andrew said to Peter, “We have found the Messiah.”  Philip said to Nathanael, “We have found him, about
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets wrote.” When Nathanael objected,  Philip didn’t agure with him.
He just said, “come and see.” Even the Samaritan woman testified and invited the village to “come and see.”

Sometimes I think that we don’t share our stories/testify with others because we don’t reflect on our stories
and how God has been active in our lives. We don’t share them at church. Many elders say one of the best
meetings of the year is when new elders join and share their faith stories. What if in every Sunday School
class, Session and/or Bible study, the gathering started by having one or two people share their faith story
or one way in which God has been or is active in their lives? Maybe in sharing our stories and listening to
others, it would help us grow in faith and in Christ’s love. Maybe in sharing our stories at church, it would
make others a stronger part of our lives, and make it easier to share with others.

Have your new year’s resolutions included ways in which you will be sharing your stories, sharing the good 
news and the difference following Jesus has made in your life? Will those resolutions also include inviting
others to “come and see?” How will these reflect ways you want to grow in faith and share that with others?
What we put in our resolutions shows our priorities.

Peace,

Bobbi


