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“You are the Body of Christ and individually members of it.”

“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member, but of many. If the foot would say, ‘Because I am not
a hand, I do not belong to the body, that would not make it any less a part of the body.’ . Or an ear  . . .
or an eye . . .  If one member suffers, all suffer together with it.”  (1 Corinthians 12: 27, 14, 26)

The Administrative Board charged a group of ten people with the task of recommending a new presbytery
committee structure. Before determining the committee structure, the group needed to clearly articulate and
understand the vision/mission of the presbytery. They identified that “Being the Body of Christ” is the most
important thing about who we should be.  Our relationship in Christ is “who” we are and it is because of our
relationship together as the “Body of Christ” that we do what we do. It is our commitment and obedience
to Christ that defines our life together and our witness. 

If our relationship with each other as followers of Christ is what determines our life and ministry together,
then building healthy relationships needs to be a major priority. Mutual support and respect strengthens us
individually as pastors, leaders and members, and strengthens the impact of our ministry for Christ. 

Last weekend, I had the privilege to spend some time with the Malawi Mission Team at their overnight
retreat. The team members shared their call, prayers, and dreams of what the mission would mean. I was
amazed how God would put together people with such rich and varied backgrounds - ages 21 to 70, small
church and large church, different theological perspectives, all committed to learn from the Christians in
Malawi and strengthen the church’s witness of healing and education.  I heard  people  pray that “we can
be witnesses as the Body of Christ” and that “together with the Malawians, we will be the "Body of Christ."
They felt like family.

Maybe being the Body of Christ is like family. In most real families, there are people that disagree on
important issues. In our Reformed faith, we believe God chooses us and puts us together. What a rag tag
group we are. Malawi, being only one place we witness, reminded me of how the Holy Spirit works through
our being the "Body of Christ."

Ten years ago, before the first team was leaving for Malawi, Dr. Barbara Nagy wrote that even though we
were bringing two doctors, what she really needed was an electrician and a plumber. We thought this was
an absurd, crazy request at the last minute. Then one member, Tommy Burleson, said he could do that and
another pastor said he also had some experience in that area. It was obviously the work of the Holy Spirit.
Sometimes, the body needs two doctors, two pastors, an electrician and a plumber, an 81 year-old woman
basketball coach, and a couple of brick carriers, a leg, an arm, an eye and an ear.

Why do people go to Malawi? Because individually, we feel called.  As a Presbytery, we have felt that our
mission in Malawi is one of the places that God wants us to go and be witnesses to God’s great love. We
go to support  healing in the hospital and education in the school. But we also go because together, we are
a part of the "Body of Christ."

Sometimes, I wish we all thought alike.  Maybe we could all be eyes. If we were all eyes, I am sure we
would be disagreeing with the way the ears perceived the world.  I wish we agreed on the ways to do things,
our theology, the ministries we felt were important, the way to interpret scripture, and what we saw and
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heard.  Obviously, my job would be so much easier if this were the case! However, that is not the way God
brings us together. He has equipped each of us with gifts. We are tax collectors and zealots, along with
fishermen and women, the rich and the poor, all in the same group of followers of Christ. Each of us is
struggling to be a faithful witness where we are planted. We are planted now as the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina. I think this is the richness of who we are and how we perceive the world and God’s calling
that makes us more faithful as the Body of Christ.

I used to ask God why couldn’t everyone read scripture and come to the same interpretation.  God gave me
a list of things that have changed because of people’s struggle. The message was only as we wrestle together
with scripture and the Holy Spirit, do we hear God’s voice. What if  the way we serve together, when we
disagree, is God’s measurement of our faithfulness? This was certainly part of Jesus’ prayer in the Gospel
of John.

Several days ago, I was at a church. As they described how different individuals shared their gifts, they
started naming people and what they contributed to the church. One person was always inviting people to
come.  Another was an organizer. Someone else did the website. Another slipped into the church to do
cleaning. Someone gathered others to cook for mission. There was a decorator, someone read scripture well,
and others built up the body in different ways. There were arms and legs, ears and eyes, all doing their part
for Christ’s ministry. The focus was on Christ. That's our calling.

We are called by God to be witnesses, evangelists, administrators, teachers, encouragers, cooks, people who
invite others, web-masters,  and so on, to build up the "Body of Christ." Even though we might not all be
alike.

My prayer is that we will struggle always together - to be ears and eyes, hands and feet, and that we can
realize God calls people together who do not agree, but are called to the work of ministry.  We are the "Body
of Christ." It is God’s doing. Praise be to God!

Peace,

Bobbi


