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The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
    114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655

To: Members of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
From: Bert Sigmon, Stated Clerk
Date: July 18, 2014
Re: One Hundred First Stated Meeting of Presbytery

The quarterly stated meeting of Presbytery is quickly approaching!  This meeting will be held Tuesday, July
29, 2014, at Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church, Swannanoa.

Beginning at 8:30 a.m., the following activities will take place in Warren Wilson Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall:

C Registration - Parlor (Sanctuary)-  Lunch tickets will be sold during this time at a cost of
$8.00 per person. Meal tickets must be purchased prior to 11:00 a.m.!

C Prayer before Presbytery - Fellowship Hall, Room 207
C Elder Orientation - Fellowship Hall, Room 204

If you have prayer requests, please place them on the Clerk’s table before 11:00 a.m.

Remember that for the 2014 year, churches S through Z are entitled to an additional elder. 
Commissioner representation is based on active membership figures taken from the 2012 Statistical Report.
Congregations are entitled to ruling elder commissioners based on the following active membership (BO: G-
1.0402), as shown on the 2011 statistical report:

        0 - 250 members - 1
    251 - 750 members - 2
  751 - 1250 members - 3
1251 - 1750 members - 4

To request an excused absence, please e-mail (mpuckett@presbyterywnc.org), fax (828/437-8655) or phone
(828/438-4217) the Presbytery Office by Monday, April 28, 2014.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:
For GPS purposes, the address of the Warren Wilson Chapel is 701 Warren Wilson Road.

Directions to Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church from Asheville and points west:
• Take I-40 East to exit 55. (This is the first exit after I-240 merges with I-40.)
• Go left at the bottom of the ramp, and proceed approximately 1/2 mile to a light at a 

T intersection. There will be a Citgo station directly in front of you.
• Go right at the light onto Highway 70 and proceed approx. 2 miles to the first light.  There will be

a Shell station on your left.
• Turn left at the Shell station onto Warren Wilson Road.  Proceed 1.7 miles.  After you pass under

a footbridge, take the first left, opposite the north entrance to Warren Wilson College, onto
Chapel Drive.  The Chapel will be directly in front of you.  (Slow down quickly after you pass
under the footbridge.  The left turn comes up fast and is on a sharp bend in the road.)  

• Parking stewards will then assist you in finding parking.  
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Directions to Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church from Asheville and points east:
• Take I-40 west to exit 59.  Turn right at the end of the ramp. 
• Proceed approx. 1/2 mile to a T intersection.  There will be a BP station/Subway sandwich shop

directly in front of you.    
• Turn left at the T intersection, onto Highway 70, and proceed 1.9 miles to a stop light with a Shell

station on your right.
• Turn right at the Shell station onto Warren Wilson Road. Proceed 1.7 miles.  After you pass under

a footbridge take the first left, opposite the north entrance to Warren Wilson College, onto Chapel
Drive.  The Chapel will be directly in front of you.  (Slow down quickly after you pass under the
footbridge.  The left turn comes up fast and is on a sharp bend in the road.)  

• Parking stewards will then assist you in finding parking.   
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
114 Silver Creek Road ~ Morganton, North Carolina 28655 ~ 828 438-4217 ~ FAX 828 437-8655

NEWCOMER’S GUIDE TO PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

WELCOME!
Despite rumors to the contrary, many really do enjoy the time of fellowship and sharing when our
Presbytery meets. However, if you have not been to such a meeting before, it may seem a little
confusing at first. It is hoped that this guide will make your participation more meaningful. For at
Presbytery meetings, we have good news to share, successes to celebrate, helpful resources to publicize,
important (and some not so important) decisions to make, plans to approve, and a wonderful family of
110 congregations to get to know better.

WHAT IS A PRESBYTERY?
A Presbytery is the key governing body in our denomination. There are 173 Presbyteries in the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Ours includes all the PCUSA congregations with nearly 19,000 members in
23 counties in the western part of North Carolina. It consists of all the active Teaching Elders and at
least one Ruling Elder from each congregation (larger ones have additional Ruling Elders). Various
procedures ensure that there is approximately an equal number of Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders;
both are known as commissioners and they have an equal vote. It is vital that each congregation be
represented by its Ruling Elder(s)!

WHAT DOES A PRESBYTERY DO?
A Presbytery is responsible for the mission and government of the Church throughout its area. “In
partnership with Sessions, the mission of our Presbytery is to foster vital and faithful congregations to
be effective witnesses for Jesus Christ.” By combining resources, Presbytery can help each church
improve its ministry by assisting with the calling of pastors, teacher training, grants and loans, officer
development, camping, mission trips, and many other support services.

WHEN DOES PRESBYTERY MEET?
There are four full-day stated (regular) meetings, generally towards the end of the months of January
(Saturday), April (Tuesday at the Montreat Conference Center), July (Tuesday), and October (for either
one or one-and-a-half days, sometimes at one of our churches or an appropriate conference center).
Special meetings at other times can be called, and Presbytery committees meet throughout the year.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AT THIS MEETING?
All commissioners will receive, in advance, a packet of reports, proposed actions and background
information. Other papers (generally called “Addenda”) will be handed out when you register. Please
read these carefully, and be prepared, since these papers will only be referred to during the meeting
before a committee chair (with some explanation) moves adoption of an action.

In general, these things will occur:

1. Celebration: We will worship together with hymns, prayers, Scripture, preaching and the
Lord’s Supper. We will also welcome new Teaching Elders, commission teams on
mission trips (especially to Guatemala and Malawi), give thanks for special
achievements, and pledge ourselves to better mission and witness. Join in the fellowship
of committed Christians.
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2. Information: You will learn about lots of events and opportunities to share with your
Session and congregation: new programs, mission plans, available resources, etc. Be a
good communicator when you are back home.

3. Education: You will hear from missionaries, as well as leaders of our colleges, children’s
homes, camps and other institutions; Presbytery officials and Teaching Elders joining our
Presbytery. There is always much to learn.

4. Presbytery Procedures: Much is fairly routine: adoption of the docket (order of
consideration), approval of minutes, receiving reports, etc. Several routine housekeeping
matters are put together in a “Consent Agenda” (formerly referred to as the “Omnibus
Motion”), which is voted on as a unit (but you can remove any item for later discussion).
Though rather unexciting, these matters are necessary. 

5. Debate and Action: At most meetings, there will be a few items that deserve extensive
discussion. Though each recommendation has been reviewed by a committee or the
Administrative Board, it should nevertheless be carefully considered before you decide
how to vote. If you do not understand what is happening, please ask the Moderator to
explain the matter currently before the Presbytery. If you want to offer a motion, the
Stated Clerk would be glad to help you draft it. Don’t worry about parliamentary
procedure. Your role is to listen carefully, share in the debate, if you feel led to do so,
and then vote as the Holy Spirit leads you to understand what is best for Christ’s Church.

It is a privilege and responsibility to help guide this part of the Church of Jesus Christ. Be prepared.
Listen. Pray. Take notes. Report back home. Remember that you are helping our Presbytery in a much
valued and vital way to build up the Body of Christ, to the greater glory of our Lord. 

(Prepared by James Aydelotte,  former Stated Clerk, with thanks to Providence Presbytery in South
Carolina.)

PRESBYTERY MEETING DATES

July 29, 2014 Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church

October 25, 2014 Unity Presbyterian Church

January 31, 2015 Gastonia Area Presbyterians

April 28, 2015 Montreat Conference Center

July 28, 2015 Trinity Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville

October 31, 2015 TBA

updated 07/16/2014
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RULES FOR DEBATE

1. When any commissioner wishes to speak (other than to second a motion, which can be done from one’s
chair), he or she shall go to one of the floor microphones and seek recognition from the Moderator.

2. When recognized, the commissioner shall state his or her name and position in Presbytery before
contributing to the debate.

3. All remarks should be addressed to the Moderator, should be confined to the merits of the pending
question, and must not attack a commissioner’s motives.

4. If several commissioners are standing at microphones waiting to speak to the same motion, the
Moderator shall attempt to alternate pro and con speakers.

5. All proposed amendments (other than a few consecutive words) must be submitted in writing to the
Stated Clerk, preferably in advance of making a motion.

6. If time for further study or consultation is desired before a vote is taken, commissioners shall ordinarily
offer the motion to Postpone to a Particular Time, instead of a motion to Lay on the Table.

7. If a commissioner wishes to end an ongoing debate,
a. he or she must go to a floor microphone and obtain recognition from the Moderator;
b. when recognized, he or she may move the previous question;
c. another commissioner must second this motion (can be done from one’s chair, without

recognition);
d. the Moderator shall immediately conduct a standing vote on this motion to cut off further debate;

[Note: The above is Robert’s Rules as is enjoined by our constitution (Book of
Order, G-3.0105). However, this Presbytery chooses to follow the Parliamentary
Procedures of the General Assembly, which give the Moderator some discretion
in this matter. “The Moderator is in a position to refuse premature closure of
debate by a member through the use of the motion to ‘call the question.’ If, in
the Moderator’s judgement, the assembly has not completed debate, the
Moderator has the power to refuse the motion to close debate.”]

e. if there is a two-thirds affirmative vote to end debate, the Moderator shall immediately conduct
a vote on the motion before the Presbytery.

8. The substitute motion is a form of amendment applied when the desire is to amend a motion in several
different, nonconsecutive places. It also is used when the text to be amended is longer than a paragraph.
The following procedure may be used (at the Moderator’s discretion) after a substitute motion is made.
a. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the main motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
b. The Moderator calls for perfecting (improving) amendments to the substitute motion. The

amendments may be debated. Nothing else is in order.
c. The Moderator puts the question: “Shall the substitute motion replace the main motion?” At this

time, the merits of both the main motion and the substitute motion may be debated, but no
further amendments are in order.

d. The Moderator takes vote on the above question.
1. If the question is approved, the main motion disappears and the substitute motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote.
2. If the question is defeated, the substitute motion disappears and the main motion is

before the assembly for further debate and vote. 

101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
July 29, 2014     Page 7 of 129



PRESBYTERY REPORTING PROCESS

EVERY MEETING
Worship including Celebration of Lord's Supper
Administrative Board
Stated Clerk

(January Necrology of Elders and Ministers)
(July Summary Report of Church Membership
and Attendance)

Committee on Ministry
(July Reporting of Pastor Salaries)

Preparation for Ministry
Budget & Finance 

(January - Budget Approval)
(April - Report of Annual Audit)

Nominating
Church Celebrations
General Presbyter
Educational Time or Presentation

JANUARY
Discipleship Division

Christian Education 
(Day Retreat & Let’s Celebrate)

Youth
Division of Operation

Personnel
Vote on Amendments to Constitution 

(odd years only)
Witness Division

Hunger Committee (Souper Bowl & One
Great Hour of Sharing)

APRIL
Witness Division

Mission Teams
Operation Division
Discipleship Division

Joint Outdoor Ministries Committee
Youth

Support Division
Small Membership Churches

Nominating Committee
Vote on Amendments to Constitution (if needed)

(odd years only)
Leadership Division

Stewardship 
Presbyterian Women

JULY
Witness Division

Self Development of People
Support Division
Discipleship Division

Christian Education (Let's Celebrate)
Youth

Election of Future Moderator
Reports from General Assembly Commissioners

(even years only)
Reports from Synod Commissioners
Local church giving, previous years membership and

worship attendance reported
Leadership Division 

SL/CLP Recognition
Stewardship

Support Division
CCP (Honorable Retirement, Years of

Service)

OCTOBER
Operation Division
Discipleship Division

Joint Outdoors Ministries Committee
Youth
Campus Ministry

Witness Division
Evangelism & Church Development

Election of Synod Commissioners
Election of G.A. Commissioners (odd years only)
Institutions and Agencies

Grandfather Home for Children
Black Mtn Home for Children, Youth, and
Families

Approved April 24, 2012
Presbytery Meeting at Montreat Conference Center
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Seeking to be Faithful Together:
Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement

In a spirit of trust and love, we promise we will…

Give them
a hearing…
listen before we
answer

John 7:51 and
Proverbs 18:13

1 Treat each other respectfully so as to build trust, believing that we all
desire to be faithful to Jesus the Christ;
_ we will keep our conversations and communications open for candid and

forthright exchange,
_ we will not ask questions or make statements in a way which will intimidate

or judge others.

2 Learn about various positions on the topic of disagreement.

3 State what we think we heard and ask for clarification before
responding, in an effort to be sure we understand each other.

Speak the truth
in love

Ephesians 4:15

4 Share our concerns directly with individuals or groups with whom we
have disagreements in a spirit of love and respect in keeping with Jesus’
teachings.

5 Focus on ideas and suggestions instead of questioning people’s motives,
intelligence or integrity;
_ we will not engage in name-calling or labelling of others prior to, during, or

following the discussion.

6 Share our personal experiences about the subject of disagreement so that
others may more fully understand our concerns.

Maintain the
unity of the
spirit in the
bond of peace

Ephesians 4:3

7 Indicate where we agree with those of other viewpoints as well as where
we disagree.

8 Seek to stay in community with each other though the discussion may be
vigorous and full of tension;
_ we will be ready to forgive and be forgiven.

9 Follow these additional guidelines when we meet in decision-making
bodies:
_ urge persons of various points of view to speak and promise to listen to these

positions seriously;
_ seek conclusions informed by our points of agreement;
_ be sensitive to the feelings and concerns of those who do not agree with the

majority and respect their rights of conscience;
_ abide by the decision of the majority, and if we disagree with it and wish to

change it, work for that change in ways which are consistent with these
Guidelines.

10 Include our disagreement in our prayers, not praying for the triumph of
our viewpoints, but seeking God’s grace to listen attentively, to speak
clearly, and to remain open to the vision God holds for us all.

Adopted by the 204th General Assembly (1992) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for use by sessions and congregations
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PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN
 NORTH CAROLINA

GUIDE TO WORSHIP AND WORK

ONE HUNDRED FIRST STATED MEETING
JULY 29, 2014

Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church
Swannanoa, North Carolina

 

101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
July 29, 2014     Page 10 of 129



ONE HUNDRED FIRST STATED MEETING  
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

JULY 29, 2014

8:30 Registration (Parlor)
8:30 Prayers before Presbytery (Fellowship Hall-Room 207)

Orientation for New Elders (Fellowship Hall Room 204) Barbara Ross

9:00 Convene with Prayer of Invocation and Hymn Jim Henderson, Moderator
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Welcome Moderator of 221  General Assembly Jim Hendersonst

(Dr. Heath Rada, Elder, Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church)

Welcome from Warren Wilson College Paula Garrett
VP of Academic Affairs

Words of Welcome Steve Runholt, Pastor
Warren Wilson Pres. Church

Appointment of Standing Committees Jim Henderson, Moderator
Resolution of Thanks  

Rev. Esta Jarrett, Canton Presbyterian Church

Bills and Overtures
Rev. Feild Russell, Banner Elk Presbyterian Church

Tellers
Ruling and Teaching Elders from Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church

Certification of Quorum Bert Sigmon, Stated Clerk
Approval of Docket
Consent Agenda   A 
(Consent Agenda is a consent motion. Any commissioner may pull any item from the consent agenda for any reason.
Simply state the item to be removed from the Consent Agenda and it will be dealt with as part of the committee
report from which it was drawn.)

Stated Clerk’s Report B
(Report of Administrative Commissions; Annual Report from Committee on Representation) 

Reports Submitted for Information and/or Included in the Omnibus
Budget and Finance Committee BB
Reports from Commissioners to 221st General Assembly JJ
(Rev. Terry Hanna, Rev. Bobbi White, Rev. Sam Warner, Jay Crane, Heath Rada, Helen Hall
and David Smith)

Personnel Committee Report FF
Hunger Committee Report R

9:25 Service of Worship, including Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  
Preacher: Dr. Heath Rada, Moderator 221  General Assemblyst

Scripture: 
Sermon:
Worship Planners: Kathy Campbell, Jane Vann and Steve Runholt
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10:25 Youth (5minutes) Evelyn Coleman Y
(Report from Youth Mission Trip to Guatemala and Presbyterian Youth Council)Beth Gunn

Christian Education Committee (10 minutes) Dwight ChristenburyW
( Let’s Celebrate, Pastors Retreat, and  Resource Center)

Administrative Board (15 minutes) Don Scofield C
(Mission/Capital Campaign Feasibility Study; Hendersonville Administrative Commission)

Committee on Ministry (30 minutes)  Mark Ramsey D
Cam Murchison and Kevin Frederick

(Recognition of ministers with 25 and 50 years of ministry; ministers retiring; work of the committee, Introduction of
new ministers, Commissioning of Lay Pastors - John Hall, Beth Hall, Will Upchurch, Bob Ayala and Marla Patchel)

Honorably Retired 50 Years in Ministry 25 Years in Ministry
Calvin Lewers Rev. James S. Hornsby Rev. Stephen M. Austin
Rev. William L. Kirk Rev. David Kennedy Rev. Dr. J. Mark Stanley
Rev. David McKee Rev. Dr. Gregory M. Grana Rev. Jean Goodwin

Rev. W. Flemon McIntosh, Jr.

School for the Laity/Commissioned Lay Pastors(10 min) Fred VanItallie OO
Katie Adams (Kenilworth)
Sandy Blackwelder (Charlotte Pres.)
Elizabeth Hall (Grassy Creek)

John H. Hall (Grassy Creek)
Laqreshia A. Harley(Salem Pres.)
James Harley (Salem Pres.

Everett M. Thomas
William Upchurch Jr.(Cherryville First)
Robert Ward 

Peace and Justice Committee (5 minutes) Steve Elderbrock
(Promotion of Peacemaking Offering and encourage greater Anne Morgan
 participation by congregations and Earth Care Information)

Campus Ministry Committee (5minutes) Steve Runholt

Missions Committee (7-10 minutes) S
(Work of the committee, Malawi Mission Team Report, 20 Yr Celebration of Guatemala Partnership)

Report from Barbara Nagy (10-15 minutes) Barbara Nagy

Report of the General Presbyter (5 minutes) Bobbi White GP

*12:25Prayers of Intercession Jean Goodwin
(Please submit requested prayers of intercession to the Stated Clerk’s table before 11:00 a.m.)

*12:30 Lunch (Fellowship)
*1:30 Reconvene with Hymn & Prayer Moderator

1:35 Highlights for 221  General Assemblyst

Reports from the General Assembly Commissioners (45 minutes) JJ
(Teaching Elders: Terry Hanna, Sam Warner, and Bobbi White; Ruling Elders: Jay Crane, Heath Rada and Helen
Hall; YAD: David Smith)

Benediction and Adjournment

* Denotes Order of the Day
Anyone who is to appear before the Presbytery in the morning needs to be present when the  meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.
Anyone who is to appear before the Presbytery in the afternoon needs to be present by at least 11:00 a.m. in case the agenda
moves quickly and agenda items are moved forward. 

Before you are to speak, please come forward so the assembly does not have to be delayed.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JULY
17 Personnel Committee Morganton, First
17-23 Guatemala Youth Mission Trip
28 Board of Pensions Reception for Retired Ministers Black MountainCANCELLED
29 101st STATED MEETING OF PRESBYTERY Warren Wilson

Let's Celebrate Task Force (during lunch)
AUGUST
4 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
5 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
11 Nominating Committee Morganton, First
13 Administrative Board Morganton, First
20 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First
26 Presbyterian Foundation Forum for Small Churches Lincolnton, First
28 Presbyterian Foundation Forum for Small Churches Marion, First

SEPTEMBER
1 PRESBYTERY OFFICE CLOSED ~ LABOR DAY
6 Presbyterian Women’s Fall Gathering Morganton, First
8 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
9 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
10 Administrative Board Morganton, First
11 Christian Education Committee
12-13 Church Leadership School Retreat William Black Lodge
13 Presbyterian Women’s Fall Gathering Canton Presbyterian Church
13 Let’s Celebrate...Taste of Community with Dr. Rodger Nishioka    Morganton, First
15 Nominating Committee Morganton, First
17 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First
24 Validated Ministry Sub-Committee Black Mountain
25 Smaller Membership Church Committee Black Mountain
28 High School Rally Montreat, Upper Anderson
29 - October 1 Pastor’s Retreat William Black Lodge
30 Board of Pensions Seminar - Getting in Shape Fiscally Morganton, First

OCTOBER
1 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF REPORTS FOR OCTOBER PRESBYTERY MEETING
6 Examinations Committee Morganton, First
7 Committee on Ministry Morganton, First
8 Administrative Board Morganton, First
9 Sacred Trust Relational Boundaries Asheville, First
15 Committee on Preparation for Ministry Morganton, First
25 102  STATED MEETING OF PRESBYTERY Unity, Denvernd

Please note that Presbytery Standing Rules “do not” allow any distribution of materials at Presbytery meetings
without prior approval from the Administrative Board.  Also, please turn off or silence cell phones during Presbytery
worship times. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

The Administrative Board reaffirms its policy that there will be no photography, audio or video recording, including
all electronic devices, during a Presbytery meeting without the prior approval of the Presbytery.

2014 Presbytery Meetings
July 29, 2014 ~ Warren Wilson 

Presbyterian Church
October 25, 2014 ~Unity Presbyterian Church

2015 Presbytery Meetings
January 31, 2015 ~ Gastonia Area Presbyterians
April 28, 2015 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 28, 2015 ~ Trinity Presbyterian Church,

Hendersonville
October 31, 2015 ~ TBA
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A
CONSENT AGENDA

(formerly Omnibus Motion)
For the purpose of expediting some of Presbytery's decisions which are routine and non-
controversial, a Consent Agenda will be used.  These motions are included throughout the packet. 

PLEASE READ THESE MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY!

Matters may be removed from the Consent Agenda when:
A. Any member of the governing body requests removal of an item included in the CA

whereupon that item shall be removed and presented to the governing body as part of the
report from which it originated.

B. When the Consent Agenda is presented on the floor, opportunity shall be given for members
of the governing body to request, without comment or debate, for removal of specific items
from the CA.

A FAVORABLE VOTE ON THE CA SHALL BE RECORDED AS A
FAVORABLE VOTE ON ALL MATTERS INCLUDED IN THE MOTION. 
THEREFORE, PLEASE READ AND PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER ALL
MOTIONS BEFORE PRESBYTERY.

*****************************
THAT THE CONSENT AGENDA, INCLUDING THE FOLLOWING

 RECOMMENDATIONS, BE ADOPTED:

RECOMMENDATIONS 1 thru 11 FROM THE 
STATED CLERK'S REPORT

(See Stated Clerk's Report (B) for contents of recommendations.)

RECOMMENDATIONS III. A thru F, FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY’S
REPORT

(See Committee on Ministry’s Report (D) for contents of recommendations.)
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B-1

THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
STATED CLERK'S REPORT

William A. (Bert) Sigmon, Stated Clerk
July 29, 2014

The Stated Clerk presents the following:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

CA  1. THAT Jim Henderson, Bert Sigmon, and Robbin Buchanan be requested to prepare
the minutes of this Presbytery meeting for approval at the October 25, 2014 Presbytery
meeting.

CA 2. THAT the minutes of the April 29, 2014 Stated Meeting of Presbytery be approved as
submitted. (The full set, including appendices, of these minutes is available for review at
the Stated Clerk's table.)

CA 3. THAT the Presbytery accept the report of membership and worship statistics as
submitted by the Sessions on the Annual Statistical Report. (Stated Clerk Attachment 1 -
Membership Statistics and Stated Clerk Attachment 2 - Worship Statistics)

CA 4. THAT the minutes of the installation and/or ordination of the following be placed into
the record of Presbytery:

Rebecca Sue Jones
Katherine Blankenship

CA 4. THAT the July 29, 2014 report of the Administrative Commission for the New Vision,
Conover New Church Development be received and entered into the permanent record
of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 3)

CA 5. THAT the July 29, 2014 report of the Administrative Commission for the First
Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton be received and entered into the permanent record
of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 3 )

CA 6. THAT the July 29, 2014 Report of the Administrative Commission for the West
Asheville Presbyterian Church be received and entered into the permanent record of
the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 4 )

CA 7. THAT the July 29, 2014 report of the Administrative Commission for the Korean
Presbyterian Church be received and entered into the permanent record of the
Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 4)

CA 8. THAT the July 29, 2014 report of the Administrative Commission for the First
Presbyterian Church, Franklin be received and entered into the permanent record of
the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 4)
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CA 9. THAT the July 29, 2014 Report of the Administrative Commission for the Cullowhee 

Presbyterian Church and Campus Ministry be received and entered into the
permanent record of the Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 5)

CA 10. THAT the July 29, 2014 report of the Administrative Commission for First
Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville be received and entered into the permanent
record of the Presbytery and its motion to be addressed through the Administrative
Board Report. (Administrative Board Attachment 1)

CA 11. THAT the Administrative Commission for the Riceville Presbyterian Church, having
completed their work, be dissolved, effective Tuesday, July 29, 2014, with the thanks
of Presbytery for its good work.

FOR INFORMATION:

13. The 102nd stated meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will be held

on Saturday, October 25, 2014, at the Unity Presbyterian Church in Denver, North

Carolina.

15. THAT the following Session Records for 2013 were submitted and approved on May

3, 2014, at a Session Records Review held at the New Hope Presbyterian Church,

Gastonia.

Belmont, First

Bessemer City, First

Cherryville, First

Dixon

Gastonia, First

Ironton

John Knox

Long Creek

Love's Chapel

Lowell

New Hope, Gastonia

Olney

Robinson Memorial

Ryburn Memorial

Third Street

Union

West Avenue

16. THAT the following Session Records for 2013 were submitted and approved on June

7, 2014, at a Session Records Review held at the Crossnore Presbyterian Church,

Crossnore.

Black Mountain

Bryson City, First

Conley Memorial

Crossnore

Etowah

Fletcher

Grassy Creek

Lenoir, First

Micaville

Newland

Pineola

Walnut Grove

Westminster

17. THAT the following Session Records for 2013 were submitted and approved on

Saturday, July 12, 2014, at a Session Records Review, held at the First Presbyterian

Church, Morganton:

Arbor Dale

Brevard-Davidson River

Buladean

Canton

Columbus

Dulatown
101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
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Fairview

Franklin, First

Grace Covenant

Hickory, First

Highlands

Kenilworth

Lincolnton, First

Marion, First

Northminster

Oakwood

Reems Creek-Beech

Sherrill's Ford

Shiloh

Siloam

Union Mills

United

16. THAT the following Session Records for 2013 have not been reviewed and are

delinquent in meeting the requirements of the 2013-2015 Book of Order.

Brittains Cove (2006-2013)

Ellenboro (2006-2013)

Estatoa

Forest City, First

Glen Alpine

Good Hope

Green Mountain

Jack's Creek

Kings Mountain, First

Korean Pres Ch (2006-2013)

Mills River

New Hope, Asheville

Oak Forest

Old Fort (2006-2013)

Paint Gap (2010-2013)

Pine Street (2006-2013)

Ridgeview (2006-2013)

Spindale (2009-2013)

Vians Valley

Walnut (2010-2013)

17. THAT the following dates have been set for 2014, 2015 and 2016 Presbytery

Meetings:

2014

July 29, 2014 ~ Warren Wilson Presbyterian Church

October 25, 2014 ~ Unity Presbyterian Church

2015

January 31, 2015 ~  Gastonia Area Presbyterians, Gastonia

April 28, 2015 ~ Montreat Conference Center

July 28, 2015 ~  Trinity Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville

October 31, 2015 ~ TBA

2016

January 30, 2016 ~ 

April 26, 2016 ~ Montreat Conference Center

July 26, 2016 ~ Grandfather Home for Children

October 25, 2016 ~ 
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July 29, 2014     Page 17 of 129



STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 1
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

(Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

ARBOR DALE 156 163 164 167 147 135 143 126 129 128 127 (1) (8) (29)
ASHEVILLE FIRST 831 831 827 827 822 771 790 793 789 736 755 19 (16) (76)
BANNER ELK 232 239 243 250 251 222 239 215 199 186 181 (5) (41) (51)
BELMONT FIRST 592 516 547 568 595 622 641 655 684 718 740 22 118 148
BESSEMER CITY 41 41 40 40 39 39 39 36 35 35 33 (2) (6) (8)
BLACK MOUNTAIN 723 736 676 652 624 566 568 590 620 657 679 22 113 (44)
BREVARD DAVIDSON RIVER 710 662 662 671 648 601 559 552 521 491 495 4 (106) (215)
BRIDGEWATER 34 34 45 45 43 40 40 39 39 37 44 7 4 10
BRITTAIN 67 66 62 60 60 56 58 58 54 54 52 (2) (4) (15)
BRITTAINS COVE 42 43 47 46 45 44 44 43 42 45 43 (2) (1) 1
BRYSON CITY 101 101 101 107 117 95 95 103 103 87 90 3 (5) (11)
BULADEAN 23 22 19 19 18 23 19 19 20 21 18 (3) (5) (5)
BURNSVILLE FIRST 90 102 119 129 144 157 165 184 185 188 195 7 38 105
CALVARY 48 48 52 52 52 53 55 56 56 58 60 2 7 12
CANTON 68 68 67 67 61 47 49 58 55 52 53 1 6 (15)
CHERRYVILLE FIRST 376 335 341 358 329 308 315 315 319 303 310 7 2 (66)
CLINCHFIELD 36 36 33 29 32 28 25 24 22 20 20 0 (8) (16)
COLUMBUS 157 154 126 129 117 116 114 116 116 124 148 24 32 (9)
CONLEY MEMORIAL 34 32 31 29 25 25 26 25 26 10 12 2 (13) (22)
CROSSNORE 85 85 68 70 53 53 70 79 88 94 107 13 54 22
DALLAS FIRST 68 67 52 48 47 55 53 57 62 62 71 9 16 3
DIXON 66 71 56 61 62 61 61 61 71 72 76 4 15 10
DORLAND MEMORIAL 29 28 28 28 31 33 33 29 27 27 26 (1) (7) (3)
DULATOWN 121 127 127 127 124 117 135 139 136 132 125 (7) 8 4
DUNCAN'S CREEK 61 61 61 61 61 61 61 51 51 30 34 4 (27) (27)
ELLENBORO  20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 7 (13) (13) (13)
ETOWAH 63 63 62 62 60 59 59 72 75 52 55 3 (4) (8)
FAIRVIEW  95 107 119 122 126 122 128 127 128 133 101 (32) (21) 6
FLETCHER 68 64 64 68 70 70 69 69 70 67 68 1 (2) 0
FOREST CITY FIRST 99 91 90 93 96 95 91 88 82 81 83 2 (12) (16)
FRANKLIN FIRST 193 198 199 199 180 180 183 174 157 153 138 (15) (42) (55)
GASTONIA FIRST 1483 1315 1321 1277 1231 1197 1156 1147 1089 1077 1065 (12) (132) (418)
GLEN ALPINE 15 15 15 18 21 21 20 20 18 18 15 (3) (6) 0
GOOD HOPE 22 22 22 16 17 17 23 22 23 21 21 0 4 (1)
GRACE COVENANT 605 638 639 635 660 666 674 667 700 635 653 18 (13) 48
GRASSY CREEK 56 54 51 39 39 38 36 30 29 32 29 (3) (9) (27)
GREEN MOUNTAIN 36 33 33 31 16 17 17 20 21 21 15 (6) (2) (21)
GREEN STREET 54 54 55 54 51 46 38 43 51 51 48 (3) 2 (6)
HAYESVILLE 32 32 39 40 42 36 36 30 31 37 35 (2) (1) 3
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 1
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

(Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

HENDERSONVILLE 517 534 533 533 545 543 527 497 475 446 465 19 (78) (52)
HICKORY FIRST 974 996 895 893 836 859 848 829 820 837 854 17 (5) (120)
HIGHLANDS FIRST 179 193 195 159 167 177 185 192 192 197 189 (8) 12 10
IRONTON 45 45 28 24 16 15 13 13 13 10 9 (1) (6) (36)
JACK'S CREEK 49 52 51 41 41 41 40 36 20 24 27 3 (14) (22)
JOHN KNOX 71 69 70 70 70 70 46 47 44 44 39 (5) (31) (32)
KENILWORTH 80 80 83 86 88 84 90 49 50 50 55 5 (29) (25)
KINGS MOUNTAIN FIRST 256 284 300 290 278 283 288 282 283 130 118 (12) (165) (138)
KOREAN OF ASHEVILLE 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 43 21 14 14 0 (29) (29)
LENOIR FIRST 568 563 479 393 397 415 412 423 431 432 437 5 22 (131)
LINCOLNTON FIRST 359 361 199 200 195 195 185 178 170 165 154 (11) (41) (205)
LONG CREEK 115 121 118 119 124 92 92 96 92 99 100 1 8 (15)
LOVE'S CHAPEL 35 35 37 37 37 28 27 27 27 21 20 (1) (8) (15)
LOWELL 191 197 203 204 198 197 175 171 165 147 97 (50) (100) (94)
MARION FIRST 212 207 182 174 148 140 118 108 120 134 138 4 (2) (74)
MARSHALL 103 103 103 102 102 99 99 96 93 71 73 2 (26) (30)
MICAVILLE 43 50 50 36 35 35 36 36 37 36 33 (3) (2) (10)
MILLS RIVER 147 143 146 151 147 150 136 137 118 117 119 2 (31) (28)
MONTREAT 420 426 438 456 48 70 80 75 72 78 78 0 8 (342)
MORGANTON FIRST 704 704 700 725 725 704 707 713 665 654 655 1 (49) (49)
MORRISON 62 66 65 68 73 73 72 73 71 74 79 5 6 17
MT. HOLLY FIRST 183 179 184 180 161 161 146 143 146 145 151 6 (10) (32)
NEW HOPE (GASTONIA) 236 232 223 141 167 168 176 175 176 179 170 (9) 2 (66)
NEW HOPE (SKYLAND) 134 135 119 131 133 131 133 132 133 136 129 (7) (2) (5)
NEWDALE 44 40 38 36 31 28 27 28 29 44 46 2 18 2
NEWLAND 89 85 76 76 78 77 73 77 73 57 57 0 (20) (32)
NEWTON FIRST 573 577 575 571 587 536 446 449 432 386 393 7 (143) (180)
NORTHMINSTER 238 243 259 265 273 282 292 298 298 295 312 17 30 74
OAK FOREST 198 199 125 118 123 117 127 126 125 65 64 (1) (53) (134)
OAKWOOD 72 72 72 72 72 72 112 102 74 59 60 1 (12) (12)
OLD FORT 41 12 12 14 13 14 13 13 9 9 9 0 (5) (32)
OLNEY 138 132 119 107 107 101 105 80 70 76 71 (5) (30) (67)
PAINT GAP 27 13 13 13 12 16 16 16 16 16 13 (3) (3) (14)
PINE STREET 17 16 20 20 21 20 20 19 19 23 31 8 11 14
PINEOLA 50 52 50 48 44 42 43 47 48 49 49 0 7 (1)
QUAKER MEADOWS 103 113 125 129 119 115 122 120 112 115 111 (4) (4) 8
REEMS CREEK 162 175 174 128 134 131 119 121 112 111 106 (5) (25) (56)
RIDGEVIEW 30 30 30 28 28 15 15 18 18 18 18 0 3 (12)
ROBINSON MEMORIAL 34 34 39 50 50 55 58 58 47 45 45 0 (10) 11
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 1
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

(Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

RUTHERFORDTON 359 374 306 313 320 323 325 327 328 337 342 5 19 (17)
RYBURN MEMORIAL 51 51 50 51 50 54 38 41 41 40 32 (8) (22) (19)
SALUDA 48 47 48 52 52 50 49 47 45 39 39 0 (11) (9)
SHELBY 660 668 669 676 680 695 669 656 629 620 511 (109) (184) (149)
SHERRILL'S FORD 70 70 73 76 78 72 78 83 77 74 70 (4) (2) 0
SHILOH 88 88 88 88 85 87 87 87 87 87 10 (77) (77) (78)
SILOAM 22 11 7 8 8 7 7 7 7 7 6 (1) (1) (16)
SOUTHMINISTER 388 413 513 512 530 557 576 426 360 342 307 (35) (250) (81)
SPINDALE 19 15 13 13 13 11 8 7 7 7 6 (1) (5) (13)
SPRUCE PINE FIRST 128 111 110 123 122 124 123 124 126 119 119 0 (5) (9)
SWANNANOA FIRST 76 38 41 45 49 40 42 41 46 42 40 (2) 0 (36)
SWEETWATER 103 99 90 90 84 77 69 74 73 74 74 0 (3) (29)
SYLVA FIRST 150 156 155 161 171 156 141 149 155 165 163 (2) 7 13
THIRD STREET 103 97 83 81 78 73 76 74 74 72 73 1 0 (30)
TRINITY 483 469 448 459 436 399 397 404 396 367 356 (11) (43) (127)
TRYON 323 334 365 369 367 335 330 334 332 333 333 0 (2) 10
UNION 198 207 210 204 211 205 208 202 197 196 180 (16) (25) (18)
UNION MILLS 8 8 8 7 9 10 8 10 12 19 19 0 9 11
UNITED 94 91 90 93 94 96 98 102 100 105 102 (3) 6 8
UNITY 382 410 450 469 501 519 554 593 604 638 654 16 135 272
VIANS VALLEY 25 29 29 35 36 36 37 37 33 30 30 0 (6) 5
WALDENSIAN 560 575 560 464 432 446 456 406 402 406 379 (27) (67) (181)
WALNUT 28 28 26 26 29 29 29 29 33 33 24 (9) (5) (4)
WALNUT GROVE 76 68 69 67 74 72 52 55 57 53 51 (2) (21) (25)
WARREN WILSON 175 173 173 178 185 188 158 160 168 172 171 (1) (17) (4)
WAYNESVILLE FIRST 178 179 183 164 83 95 116 121 121 128 134 6 39 (44)
WEST ASHEVILLE 147 152 154 152 159 153 141 136 116 111 55 (56) (98) (92)
WEST AVENUE 138 156 150 150 149 147 106 105 97 96 94 (2) (53) (44)
WESTMINSTER 64 46 49 44 46 42 40 43 31 31 28 (3) (14) (36)

TOTALS 20,657 20,484 19,972 19,668 18,941 18,556 18,367 18,094 17,700 17,196 16,817 (379) (1,739) (3,860)

Gray indicates no reporting from church.  Assumes previous yr total carries forward.
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 2

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship (Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

ARBOR DALE 122 130 136 139 127 131 135 122 118 109 110 1 (21) (12)
ASHEVILLE FIRST 279 273 275 275 300 275 275 285 275 300 350 50 75 71
BANNER ELK 184 225 233 186 186 179 185 179 175 175 175 0 (4) (9)
BELMONT FIRST 253 236 251 276 286 276 290 253 250 206 230 24 (46) (23)
BESSEMER CITY 38 36 36 36 25 26 26 26 26 25 22 (3) (4) (16)
BLACK MOUNTAIN 386 380 373 351 343 306 247 380 390 415 415 0 109 29
BREVARD DAVIDSON RIVER 347 361 393 347 330 291 297 271 289 340 350 10 59 3
BRIDGEWATER 12 30 31 30 32 30 30 30 33 29 24 (5) (6) 12
BRITTAIN 41 48 43 42 42 42 39 39 38 39 38 (1) (4) (3)
BRITTAIN COVE 40 44 35 35 35 35 32 30 26 26 25 (1) (10) (15)
BRYSON CITY 60 60 60 58 70 75 82 84 62 82 72 (10) (3) 12
BULADEAN 19 19 19 19 14 14 16 16 16 16 16 0 2 (3)
BURNSVILLE FIRST 87 102 115 108 115 119 119 125 100 90 95 5 (24) 8
CALVARY 38 38 41 41 41 37 35 44 42 45 30 (15) (7) (8)
CANTON 35 35 35 35 25 25 20 29 25 22 24 2 (1) (11)
CHERRYVILLE FIRST 234 211 215 210 201 190 195 191 178 172 180 8 (10) (54)
CLINCHFIELD 31 29 31 26 26 22 26 23 19 18 15 (3) (7) (16)
COLUMBUS 71 64 59 61 57 54 53 47 49 57 57 0 3 (14)
CONLEY MEMORIAL 18 18 14 12 11 11 13 12 12 12 10 (2) (1) (8)
CROSSNORE 112 95 75 74 70 65 67 60 87 75 70 (5) 5 (42)
DALLAS FIRST 45 35 38 30 43 42 47 48 49 52 55 3 13 10
DIXON 38 40 45 45 50 50 50 54 60 60 60 0 10 22
DORLAND MEMORIAL 15 18 15 15 20 25 25 25 25 20 20 0 (5) 5
DULATOWN 78 77 65 65 79 65 72 78 68 64 61 (3) (4) (17)
DUNCAN'S CREEK 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 20 20 30 10 0 0
ELLENBORO 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 7 (10) (10) (10)
ETOWAH 35 40 40 40 32 40 44 60 60 60 54 (6) 14 19
FAIRVIEW 65 65 75 76 75 75 70 60 70 65 55 (10) (20) (10)
FLETCHER 26 27 25 25 24 23 25 24 25 25 30 5 7 4
FOREST CITY FIRST 60 53 53 53 53 49 45 30 40 35 40 5 (9) (20)
FRANKLIN FIRST 153 150 143 137 148 136 131 113 120 100 85 (15) (51) (68)
GASTONIA FIRST 528 536 490 421 375 355 344 304 291 296 277 (19) (78) (251)
GLEN ALPINE 9 10 10 10 15 15 15 15 12 12 12 0 (3) 3
GOOD HOPE 15 13 9 9 15 15 15 15 18 15 15 0 0 0
GRACE COVENANT 326 318 304 295 308 274 258 238 243 266 271 5 (3) (55)
GRASSY CREEK 40 30 30 25 20 20 20 22 20 24 24 0 4 (16)
GREEN MOUNTAIN 35 24 24 28 28 18 20 20 20 20 20 0 2 (15)
GREEN STREET 50 50 50 45 17 35 35 33 42 41 37 (4) 2 (13)
HAYESVILLE 28 30 35 30 30 22 22 24 25 30 30 0 8 2
HENDERSONVILLE 327 333 331 307 297 291 290 279 259 265 279 14 (12) (48)
HICKORY FIRST 372 375 355 438 400 407 381 367 350 348 297 (51) (110) (75)
HIGHLANDS FIRST 174 200 200 200 182 155 167 176 175 181 164 (17) 9 (10)
IRONTON 20 24 20 20 20 20 16 16 14 14 14 0 (6) (6)
JACK'S CREEK 40 32 36 38 36 40 20 18 18 25 22 (3) (18) (18)101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 2

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship (Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

JOHN KNOX 37 37 38 38 38 38 37 32 27 25 25 0 (13) (12)
KENILWORTH 55 52 54 51 52 35 40 35 35 40 40 0 5 (15)
KINGS MOUNTAIN FIRST 160 170 140 130 163 150 135 125 125 85 85 0 (65) (75)
KOREAN PRES CHURCH 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 12 (28) (28) (28)
LENOIR FIRST 255 190 250 200 300 300 200 300 300 250 275 25 (25) 20
LINCOLNTON FIRST 110 100 101 80 90 80 80 80 70 50 50 0 (30) (60)
LONG CREEK 60 70 65 60 60 58 58 52 65 65 57 (8) (1) (3)
LOVE'S CHAPEL 25 20 20 20 20 20 20 16 20 17 15 (2) (5) (10)
LOWELL 108 111 117 109 91 84 82 71 69 64 61 (3) (23) (47)
MARION FIRST 110 104 94 86 76 71 63 54 87 94 98 4 27 (12)
MARSHALL 50 50 50 40 45 43 36 36 38 30 27 (3) (16) (23)
MICAVILLE 36 37 0 40 40 38 39 39 38 38 19 (19) (19) (17)
MILLS RIVER 81 81 75 83 64 68 68 63 64 64 64 0 (4) (17)
MONTREAT 530 490 550 452 104 96 92 79 85 79 81 2 (15) (449)
MORGANTON FIRST 252 252 237 275 275 275 275 275 275 250 250 0 (25) (2)
MORRISON 45 59 58 60 60 60 60 60 60 62 62 0 2 17
MT. HOLLY FIRST 113 103 98 100 100 95 92 94 110 110 85 (25) (10) (28)
NEW HOPE (GASTONIA) 75 65 90 120 110 100 100 100 100 100 100 0 0 25
NEW HOPE (SKYLAND) 90 82 80 85 80 80 70 65 65 61 54 (7) (26) (36)
NEWDALE 32 32 33 34 29 25 25 25 30 35 40 5 15 8
NEWLAND 57 48 41 40 40 56 43 43 43 40 41 1 (15) (16)
NEWTON FIRST 275 278 245 249 260 240 186 198 185 175 169 (6) (71) (106)
NORTHMINSTER 140 135 150 155 145 135 135 288 159 159 133 (26) (2) (7)
OAK FOREST 97 85 75 63 75 70 75 65 61 35 41 6 (29) (56)
OAKWOOD 50 50 48 48 48 48 48 42 30 22 30 8 (18) (20)
OLD FORT 15 10 10 14 12 10 10 10 7 7 3 (4) (7) (12)
OLNEY 64 61 61 56 58 59 52 52 48 37 37 0 (22) (27)
PAINT GAP 12 8 8 8 8 14 16 15 12 12 7 (5) (7) (5)
PINE STREET 12 12 25 10 11 22 24 10 10 26 20 (6) (2) 8
PINEOLA 30 38 36 40 36 35 34 44 45 45 35 (10) 0 5
QUAKER MEADOWS 70 75 80 78 65 60 58 52 50 45 45 0 (15) (25)
REEMS CREEK 122 122 85 85 83 81 76 78 75 68 74 6 (7) (48)
RIDGEVIEW 30 30 30 14 14 16 18 30 30 22 22 0 6 (8)
ROBINSON MEMORIAL 30 30 40 50 50 65 65 40 40 40 40 0 (25) 10
RUTHERFORDTON 140 140 141 142 140 138 138 138 138 117 117 0 (21) (23)
RYBURN MEMORIAL 28 26 24 27 26 27 27 28 23 17 25 8 (2) (3)
SALUDA 35 35 35 35 32 28 29 27 25 24 24 0 (4) (11)
SHELBY 242 244 251 241 224 252 226 216 207 196 184 (12) (68) (58)
SHERRILL'S FORD 50 50 50 55 55 55 60 58 51 42 48 6 (7) (2)
SHILOH 40 40 40 40 44 43 49 49 49 49 9 (40) (34) (31)
SILOAM 9 8 9 9 9 6 7 6 5 7 4 (3) (2) (5)
SOUTHMINISTER 215 250 275 260 276 277 289 202 99 146 134 (12) (143) (81)
SPINDALE 14 12 10 10 10 10 5 6 6 6 8 2 (2) (6)
SPRUCE PINE FIRST 118 93 90 91 93 88 88 96 95 90 95 5 7 (23)101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 2

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Increase/ Increase/ Increase/

Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship Worship (Decrease) in (Decrease) in (Decrease) in

      CHURCH NAME Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance Attendance 1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS

SWANNANOA FIRST 35 35 35 42 35 25 30 25 24 24 22 (2) (3) (13)
SWEETWATER 74 75 66 66 51 55 55 53 50 53 40 (13) (15) (34)
SYLVA FIRST 110 123 125 134 141 133 132 125 126 119 96 (23) (37) (14)
THIRD STREET 50 55 50 35 40 45 43 45 41 40 35 (5) (10) (15)
TRINITY 290 307 267 258 248 236 229 221 214 201 152 (49) (84) (138)
TRYON 250 250 250 225 200 187 175 200 200 175 200 25 13 (50)
UNION 108 120 120 110 110 115 110 110 110 105 100 (5) (15) (8)
UNION MILLS 8 8 8 15 15 15 15 10 20 25 25 0 10 17
UNITED 59 62 58 58 61 60 56 61 60 56 53 (3) (7) (6)
UNITY 245 254 260 277 277 294 309 316 325 356 334 (22) 40 89
VIANS VALLEY 35 25 25 25 26 23 22 22 21 20 18 (2) (5) (17)
WALDENSIAN 230 237 213 166 170 176 183 188 179 175 170 (5) (6) (60)
WALNUT 10 10 24 21 20 24 24 24 24 23 25 2 1 15
WALNUT GROVE 77 75 70 70 72 55 54 57 56 56 56 0 1 (21)
WARREN WILSON 80 90 100 117 110 115 111 97 105 104 104 0 (11) 24
WAYNESVILLE FIRST 130 120 125 118 63 71 88 94 101 110 105 (5) 34 (25)
WEST ASHEVILLE 80 85 85 85 81 59 56 39 36 40 35 (5) (24) (45)
WEST AVENUE 95 90 72 75 75 75 55 55 53 43 39 (4) (36) (56)
WESTMINSTER 40 91 35 30 30 21 20 20 23 28 25 (3) 4 (15)

TOTALS 11,333    11,334    11,133    10,766      10,227      9,880        9,556        9,589        9,285        8,746        (356)             (1,134)          (2,578)          

Gray indicates no reporting from church.  Assumes previous yr total carries forward.
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Report from the 

New Vision Administrative Commission 

July 29, 2014 
 

New Vision Presbyterian Church has started a new journey in its ministry and mission on July 13, 2014. 

Frank and Ann Aichinger, who have been the pastors at New Vision for six years, have accepted a call 

in Bristol, Tennessee. The congregation celebrated their ministry with worship and a feast after worship. 

Ann and Frank have been the organizing pastors and brought their many skills and much experience to 

the leadership of the church. The church has reached out many ways in mission. They fill about 70 

backpacks a week with food for children at a nearby local elementary school. They have reached out 

other ways to their community. In addition, they have recently become a partner church with one of the 

churches in Guatemala. 

 

In many ways, they have tried to reach out to the un-churched people in their community. They are 

continuing their Wednesday program of Life Tree and vacation Bible School. The congregation reached 

out and welcomed Iglesias Emanuel Presbiteriana, who joined with them in their journey as a new 

church development over a year ago. Now, New Vision is a multi-cultural church with Hispanic/Latino 

members. The congregations are now one. The worship included songs in English and Spanish. We hope 

to find a pastor, who is bilingual. 

 

The Administrative Commission and Steering Committee are working together to find an interim pastor 

and to look for a future pastor. The congregation has divided up the tasks and working hard as they 

continue to go forward. In the near future, Dennis Stamper and Grace Boyer will be helping with 

worship. Dennis will be providing pastoral care. We ask for your prayers for the church as we look 

toward the future. 

  

 

 

 

Report from the  

Lincolnton, First Administrative Commission 

July 29, 2014 

 

Commission Members: Robert Ervin, Rev. Kevin Frederick, Paula Wallace, and Jerry Ragan (chair) 

 

With the approval of the Committee on Ministry and the Administrative Board, the Administrative 

Commission has decided to reinstate original jurisdiction to Lincolnton, First upon its 

ordination/installation of a new Session. With the restoration of original jurisdiction, the Administrative 

Commission will revert to an advisory body to the new Session and will act in such a capacity for the 

near future.  

 

The congregation and leadership of Lincolnton, First have worked in a diligent and committed manner 

to resume their leadership role in the matters involving the Lincolnton ministry. As with every other 

church in our Presbytery and denomination, they have many challenges to address and surmount as they 

attempt to strengthen and grow Christ’ church. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers.  

   

       Jerry Ragan, Chair 
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STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 4 
 

REPORT FROM THE 

West Asheville Administrative Commission 
The West Asheville Administrative Commission, Session and Pastor of the West Asheville Presbyterian 

Church, Asheville continue to walk together toward a healthy future.  The commission will continue to 

work with the pastor and the Session. 

 

On behalf of the Commission, 

Mark Stanley and Maggie Lauterer (Co-Chairs) 

 

  

 

REPORT FROM THE 

Korean Presbyterian Church of Asheville Administrative Commission 

July 29, 2014 
The Asheville Korean Presbyterian Church  continues to meet faithfully for prayer (AM) and worship 

(PM), under the leadership of their part time minister Rev. Hee Yoon Lee (PCA). They are a group of 

12, with a few visitors who come and go, and are stable spiritually and financially.  They are presently 

discussing what to do with property, a house, which this congregation holds in trust for this presbytery 

and the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Heck, chair  

 

 

REPORT FROM THE 

First Presbyterian Church, Franklin Administrative Commission   

July 29, 2014 
 

The Commission, Session and Pastor of Franklin First Presbyterian Church continue to walk together 

toward a healthy future. Recently the Session, with the guidance of the Commission, approved a 

restructuring of the way the financial activities of the church are reported. The goal of all parties was to 

simplify the system such that the congregation may have a clear view of the financial activities of the 

church.  We believe that has been accomplished. A congregational gathering will be conducted in July to 

share the reporting system with the congregation. We all celebrate this work as among the needed steps 

that the church may move forward. In light of the recent discord challenges remain.  The movement in 

membership or attendance of those who were unhappy at the church has resulted in the reduction of 

financial resources. This, coupled with the structural needs of the facility including roof repair, will be a 

challenge for the Session and Congregation to address.  

On behalf of the Commission, 

John P. Lindsay 

 

. 
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Report from the  

Cullowhee Administrative Commission 

July 2014 

 

The Campus Ministry in Cullowhee is preparing for the upcoming Fall Semester. Monthly worship, 

weekly meals, football tailgates, and service projects are being planned. The newly formed board is 

working on marketing the ministry and networking with incoming students from presbyteries across the 

state. 

  

We continue to explore, dream, vision, and discern future partnerships, staffing possibilities, and other 

opportunities for the ministry.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael Isaacs, Chair 
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HENDERSONVILLE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION 

MOTION TO PRESBYTERY 
 
Motion to Presbytery:  
That effective July 29, 2014 the Presbytery of Western North Carolina delegates to the current 

Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville its powers of G-3.03 in 

relation to First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville, together with the powers of the Chapter 6, 

“Church Property” of the PCUS Book of Church Order, 1982-83.* Further, that the Presbytery of 

Western North Carolina delegates these powers with the understanding that these powers will be 

exercised if the Administrative Commission in its sole discretion determines that their exercise is 

required to bring the process of seeking dismissal to a timely conclusion. 

 

 [Note: Following reunion in 1983, FPC-Hendersonville elected to be governed by the provisions 

of Chapter 6 of The Book of Church Order, 1982-83 of the PCUS according to the provisions of 

G-4.0208.] 

 
Rationale: 

 

The reason for the request is simply that the process of negotiating a property agreement with the 

members seeking dismissal should not be allowed to go on until an October meeting of Presbytery. 

Whereas the Administrative Commission  had hoped to bring the matter to Presbytery for final action at 

its, January meeting, again at its April meeting, and again at its July meeting, those hopes have gone 

unfulfilled. By giving these powers to the Administrative Commission, the Presbytery will have a way 

of proceeding in a reasonable time frame to bring the matter to conclusion before the October meeting of 

Presbytery, without the expense of a called meeting of Presbytery. 

 

At its latest scheduled meeting on June 12, 2014 to work out a property agreement, the Administrative 

Commission (AC) for First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville learned that members seeking 

dismissal (D members) would not be present since they had instructed their attorney to communicate 

that they desired to proceed by engaging a mediator. In subsequent communications from the D 

group, they indicated that they would make no further responses to the last proposal made by the 

Administrative Commission   without the involvement of a mediator. 

 

Recognizing the likely extended period of time this would add to the negotiations and remembering 

that it had recommended a mediator at the very beginning of the process which recommendation the D 

members declined, the Administrative Commission has proposed instead that the D members submit 

their response to its last proposal through their attorney to the attorney for the Administrative 

Commission. This would avoid the dynamics of a face to face negotiating session without unduly 

delaying the process. 

 

What makes it urgent for the matter to be concluded is the delay both groups have endured since June 

2013. The request of D members of FPC-Hendersonville to be dismissed to the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church has been pending for more than a year. But of special concern to the 

Administrative Commission  is the ecclesiastical limbo of the members desiring to continue as First 

Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville, PCUSA (C members). While the D members have been able 

to continue their church life and ministry in the existing church facility with installed ministerial 

leadership and a means of electing church officers, receiving new members, and participating in the 
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life of Presbytery—none of these have been possible for the C members. Though Presbytery has been 

able to assist them in providing for pastoral and worship leadership from a member of the 

Administrative Commission, and though the C members have developed a vibrant worship life, 

educational ministries, presbytery contributions, and local outreach to newcomers, they are unable to 

receive new members, to baptize infants or new believers, to elect church officers, to send 

commissioners to Presbytery, to provide optimal physical space for their worship and ministry, or to 

seek permanent pastoral leadership. They have been patient with these severe constraints on their life 

and ministry for a full year. But Presbytery has both responsibility and authority to open the pathway 

to full congregational status for these loyal members sooner rather than later. 

 

Delegating the requested powers to the Administrative Commission provides a vehicle for moving the 

matter to conclusion without having to wait until the October meeting of Presbytery for both C and D 

members to have closure on the process. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
Rev. Dr. Don Scofield, Chair

July 29, 2014

The Administrative Board of the Presbytery makes the following recommendation:

RECOMMENDATION:

1. THAT the Presbytery of Western North Carolina approve the motion from the
Administrative Commission for the First Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville.
(Administrative Board Attachment 1)

 
FOR INFORMATION:

2. THAT the Administrative Board and the Personnel Committee received the
resignation of Carol Thomas as the Director of the Jo Bales Gallagher Resource
Center effective May 16, 2014. (Administrative Board Attachment 2)

3 THAT the Administrative Board approved establishing a policy regarding Legal
Services and Contracts. (Administrative Board Attachment 3)

4. THAT the Administrative Board approved a request from the Hunger Committee
to organize a Presbytery-wide participation event for November 16-22 for the SNAP
Challenge. 

5. THAT the Administrative Board concurred with the Committee on Ministry and
the Administrative Commission to reinstate original jurisdiction to the First
Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton upon its ordination/installation of a new session.
With the restoration of original jurisdiction, the Administrative Commission will
revert to an advisory body to the new Session and will act in such a capacity for the
near future.  

6. That the Administrative Board reviewed the visions for the future of the
Westminster Presbyterian Church and granted permission for the sale of their
property at 15 Overbrook Place, Asheville, NC 28805.

7. THAT the Administrative Board, after receiving the Summary of the Feasibility
Study from OS Associates, LLC, approved recommendations from the Presbytery
Mission Campaign Steering Committee. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: A Feasibility Study for a Mission Campaign was
reported to the Administrative Board by Sam Avery of OS Associates, LLC. Fifty
individuals were interviewed. The Feasibility Study tested the feasibility of raising funds
for four projects (church development/new worshiping communities, Camp Grier, the
hospital and Ebenezer School in Malawi, and Guatemala Partnership new education
initiatives). The study found favorable opinions of all four of the mission projects and
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that $750,000 to 2,500,000 could be raised in a mission campaign where churches and
individuals participated.
 
The Study found that prior to a campaign, there would need to be a broad sharing of
information and a process of education undertaken to give more specifics on the four
projects and on the work of the presbytery overall and week in and week out. The
recommendations included doing further exploratory and planning work before making a
final decision. If undertaken, the planning, communicating, and implementation would be
over a one year or two year time frame, probably two years. A successful campaign
would depend on building stronger relationships in the presbytery. 

A. Form an Exploration Committee to develop a plan for a Mission Campaign. The
plan will be presented to the Board at or before their October meeting with
recommendations to go forward and implement the plan or discontinue the idea.

B. Ask the four mission areas outlined in the Mission Campaign to form detailed
plans and/or descriptions of their requests. (At least two scenarios) 

C. Form Communication Committee to focus on sharing the “good news” stories of
the presbytery.

D. Ask Committees/subcommittees /working groups and churches to share “good
news” stories of their work that can be shared with the Presbytery. 

E. Form a Church Follow-up Task Force that will try to meet with many of the
Sessions/pastors/appropriate people in the churches that will get feedback from
the churches about their potential participation and passion for the mission
campaign and four areas of mission. Each church should be given the opportunity
to be part of the Mission Campaign.

8. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the
Presbytery Docket.

9. THAT the Administrative Board reviewed and approved a tract of land (road
frontage) at the Newdale Presbyterian Church to be sold to the NCDOT.

10. THAT the following dates have been set for youth events in 2014 and 2015:
July 17-23, 2014  Youth Mission Trip to Guatemala
September 13, 2014 Let's Celebrate...A Taste of Community
September 28, 2014 High School Rally - Montreat, NC
November 7-9, 2014 Middle School Retreat, Camp Grier
March 13-14, 2015 High School Mission Retreat, Black Mountain Home
April 19, 2015 Middle School Rally, Montreat
Summer 2015 Local Mission Trip

11. THAT the Administrative Board will welcome invitations from churches or
institutions willing to host Presbytery meetings in 2015. The following dates have
been set for Presbytery Meetings in 2015:

January 31, 2015 ~ Gaston Area Presbyterians, Gastonia, NC
April 28, 2015 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 28, 2015 ~ Trinity Presbyterian Church, Hendersonville, NC
October 31, 2015 ~ TBA
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12. THAT the following dates have been set for 2016 Presbytery Meetings:

2016
January 30, 2016 ~  TBA
April 26, 2016 ~ Montreat Conference Center
July 26, 2016 ~ Grandfather Home for Children
October 25, 2016 ~ TBA

13. THAT the Small Membership Church Committee reported on the meetings held
with the Presbyterian Foundation for small membership churches. They
encouraged all small membership churches to attend one of the next scheduled
sessions that will be held on August 26 and August 28.

Tuesday, August 26, 2014 - First Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton
Thursday, August 28, 2014 - First Presbyterian Church, Marion

14. THAT the Presbyterian Women will be holding their Fall Gatherings on:
Saturday, September 6, 2014 - First Presbyterian Church, Morganton
Saturday, September 13, 2014 - Canton Presbyterian Church, Canton

15. THAT the Administrative Board reviewed and approved the following grant
applications.

Grants (Synod -Jubilee Fund)
Calvary Presbyterian Church - Seminary Intern

Restricted Funds Grants (PCUSA)
Marshall Presbyterian Church - Restricted Fund 51067

16. THAT the Administrative Board reports approval of the following Nickel-A-Meal
Hunger Grants:

Black Mountain Garden $1,000
Interfaith Asst. Hendersonville $4,000
Dulatown Pantry $3,350
Community Asst. Program $3,350
Back-Pack Macon County $5,000
Cherokee County $6,000

17. THAT a training event for Adults and Youth, will be held on Saturday, September
13, 2014, at the First Presbyterian Church, Morganton. Keynote Presenter will be
Dr. Rodger Nishioka, Benton Family Associate Professor of Christian Education.
This year’s Let’s Celebrate event will focus on the challenging task of celebrating
and building community in Christ. We will explore what community is and is not
and how we can build, nurture, and sustain Christ’s community so that all ages
come to believe and belong.

Let’s Celebrate...Taste of Community
Saturday, September 13, 2014

First Presbyterian Church, Morganton
3:30 p.m.  - 7:30 p.m.
Cost: Covered Dish
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HENDERSONVILLE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION 

MOTION TO PRESBYTERY 
 
Motion to Presbytery:  
That effective July 29, 2014 the Presbytery of Western North Carolina delegates to the current 

Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville its powers of G-3.03 in 

relation to First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville, together with the powers of the Chapter 6, 

“Church Property” of the PCUS Book of Church Order, 1982-83.* Further, that the Presbytery of 

Western North Carolina delegates these powers with the understanding that these powers will be 

exercised if the Administrative Commission in its sole discretion determines that their exercise is 

required to bring the process of seeking dismissal to a timely conclusion. 

 

 [Note: Following reunion in 1983, FPC-Hendersonville elected to be governed by the provisions 

of Chapter 6 of The Book of Church Order, 1982-83 of the PCUS according to the provisions of 

G-4.0208.] 

 
Rationale: 

 

The reason for the request is simply that the process of negotiating a property agreement with the 

members seeking dismissal should not be allowed to go on until an October meeting of Presbytery. 

Whereas the Administrative Commission  had hoped to bring the matter to Presbytery for final action at 

its, January meeting, again at its April meeting, and again at its July meeting, those hopes have gone 

unfulfilled. By giving these powers to the Administrative Commission, the Presbytery will have a way 

of proceeding in a reasonable time frame to bring the matter to conclusion before the October meeting of 

Presbytery, without the expense of a called meeting of Presbytery. 

 

At its latest scheduled meeting on June 12, 2014 to work out a property agreement, the Administrative 

Commission (AC) for First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville learned that members seeking 

dismissal (D members) would not be present since they had instructed their attorney to communicate 

that they desired to proceed by engaging a mediator. In subsequent communications from the D 

group, they indicated that they would make no further responses to the last proposal made by the 

Administrative Commission   without the involvement of a mediator. 

 

Recognizing the likely extended period of time this would add to the negotiations and remembering 

that it had recommended a mediator at the very beginning of the process which recommendation the D 

members declined, the Administrative Commission has proposed instead that the D members submit 

their response to its last proposal through their attorney to the attorney for the Administrative 

Commission. This would avoid the dynamics of a face to face negotiating session without unduly 

delaying the process. 

 

What makes it urgent for the matter to be concluded is the delay both groups have endured since June 

2013. The request of D members of FPC-Hendersonville to be dismissed to the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church has been pending for more than a year. But of special concern to the 

Administrative Commission  is the ecclesiastical limbo of the members desiring to continue as First 

Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville, PCUSA (C members). While the D members have been able 

to continue their church life and ministry in the existing church facility with installed ministerial 

leadership and a means of electing church officers, receiving new members, and participating in the 
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life of Presbytery—none of these have been possible for the C members. Though Presbytery has been 

able to assist them in providing for pastoral and worship leadership from a member of the 

Administrative Commission, and though the C members have developed a vibrant worship life, 

educational ministries, presbytery contributions, and local outreach to newcomers, they are unable to 

receive new members, to baptize infants or new believers, to elect church officers, to send 

commissioners to Presbytery, to provide optimal physical space for their worship and ministry, or to 

seek permanent pastoral leadership. They have been patient with these severe constraints on their life 

and ministry for a full year. But Presbytery has both responsibility and authority to open the pathway 

to full congregational status for these loyal members sooner rather than later. 

 

Delegating the requested powers to the Administrative Commission provides a vehicle for moving the 

matter to conclusion without having to wait until the October meeting of Presbytery for both C and D 

members to have closure on the process. 
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Carol Todd Thomas 

72 Wagon Trail 

Black Mountain, NC  28711 

 

May 3, 2014 

Nancy McNeill      Jo Bales Gallagher 

Dear Nancy and Jo: 

It is with sadness that I submit my resignation to you as the Director of the Jo Bales 

Gallagher Resource Center, effective May 16, 2014. I have accepted a position as the 

Director of Administration for a law firm in Asheville and will begin my work there on 

May 19. 

In order to assist in the transition, I wanted to suggest that until you hire and train a new 

director, I would be willing to come in on weekends or an evening each week to catalog 

and handle any administrative matters. We might wish to work with the Presbytery to 

leave me on the payroll for some period of time so that I might be able to help in this 

manner. 

Our regular Task Force meeting on Monday, May 12 may need to be dedicated for 

discussion on how best to staff the resource center until a new director is hired. 

Sincerely, 

Carol Todd Thomas 

Enclosure 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD ATTACHMENT 2
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LEGAL SERVICES POLICY 

 

“Acknowledging the occasional need for legal services in the course of the work of the 

Presbytery, it is imperative that the Presbytery establish and abide by the following rules: 

 

1.  Proposed contracts for legal services for the benefit of the Presbytery must be presented to the 

Administrative Board, the General Presbyter, and the Presbytery Controller for review and 

approval prior to authorization of communications with prospective legal services providers; 

 

2.  No obligations or expenditures for legal fees of any kind may be incurred for the use and 

benefit of the Presbytery without prior authorization of the Administrative Board by a 

majority vote, except in urgent situations, where the required majority shall be two-thirds; 

 

3.   No payment for legal services will be reimbursed by the Presbytery unless the terms of those 

services have been reduced to a binding contract for services; 

 

4.   Written contracts for legal services must clearly define the nature and scope of the proposed 

services and the fee schedules to be utilized in determining compensation due, as well as 

other terms or conditions required by the lawyer(s) that could generate expenses required by 

counsel and billable to the Presbytery; 

 

5.   Contracts for legal services must contain a provision requiring that payment for services is to 

be billed to the Presbytery on a monthly basis, unless the work cannot be effectively 

delivered on such terms and a request for modification of this requirement is approved by the 

Administrative Board prior to execution.” 

 

6.  All current legal services are subject to this policy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved by the Administrative Board 

June 11, 2014 
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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY

REV. MARK RAMSEY, CHAIR 
JULY 29, 2014 

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY FOR EXAMINATION AND ORDINATION:

A. JOSEPH W. TABER
From: Candidate, Presbytery of Western North Carolina
As: Designated Pastor (two years), Lowell Presbyterian Church (Student Pastor until
Ordination)
Effective: August 1, 2014
(See COM Attachment 1 for Biography, Statement of Faith, Sermon Transcript and CPM
Report.)

 II. RECOMMEND FOR COMMISSIONING BY THE PRESBYTERY AS LAY PASTORS:

A. MARLA PATCHEL
From: Elder, Green Street Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Green Street Presbyterian Church
Effective: July 29, 2014
(The commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate the
Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 2 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

B. WILLIAM MARCUS UPCHURCH, JR.
From: Elder, Cherryville First Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Shiloh Presbyterian Church
Effective: July 29, 2014
(The commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate the
Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 3 for Biography and Statement of Faith.) 

C. JOHN H. HALL
From: Elder, Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Micaville Presbyterian Church
Effective: July 29, 2014
(The commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate the
Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 4 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
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D. ELIZABETH M. HALL

From: Elder, Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Micaville Presbyterian Church
Effective: July 29, 2014
(The commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate the
Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 5 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

E. ROBERT AYALA
From: Elder, Newdale Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Presbytery Parish Associate
Effective: July 29, 2014
(The commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate 
Sessions and officiate at weddings in the Mayland Fellowship.)
(See COM Attachment 6 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

CA III. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
(See COM Attachment 7)
A. Joseph Bennett, as Chaplain for Hospice of Yancey County Inc., through July 29, 2015.
B. David Bradley, as a Pastoral Counselor, through July 29, 2015.
C. John Campbell, as Director for Eastatoe Trail Counseling and Consultation, LLC,

through July 29, 2015.
D. Carol Steele, as Director of the Center for Youth and Young Adult Ministry, Montreat

Conference Center, through July 29, 2015.
E. James Welch, as Chaplain for the U.S. Army Reserve, through July 29, 2015.
F. Susan Denne, as Court Advocate for Helpmate, Inc., through July 29, 2015.

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor 
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to 
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record. 

I. APPROVED THE EXAMINATION AND TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:

A. ROBERT CURTIS FUSSELL, III
From: Salem Presbytery
As: Co-Pastor, Highlands First Presbyterian Church
Effective:  June 1, 2014
(See COM Attachment 8 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
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B. EMILY L. WILMARTH

From: Elizabeth Presbytery
As: Co-Pastor, Highlands First Presbyterian Church
Effective: June 1, 2014
(See COM Attachment 9 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

II. APPROVED PASTORAL RELATIONSHIPS AND TERMS OF CALL:

A. JOSEPH W. TABER
Salary $25,000
Housing Allowance     7,500
Social Security     2,487
Auto Allowance     3,300
Professional Dev.     1,200

TOTAL $39,487

Pension/Medical        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes

B. R. CURTIS FUSSELL, III
Salary $47,967
Deferred Comp.   23,000
Housing Allowance     4,000
Social Security     5,489 
Auto Allowance     1,489
Professional Dev.     3,226

Total $85,171

Pension/Medical        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes
Sabbatical Leave (after seven years)        Yes

C. EMILY L. WILMARTH
Salary $49,537
Deferred Comp.     7,430
Housing Allowance   18,000
Social Security     5,489
Auto Allowance     1,489
Professional Dev.     2,146
Other     1,080

Total $85,171

Pension/Medical        Yes
Four Weeks Vacation        Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave        Yes
Sabbatical Leave (after seven years)        Yes
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III. THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY WISHES TO RECOGNIZE MINISTERS WHO

HAVE RETIRED OVER THE LAST YEAR:
A. Calvin Lewers (See COM Attachment 10)
B. William L. Kirk
C. David McKee (See COM Attachment 11)

IV. THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY WISHES TO RECOGNIZE MINISTERS WHO
HAVE SERVED 50 YEARS IN THE MINISTRY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT:
A. James S. Hornsby
B. David Kennedy
C. Gregory M. Grana
D. W. Flemon McIntosh, Jr.

V. THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY WISHES TO RECOGNIZE MINISTERS WHO
HAVE SERVED 25 YEARS IN THE MINISTRY OF WORD AND SACRAMENT:
A. Stephen M. Austin
B. J. Mark Stanley
C. Jean Goodwin

VI. APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Margaret LaMotte Torrence and Black Mountain Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 1, 2014 - May 30, 2015
B. Bryan Hovey and Mount Holly First Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 1, 2014 - August 31, 2014

VII. APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. James Huskins and Old Fort Presbyterian Church

Extended: April 1, 2014 - March 31, 2015
B. Kathleen V. Rankin and Bessemer City First Presbyterian Church

Extended: May 1, 2014 - April 30, 2015
C. David Morgan and Oak Forest Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 1, 2014 - May 31, 2015
D. Eddie Deas and Ryburn Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: February 1, 2014 - January 31, 2015
E. Terry Cline and Pine Street Presbyterian Church

Extended: July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

VIII. APPROVED COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR RELATIONSHIP:
A. Tom Queen and Union Mills Presbyterian Church

Extended: May 1, 2014 - April 30, 2015
B. James Koone and Union Mills Presbyterian Church

Effective: May 1, 2014 - April 30, 2015
C. Peggy Koone and Union Mills Presbyterian Church

Effective: May 1, 2014 - April 30, 2015
D. Deborah Lesenger and John Knox Presbyterian Church

Extended: April 29, 2014 - April 28, 2015
E. Jim Taylor and Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: April 1, 2014 - March 31, 2015
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F. Bobby Justus and Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: April 1, 2014 - March 31, 2015
G. Dwayne Durham and Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church

Extended: June 15, 2014 - June 14, 2015

IX. APPROVED EXTENDING DENNIS STAMPER’S COMMISSION AS CLP CHAPLAIN
AT GRACE HOSPITAL TO INCLUDE NEW VISION IN CONOVER:
Effective: August 1, 2014 - February 1, 2015
(The extension is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments and officiate at weddings.)

X. APPROVED AS BRIDGE TRANSITIONAL PASTOR:
A. Bryan Hovey and Mount Holly First Presbyterian Church

Effective: April 8, 2014 - May 23, 2014

XI. APPROVED AS MODERATORS:
A. Old Fort Presbyterian Church and James Huskins
B. Union Mills Presbyterian Church and Tom Queen/James Koone/Peggy Koone
C. Mount Holly First Presbyterian Church and Bryan Hovey

XII. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. Ann Aichinger

In: Abingdon Presbytery
As: Co-Transitional Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, VA
Effective: July 27, 2014

B. Frank Aichinger
In: Abingdon Presbytery
As: Co-Transitional Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, VA
Effective: July 27, 2014

XIII. APPROVED THE DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP:
A. Jason Bryant and Mount Holly First Presbyterian Church

Effective: May 4, 2014
B. Lee W. Bowman and Highlands First Presbyterian Church

Effective: August 31, 2014
C. Catherine Taylor and Sweetwater Presbyterian Church

Effective: July 31, 2014
D. Ann Aichinger and New Vision, Conover New Church Development

Effective: July 25, 2014
E. Frank Aichinger and New Vision, Conover New Church Development

Effective: July 25, 2014

XIV. APPROVED PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
A.  Black Mountain Presbyterian Church

XV. APPROVED CHURCH INFORMATION FORM:
A. Black Mountain Presbyterian Church
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XVI. APPROVED THE REQUESTS FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:

A. Lee W. Bowman
Effective: September 1, 2014

B. Robert J. Tuttle
Effective: September 1, 2014

XVII. APPROVED MOVING TO MEMBERS-AT-LARGE:
A. Jason Bryant 
B. Catherine Taylor

XVIII. APPROVED ORDINATION/INSTALLATION COMMISSIONS:
A. Approve the Administrative Commission for the ordination of Katherine Blankenship  

on Saturday, June 21, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. at the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Asheville, North Carolina.

Name Responsibility on Commission Min/Eld. 
Mark Ramsey Moderator/Preside Minister
Jim Henderson Propound the Constitutional Questions Elder
Marylyn Huff Propound Questions to Congregation Elder
Bill Buchanan Charge the Minister Minister
Kristy Farber Charge the Congregation Minister
Bobbi White Lead in Worship Minister
Aimee McNeil Lead in Worship Elder

Guest
John White Preach the Sermon Minister
Liz Rupp Scripture Reading Elder
Rodger Nishioka Offer Prayer Elder

XIX. RECEIVED AND APPROVED THE ATTACHED REPORT OF TERMS OF CALL.
(See COM Attachment 12.)
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Joseph Taber 

Biographical Statement 
 

 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the world was shapeless and void, 

and the Spirit of the LORD hovered over the face of the water. God spoke into being things 

which did not exist, and all that was created came into being through God’s Word. God’s self-

revelation continued through all creation, in the form of covenants and prophets; and through 

incarnation and redemption, demonstrating that God intervenes in the world, continually 

reforming and creating. Along the way, God created me. Though my story reaches to the 

foundation of the world, my perspective is significantly less eternal, beginning in a town called 

Woodruff, SC. 

 My dad was the pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Woodruff, SC. Shortly after I was 

born, I was baptized in that community. They helped to raise me through the first chapter of my 

life. Although I do have some memory of the three-and-a-half years I was a child of that 

community, the people who are that church made baptismal vows on behalf of others whom they 

had not met. 

 My family moved to a town called Morganton shortly before my fourth birthday. We 

quickly found a community with the people who are the First Presbyterian Church of Morganton. 

They formed the core of the village that helped to raise me, through Sunday School and worship 

as well as the Presbyterian Learning Center (PLC). They guided me throughout my childhood, 

honoring the baptismal vows that others had made on their behalf. 

 Eventually I joined their Youth Group, and participated in its ministry, and got my first 

taste of leadership on the Youth Council that planned our activities. I was confirmed and 

remember writing my faith statement as one of the pivotal moments in my faith development. 

For the first time, I claimed my faith as my own, rather than just appropriating what my parents 

and teachers professed. Two years later, as a 9th grader, I preached my first (mini)sermon during 

our Youth Sunday. Two years after that I came under care of Presbytery as an Inquirer, exploring 

the possibility of a call to ordered ministry even in my youth. 

 From there I moved to Presbyterian College in Clinton, SC. PC became a catalyst for 

many significant relationships in my life, most notably my wife Leah. I did not attend a worship 

service regularly, but rather I hopped from church to church without finding a real sense of 

community in any one place. I did find Dr. Hobbie’s Monday Night discussion group. That 

group, which always began with prayer and ended with a hug, became my community of faith, 

and allowed me to stretch my understandings of theology and interpretation of scripture. 

 After PC, God called me to Columbia Theological Seminary, although it took a year for 

me to figure that out. My time at Seminary was the first time I was consistently enthusiastic 

about my academic work. Although I had studied scripture previously, I fell in love with it in my 

first year of Seminary. Confronted with the richness and complexity of scripture, I devoted 

myself to its study and proclamation, taking any opportunity I could to preach. I was welcomed 

by my peers, by the Presbyterian Village retirement community, and by St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church in Tucker, GA, where I did my congregational internship. Over the year I 

was a part of that community, they gave me the opportunity to develop my classroom-born ideas 

into church-grown practices. 

 Now, carried by the innumerable disciples who have honored the baptismal vows made 

on their behalf by a congregation in Woodruff, I look forward to the next chapter of my 

perspective of God’s story as a Teaching Elder in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. 
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Joseph Taber 

Statement of Faith 
 

 I believe in God, who alone is sovereign over all creation (4.027). Though God does not 

require relationship with humanity to be God, out of love desires to be in relationship with us. 

God is Holy and beyond the ability of humans to approach, and God is also present in our lives at 

all times. God is One God (5.015), and God is three persons (5.017): God the Father, God the 

Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

 I believe God the Father is author of all creation. The title of “Father” does not denote a 

gender, but rather an image of the relationship between God the Father and God the Son. 

Mirroring this relationship, The Father desires to be in relationship with us as a mother to her 

nursing child (10.3). 

 I believe Jesus Christ is both fully God and fully Human (3.06). Jesus is the embodiment 

of God’s Word (8.11), and is the ultimate revelation of God to people. Jesus also experienced the 

fullness of humanity: temptation, strength, weakness, joy, and suffering (9.08). Jesus is like us in 

every respect except sin. Jesus is the source and actor of our salvation, who gave us victory over 

sin and death, substituted himself for our sins, and taught us how to live as human beings created 

in the image of God (5.076). Jesus’s death was real, not a distinction of semantics or a magic 

trick. Just so, Jesus resurrection is real, not a vision or a certain point of view. The tomb is 

empty, he is risen. 

 I believe The Holy Spirit moved over the waters in the beginning, inspired the writers of 

scripture, and continually guides the church. The Holy Spirit empowers and equips us to use the 

gifts God has given us to give glory to God (10.4). The Holy Spirit acts to challenge us to always 

grow in our faith. Without this loving discomfort, we would not grow in grace.  

 Scripture is the revealed and inspired word of God. It is neither a History book nor a 

Science book (7.003). It is a unique and authoritative witness (9.27) to the nature of God and his 

relationship with his people, and to the person and work of Jesus Christ. Scripture is infallible 

when it is faithfully and lovingly interpreted through the guidance of the Holy Spirit (9.29-9.30). 

 The Church is the body of Christ (6.054), called to both purity and to meet people where 

they are, and that only through God’s help can we live into that identity. The Church is both a 

universal entity and a particular faith community (3.17), called to be united and to discern 

together God’s will for each of us and all of us (9.43). 

 God also reveals himself through the Sacraments, of which there are two: Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper (6.152). In Baptism, we are grafted to the body of Christ, cleansed of our sins, 

and joined in Christ’s death and resurrection (7.275). In the Lord’s Supper we are invited by 

Christ to sit at table with our God through the power of the Holy Spirit (3.21). The elements used 

in the sacraments awaken us to the real presence of God in our midst (5.205). They are essential 

to our sharing in the sacraments, but are not the central focus, which should always be the ways 

that God is present and active among us (5.175). 

 God loves us so fiercely that God will not let us go. On the cross, God in Jesus Christ 

experienced the depths of human suffering (10.2) and descended into hell, total separation from 

God (7.139). Out of love for us, God went where, by definition, God is not, and in so doing 

broke the power of sin and death and claiming us forever as fellow heirs with Christ (3.08). All 

of our action should reflect our gratitude to God for all that God has done for us (4.032). The 

question is no longer “What must I do to inherit the kingdom,” but rather “How can I best glorify 

God and enjoy God forever?” (7.001). 
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Focus: God is made known through the  Function: To assure people that we can 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ  trust the God who raises the dead. 

To an Unknown God 1 of 5 

 
Acts 17: 16-34 
 
16While Paul waited for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to find that the city was 
flooded with idols. 17He began to interact with the Jews and Gentile God-Worshippers in the 
synagogue. He also addressed whoever happened to be in the marketplace each day. 
18Certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers engaged him in discussion too. Some said, "What 
an amateur! What's he trying to say?" Others remarked, "He seems to be a proclaimer of for-
eign gods." (They said this because he was preaching the good news about Jesus and the 
resurrection.) 19They took him into custody and brought him to the council on Mars Hill. "What 
is this new teaching? Can we learn what you are talking about? 20You've told us some strange 
things and we want to know what they mean." (21They said this because all Athenians as well 
as the foreigners who live in Athens used to spend their time doing nothing but talking about or 
listening to the newest thing.) 
 
22Paul stood up in the middle of the council on Mars Hill and said, "People of Athens, I see that 
you are very religious in every way. 23As I was walking through town and carefully observing 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 'To an unknown God.' What 
you worship as unknown, I now proclaim to you. 24God, who made the world and everything in 
it, is Lord of heaven and earth. He doesn't live in temples made with human hands, 25Nor is 
God served by human hands, as though he needed something, since he is the one who gives 
life, breath, and everything else. 26From one person God created every human nation to live on 
the whole earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their lands. 
27God made the nations so they would seek him, perhaps even reach out to him and find him. 
In fact, God isn't far away from any of us. 28In God we live, move, and exist. As some of your 
own poets said, 'We are his offspring." 
29Therefore, as God's offspring, we have no need to imagine that the divine being is like a 
gold, silver, or stone image made by human skill and thought. 30God overlooks ignorance of 
these things in times past, but now directs everyone everywhere to change their hearts and 
lives. 31This is because God has set a day when he intends to judge the world justly by a man 
he has appointed. God has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead." 
 
32When they heard about this resurrection from the dead, some began to ridicule Paul. How-
ever, others said, "We'll hear from you about this again." 33At that, Paul left the council. 34Some 
people joined him and came to believe, including Dionysius, a member of the council on Mars 
Hill, a woman named Damaris, and several others. 
 
This is the Word of the LORD 
Thanks be to God 
 
The close of the Easter Season and the close of the Academic year often parallel each other, 
and this year is no exception. Around the country institutions of learning are celebrating the 
accomplishments of their graduates, faculty are awaiting their sabbatical leave even as they 
reach back to grade last term's papers and exams, and newly christened alumni listen with 
mildly bored expressions to commencement speakers who try in vain to teach one final lesson 
through the words of this poet or that philosopher. 
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  To an Unknown God 2 of 5 

Focus: God is made known through the  Function: To assure people that we can 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ  trust the God who raises the dead. 

And Paul, waiting for his companions, is deeply distressed to find the city of Athens flooded 
with idols. 
 
Auditoriums swell with parental pride as the parade of graduates passes by to the tune of 
"Pomp and Circumstance." Churches hold special rituals to recognize the transitions that their 
youth are making from Youth Groups into whatever may be next. Students compare notes and 
final grades, celebrating triumph or commiserating about the teacher who "just didn't like me." 
 
Paul talks to some philosophers who happen to be in the Athenian marketplace one day. They 
are unimpressed with his public speaking abilities, snickering to themselves even before he 
leaves earshot. 
 
This time of year we see celebrations of graduations, as our brothers and sisters, children and 
grandchildren, and sometimes parents and grandparents, are honored as learned ones. This 
amazing mind which God has given us allows us to stretch ourselves and discover more of the 
world around us, reaching for new understandings of creation, and seeking to know more 
about its creator. 
 
Paul is taken into custody and brought to the council on Mars Hill. He's interrogated about this 
new teaching. They've surmised he is a proclaimer of foreign gods, telling him "You've told us 
some strange things and we want to know what they mean." 
 
The philosophers of Athens are the height of pluralism, and our scripture passage points to 
why: they were after the newest thing. Their learnedness stemmed not from a quest for truth, 
but from wanting to push the boundaries of what the next big thought might be. 
 
But no matter how big the newest trend might be, God is still bigger, and for all their philosophy 
and culture, the Athenians don't have a handle on the one true God. 
 
It's human nature to try and make sense of the world. Though we catch glimpses of God's ac-
tivity in creation, or in a still small voice, we cannot truly know the God whom we seek by our 
own insight. Since we cannot hold onto the vast greatness of God we carve him up into little 
earthly tokens, grasping only what pieces appeal to us, making idolatry out of God's glory. Or, 
as Anne Lamott put it, "You can safely assume you've created God in your own image when it 
turns out he hates all the same people you do.1" 
 
Once you've made that leap, as those who built the temples and idols that flooded the city of 
Athens, you're left with plenty of opportunities to pat yourself on the back for choosing the right 
combination of little gods. Then you can judge those who don't have their lives as together as 
you do. When they fail and you succeed, you can congratulate yourself for being so enlight-
ened. 
 
But Paul seems to have a different take on their broad swaths of enlightenment: "Paul stood up 
in the middle of the council on Mars Hill and said, 'People of Athens, I see that you are very 
religious in every way. As I was walking through town and carefully observing your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: 'To an Unknown God,' What you worship as 
unknown, I now proclaim to you.'" 

                                                 
1 Bird by Bird. 22. 
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Perhaps this altar to an unknown God was meant to be an expression of hospitality, inviting 
those whose worship practices were not represented elsewhere in the town. Perhaps it was a 
sign that their pantheon was constantly expanding, an adoptive tolerance of all new things. I 
tend to think it was a confession that for all their being "very religious in every way" something 
was still missing which their wisdom and philosophy could not fill. There's innate human desire 
to seek our creator, and Paul points out that "God made the nations so they would seek him," 
even though we are stumbling around in the dark on our own. The Athenians sense that their 
pantheon is just a bundle of idols, leaving them unsatisfied because it lacks truth. 
 
Their quest for novelty thinly veils their longing for truth, as though their whole culture is saying 
"perhaps the next new thing will bring us wholeness." It's easy, in such an unfocused world as 
first-century Athens, to lose trust when each new "truth" fails in turn. 
 
After all, in a universe that is constantly expanding, how can we really know anything? Science 
empirically describes the laws of nature with a little more precision each day, Arts intersect 
with the human experience in a few more places each moment, but they just give us facts and 
shadows, which can only give us passing excitement, rather than assure us of truth. In a world 
like first-century Athens, we can recognize the tendency toward abandoning the trust in an ab-
solute truth. Perhaps there is only "talking about or listening to the newest thing." Are the ob-
jects of worship in the Athenian Pantheon, or even all the world's religions just different paths 
toward the same spiritual goal? Some universally accessible unknown god? 
 
Nope. 
 
This stranger, amateur, proclaimer-of-foreign-gods named Paul speaks into the maelstrom of 
our moral relativism with conviction that can only come with personal experiences of God: 
"What you worship as unknown, I now proclaim to you." 
 
Because although humanity cannot grasp our infinite God on our own, God reveals himself to 
us. Scripture is one such revelation, preserved by the Holy Spirit in a form that is meant to be a 
unique and authoritative witness, through which God is revealed. The way we truly know God, 
though, is through Jesus Christ, the Word made Flesh. 
 
The place where we know Jesus best is in the crucifixion and resurrection. At the crucifixion, 
God shows us that death, even death on a cross, is not enough to separate us from the God 
who loves us. Jesus Christ descends into total separation from God, crying out "My God, my 
God, why have you abandoned me?" But such a separation cannot stand, and the power of sin 
and death is defeated for all time. Nothing will separate God from those whom he loves, and 
"God has given proof of this to everyone," Paul says, "by raising [Jesus] from the dead." No 
matter what else may happen, we trust that God has us firmly in hand, and will not let us go. 
 
In a world that is so frequently unfocused as our own, where science and art redefine the 
boundaries of human thought daily, it is a great comfort to me to know that God is wholly relia-
ble. The truth of God is certain, even if our perception of the world is not. 
 
Paul frames his testimony of the risen Christ as a call to repent, to "change our hearts and 
lives" in this translation. But when the truth is revealed, how can we not turn away from the idol 
distractions of the marketplaces of Athens and dedicate our lives to glorifying God and enjoy-
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ing him forever? Christ has established a new model for what it means to be a human being, 
one grounded in obedient faith and relentless love for God and our fellow humans. 
 
That's the next new thing that Paul offers Athens: a life liberated from slavery to sin, an oppor-
tunity to participate in the work of the Holy Spirit, and the assurance that we are redeemed by 
a God who loves us. It's a new life, but an ancient truth that was established from before the 
foundations of the world. It also means leaving behind the habits we built in "our ignorance of 
these things in times past." That's a tough thing for those who have benefited from those old 
habits to do. Chasing each new thing has made them famous, or wealthy, or powerful, the truth 
of God promises none of these things. As one commentator put it, "Novelty attracts their atten-
tion more quickly than truth."2 
 
While we are pursuing the new and shiny, the truth of God pursued us and claimed us as pre-
cious, and honored in God's sight. Where Paul saw an altar to an unknown God, we have 
come to know God through Christ. We can walk, therefore, in newness of life, instead of just 
chasing novelty. 
 
So, in that newness of life, let us establish a pluralism that isn't based on the newest thing, but 
is grounded in truth. Let us build a tolerance that isn't based on permissiveness, but which 
flows through righteousness. We have a God who is known to us, we know that "In God we 
live, move, and exist", and we live in a world that is seeking God. If that's not a call to service, I 
don't know what is. 
 
But something seems to be stopping us. It's possible that we don't entirely trust this new op-
portunity to participate in the work of the Holy Spirit. Maybe we are afraid that like Paul, we'll 
be mocked. Perhaps we're worried that if we share too much of this news we'll have to change 
ourselves. Compared to the cost of discipleship, it's certainly easier to dismiss others while 
celebrating our own achievement. 
 
There's a lot of self-congratulation among the Athenian Philosophers who mock Paul for his 
simple mannerisms and strange ideas, and I think that is a temptation for the church as well. 
When we look at ourselves as the enlightened ones we look down on the "others," whomever 
they may be. Occasionally that means non-believers, but usually it means people whom we 
have decided worship in the wrong way, or who do church differently than we do. It's easy to 
say that this group is too quick to follow the new and trendy, or to say that group is too slow 
and stuck in their ways. Either way, we take a moment to celebrate that we are wiser and more 
aware of the "real world" than they. 
 
By judging ourselves as superior to those on whom we shower our disdain, we are supplanting 
the true Judge - our Lord Jesus Christ - of whom we are called to be servants. Our task is not 
to judge the "unenlightened," but to love them, just as Christ first loved us. 
 
Paul states that "God has set a day when he intends to judge the world justly by a man he has 
appointed." But that should not give us anxiety. The man whom God has appointed to judge 
the world justly is Christ, who died for us, who rose for us, who reigns in power over us, and 
who prays for us. 
 

                                                 
2 William H. Willimon, Interpretation: Acts. 142 
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The same one who judges us is also the one in whom we have our redemption. Though it will 
not make sense to any of our philosophies born of human observation, Christ's resurrection 
shows the truth of who God is. 
 
Because the truth of God cannot be contained. The Roman Empire tried to crucify the truth, 
but Christ lives through the resurrection. "When the council of Mars Hill heard about this resur-
rection from the dead, some of them began to ridiculed Paul", and Lord knows God's petty 
people have found innumerable ways to misrepresent the truth over our history. But we know 
God is still active in the world, sometimes through us, sometimes in spite of us. Through all the 
hurt in our world and in our church, we do not seek "an unknown god." We pray to the God 
who is revealed in the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Pentecost is almost upon us, Easter season is coming to a close. Like the graduates com-
mencing with the next chapter of their lives, we have been given the knowledge we need to 
begin. The only degree we need was conferred at our baptism. We are called to serve not be-
cause it's the next new thing but because it's who we are. Our identity is deeply rooted in the 
identity of Jesus Christ, who shows us what it means to be a human being. It's not enough to 
just say it in our buildings, we've got to get out and listen to the ways that our people are seek-
ing God, and to find ways tell to them the truth that has set us free. 
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Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Presbytery of Western North Carolina

Preaching Commission Report

Members in attendance: Bob Tuttle, Dottie Darsie, John LaMotte, David Nash, Edyth Pruitt,
Laura Long, Fred Brown, Sylvia Sellers.

On Wednesday, May 21, 2014, the Committee on Preparation for Ministry met in the Chapel at
First Presbyterian Church, Morganton, NC to hear Candidate Joseph Taber preach in accord with 
Presbytery policy. Joseph presented a sermon titled “To an Unknown God,” using the scripture
text from Acts 17:16-34.

Joseph demonstrated competence in exegesis, the ability to draw relevant meaning from the
Biblical text, and an aptitude in preaching. He was offered words of praise, critique and positive
reinforcement from committee members.

After discussion, the Commission unanimously passed a motion to approve Joseph Taber’s
preaching and sermon and to commend him to the Presbytery for ordination.

Faithfully,

Rev. Bob Tuttle
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Marla F. Patchel 
Biography of Faith Journey 
 

I was raised in a household with four brothers and one sister. We were exposed 
early to church as our maternal grandmother was a devout United Methodist and our 
paternal grandfather was a devout Seventh Day Adventist (SDA.) Our grandparents 
would take us to church with them when we visited over the weekend. My early 
recollection was the SDA church was more fun because we were able to go to church 
on Saturday, and my grandfather was the church treasurer so we were allowed to help 
count the change. I learned to count on pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters. 

My parents divorced when I was very young and my mother became the sole 
supporter of the family. She worked the graveyard shift at the post office in order to be 
home during the day. Early on she tried to keep us involved in church. We moved 
frequently and with each move came a new church. We attended a Baptist church for a 
while, A Christian church and several others. By the time I was 10 my mother was too 
tired on Sunday mornings to “fight the kids” to get us to church so my church experience 
came to a halt at that time. 

It wasn’t until I was in my undergraduate years in college that I began to think 
about “church” again. It was a thought that stayed in the back of my mind for a long 
time. One day I was having lunch with a classmate and he was telling me about a class 
he was attending at his Catholic church and how much he was enjoying it.  I guess it 
was this casual mention of church involvement in a casual setting that prompted me to 
admit to him that I had been thinking about church but I didn’t have a clue where to go 
or how to go about finding a church, reminding him I was protestant.  Amazingly, my 
classmate offered to visit a few churches with me to see what was out there.  We visited 
several churches of different denominations. A couple of months and several churches 
later my friend said he wished to return to catholic church and I said OK because at this 
point I had narrowed the field to two possibilities, The United Methodist Church and the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. 

I have happily been a member of the Presbyterian Church, USA, for 27 years.  I 
chose the Presbyterian Church not because of an individual church, but because of the 
denomination. A denomination firmly centered in the teachings of scripture. A 
denomination with a form of government having a system of checks and balances to 
allow freedom yet assure the teachings of scripture are true. To me, the seeker, I was 
looking for a home where God, revealed in Christ and present in the Holy Spirit, would 
be loved, proclaimed and practiced. I found a home in the Presbyterian Church, USA. 

As a college student studying veterinary medicine, I was going to “save the 
animal kingdom!” Never did it cross my mind as a student that I would one day marry a 
Presbyterian minister and become intimately involved in church life and mission.  That is 
exactly what has happened. I enjoy working with animals, primarily livestock, and I love 
working in ministry and I love mission. My Husband, Donald “Patch” Patchel, was the 
director of the New Wilmington Missionary Conference for 20 years and I served as his 
secretary.  I share, with Patch, in ministry everywhere we go.  I love teaching in the 
church. I love to study church growth and trends in religion.  

In 2001 I joined the School of Laity/Commission Lay Pastor Program of the 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina and graduated in 2003. I have served on the 
PWNC Hunger Committee and I currently serve on the Small Church Committee. I look 
forward to continuing, throughout my life, to share the word of God.  

Maybe one day, in a casual setting - in a casual conversation, I may change a life. 
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Marla F. Patchel 
Statement of Faith 
 

God is sovereign and to Him be all glory and honor. The prophet Isaiah, speaking for the 
Lord, declares “I am the Lord, and there is no other. I have not spoken in secret, from somewhere 
in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob=s descendants >Seek me in vain.= I, the Lord, speak 
the truth; I declare what is right.” God is truth. Christ reveals God. God is present in the Holy 
Spirit, the promised counselor. God is central and key to all of life. He is a loving a gracious God 
who bestows gifts upon us, many of which we fail to see. Jesus Christ, the Son, bore our sin 
upon his shoulder so that we may be able to come to the Father. The Holy Spirit, sent by God, is 
with us today. When the power of the Holy Spirit is unleashed, wonders happen. In life and death 
we belong to God. God is constant, permanent, faithful and reliable. 
 The bible is the inspired word of God. The bible is sword of the spirit and it is my 
spiritual weapon. If you fail to read the scriptures and commit them memory, then how will call 
upon them when you need them? Through the scriptures, through the stories and songs, we gain 
insight into the will of God. When coming to the scriptures it is important to pray for 
understanding, to read and study the passage, research the passage and to be in conversation over 
the passage as others may have insights that you did not see or comprehend. It is also important 
to keep in mind that in today’s world the vast majority of people are preferred oral learners and 
learn from hearing the stories spoken to them. If we do no tell the stories, how will they know? 

I am quite sure that when the disciple set out to build Christ’s church they did not intend 
for there to be 40,000 + denominations in the world. Yet as sinful people, we fall short of the 
glory of God and set our own rules for right and wrong and how to interpret the teachings of 
scripture. Yet in spite of this, all of us together, make up the Church universal. Our faith in Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior – alone - binds us together as brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 As Presbyterians we are reformed in our faith and Presbyterian in our form of 
government. As members of the reformed faith our beliefs are grounded in scripture, and to aid 
our understanding of scripture we have the Book of Confessions. Our church is governed by the 
Book of Order. As with all teachings, we must pray continually for enlightenment and with 
gratitude, for if we do not seek the power of the Holy Spirit to aid in our understanding, our 
human tendencies may creep in corrupt the message. 
 As Presbyterians and members of the reformed faith we acknowledge two sacraments, 
Baptism and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The sacraments are outward signs of God’s 
invisible grace. In baptism we become a child of the covenant and heir to the grace of God. This 
is the new covenant in Jesus Christ, who took our sin upon himself and by his blood has made it 
possible for us to come to the Father. For me there is beauty in the new believer publically 
professing faith in Jesus Christ, and for infants – there is beauty in seeing parents/guardians 
standing firm in their faith and affirming to lovingly raise their child in the Lord’s embrace, 
teaching them about the Lord so that one day they may accept Christ themselves. 

The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is nourishment for the believer. The bread and the 
wine are spiritual reminders to feed upon the body and blood of Jesus Christ so the believer may 
continue to grow in God’s love and grace. Christ’s body was broken and his blood shed so that 
we may have eternal life, and we come to the table in thankful remembrance.  
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Faith Journey 
William Marcus Upchurch Jr 

 
 My faith journey began before I was born. Two thousand years ago Christ died for my 
sins and from then on I was saved. Fast forward to February 26, 1983, I received one of my 
greatest blessings, being born into a Christian family. Through, the faith of my parents I have 
known the Lord my whole life. I attended church regularly. My family taught me to love God, 
and that God loved me. The church family of First Presbyterian Church Cherryville has been 
instrumental in my journey. The congregation has loved and supported me. FPC has provided 
numerous Christian educational opportunities. The church has supplemented my parents in 
fulfilling the vows of my infant baptism, raising me Christian. Confirmation answered a lot of my 
questions on religion. It helped put meaning into worship. I began to understand who I was as a 
Christian in the Presbyterian tradition. It also began a personal yearning for a deeper 
knowledge of God.  It made me realize being a Christian is hard work but so rewarding. 

 During grad week 2001 at Myrtle Beach, I had an encounter with an “angel” from God, 
who left me a message in the sand that read “Give Your Life to Him”. Thus answering the 
question “what am I suppose to do with my life?” I am to live as a witness for Jesus Christ. My 
high school sweet heart was a Southern Baptist. While dating she attempted to convert me. I 
tried to be a good sport by studying in depth the differences in the doctrines between Baptist 
and Presbyterian traditions. This time helped secure my commitment to my Presbyterian roots. 
At age 22, I was found to have Crohn’s disease. This past year I spent the about 30 non 
consecutive day in hospital due to complications of the disease. This part of my life has helped 
me make peace with the fact that God’s Will be done. I must accept it and move on. 

 January 5, 2008 I married the love of my life Abby Owen. It was the happiest day of my 
life to that point. I learned what a real covenant with God truly is life. Until that day a covenant 
hadn’t meant that much to me. I thought about it and it occurred to me. If I can put so much of 
myself into honoring a covenant, how much more does God put into honoring his. On July 28, 
2011, my daughter Mary Ellis was born. Her birth assured me that miracles still happen. On my 
dad’s birthday, Oct. 16, 2011, Mary Ellis was baptized and Abby joined the church. Mary’s 
baptism reminded me that although I call her mine, she is really just on loan from God. It is my 
task to raise her as well as my folks raised me. Abby joining the church reinforced our marriage 
and made me realize that I have the best wife God could have provided for me. 
 As I come to the end of the School of the Laity, I reflect on what all I have learned and 
how I have grown in my faith. I feel as though the first part of my journey has come to an end. It 
seems that I have been reborn in the Spirit. It has opened the door to serve a whole new group 
of Christians in a new and somewhat scary capacity. It also brings me back to the word of Rev. 
Bill Lowe, “I aint what I want to be. I ain’t what I’m gonna be. But thank God I ain’t what I use to 
be.” I look forward to the Lord leading me in this journey of faith, and I look forward to sharing 
this journey with others as we sojourn together. 
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Statement of Faith 
William Marcus Upchurch Jr 

 

I have faith in this life and the next that I am, by the Grace of God through Jesus Christ, a 

child of the covenant. It is through the communion with the Holy Spirit that I am given the trust 

in the triune God: Abba Father, Jesus Christ the son, and my great helper the Holy Spirit. 

I have faith in God the Father. The Father is knowledge, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 

goodness, truth and love. Having no beginning and no end Father God is the eternal creator. He 

made heaven, the universe and that is contained in them and called it good.  

I have faith in Jesus Christ, the word made flesh, fully human, and fully divine, through whom 

all creation was made. Christ, who was begotten by the Father, came to dwell among his creation 

in order to proclaim the gospel of salvation, while proclaiming the power and majesty of God. 

Christ taught through the scriptures and miracles a message of hope and love. Jesus was tried, 

condemned, and crucified. Yet on the third day Christ through the power of God was raised from 

the dead. Christ overcame the power and fear of dead, that though we may die we may also be 

raised. 

I have faith in God the Holy Spirit, who is begotten of both the Father and the Son. The Holy 

Spirit, giver of faith, provides the impetus to do the work of Christ to love God and our neighbor. 

The Spirit allows us to recognize and overcome our animal nature that we may conform to the 

image of our creator. This is the Spirit who granted faith to our forbearers of the Old Testament, 

and inspired the writing and canonization of the New Testament. This is the Spirit who helps us 

to take that scripture and gives it a voice to speak to us today.  This is the voice that calls the 

Church home. 

The Bible is “the unique and authoritative Word of God”, inspired by the Holy Spirit to 

be the only rule of faith and obedience.  The Scriptures teach what we should believe about God 

and what God would like us to do. I believe the Bible must be read with the assistance of the 

Holy Spirit in order for it to make any kind of sense. I believe that the Bible is part of the word 

of God but like a church building is but useless matter without the interaction of the Spirit and 

Gods elect. 

I believe that the Church consists of the children of God, past, present and future. I 

believe the Church is the body of Christ called to be a community of faith, hope, love and 

witness. I believe the church is “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic”. I believe it is duty of the 

Church universal to follow the commands and example set forth by God though Christ, the Holy 

Spirit and sacred scripture. I believe that by the grace of God I have been led by the Spirit to 

serve Christ in the reformed tradition with a Presbyterian system of government, where “the 

Word of God is truly preached and heard, the Sacraments are rightly administered, and 

ecclesiastical discipline is uprightly ministered.  

I believe both baptism and Communion are outward signs of an inward grace. Baptism is 

accomplished with water in the name of the Father Son and Holy Ghost. It is a sign and seal of 

the fulfillment of God’s covenant with his people through Jesus Christ. I believe Communion is 

spiritual nutrition enjoyed as we  join with Christ and all the saints, past, present, and future, to 

refresh our souls I believe that the Kingdom of God has already come in that we his children 

strive to do his will. I believe the new kingdom of the resurrected bodies will come when Christ 

comes again. I put my trust in the Lord as to how and when this day will arrive and final 

judgment will be pronounced. 
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COM ATTACHMENT 7 

 

Colleagues, here I am at the 

Buncombe County Court House 

working at my new and exciting 

Validated Ministry.  I am very 

pleased that WNCP has validated 

my call as a Court Advocate for 

Helpmate which is a domestic 

violence agency.  As a Court 

Advocate one tries to lead victims 

of domestic violence through the 

court system with as much dignity 

as possible so that a new life might 

begin. The teaching tool you see in 

this picture is frequently used by 

members of the Helpmate staff to 

assist victims in understanding the 

cycle of domestic violence.   

In addition to court advocacy 

Helpmate provides: child and family 

advocacy, emergency shelter, 

individual counseling, educational 

and support groups, community 

education and professional training. 

One of the Great Ends of the Church 

in our Book of Order tells us that 

the ministry of the church seeks, 

“the promotion of social 

righteousness.” Helpmate does this 

and I would encourage you to look 

us up online or ask me about how 

you or your congregation might 

learn more. This organization is 

made up of dedicated and 

compassionate people and I thank 

God for this new opportunity to 

serve Jesus Christ. 

I am passionate about this new call and invite you to pray for me, for domestic violence agencies and all 

those they seek to serve. 

Susan Denne 
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Biography of Rev. David Bradley
Pastoral Counselor
Marriage and Family Therapist
davidbradleylmft@gmail.com
www.davidbradley.intuitwebsites.com
(828)989-8301

David Bradley was born in Decatur, Georgia, his parents
freshly home from the mission field in Taiwan. He comes from
a long line of Presbyterian ministers and missionaries on his
father’s side, and a long line of Lutheran ministers and
missionaries on his mother’s side. David graduated from King
College with a psychology degree and worked as an admissions

counselor at King for two years. He then followed a call to seminary, starting at Union Seminary
(VA), and finishing his M.Div. at Columbia Seminary.

After serving churches in Georgia for eight years (Covington and Milledgeville), David returned
to school for pastoral counseling at Lousiville Seminary. Upon graduation, David served New
Vision, Conover, in our Presbytery, and did a two year residency in pastoral counseling at Wake
Forest Baptist Medical Center’s CareNet Counseling Center. He has been in private practice in
Asheville since 2007, serving individuals, couples and families as they go through the many
transitions in their lives. He considers it a great privilege to be an important part of the church’s
mission as he helps members care for themselves well so the mission they continue to do to and
with the world can be meaningful to them and the persons they serve. David’s practice is located
at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, where he also feels privileged to worship and serve in a
variety of ways. 
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Biographical Survey 

Curtis Fussell 

3002 Colony Dr. 

Jamestown, NC 27282 

 

Growing up in Charlotte, NC, my family attended Sardis Presbyterian Church regularly. I 

then attended Appalachia State University where I majored in Religion and Philosophy. 

Choosing this major reflected my already deep interest in the Bible and theology. My minor was 

Geology which reflected my interest in the natural world, particularly mountain regions. 

 

 After college I attended Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY. 

The influential teacher I had there was Prof. Harold Nebelsick, who taught me the Karl Barth 

perspective on theology which is still deeply ingrained in me to this day. 

 

 It was Nebelsick who encouraged me to attend New College at the University of 

Edinburgh, Scotland. I spent three years at the graduate and wrote a Ph.D. dissertation, critical of 

T. F. Torrance’s articulation of a scientific theology. However, the dissertation failed. 

 

 On returning to the U. S., I took a pastoral position at a small, rural church in Sanford, 

NC. While there I pursued a D. Min. from Columbia Theological Seminary with Shirley Guthrie 

as my mentor and advisor for my dissertation on Adult and Infant Baptism, essentially set out 

their different reformed theological perspectives. It was here that my four children were born. 

 

 After receiving the D.Min., I decided to pursue a Ph.D. at Drew University. I had hoped 

to work with a certain theologian at the school on Barth’s view of adult baptism, but that certain 

theologian was fiercely opposed to Barth’s view on the subject. However, I did go on with 

another mentor and wrote a dissertation on Barth’s view of humanity that leads to his view on 

adult baptism. 

 

 After graduation I took a pastorate at Richlands Presbyterian Church in Richlands, VA. 

Set in southwest Virginia had a pleasant pastorate there for five years. I also was able to teach 

courses at the local community college on Religion and Philosophy. It was Richlands that I was 

also able for the first time to publish two books on sermons. 

 

 Due to the decline in the population, I felt it was time to move from Richlands. I took a 

pastorate in Mebane, NC, where I had the privilege to develop a contemporary worship service 

on Saturday evening. 

 

 Ten years later my wife took a pastorate in Greensboro, NC, so I decided to pursue 

teaching full-time. I received a M.A. in Communication Studies from UNC-Greensboro with a 

capstone on the dynamics of friendship in an adult church class. I then served as an adjunct at 

UNCG and at two community colleges teaching courses on communications and public 

speaking. During this time I have also served as a supply preacher at various churches in Salem 

Presbytery, most recently preaching every Sunday at a church since December 2013. 
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Curtis Fussell 

Statement of Faith (from PIF) 
 

            I believe in God and the revelation of God in Jesus Christ, God’s Son our Lord, and I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit our Comforter, in order to perceive and understand that 

God is the gracious and loving Creator for life at the beginning, in the present, and in the future. 

This belief sustains me by giving me hope and guidance in my actions and interactions in living. 

  

            I believe in one God who is revealed in three inter-relations as Father, Son and Spirit. My 

faith centers on God who is both elusive and yet revealed and engaged as gracious and loving in 

the history of Israel, in the gospel presented in the man Jesus, and in the history of the Church in 

the power of the Word and Holy Spirit. 

  

            In the history of Israel God reveals a steadfast love and grace for the world. This 

revelation becomes particular and personal with the crucified God in Jesus Christ. Through the 

Word and life of Jesus Christ in deeds of mercy and demands, even to death on the Cross made 

merciful by his resurrection, Jesus Christ gives us the full revelation of who God is and who we 

are called to be as disciples of Jesus Christ. God is the crucified God in Jesus Christ reconciling 

the world for life. 

  

            While God’s work of grace and love is revealed in Jesus Christ, I believe God is still 

creating, and still interacting with creation and with the people of the world. God still comes to 

us by the power of the Holy Spirit in the Word of God, witnessed preeminently through the 

Church, teaching us the way to be truly human which God made known fully in Jesus Christ. 

The Holy Spirit revives my faith, teaches me how to pray, and stirs the Church to remain 

steadfast in living out the ways of God. It is by the Holy Spirit that Jesus Christ is head of the 

Church. It is by the Holy Spirit that the Church hears the continual responsibility to be a servant 

people before God as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

  

            Through the body of Christ, the church, I am enabled to maintain the obedience necessary 

to follow the way which points to life in Jesus Christ. In this community the reconciling work of 

the crucified God’s love and grace in Jesus Christ is witnessed to and given expression and form 

in the world as a mission-oriented body of people who seek to express new and abundant living 

as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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Emily Wilmarth Bio 

 
I was raised in a family for whom church attendance was a weekly occurrence. My parents are still 
members of the church in which I was raised, St. Philip Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas. 
Mine was the only family in the congregation to drive 35 miles to get to church each Sunday, and 
so our commitment to church life was something I took seriously from an early age. At St. Philip, I 
learned that as a child and a youth my voice mattered. I learned that asking questions and raising 
doubts helps one grow in faith. I learned that being a member of the body of Christ means that I 
am part of something bigger than me, and that the work of the church happens inside and outside 
the building’s walls. From an early age, I learned to trust in God’s love. 
 
At Haverford College, far away from Texas, my only bout of homesickness occurred in a visit to 
church. I attended worship in a large congregation, and as I sat in the pews alone, surrounded by 
worshipers who did not welcome me, I fought back tears. The service felt so familiar, yet the 
community was not home. It was not until my senior year that I returned to corporate worship. 
The summer before senior year, I worked as a middle school clubs counselor at Montreat, and 
there began my journey back to church. I made friends who were smart, engaging, and fun, just 
like my college friends. Only these friends were on their way to seminary, content in their identity 
as Christians. I felt at home, again, in the body of Christ. 
 
Before entering seminary, I served for four years as Youth Assistant, then Youth Director at Bryn 
Mawr Presbyterian Church. I had sensed a call to ministry, but wanted to work in a church to 
better understand professional ministry. During those four years at Bryn Mawr, I encountered the 
best and the worst of church. I saw the body of Christ joyfully thrive in service and mission, in 
study and in play. I also experienced deeply painful transitions and hurtful behavior between 
sisters and brothers in Christ. Yet, I could not deny the growing sense that my role in church 
leadership was God’s vocational calling on my life. Guided by mentors on the pastoral staff and 
among the congregation, I applied to seminary. 
 
I sought urban ministry opportunities during my three years at Princeton. Working for a year at 
FPC Germantown, PA and for a summer at Broad Street Ministry in the heart of Philadelphia, my 
understanding of the body of Christ was stretched to new growth. That growth continued for two 
years serving Central Presbyterian Church in downtown Atlanta. I was ordained to a validated 
ministry as a Resident Pastor in the Lilly Transition into Ministry Program. At Central, I functioned 
as an associate pastor, offering pastoral care, teaching, leading worship, and facilitating committee 
work. As a learning component, two other Resident Pastors, Central’s pastors, and I engaged in 
monthly seminars for education and reflection on our ministry. This experience was invaluable.  
 
I currently serve as the Associate Pastor for Youth and Mission at the Presbyterian Church in 
Westfield, NJ. My job includes planning and implementing opportunities for youth to learn, serve, 
play, and grow as disciples. I am the director of the Agape Community Kitchen, a weekly youth-led 
ministry serving hot meals to as many as 300 guests in Elizabeth, NJ. My work planning and 
leading traditional and contemporary style worship services continues to be a highlight of 
ministry for me.  
 
I trust in God’s guidance on this rich and varied journey of faith, marked by the communities of 
faith that have helped shape my identity as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  I look forward with joy and 
anticipation to the next steps in my journey. 
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Emily Wilmarth 
Statement of Faith (from PIF) 

 
I believe in the holy trinity: God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer. I know this 
by way of the Holy Spirit, through the witness of Scripture, particularly the gospel narrative of the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God’s word revealed in Scripture lives and moves in us, opening us to the true, 
yet mysterious nature of God.  
 
I believe God created the universe and called it good. God made us in God’s image, and initiated a relationship 
with us. We can get a glimpse of that image when others reach out to us in love, when we stand in awe of 
nature, or when we find commonality amidst diversity. Throughout history and even now, humans fall short of 
God’s goodness. We are sinful, despite our efforts to follow God’s commandments; in sin, we distance ourselves 
from God. But God stays with us. Through a covenant of  
grace and forgiveness, God promises to love us. 
 
God entered human history as the fully human, fully divine Jesus Christ. Jesus lived a sinless life and revealed the 
truth of God’s kingdom. Jesus healed the sick, fed the hungry, and welcomed children, prisoners, and outcasts. 
He showed the world that God’s love transcends human-made boundaries of “in” or “out,” “good” or “bad.” 
Jesus’ ministry of reconciliation shows how our love of God, neighbor, and self can repair our broken 
relationship with God. 
 
Jesus suffered the pain of crucifixion, was buried by his followers, descended into hell for three days, and was 
raised by God to conquer the darkness, fear, and finitude of death. He appeared in resurrection to his disciples, 
exhorting them to continue his work of making real on earth the reality of God’s reign in heaven. He died so that 
we might live knowing God’s unending love for us. His life, death, and resurrection offer us the opportunity to 
live with freedom in gratitude for the grace God offers through Jesus Christ. 
 
I believe the Holy Spirit enables us to know the mystery of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. The Holy Spirit 
actively moves in our lives, encouraging and supporting our work of faith. In the sacraments of baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, we celebrate the truth of God’s love for all people, given to us as signs of Christ’s presence and 
symbols of God’s work in the world. We are cleansed by the waters of baptism and welcomed into Christ’s body. 
At the table, we share with the communion of saints Christ’s body and blood, symbolized by bread and cup. We 
remember the sacrifice Christ made for us, celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and look in hope for Christ’s coming 
again. 
 
Just as the three persons of the trinity exist in communion, so are we to live, work, and worship in fellowship 
together. The mission of the church is to share the good news of Christ to all people. I believe we do this when 
we follow the example of Jesus’ life on earth. We are called to love, heal, feed, teach, welcome, forgive, and 
worship God in community. 
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Rev. Calvin Lewers 

Biographical Statement 

  

     Rev. Calvin Lewers was born the sixth child of eight children to the late L.C. and Carrie Lewers of 

Greenville, South Carolina. He and his family were members of The Reedy River Baptist Church in 

Mauldin, South Carolina. His sense of call to ministry started when he was a boy while attending 

Sunday school classes at Reedy River. His religious experiences at church led him to develop a desire to 

attend college to study for the ministry.  

      Reverend Lewers’ educational faith journey included the following schools and work experiences: 

Morton Elementary School and Bryson High School in Greenville County, South Carolina; Johnson C. 

Smith University, Charlotte, North Carolina from 1964-68; United States Army, 1968-70, serving one of 

the years in Saigon, Vietnam; Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools System  from 1972-2001; Master of 

Education degree from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, North Carolina in 1975; 

Certification in Administration in 1981. During his tenure with the Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools 

System, he was a classroom teacher, guidance counselor, assistant principal and principal.    

       Reverend Lewers believes that God has been present throughout his life. He believes that the Lord 

guided him into a relationship with his wife, Vera Wallace Lewers, who is also a graduate of Johnson C. 

Smith University, the University of North Carolina at Charlotte with a M. Ed. and Certification in 

Administration from UNC Charlotte. They have three daughters, two of whom are married:  Shava  

Lewers Meadows who lives in Crestview, Florida and is an Engineer for the United States Department 

of Defense at Eglin Air Force Base in Fort Walton Beach, Florida; LaToya  Lewers Shoffner, a High 

School History Teacher at Western Guilford High School in Greensboro, North Carolina with 

Administration Certification; and Sarah Grace Lewers, a graduate student in Technology Safety at North 

Carolina A&T State University in Greensboro, North Carolina. Rev. Lewers and his wife, Vera, have 

three grandchildren, Jadyn Sharice and Jordan Maurice Meadows of Crestview Florida and Haleigh 

Sinclair Shoffner of Greensboro, N.C. 

         Rev. Lewers became a member of the Grier Heights Presbyterian Church in 1972.  He was 

ordained as a Ruling Elder in 1980 and served as a Sunday Church School Teacher, Children’s Church 

Leader, and Commissioner to Presbytery, Synod and to the 1991 General Assembly in Baltimore, 

Maryland. In 1983 he received a Master of Theology degree from Christian International Theological 

Seminary, but with a strong desire to minister in the Presbyterian church, he decided to pursue another 

theological degree to fulfill the requirements. To that end, he has taken courses from the following 

seminaries; Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, Erskine Theological Seminary, 

Due West, South Carolina, Gordon Cromwell Seminary, Charlotte, North Carolina and Union 

Theological Seminary, Charlotte, N.C. He graduated April 26, 2008 from Union Presbyterian Seminary, 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  

         Serving for four years as student pastor of Love’s Chapel Presbyterian Church in Belmont, NC,   

Rev. Lewers was ordained August 26, 2008 as pastor. In total, Rev. Lewers faithfully served Love’s 

Chapel for ten years. His primary objective was to preach the Gospel message and to help the 

congregation grow. In serving Love’s Chapel Rev. Lewers participated in the following Presbytery 

initiatives: Pastor’s Institute, Presbytery Council, Act: 16, Self-development of People committee; In the 

Community: Gaston Area Presbyterians (GAP), Belmont Ministers Association, Belmont Unity Day 

Committee. 

        Rev. Lewers’ plans and hopes for Retirement are to continue to serve the Lord by preaching, 

teaching, counseling when opportunities come available.      
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Biographical Information 

For Retired PWNC Church Professionals 

YES, I will be at the Presbytery Meeting on July 29th at Warren Wilson College 

Name:    David W. McKee    Phone:   (716)572-8415 

Email:   mckeedavid@aol.com  

Biographical Data 

Married:  Sharon Lee Pennock, July 1967  

      Children: Amy Rebecca (b. 1972). Michael David (b. 1977) 

Education:    Florida Presbyterian (now Eckerd) College – B.A. (1967) 

  Union Theological Seminary (Va.) – M.Div. (1971), D.Min. (1981) 

Ordained:  Bethesda, Maryland (Potomac Presbytery) – June 29, 1971 

Service to the Church:       Bethesda church – 1971-77 (assistant/associate pastor) 

    Hickory (NC) church – 1977-88 (pastor) 

    Westminster church (Snellville, GA) – 1989-91 (interim pastor) 

    Clairmont church (Decatur, GA) – 1991 (interim pastor) 

    First church (Ft. Myers, FL) – 1991-92 (interim pastor) 

    Arlington church (Jacksonville, FL) – 1992-97 (pastor) 

    Western New York Presbytery – 1997-2003 (general presbyter) 

    Transylvania Presbytery – 2004-2007 (interim general presbyter) 

    Synod of Mid-Atlantic – 2008-2013 (synod executive & clerk) 

Service to various Presbyteries:   

Candidates Committee, Presbytery Consultant Service, Presbytery Council, Personnel Committee, 

Committee on Ministry, COM’s Conflict Resolution Team 

Valedictory thought:   

About thirty years ago, I was drawn to a distinction between “Church” and “Kingdom.” They do 

not coincide completely, or even regularly, and certainly not predictably.  The church is the broken 

collection of fallible humans; the kingdom exists where God’s Spirit breaks through to us.  Sometimes that 

takes place in or through the church; often it happens in people or places outside the church.  I have 

sought to work for the kingdom, while working in the church.   
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 Church/Org Mbrshp Base Def Comp Utilities Housing Manse SS Auto Prof Dev Other Total 2013 Total

Aichinger, Ann CONOVER NEW CHURCH DEV. 20,400 12,000 2,478 3,175 38,053 38,053
Aichinger, Frank CONOVER NEW CHURCH DEV. 20,400 12,000 2,478 3,175 38,053 38,053
Austin, Stephen M.UNITEDUNITED 102 34,692 3,100 11,337 3,758 3,000 1,500 1,000 58,387 56,896
Bacon, Patricia CALVARY 60 26,520 1,200 6,600 2,665 3,146 1,097 41,228 41,228
Bailey, Michael MORGANTON FIRST 655 41,729 41,729 6,384 3,600 2,300 95,742 92,753
Barnes, Steven NEWTON FIRST 393 35,000 30,000 4,973 3,200 3,000 2,000 78,173
Benett, Joseph Hospice of Yancey County 53,040 53,040
Bernhardt, Anita PWNC 22,334 21,500 3,353 2,500 200 49,887 48,790
Bernhardt, James NORTHMINSTER 312 42,025 3,000 21,630 3,200 2,500 3,000 75,355 73,486
Boggs, Randall MILLS RIVER 119 27,714 11,877 3,029 3,250 1,130 47,000 46,021
Bowling, Adam MORGANTON FIRST 655 26,330 26,330 3,792 3,600 2,100 62,152 59,656
Bowman, Lee HIGHLANDS, FIRST 189 43,192 3,215 28,560 5,603 1,489 3,226 85,285 80,283
Boyce, Richard Union Presby. Seminary 53,890 30,000 13,065 1,500 98,455 96,656
Bradley, David Pastoral Counselor 45,000 45,000
Bryant, Jason MOUNT HOLLY 151 33,346 18,000 3,928 3,600 1,500 60,374 60,374
Buchanan, William Asheville Youth Mission 48,500 28,500 5,890 1,000 83,890
Burnham, Mark ASHEVILLE FIRST 789 46,793 42,840 6,856 5,180 2,192 2,000 105,861
Byrd, Joey T. US Army, Chaplain 104,108 Provided Provided 104,108 103,078
Campbell, Kathy CROSSNORE 107 17,516 29,518 3,933 3,247 1,132 408 55,754 54,094
Campbell, William HENDERSONVILLE FIRST 465 47,070 25,000 5,513 3,501 500 3,800 85,384
Christenbury, DwightTRINITY 356 33,296 10,000 3,312 1,200 47,808 46,860
Clark, Carol UNITY 654 61,325 18,397 6,098 85,820 80,659
Clark, Mark UNITY 654 63,655 63,655 62,300
Coffey, Jeff MARION FIRST 138 28,700 6,000 10,410 3,451 3,250 1,130 1,000 53,941 52,840
Davenport, CharlesPWNC 12,815 1,000 13,815 13,593
Davis, Dent TRYON 332 51,000 2,500 3,900 17,220 5,760 5,500 5,000 1,500 92,380 90,901
Davis, Heather HICKORY FIRST 854 36,013 10,800 3,855 1,424 52,092 50,149
Deas, Eddie THIRD STREET 72 32,000 18,000 3,825 2,920 2,015 58,760
Elderbrock, StephenBURNSVILLE FIRST 195 28,275 19,570 3,660 3,672 1,224 56,401 54,723
Fancher, Raymond SUMTER SC FIRST 45,200 22,800 5,202 5,650 2,650 81,502
Farber, Kristy GRACE COVENANT 653 32,182 20,000 4,323 2,500 2,100 61,105 57,505
Forsyth, Edward NEW HOPE GASTONIA 170 26,017 3,600 19,272 3,645 4,200 1,200 57,934
Frederick, Kevin WALDENSIAN 379 31,990 4,200 27,000 4,835 2,750 3,000 3,445 77,220 76,560
Freeman, Keith PINEOLA 49 6,000 4,800 .50 per mile 10,800 11,400
French, Berry BLACK MOUNTAIN 679 7,500 17,500 25,000 3,825 3,085 1,500 58,410 54,481
Frye, John GASTONIA FIRST 1,065 61,488 30,000 6,999 4,800 2,000 105,287 105,287
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Gatewood, ThomasARBOR DALE 127 25,050 29,750 4,192 3,200 1,115 63,307 63,307
Hanna, Terry BRYSON CITY 90 31,863 9,559 3,169 3,398 1,184 49,173 47,625
Hinman, Robert LENOIR FIRST 437 81,973 81,973 80,593
Holeman, James UNION 180 30,000 1,200 15,000 3,600 4,315 54,115
Isaacs, Michael WESTMINSTER 31 28,630 14,000 3,262 2,000 2,000 2,000 51,892
Jones, Rebecca SHELBY 511 25,380 4,820 15,000 3,458 3,500 2,000 54,158
Justice, Kimberly FRANKLIN FIRST 138 35,100 1,300 10,920 3,620 4,500 2,000 1,000 58,440
Lindeman, William THYATIRA 47,700 3,600 2,000 53,300
Lindsay, John WAYNESVILLE FIRST 134 28,157 25,200 4,082 3,500 1,300 62,239 62,239
Linton, Eugene WALNUT 24 21,373 3,687 1,812 1,625 565 1,200 30,262 39,512
Long, Bradford Pres. Reformed Min., Int. 39,957 28,858 5,362 500 4,975 79,652 79,652
Long, Laura CLINCHFIELD 20 14,040 760 14,800 14,560
Lytle, David Novant Health 56,493 1,695 3,294 61,482 60,059
Malone, Whit HICKORY FIRST 854 60,850 35,595 7,942 Reimbur 1,933 1,017 107,337 102,943
 McCall, John Mission Co-Worker, Taiwan 35,441 Provided 3,005 38,446 55,922
McCully, Robert DALLAS FIRST 71 15,450 1,182 600 275 17,507 17,507
McKee, Michael NEWLAND 57 25,000 12,000 2,831 3,200 1,115 44,146
Michie, Lynn Ministry of Hope, SCCW 24,158 19,000 4,747 500 750 1,240 50,395 49,937
Morgan, Anne NEW HOPE ASHEVILLE 129 25,000 22,400 3,627 3,000 8,000 62,027
Oedy, Daniel SOUTHMINSTER 307 48,000 24,000 5,700 4,800 1,200 800 84,500
Peery, Albert, Jr. Montreat Conference Center 108,888 33,982 9,126 2,460 154,456 151,388
Poulos, Michael ASHEVILLE FIRST 789 26,149 21,705 3,660 2,342 1,535 2,000 57,391 57,305
Pruitt, Edyth FAIRVIEW 101 25,433 15,683 3,134 3,750 2,500 4,000 54,500 54,500
Pruitt, John ROBINSON MEMORIAL 45 8,400 13,200 21,600 20,400
Ragan, Daria BELMONT FIRST 740 13,033 25,000 2,718 2,085 1,075 43,911 43,719
Ramsey, Mark GRACE COVENANT 653 64,904 36,000 8,359 4,200 3,600 117,063 111,153
Rankin, Kathleen BESSEMER CITY 33 12,000 4,800 1,800 18,600
Runholt, Steven WARREN WILSON 171 22,702 2,500 30,000 4,223 1,000 1,500 61,925 61,708
Russell, Field BANNER ELK 181 31,000 28,000 4,514 4,000 4,880 4,000 76,394 64,717
Scofield, Donald RUTHERFORDTON 342 50,018 33,000 6,351 3,000 1,200 5,194 98,763 98,763
Sears, Michael WALDENSIAN 379 26,350 18,000 3,393 1,200 2,117 1,800 52,860 51,943
Segars, Kyle ETOWAH 55 25,996 1,800 9,204 2,887 3,200 1,115 44,202 40,458
Sigmon, Elizabeth OLNEY 71 17,424 9,120 1,056 27,600
Smith, Allen KENILWORTH 55 20,000 20,000 3,060 Reimbur Reimbur 43,060 42,579
Stanley, Becky FOREST CITY FIRST 83 30,000 2,400 200 32,600 31,200
Stanley, Mark TRINITY 356 51,572 22,000 5,628 Reimbur Reimbur 2,500 81,700 80,480
Steele, Carol Montreat Conference Center 30,147 19,500 3,798 900 54,345
Strickler, Cynthia Pres. Reformed Min., Int. 34,000 20,000 Reimbur 1,000 750 55,750 52,750
Sweetser, William SPRUCE PINE FIRST 119 33,957 16,000 3,820 3,300 1,400 58,477 58,057
Taylor, Catherine SWEETWATER 74 24,583 7,375 2,445 3,250 1,130 38,783 38,210
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Thompson, Keith BREVARD-DAVIDSON RIVER 495 43,545 34,751 6,766 2,100 1,900 1,000 90,062 89,124
Thurmond, Yvonne QUAKER MEADOWS 111 24,220 5,200 8,826 2,926 3,200 1,115 45,487 42,210
Torrence, Margaret BLACK MOUNTAIN 620 74,000 5,661 5,000 1,500 86,161
Tuttle, Robert Montreat Conference Center 50,947 29,900 6,188 Reimbur Reimbur 87,035
Upchurch, Melissa MARSHALL 73 24,583 7,375 2,445 3,250 1,130 38,783 37,295
Vanacore, Lauren GASTONIA FIRST 1,065 36,110 20,000 4,292 3,000 2,000 65,402 65,402
Warner, Samuel BELMONT FIRST 740 58,562 32,500 6,852 6,150 1,550 105,614 101,753
Webber, Lynn HICKORY FIRST 854 30,433 13,000 3,577 1,314 1,000 49,324  
White, Bobbi PWNC 21,962 17,000 15,000 4,128 9,600 5,000 3,500 76,190 74,090
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Hunger Committee 

July 29, 2014 

Rev. Bill Heck, Chair 

 
Your Hunger Committee is grateful for the 65 churches in our presbytery who faithfully support  the 

Nickel A Meal offering.  This year, so far, our presbytery has provided significant support for: 

1) Malawi’s Nkhoma Hospital Children’s Ward ..………………..………....$16,764 

2) Black Mountain Children’s Home Community Garden……………………$1,000 

3) Interfaith Assistance Ministry of Henderson County………………………$4,000 

4) Dulatown Presbyterian Church food pantry  ………………………………$3,350 

5) Community Assistance Program of Waldensian Presbyterian Church …….$3,350 

6) Back Pack program of Macon County’s Care Network ……………………$5,000 

7) Cherokee County Sharing Center …………………………………………..$6,000 

 

Isn’t it amazing how Presbyterians willing to make a small sacrifice (just 5 cents a meal) and working 

together can make such a big difference?  If your church would like to participate in this offering and 

needs some information or encouragement, please let our committee know. We can arrange a visit if 

you’d like. 

 

The deadline for submitting requests for Nickel-A-Meal Grants to be awarded this fall is October 1, 

2014. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Bill Heck, chair 
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The 2014 Malawi Mission Team Report 

Submitted by Rev. Steve Austin 

 

 While this report is written in the first person, I think it represents all who travelled to Nkhoma 

since no single member could write a report that captured all the experiences we had on this spiritual 

journey.  

 I cannot begin to tell you how strongly I have been impacted by my trip to Malawi. While I have 

always wanted to go to Africa, while I have longed to see the magnificence of the wildlife of what we 

call the Dark Continent and while I have for years wanted to experience mission work in another 

country; what affected me most were the people. I came to meet and know several Malawians over the 

two weeks I was there. People who worked at various places like the Nkhoma Hospital, the P.B.+ J. 

plant, the Ebenezer Institute of Learning, or the people who served us while staying at the Tahar’s 

guesthouse, all presented a new and hopeful face to humanity for me. And they have names. Samuel, 

Henry, Serena, Job, Deviswan, Timoth, Adam, David, Chief Hastings, Matrine, Lincoln, and Kuchipala. 

But as interesting and impressive as their names are, as powerful as their personal stories are, it is their 

faces that I remember most.  

 Then there were the countless people I 

constantly encountered whose faces I also remember 

whether I came to know their names or not. They 

almost always had smiles on their faces. Smiles from 

the children at the Ebenezer school, people I passed or 

traded with in the market, seminary students who gave 

me a tour of the Nkhoma museum, or the people who 

I waved to on the dusty roadsides as we drove to the 

villages. All these people had something in common 

and it was more than dark brown eyes and skin. That 

something was the face of Christ. Each one was a 

creation of the same God that created you and me. 

Some of them were Christians while others were not 

and yet in each one I met a person that was formed in the image of God. Each one was a person who 

deserved love, care and respect. And each one was my brother or sister.  

 Along with 10 other Americans, I had travelled half way across this globe to meet and serve 

strangers, all the while knowing I was the real stranger. My eyes were opened by these people who were 

kind, generous, warm and child-like in so many ways. As I 

saw these people, as I made new friends, as I walked 

among them in their world, I was constantly reminded of 

so many stories and parables from the life and words of 

our Lord. Childlike faith, hospitality, giving with a loving 

heart, humility, caring for one another and loving my 

neighbor. While I have seen these things in people 

throughout my own life, I have never witnessed them in 

such abundance as I did in Nkhoma, Malawi. I was in the 

7th poorest country in the word and met women who had 

HIV and yet they shared their daily bread (Nsima) with 

me. I had travelled thousands of miles and met people who 

made me feel at home. I could barely speak more than a few words in their language of Chichewa and 

yet was able to share smiles, laughs, prayers, and hugs while they overlooked my bumbling of their 

language.  

 Our mission team had come to help and serve and we came to represent the love and care of the 

people of Presbytery of Western N.C. We were recognized by so many people and our reputation is 
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admirable. I heard from more than one person that while other people, groups, and denominations come 

to Nkhoma to help, our delegation is seen as dependable. One person said that "Other people come and 

go, but you come and come every year. This is good" It made me proud to be a part of the group even 

though I was a Freshman, so I took the compliment on behalf of everyone else. Hey, I'm here to help. 

I was also aware how directly God intervenes to make his ministry happen. I had come to do great things 

or small deeds. But it would be God who decided. I wanted to help and the first opportunity was an 

expensive one. Since I had only one piece of carry-on baggage I was given a small parcel to take for the 

Hospital. I had no problem until I found out that it was a portable ultrasound machine worth some 

$20,000.00's. I carried it like a baby and was never so glad in all my life to deliver such a precious 

bundle. While I didn't donate it, I made very sure it arrived safely. God also took disappointing 

dilemmas and transformed them into opportunities to serve. He helped us see just how life changing 

simple kindness can be and how everyone needs to be loved no matter how important they are or aren't. 

God knew where the work was most needed and we learned 

to trust his choices more than our own.  

  We are so blessed here in America. And so are the 

people in Malawi. We are rich in money and resources. They 

have a wealth of family, community, culture and joy. We 

have schools and churches. So do they. We worship freely 

for a few hours a week at most. They worship for 3 hours on 

Sunday alone. We tithe and contribute to our churches. They 

do the very same thing. We are blessed in so many ways, 

they are too. But, in the end, I was humbled by their 

openness to us. People who had more to learn from them, 

than they from us.  

 Like all of us in the team, I was often asked about my first impression of Malawi but I really 

didn't have one. My life had been one of stories, movies, videos, and study of Africa. I had learned of 

this small, poor, unknown country, years ago from reports by this very Presbytery. I was always open to 

new ideas and willing to respect people different from myself and love them as my Lord commanded. 

But no single impression stood out. There was so much to see, absorb, experience and learn. I only hope 

that I can translate my experiences, along with the rest of the Team, in such a way that more people will 

do as much as possible to help those in need. No matter where those people may be found. 

 I am eternally grateful to God for this marvelous opportunity, to this Presbytery for its 

commitment to Malawi and to the people I journeyed with along the way (especially their patience). I 

will never forget our experiences in Malawi. But I will more deeply remember how much love they 

showed us as fellow Christians. In Africa I found the brothers and sisters I knew I had but had never 

met. I was no closer to Christ in Malawi than I am here, but I sincerely believe I learned how to see Him 

a bit more personally.  

 Thanks Be To God. 

  

2014 Malawi Mission 

Team 
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GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP – join us in CELEBRATING 20 YEARS of being    

                           “TOGETHER IN CHRIST “                                                                              
"that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith."  Romans 1:12 

The partnership approach to mission is based on the biblical understanding of "koinonia," which the Apostle Paul 
interpreted as "working together for the Gospel." This suggests that we are not only to serve our sisters and 
brothers in other lands, but that we are also to seek the help which they can offer us from the rich resources of 
their faith and experience. It was the recognition that we need to listen and learn from Christians whose lives and 
faith are shaped by other cultures that initiated and has sustained the quest for an international partnership. 

 

The presbyteries of Western North Carolina, Sur Occidente, and Suchitepéquez will be celebrating 
twenty years of partnership in 2014.  The PWNC Guatemala Partnership's Leadership Team in 
conjunction with the Guatemalan presbyteries' partnership committees is planning a number of 
activities throughout the year to acknowledge this milestone. 

 At the October 2014 PWNC presbytery meeting, the partnership covenant will be renewed for 
another five-year period. 

Friday, November 7, 2014 is the day when all three presbyteries will celebrate the 20 years of 
partnership together in Guatemala.   

Throughout 2014, in Guatemala and Western North Carolina, different aspects of the partnership will 
be remembered and celebrated, including new initiatives in health and education, a youth trip to 
Guatemala, and much more. 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GUATEMALA PARTNERSHIP 

 

Soon after the PWNC was formed in January of 1989 a Task Force was formed to explore the possibility 

of an international partnership.  In October of 1992 a presbytery consultation on international 

partnership was held at the Black Mountain Church; based on this consultation and a questionnaire to 

churches, it was determined that there was interest in a partnership; presbytery “assets” and 

“weaknesses” listed on the questionnaire were used to frame a proposal for such a partnership.  This 

proposal was approved at the July 30, 1993 meeting of the PWNC.  In October of 1993 three members 

of the Task Force visited Suchitepéquez and Sur Occidente presbyteries in Guatemala.  The decision to 

enter into a partnership was endorsed by PWNC at its January 1994 meeting; two representatives from 

each of the two Guatemalan presbyteries came to PWNC in the summer of 1994 to work with 

representatives of PWNC to draft a Memorandum of Understanding.  All three presbyteries voted to 

accept this document, and thus the partnership in the fall of 1994. 

 

In November 1994, four members of PWNC visited Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez Presbyteries to see 

their churches, lead workshops, and witness the presbytery votes on partnership. 

 

During 1995 both PWNC and Guatemalan churches began to experience the koinonia enabled by this 

partnership by joining in an active church-to-church relationship.  A Guatemalan minister selected by the 

Guatemalan presbyteries came to PWNC to lead an expanding Hispanic ministry in the Burnsville area. 

Over the years there have been numerous exchange visits, with Guatemalans coming here and members 

of PWNC churches visiting Guatemala.  Each year there is a PWNC trip to Guatemala as well as visits by 

individual PWNC churches to their sister church.  There have been delegations of young people from 

PWNC which have visited youth in Guatemala, and Guatemalan youth who have visited our churches 

and participated in the national Youth Triennium.  Several delegations of Guatemalan women have 

come to WNC and women from WNC have made trips to Guatemala, in November of 2004 there was 

a women’s pilgrimage to Guatemala and in 2013 a retreat in Guatemala with women from all three 

presbyteries.  These visits have helped all of us us gain a better understanding of one another’s dreams, 

hopes and faith and make plans for our future together. Both the youth and Presbyterian Women are 

looking at ways, times and places where stronger bonds of friendship and sharing can be created. 

 

Health ministry in Guatemala was one of the priorities for our partnership.  In January 1996 a health 

team from our Presbytery went to Guatemala and a “Basic Principles” document was composed which 

has guided our work together since that time.  There had been several components to this work:  

* training of several members of most of the churches in our partner presbyteries as community health 

promoters 

* a children’s nutrition program providing children in many communities a healthy snack on a weekly 

basis 

* a variety of community health improvement projects such as vegetable and medicinal herb gardens, 

composting latrines, fuel-efficient stoves, family sized water filters 

* a Global Village located in our presbytery at Camp Grier is being developed where technologies 

appropriate for use in Guatemala and elsewhere are demonstrated, experienced and shared . 

When the health program began, the focus was on gathering information and teaching; now that focus 

has changed to applying the information and doing projects that are initiated by the Guatemalan 

communities according to their needs. 

Health ministry in Guatemala is supported by the 5 cents a meal offering, by our presbytery’s annual 

alternative Christmas giving program, and by monetary donations and the personal involvement of 

members of partner churches in the PWNC. 

 

Another program priority of the partnership is education.  At the October 1996 meeting of Presbytery 

approved support of scholarships for members of our partner presbyteries to attend seminary.  A 
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scholarship was offered as a Christmas gift project and a number of churches supported this effort which 

enabled both men and women to study at the seminary and so better prepare themselves to be ministers 

and lay leaders of their churches. 

In 2006 partner churches in PWNC began a program of providing scholarships for children in their 

partner church in Guatemala to attend school knowing that many families do not have the resources to 

provide an education for their children and knowing the importance of an education.  This program has 

been an important part of the partnership, not only providing financial help to children and youth in 

Guatemala but also providing a way for PWNC church members to relate on a personal basis to families 

in Guatemala.  . Between the years of 2006 and 2014 the number of churches in scholarship covenants 

grew from 18 to 31. Approximately $100,000 was provided for the 2014 school year for girls and boys 

in primary, middle, high, trade and vocational schools and to attend the university.  In 2013 two 

scholarships were established for youth, one from each partner presbytery, to attend a university 

beginning with the 2014-2015 school year.    

 

In 2013 a new phase of our concern for education began with an Education Study Trip in Guatemala.  

Eight women – four from PWNC and four from Guatemala presbyteries – spent a week together learning 

about the education system in Guatemala and dreaming of ways that the quality of education for our 

Guatemalan children could be improved.  From this trip, an Education Committee has been formed 

which will be implementing some of the many findings and learnings from the trip. On October 30, 

2013 the Joint Partnership Committee of the Guatemala Partnership approved the creation of an 

Education Committee to be composed of members who are current and/or former educator from all 

three partner presbyteries.  Through the newly formed Education Committee many plans are being 

made to improve the area of and opportunities for education in the partner presbyteries of Sur 

Occidente and Suchitepéquez in the next three years. 

 

As our relationship with Guatemalans and the Hispanic population in Western North Carolina have both 

grown, so has our recognition of and concern for our Spanish-speaking neighbors.  In Avery, Gaston, 

Catawba, Transylvania, Henderson and Buncombe counties Presbyterians have become involved in 

ministry to and with Hispanics.  In 2013 the congregation of Iglesia Emmanuel in Hickory joined with 

New Vision Church in Conover to form a bilingual, bicultural congregation which now has a partnership 

with a church in the Presbytery of Sur Occidente. 

 

Much has happened during these 20 years of our partnership.  We have learned from one another, 

experienced moments of celebration and joy as well as dismay and failure.  We have learned a lot about 

Guatemalan life and its challenges, we have been impressed by how much faith, deep faith, informs the 

lives of our Guatemalan brothers and sisters.  So we have developed a yearning for deeper faith for 

ourselves.  Some of us have heard God calling us to new ventures or ways of living, and using our gifts, 

expertise and experiences in brand new ways.  We look forward with hope and expectation to the 

future into which God will lead all of us. 

Prepared for celebration of 20th anniversary of Guatemala Partnership. 
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Help Celebrate the 20
th
 Anniversary of our Guatemala 

Partnership by Participating in an Art Exchange Project! 

 

All churches in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina are invited to be a part of this 

project, which involves creating a work of art that depicts your vision for the abundant life 

God envisions for God’s people, for all of creation.  

Use the words of Scripture, in John 10:10 and/or Isaiah 65:21-25 as you inspiration and create 

art in any medium – visual or literary – that can be displayed in churches in the PWNC and 

sent to Guatemala.  You might use drawing, fabrics, collage, paints, graphics, power point, a 

written poem, etc.   

A church school class, youth group, mission or partnership committee or other group or 

individual in your church is invited to submit a project. 

Send your project to the PWNC, 114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655 no later than 

Tuesday, October 21.  All projects will be displayed at the October 25 presbytery meeting, 

and then taken to Guatemala to be a part of the November 7
th
 partnership celebration there. 

Our hope is to have the Guatemalans create art projects on the same theme and their art 

work will be shared in the PWNC.  Still working on the details of how that will happen. 

If you have any questions about this Art Exchange Project, contact Ellen Dozier at 

ellendozier@hotmail.com or 828-862-3995. 
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A     D     V     E     N     T 
 

Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

RETREAT FOR PASTORS 
 

Monday, September 29, to Wednesday, October 1 
 

William Black Lodge 
Montreat, North Carolina 

 
 

ADVENT PREPARATION FOR PREACHING & WORSHIP 
AMPLE FREE TIME  •  REST & RELAXATION WITH FRIENDS & COLLEAGUES 

 
 

Retreat Leadership 
MARY LOUISE BRINGLE  •  THOMAS G. LEWIS  •  DEAN K. THOMPSON 

AND OTHERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 
 
 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION COMING SOON 
FOR NOW, SAVE THE DATES: SEPT. 29–OCT. 1 

 
Sponsored by the Committee on Ministry and the Christian Education Committee of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

W-1
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Rodger Nishioka holds the 

Benton Family chair in 

Christian education as an 

associate professor at Co-

lumbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 

GA.  While he teaches in the area of 

Christian education and practical theolo-

gy, he specializes in ministry with youth 

and young adults and has completed a 

research project comparing the participa-

tion of young adults in mainline Protestant 

congregations and non-denominational 

independent Christian movements.   

 

Prior to his joining the faculty at Colum-

bia, Rodger served for 12 years as denom-

inational staff in youth & young adult 

ministry for the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.).  Rodger received his undergrad-

uate degree from Seattle Pacific Universi-

ty, his master’s degree in theological stud-

ies from McCormick Theological Semi-

nary in Chicago, a Doctor of Divinity de-

gree from Austin College and his Ph.D. 

from Georgia State University in Atlanta.   

He has published several articles, chap-

ters, and books largely focused on minis-

try with youth and young adults and the 

educational ministry of the church as spir-

itual formation. 

 

Rodger is the son of an honorably retired 

Presbyterian pastor and is evidence that 

you can be a pastor’s kid and still love 

Jesus.   

Keynote Presenter 

Dr. Rodger 

Microsft 

Phone:  828-438-4217 

Fax: 828-437-8655 

E-mail: rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org 

Sponsored by: 
Christian Education Committee  
Let’s Celebrate Task Force 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
114 Silver Creek Road 
Morganton, NC 28655 

Open your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see 

how good God is. Blessed are you who run to him.  

Psalm 34:8 (The Message) 

First Presbyterian Church 

100 Silver Creek Road 

Morganton, North Carolina 

Let
’s C

ele
bra

te…
 

Ta
ste

 of
 Co

mmuni
ty!

 

Educational Event for  

Adults and Youth 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 

3:30 pm — 7:30 pm 

W-2
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Everyone yearns to belong. It is iron-

ic in this 21st Century that as many 

tools as people have available to 

them to connect with others, the ma-

jority of Americans say they feel 

“isolated” and “alone.” As believers 

in Jesus Christ, we not only belong to 

God, but through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we belong to one anoth-

er. Yet the truth is that this belong-

ing is hard work. It takes work to 

build community in our congrega-

tions. This year’s Let’s Celebrate 

event will focus on the challenging 

task of celebrating and building com-

munity in Christ. Together, we will 

explore what community is and is not 

and how we can build, nurture, and 

sustain Christ’s community so that 

all ages come to believe and belong. 

SCHEDULE: 

3:30—4:00 Registration 

4:00—5:00 Believing and Belonging 

  Building Community  

  In the 21st Century 

5:00—6:00 Dinner Conversations 

6:00—7:30 Taste of Community 

(Variety of Entertainment  

from within our Presbytery) 

*Childcare will be available for ages 0-11 for a nominal 

fee of $5.00. (Fee will be used to provide meal for 

those in childcare)* 

Believing and Belonging 

Building Community in the 

21st Century 

REGISTRATION FORM 

COST: 

Covered Dish (enough to 
feed 10 to 12 people) 

Meat, Drinks, and Paper 
Products provided by Pres-
bytery. 

Offering to be taken 

to benefit local missions. 

Name: 

 

Name for Nametag: 

 

Address: 

 

 

 

Gender:         Male         Female 

 

Phone #: 

 

E-mail: 

 

Home Church: 

 

 

(circle what applies to you) 

     Member         Elder  Youth 

     Deacon          DCE                 Minister 

 

Deadline:  September 5, 2014 

 
COST: Covered Dish (enough to feed 10 to 
12 people) Note: Meat, Drinks, and Paper Prod-
ucts provided by Presbytery. 

 

CHILDCARE: ____Yes  _____No 

Age(s) & Name(s) _______________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Send to: Robbin Buchanan 

  Presbytery of Western NC 

  114 Silver Creek Road 

  Morganton, NC  28655 

Questions?  Contact: 
Robbin Buchanan  

828-438-4217 
rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org 

W-3
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Beverly Highland 

101 Jeanie Avenue 

Black Mountain, North Carolina 28711 

moorechg@aol.com 

843 259 0141 

May 15, 2014  

 

WNCresourcecenter@gmail.com 

 

Re: Position as: The Jo Bales Gallagher Resource Center Director 

 

 

Dear Resource Center Board of Directors: 

 

Health literacy and at-risk student experiences coupled with experience in libraries (both community, academic and 

special projects) may be the most important tools I bring to the Resource Center, but I don’t know that yet: Perhaps 

the program as it has been designed need only be seen in the eyes of the community it will impact, those who 

sustain its presence, and nourish each component of development as volunteers, staff and board members. And I do 

know I am good at that; involving, encouraging, sharing what I know (and) listening creatively and strategically to the 

knowledge that all bring to the table. 

 

As a mature (but older) person with experience in post secondary and secondary educational programs sustaining 

programs through nurture has become a passion. Those quite positive experiences came from creative listening, 

social research, identifying, supporting and incorporating the ideas, strategies and passions of key community 

people. Not leaders, necessarily, but those whose history held active compassion for their community family. 

 

Partnerships are productive, there results more sustainable, when their involvement reflects the unique contributions 

of each partner. Learning what those routes to progress were, were key to success for those I served at Communities 

In Schools, at Richland County Library and with a National Science Foundation initiative which addressed students in 

seven colleges and universities across the state of South Carolina.. But as Community Health Advocate in the South 

Carolina Low-Country I learned even more about “major stakeholders,” and their crucial roles when addressing their 

own growth and that of the people they serve. 

 

I look forward to an interview and learning more about the partnerships you have built and how you see the present 

and future of the Jo Bales Gallagher Resource Center for small and large churches, individual members and their 

contribution(s).  

 

 

Thank you for your time and attention 

Beverly Highland 
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Beverly Highland 

101 Jeanie Avenue 

Black Mountain, North Carolina 28711 

843 259 0141 

moorechg@aol.com 

                                                                              

Employment Summary 

           Skills:  

 Communicating to diverse audiences 
 Developing presentations to involve and sustain interest 
 Social research; interviewing and assessing collected data  
 Listening to what people want and designing presentations to represent and 

illuminate those needs  
 Speech writing (adept at speaking in the voice of the projected speaker) 
 Volunteer support (recruiting, training and sustaining volunteer relationships) 

 
Creating information packets for people at risk for or diagnosed with Type 2 Diabetes as a Community Health 
Advocate and presenting special programs in communities where “food-deserts” had been created through changes 
in infrastructure and economic upheaval (and) building strong alliances with community , county and business to 
mitigate some of these changes.  
 
Project Specialist  with Communities In Schools- Columbia I was awarded “Best Practice Award” for developing 
“Cities-In-Schools-Talk Show Series;”  a series of parodies designed to help parents, teachers and students see their 
relevance to each other and the overall goals of the program. Subsequent opportunities to volunteer, seek tutoring 
and enter alliances with other groups were made more malleable by these parodies.  
 
Program Assistant / Office Manager: University of South Carolina (School of Engineering)—Columbia; Negotiated 
student internships, organized conferences, meetings and special events for a National Science Foundation initiative; 
the primary focus was to maintain student enrollment, increase participation in the business community and attract 
industrious students. Travel to represent the program, to support student internships and seek new research 
opportunities for students and professors were a part of my work as well as monitoring grant implementation 
strategies (and) budget compliance. 
 
As Circulation Assistant with the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) interlibrary loan, 
maintenance/monitoring of computer labs and addressing immediate needs of students and professors were primary 
responsibilities (but) in this teaching hospital the needs of patients and families were also crucial as they too sought 
information. 
  
Computer and Information systems: Libraries as predicted would be the place where people went to learn the 
intricacies of the internet; as library technical assistant (Richland County Library) this was one of my major jobs, one I 
continued as Community Health Advocate and library specialist at the Medical University of South Carolina.   
 
Writing/Editing: Developing materials for specific audiences, editing, synthesizing information, and working with 
professionals to produce marketing tools, secure funding, and develop presentations were areas of my work as 
Program Assistant and as Community Health Advocate which also included physicians and pharmaceutical 
companies and their marketing strategies. 
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Time to  

Mark Your Calendars!! 

Events for 2014-2015 

 
 
September 13, 2014 
 Let’s Celebrate!  A Taste of Community 
 Open to Middle and High School Youth 
 3:30-7:30 pm 
 First Presbyterian Church Morganton 
 Cost:  Free but registration required and 
 covered dish! 
 
September 28, 2014 
 High School Event 
 RALLY with Keynote by Chris Lee from 
 Avondale Presbyterian Church of Charlotte 
 One day gathering of youth from  
 across the Presbytery. 
 3:00-6:15 pm 
 Upper Anderson in Montreat, NC 
 Cost: Free and no registration required! 
 
November 7-9, 2014 
 Middle School Retreat 
 3 day retreat at Camp Grier 
 6:00 pm Friday until after worship on Sunday 
 Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC 
 Cost: $70 per person 
  
March 13-14, 2015 
 High School Mission Retreat 
 Black Mountain Home for Children 
 Overnight retreat for high school youth groups 
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 Join us for a mission oriented retreat 
 Cost:  $25 per person 
 
April 19, 2015 
 Middle School Event 
 RALLY with Keynote by Chris Lee from 
 Avondale Presbyterian Church of Charlotte 
 One day gathering of youth from  
 across the Presbytery. 
 3:00-6:15 pm 
 Upper Anderson in Montreat, NC 
 Cost: Free and no registration required! 
 
Summer 2015 
 “Local” Mission Trip 
 Previously we have taken a Presbytery wide 
 trip to CROSS at Myers Park Presbyterian 
 Church Middle AND High School Youth 
 GREAT trip for churches who would not 
 otherwise be able to go on a Mission Trip  
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Presbytery of WNC Youth Council 
2014-2015 

 
 
 
 
 Andrew Davis   FPC Morganton 
 Elizabeth Norvell   FPC Morganton 
 Cassidy Brotherton  Shelby Presbyterian 
 Shana Franklin   Oak Forest Presbyterian 
 Tatianna Cline   New Vision 
 Caroline Roy   Black Mtn Presbyterian 
 Lauren Nalley   Black Mtn Presbyterian 
 Lily Reva Morgan   Black Mtn Presbyterian 
 Kali Fleagle    Black Mtn Presbyterian 
 Matt Begley   Black Mtn Presbyterian 
 Spencer Sigmon   Northminster 
 Clare Crabtree   Northminster 
 Nicholas Poulos   FPC Asheville 
 Madeline Frellick   FPC Asheville 
 Bobby Black   FPC Asheville 
 Chase Robertson   Southminster 
 Cameron Fagala   Southminster 
 Rebecca Heidenfelder  FPC Burnsville 
 Oscar Martinez Gomez  New Vision 
 Austin Hoyle   New Vision 
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Budget & Finance Committee
Jay Crane - Chair

July 29, 2014

For information only, the Budget and Finance Committee presents:

� The ‘Operating Budget Summary’ of the Presbytery of Western North
Carolina as of June 30, 2014, BB-2.

For the complete financial statements contact  the Presbytery office 

at 828/438-4217 or lpressley@presbyterywnc.org.
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2014 2014 2014 % OF 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009
ANNUAL YTD YTD Annual YTD YTD YTD YTD YTD

ACCOUNT BUDGET BUDGET ACTUAL Budget ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL
INCOME:

Unified Giving from churches $830,205 $383,172 $344,191 41.5% $347,848 $338,023 $377,619 $379,118 $350,426
Work of Presbytery only-churches 6,500 3,250 600 9.2% 8,883 11,467 11,368 12,614 5,734
Other income 15,000 7,500 5,000 0.0% 10,239 7,550 11,509 10,339 16,000
Anticipated Grants/Income 5,000 2,500 34,166 683.3% 0 0 0 0 0
Designated NCD Income 6,086 3,043 27,226 814.7% 25,097 32,073 21,000 11,061 8,200
Other NCD Income 0 0 22,358 0.0% 23,091 19,973 15,200 15,833 29,100
Income from Investment(3%) 63,917 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 0
Add'l I/C from Investment 42,612 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 0
Recovery-Admin Commission/Legal 25,000 12,500 25,415 0.0% 0 8,065 11,543 0 8,158

     TOTAL INCOME $994,320 $411,965 $458,957 46.2% $415,158 $417,150 $448,238 $428,965 $417,618

EXPENSES:

General Assembly Per Capita/Unified Giving $180,004 $90,002 $74,627 41.5% $76,142 $69,589 $75,040 $74,442 $65,503
Synod Per Capita 12,897 6,449 5,347 41.5% 5,241 5,583 5,538 5,553 9,934
Institutions & Agencies 6,000 3,000 2,488 41.5% 2,538 3,479 5,003 4,963 4,706

Evang/NCD/Ch Transform $23,700 $11,850 24,195 102.1% $14,796 $18,144 $23,223 $13,437 $25,123
   Conover NCD $16,086 8,043 57,696 358.7% $52,994 $52,628 $50,153 $50,306 $41,978
Peace and Justice 2,750 1,375 0 0.0% 0 2,522 1,158 754 390
Hunger 475 238 125 26.3% 51 82 425 119 268
National/Global Missions 24,150 12,075 4,117 17.0% 4,775 3,477 5,460 4,314 7,757
Campus Mission 11,100 5,550 5,000 45.0% 5,000 5,059 5,000 5,000 5,750
Self Development of People 150 75 0 0.0% 0 50 60 0 172
Small Church 34,900 17,450 7,406 21.2% 6,407 18,476 14,000 18,109 13,721
Stewardship 2,250 1,125 0 0.0% 0 23 (12) 0 0
Christian Education 9,800 4,900 4,096 41.8% 2,983 1,231 2,641 2,565 1,842
Youth Ministries 14,650 7,325 3,990 27.2% 5,111 2,933 5,816 11,570 554
School for the Laity 500 250 (1,157) -231.4% (2,687) (1,774) (1,403) (466) (536)
Budget & Finance 125 63 0 0.0% 0 84 72 0 0
Personnel 474,933 237,467 216,784 45.6% 215,142 227,112 225,966 222,378 236,196
Strategic Goals 0 0 0 0.0% 0 0 0 0 472
Property & Equipment 24,600 12,300 7,749 31.5% 6,490 8,025 6,300 6,813 5,429
Search 425 213 0 0.0% 33 0 0 0 0
Joint Outdoor Ministries 40,000 20,000 20,000 50.0% 20,000 20,000 21,763 21,763 21,763
Nominating 375 188 64 17.1% 65 112 0 230 295
Permanent Judicial 250 125 0 0.0% 0 0 82 0 0
Administrative Board 4,000 2,000 16,750 418.8% 1,601 1,951 2,655 2,309 2,885
Representation 525 263 0 0.0% 0 300 0 0 648
Committee on Ministry 11,575 5,788 4,246 36.7% 4,516 4,737 2,958 2,062 3,789
Preparation for Ministry 5,500 2,750 2,601 47.3% 2,357 1,812 2,091 1,679 1,689
Supplies, Equip,Serv/Comm 60,450 30,225 32,882 54.4% 30,731 29,785 33,268 27,529 29,940
Stated Clerk 12,150 6,075 (658) -5.4% 802 2,070 1,139 1,877 (620)
Administrative Commissions 10,000 5,000 15,312 153.1% 7,351 792 0 209 2,281
Legal Fees 10,000 5,000 36,454 364.5% 5,373 8,065 11,543 4,284 7,158

     TOTAL EXPENSES $994,320 $497,160 $540,114 54.3% $467,812 $486,346 $499,940 $481,798 $489,088

NET INCOME/(LOSS) ($85,195) (81,157)         ($52,654) ($69,196) ($51,702) ($52,833) ($71,469)

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
 OPERATING BUDGET SUMMARY

AS OF JUNE 30, 2014
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT 
Bill Martin, Chair 

July 29, 2014 
 
 
     The Personnel Committee approved a request to create a new volunteer position 
with the job title Presbytery Parish Associate. The position will allow qualified 
volunteers to assist Presbytery staff working with churches in transition or crisis. This 
position will be unpaid but receive travel and business expense reimbursement as 
approved by the General Presbyter. 
 
     Robert Ayala was approved by the Personnel Committee to serve as Presbytery 
Parish Associate for Yancey County and specifically the Paint Gap Church. (FF 
Attachment 1)                                                     
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General Presbyter's Report
July 29, 2014

"Being the Body of Christ Together" is the vision of the Committee which is redesigning our committee
structure.  As followers of Christ, we continue to build relationships and work together when we both agree
and disagree on issues.  We are going to continue proclaiming Christ, reaching out to the unchurched, and
showing the love of Jesus.  There is plenty of work to be done!

Attending the General Assembly as a Commissioner this year was much different than previous years.  In
the past, my role was to support our commissioners and to learn first hand what was being discussed,
adopted or rejected so I could be supportive of pastors and churches back home.  This year, I was not an
observer, I was an active participant!  I was a part of the decision-making process.  It made me even more
conscientious of the impact of each vote on our presbytery.  Some people are excited about the decisions
made, and some are grieving.  However, I pray that we, all of us in PWNC, will continue to work together
for the mission of Jesus Christ in this Presbytery. I strongly believe that God calls us to work together, listen
and care for one another, pray and worship together, so we can build up the kingdom. 

The Holy Spirit was at work at General Assembly, and I believe that the election of Heath Rada as
Moderator was one of those times. Heath is a person of strong faith in Christ. He is a gifted leader, but also
a person who truly listens, a healer, and a bridge builder. We need to hold him up in prayer as he tries to
faithfully serve our Lord Jesus Christ . 

One initiative of GA (which we are already involved with) is "Educate a child, transform a world."  This
initiative is to show Christ's love to the least of these, by making a positive impact on the root cause of
poverty. We were challenged to educate a million children in our communities and around the world in the
next four years.  This is what Presbyterians have always done.  It makes me proud that so many of our
churches in this Presbytery are already doing just that!

I cannot count the churches which are involved with schools or provide backpacks to children for weekends. 
New Vision creates and funds about 90 backpacks each week.  Churches in Gastonia through GAP (Gastonia
Area Presbyterians) collectively do backbacks through Third Street.  Swannanoa and other churches in the
Asheville area are also providing backpacks.  Many of our churches, such as Robinson Memorial in
Gastonia, help teachers get needed supplies for their  classrooms.  Our summer church in Linville gives over
$100,000 to the local public schools for teachers and principals to use, as needed, to help children where they
see the need.  They also provide support to Crossnore School, Inc.  Imagine what it is like for a child to get
glasses, a horn to play in the band, shoes, and more.  The Mayland Fellowship provides scholarships to
college students.  There are so many ways our congregations are making a difference in children's lives.

In Malawi, where a typical school has a hundred or more students in a class room, no desks, no books, and
the classroom could even be outside, First Gastonia and this Presbytery started a school.  This was requested
by the hospital employees who had school-aged children.  Many were leaving the hospital for a location with
better educational opportunities for their children.   Ebenezer School, a Christian school, started with
pre-kindergarten and now has classes through the sixth grade.  The classes are in English and the students
are in bright classrooms, full of desks, books, equipment and supplies for a great learning experience!  It is
one of the best primary schools in Malawi, and it continues to expand.   This is your mission dollars at work. 
I predict that a Malawian president may one day have attended that school.
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In Guatemala, many children are now attending school because of the generosity of the churches and
individuals in this Presbytery.  Some of those children are now in the upper grades -- we've been doing this
for several years.  Imagine what a gift it is for parents to see their child learning to read, when they didn't
have that opportunity themselves.  Recently, a team of educators from this Presbytery and our two partner
presbyteries in Guatemala spent time evaluating the education that these children are getting.  They returned
with ideas for making the educational experience more valuable, as well as ideas about how to keep students
in school.  Other congregations are working in Haiti and countries in Central and South America.  How
exciting to know that we are already showing Christ's love to the least of these, women and children, to
"educate a child, transform a world". 

As we work to show Christ’s love, let us also reach out with the good news of the Gospel.  That priority was
also lifted up at G.A. in many ways. One way was through the initiative called "1001 Worshiping
Communities," which started two years ago. There are almost 250 new worshiping communities in our
denomination, two in our own presbytery, that are hoping to reach people not involved in church. That is
all of our calling.  Let us be about reaching others so they will know the amazing love and grace of Christ
and the abundant life that is ours with him.

Peace,

Bobbi

*I would love to come meet with your Session or congregation to talk about G.A., answer any questions,
and listen to your feedback.  Also know that there's information on our website
(www.presbyterywnc.org)  concerning actions that happened at General Assembly.*
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My experiences at General Assembly 221 

by Jay Crane, Ruling Elder Commissioner, 

 First Presbyterian Church, Hickory 

Report to Presbytery, July 29, 2014 

 

  General Assembly 221 was a wonderful experience. I am proud to have been selected, proud to 

have been there, proud to be from the same Presbytery as the elected Moderator, and especially proud to 

have been a member of the assembly that confirmed with action what the church stands for. This was 

NOT a kick-the-can-down-the-road GA.  

 

 As part of the extensive training of commissioners, we were reminded of the Great Ends of the 

Church (Book of Order, F-1.0304), two of which spoke to me as I looked for guidance from the Holy 

Spirit. The first Great End, “The shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God” 

seemed to apply to the gay marriage issue.  I had been asked the following reasonable question by other 

church members, “Why couldn’t gays just utilize a civil marriage?” After much thought, the answer 

came to me and consisted of two responses to this individual. First, “Why did you want to get married in 

the church?” and, secondly, “Did you realize that if you refuse marriage to these persons, you are in 

effect saying that you don’t want them in your church?” Consequently, I voted “Yes” for the 

Authoritative Interpretation, which was approved by 61% of the commissioners. Concerning the change 

to the Book of Order on this topic, I have been deliberating this issue for months, trying to answer a 

question posed during our training, “Do the rights of individuals outweigh church unity?” I hoped that 

we could have both by the approval of the AI now and the postponement of the change to the Book of 

Order which requires a referendum to the Presbyteries. I voted “No” on this overture because of my fear 

of extensive further division of the denomination stirred by the referendum. However, it was approved 

by a 71% to 29% margin by the assembly, perhaps reflecting the departure of the more conservative 

members from PC(USA) and the changing societal atmosphere. 

 

 The other Great End of the church that called to me was “The promotion of social 

righteousness.” I did not view the recommendation to divest our funds from three companies 

(Caterpillar, Hewlett Packard, and Motorola), which foster the ongoing conflict in the West Bank 

between Israel and Palestine, as taking sides with either country. In my opinion, and I was one of the 

few with the opportunity to express one’s thoughts on this topic on the floor of the plenary session, the 

issue is simply our church living up to our established ethical standards for investing, consistent with our 

past divestitures from alcohol, tobacco, firearm and gambling companies. Several important elements of 

the overture in addition to the divestment include affirming Israel’s existence as a sovereign Jewish 

nation, support for a two-state resolution of the Israel/Palestine issue, and NOT supporting sanctions 

against Israel or boycott of Israeli products. The vote on this issue was 310 – 303; a switch in votes by 

only 4 people would have defeated the overture. 

 

 I was impressed by how the final wording in both the above overtures and subsequent 

communications by the Stated Clerk and Moderator was crafted to reflect the true intent and atmosphere 

surrounding the issues, eliminate misunderstanding, and encourage continuing dialogue. 

 

 I was on the Peacemaking and International Relations Committee, which debated many social 

issues, but not the Israel/Palestine divestment issue. When I initially received my committee assignment, 

I asked myself why the church is concerned with most of the topics on our agenda. I discovered, as 

directed by the second Great End, that it is the duty of PC(USA) to advocate through its agencies in 

Louisville the church’s stance on many social issues to various governmental bodies, political persons 
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and parties, and other church and non-profit entities. In committee, I supported several such overtures, 

including ones that addressed the plight of Christians suffering due to sectarian violence in Egypt and 

other parts of the world, relaxing travel restrictions for Cuba and removing Cuba from the US 

government terrorist list, establishing regulations and due process in the use of drones, appealing for 

peace in Iran, Syria, Iraq and the Congo, reviewing the current policy on human trafficking, supporting 

self-determination for Western Sahara, and urging military chaplains and leaders to support actions to 

prevent sexual exploitation in the military forces.   

 

 I was particularly impressed by the Young Adult Advisory Delegates (YAADs), generally ages 

17 to the early 20s.  Each Presbytery can send one YAAD, who is given voice and vote in committees, 

but only voice and an advisory vote in plenary. They did their homework, were aggressive to express 

their positions, and made significant contributions to the final wording of many overtures. After 

commissioners received these advisory votes in plenary, 98% of the their votes agreed with those of the 

YAADs. Our church is in good hands, now and in the future. 

 

 I was particularly thankful for the daily worship, which included great music, thoughtful sermons 

and meaningful scripture. These services, together with many other prayerful moments which occurred 

during debates in committees and in plenary presented many opportunities for the Holy Spirit to deliver 

His message to us! 

 

 Yes, I am proud to be a member of Presbyterian Church (USA).    
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Report on the 2014 General Assembly of the Presbytery USA 

Helen Hall, Ed. D., Ruling Elder 
 

Serving as an elected PCUSA Commissioner from the Presbytery of Western North Carolina to the 2014 

General Assembly in Detroit, Michigan, was an exhilarating, challenging, reflective, and awe inspiring 

experience for me.  The Assembly’s theme, “Abound in Hope” resonated throughout the worship 

services, the conversations, the debates, and extensive deliberations.  Also, unity, justice, and 

reconciliation were identified as aspects of all that we were to accomplish.    

 

The people of Detroit readily and graciously assisted us in numerous ways from our arrival to our 

departure from their city. Many churches opened their doors to us on Sunday morning. Terry Hanna and 

I attended and were received with open arms at Calvin East Presbyterian Church, a culturally diverse 

church hoping to grow. After the service we were provided a meal and fellowship with the members and 

other visitors.   

 

At the time for choosing the Moderator for the 2014 General Assembly, the election of our own, Heath 

Rada, filled the Assembly Hall with joy and excitement and pride for many of us. From that moment on, 

we were fully engaged for the entire week of very long, highly engaging days. I was impressed with 

many facets of the general Assembly to include 

 the overall rapport, the level of respect, the structure of our functioning in both the plenary 

meetings and the committees; 

 the enthusiastic participation of the Youth Advisory Delegates; 

 the inclusiveness of people and their voices from within the country and around the world; and  

 the dynamic speakers and worship services. 

 

There were 14 committees addressing diverse overtures, and I was selected to serve on the Civil Unions 

and Marriage Committee. There were 71 members of this committee, and we received interpretations 

and guidance from our Chairperson, Jeffery Bridgeman, and Vice-Chairperson, Rebecca Tollefson, 

regarding the work to be done in committee. We heard from numerous overture advocates and from 

committee reports; respectively, all committee members expressed our positions regarding the changes 

considered for the definition of marriage and the Authoritative Interpretation (AI) being considered. We 

engaged in difficult debate … from strong adherence to “one man and one woman” to “marital equality 

for same-sex couples”.  Numerous testimonies were shared throughout committee meetings, especially 

from members among the 19 states and the District of Columbia where same-sex marriage is legal. It 

was shared clearly that whatever the decision made in committee, there would be individuals feeling joy 

among others feeling pain. Considering that reality, we agreed not to applaud or respond as winners on 

either side of each decision out of respect for the entire body.  The results from the Civil Unions and 

marriage Committee are these: 

1) Remove the ban on Presbyterian pastors marrying same gender couples in jurisdictions where 

same sex marriages are legal (recommending an Authoritative Interpretation).   (Much debate 

was voiced over the legality of an Authoritative Interpretation.) 

2) Redefine marriage from between “a man and a woman to “between two people”. This action, if 

approved by the Presbyterian Church USA, would require amendment to the PCUSA Book of 

Order (W – 4.9001).  

 

These major committee decisions were upheld on the plenary floor with the addition of an amendment to 

the definition of marriage to include “traditionally between a man and a woman”.  

It was surprising how many committee decisions were challenged in plenary, not just from the Civil 

Unions and Marriage Committee, but also from Middle East issues, Immigration and Environmental 
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Issues and others. Our theme, “Abound in Hope”, and songs and prayers were very important as we 

engaged critically, spiritually, and wholeheartedly in the business of the Presbytery USA. 

 

In closing, thank you for electing me to serve you as a 2014 General Assembly Commissioner. I also 

thank our General Presbyter, Reverend Bobbi White, for the training sessions provided for our 

commissioners in order to arrive at GA informed and ready for the work we faced. This experience has 

truly broadened and strengthened my knowledge, insights, and spiritual walk in service to our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  
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Commissioner's Report to WNC Presbytery 

2014 (221
st
) General Assembly 

Terry L. Hanna 
I want to thank the WNC Presbytery for giving me the opportunity to be a commissioner at the 221

st
 

General Assembly. I want to also thank those who traveled with me on this journey. 

As I was leaving my hotel, the Marriott Renaissance, to go to the COBO center, I got lost, once again, in 

the maze of circles, escalators and elevators just trying to get out of the building. And I said to myself, 

“This is a good metaphor for my experience at GA.” 

 

Many overtures to GA were complicated, detailed and political. No matter how much we read or studied 

the issues before us, we could never be prepared for the decisions we were being asked to make. I know 

that some of us left the assembly deeply affirmed, some felt wounded, and some of us, like trying to get 

out of the maze of the hotel, just felt confused.  

 

I was on the Middle East Issues committee. After two days of work from 8:30 in the morning until 10:00 

at night, after we listened to voices from different sides of the issue, worshiped together, broke up into 

small groups for discussion and prayer, and wrestled with the overtures to find a solution, we were still 

divided (45-20) on our final draft of the 04-04 motion. 

 

The motion affirmed Israel's right to exist and a two state solution. It encouraged continued partnerships 

and dialogue with our Jewish brothers and sisters. But It also affirmed investment in Palestine and 

divestment from American companies whose products are used illegally to tear down Palestinian homes 

and century old olive trees needed for their people's livelihood. The decision to divest was one of 

stewardship. It was a decision not to invest in companies that have products being used in ways that we 

would consider unethical. It was a decision made after many years of conversation with the companies 

involved without much success. It was a decision made that our missionaries in that region supported, 

not because it will make any difference in the companies practices, but because it will make a statement 

in support of a people living in that area. The vote on the floor passed by 51%-49%. It passed by just a 

few votes. It should be noted that the committee also made motions to discontinue the distribution of the 

material “Zionists Unsettled,” and to disconnect this decision with the BDS (Boycott, Divestment, 

Sanctions) movement. 

 

Other Observations of GA: We were all very proud to have our own Heath Rada voted as Moderator. I 

truly believe that he and Larissa Kwong Abazia have been called for “such a time as this.” Heath is a 

person of strong faith who has the gifts to heal and connect people. Larissa is a small church pastor who 

has the gifts to imagine 1001 new faith communities while we revitalize churches already in our midst. 

We need to commit to pray for them daily as they go about their work. 

 

It is obvious from this GA that our denomination is becoming younger. The YADS (Youth Advisory 

Delegates) had a very strong voice in this assembly. It is also obvious that we are becoming more 

diverse, more global, and more willing to act rather than refer the issues before us. However, my 

concern is that we spent far too much time focused on responding to the political climate in our world, 

rather than being focused on getting the gospel message out into our world through our churches. 

As I go back to my church in Bryson City, I am challenged to remember Jesus' words in the Gospel of 

John, chapter 15. Jesus said, “Abide in me...because you can do nothing without me...Abide in my 

love...and...This is what I command you: love one another.”  

 

With this reminder and with a renewed commitment to invest in prayer, discipleship and to live in a 

spirit of hospitality and love, I go home in HOPE.     Terry Hanna 
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Moderator’s column: The beginning of a 

dialogue 

July 7, 2014 by Heath Rada  

 The 221st General Assembly (2014) of our church 

adjourned on June 21 after eight days of deliberations, worship, 

and voting. Many decisions were made, which usually means 

answers to questions were settled. However, in our Reforming 

church, we find that the decisions only helped to highlight some 

of the issues that face our denomination today. Certainly we 

received directions on what we should do in regard to many 

matters, but many questions were raised instead of solved. 

 I have my own questions, and a number of you have 

expressed your own. As I enter my two years of service as 

Moderator, I wish to share with you some of the questions I have been asked in the past weeks, and 

which I hope to explore more fully during my tenure. These are not offered with a bias nor an agenda, 

but instead as the beginning of a dialogue that I hope we will share in the coming months. 

1. Do we intentionally and openly accept that we are all in this church together because we believe 

in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and that nothing else that we do is as important as that 

fact? 

2. Do we recognize the reality that each of us is limited by our own humanity and sinfulness as we 

interpret the Scriptures, and may not agree upon various interpretations? 

3. Is divestment of any sort the appropriate answer for our denomination to take when it tends to 

polarize and politicize our decisions, and has become the dominant issue facing each recent 

assembly? 

4. How does our denomination reach out to both Palestinians and Jews in a way that communicates 

our sincere heartbreak for both communities concerning their victimization of terror and 

harassment, and their right to a homeland? 

5. Do our decisions about marriage sincerely reflect a decision to be open to people adopting and 

believing different positions concerning same-gender unions? Is there really room in the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for those who believe this is a God-given right to worship and 

serve in congregations where people believe it is sinful behavior? 

6. Is “Louisville” in touch with the needs of the church? In other words, are we as a denomination 

directing our central offices to serve our church in the ways that are most needed, as opposed to 

having the staff direct the priorities they believe to be important? 

7. Is the General Assembly meeting organized in the best way to reflect the priorities of the church? 

Is there so much focus on voting that we miss other areas where we should be spending our 

time? Should we hear the stories of our successes in our congregations and also share the 

burdens of day-to-day ministry in churches, and explore together ways that these may be 

expanded or duplicated? 

8. Do we maximize the presence and extraordinary gifts of the young adult advisory delegates, as 

well as other young adults throughout the church? 
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9. Are the 1001 New Worshipping Communities signs of a renewal in the PC(USA) or are these 

fads and non-centered gatherings of people in places that will not sustain longevity? 

10. Are we giving adequate attention to small, older churches that are still vital, but having financial 

problems as opposed to the new entities? 

I invite you to communicate with me as we seek to make our denomination one of healthy, 

caring Christians rather than a group of people who have lost their ability to identify the 

Godliness in each of God’s children, who were created in God’s image.  
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221

st
 General Assembly YAAD Report 

David B. Smith 

Young Adult Advisory Delegate, WNC Presbytery 

July 29, 2014 

 
The YAAD experience is much different than that of other commissioners and advisory delegates. Our 

orientation began before most commissioners arrived and we probably had the busiest schedules of all. 

Through the struggle and the exhaustion we were continually reminded of God’s nearness to us. During 

one of our nightly YAAD gatherings we read Philippians 4:4-9 together and I gave a brief reflection on 

the text. It was Phil. 4:4b that served as the source of our spiritual refrain throughout the rest of our time 

in Detroit. Many of us celebrated the new things that God was doing in our midst, but some of us 

struggled greatly with the decisions our assembly felt called to make. We knew that we would not 

always agree, but we were able to affirm that God draws near to us when we gather at the table together.  

 

The 221
st
 General Assembly addressed many issues of immense importance. I was assigned to 

Committee 15: Immigration and Environmental Issues. In accordance with several other overtures from 

the various committees that met during the assembly, our committee affirmed the PCUSA’s 

commitment to raising awareness about immigration issues. I proudly supported the new policy that was 

created to connect a community of Presbyterians engaged in direct action for just immigration reform. I 

was also in favor of our committed to the task of deepening awareness of the injustice of current 

immigration policy. We also took steps to empower Presbyterians to work to change policies and 

practices that infringe on the human and civil rights of immigrants in our communities including 

immigrant detention, streamlined deportation, and the executing of Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE).  

 

Committee 15 supported an overture that called the assembly to support a programmatic review of the 

impact of expanded coal export projects on human health and well being in specific areas. We stated our 

commitment to the “precautionary principal” as it applies specifically to issues of environmental justice. 

Steps were also taken to support research that fosters sustainable development and environmental 

stewardship.    

 

The issue that produced the greatest amount of debate in our committee was undoubtedly the proposed 

categorical divestment from all fossil fuel (energy) companies. Though most committee members 

recognized the importance of responsible environmental stewardship, the committee and the assembly 

eventually decided to refer this proposal to Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI). 

Though I supported the decision to refer this overture to MRTI, I voted against it in committee and I 

signed the minority report that was presented in plenary. Our church needs to take drastic steps toward 

supporting sustainable development. Nevertheless, it is irresponsible for any organization to take an 

action of this magnitude without exploring all of its options first. In the past, MRTI has had success in 

encouraging companies to change policies that are inconsistent with the ethical standards of our church. 

It seems unlikely that energy companies will be overly responsive to our calls for reform. Nevertheless, 

the possibility should be explored before we decide to leave the table for good. Based upon 

conversations with members of the Board of Pensions (BOP) and MRTI officials, I signed the minority 

report that was presented in plenary because it included MRTI in the discussions and it was more in line 

with the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy (ACSWP).  

 

During plenary, the 221
st
 General Assembly stepped out in Faith. We celebrated the Lord’s Supper with 

Christians from many different places and from diverse expressions of our religious tradition. We took 

steps toward the affirmation of new perspectives, valuable theological insights and prophetic cultural 
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witness by once again recommending the inclusion of the Belhar Confession in our Book of 

Confessions. We listened to our Jewish and Palestinian sisters and brothers with humility and we opened 

ourselves to the witness of the Sikh and Muslim communities.  

 

The most intense plenary debate surrounded the proposed divestment from three companies (Caterpillar, 

Hewett Packard, and Motorola Solutions) based upon their lack of compliance with our denomination’s 

ethical standards. The decision was to divest from three companies that violate PCUSA ethical standards 

by allowing their products to be used for non-peaceful activities. The General Assembly did not divest 

from Israel or from the Jewish people. To further express our commitment to both Palestinians and 

Israelis the assembly officially distanced itself from the inflammatory publication known as Zionism 

Unsettled and from the Boycott, Divest, and Sanction (BDS) movement.  

Commissioners and advisory delegates answered God’s call to welcome all people into the full life of 

God’s church. I am proud to say that I voted for the Authoritative Interpretation (AI) that gave pastors 

the right to perform same-gender marriages. I also supported the adoption of a proposed amendment to 

our constitution that will change the “definition of marriage” in our Book of Order if the presbyteries 

pass it. Additionally, along with the assembly and in accordance with the love shown for all in Jesus 

Christ, I fully support the steps taken by those gathered to ensure the continued welcome and affirmation 

of believers who do not agree with this decision. I have many sisters and brothers who would consider 

themselves “conservative” on this issue and my heart breaks for them. Having once embraced many of 

their values, I understand what they are experiencing and I long for the day when they too will realize 

that there is room for everyone at God’s table. May all of us, regardless of our position in these issues, 

seek to exemplify the sacrificial love and compassion shared with all of God’s children in the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

The theme of the 221
st
 General Assembly (Abounding in Hope) was drawn from a reading of Romans 

15:13. As we gathered in Detroit many noted the similarities between the struggles the city is facing and 

the difficult times that our denomination has been experiencing. I agree that there are similarities, and I 

believe that they go deeper than many of us realize. Detroit is struggling. Maybe it is even dying. Yet, 

out from amongst the empty streets and sidewalks, the burned out buildings, and tattered symbols of 

what used to be, new life is springing up. The same is true of our church. The PCUSA is struggling. 

Maybe we are even dying.  Yet, out from rickety pews, old buildings and tattered old soup kitchen 

doors, the hope of resurrection abounds. We must trust that in life and in death we belong to God. We 

must trust that God is near to us when we meet one another at the font, around the table and before the 

word. We must learn to honor the old things and to celebrate the new. We must praise God for the new 

life God is bringing to old churches and for the 246 new worshiping communities that are springing up 

across our denomination.  

  

The commissioners and advisory delegates of the 221
st
 General Assembly took on difficult issues with 

love and humility. We gathered around an open table and a filled font. Despite the notable tension in the 

room, people on all sides of every issue engaged in graceful debate. Our meetings were often tedious, 

but they were always fulfilling. Our process was often frustrating, but we know that it gave us the ability 

to celebrate God’s presence in our midst. There were tears of joy and tears of sorrow but we stayed at 

the table. We did what needed to be done and we did it in a spirit of love and compassion. I am truly 

grateful to have been given the opportunity to serve as the Young Adult Advisory Delegate for our 

presbytery. May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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REPORT TO PRESBYTERY on the 221

st
 General Assembly 

The Rev. Mr. Samuel P. Warner 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014 

 

Perhaps the best report I can share with Presbytery regarding my experience as a 

commissioner to General Assembly is excerpts from newsletter articles and 

sermons shared with the Belmont Church during the Assembly and since my 

return. 

 

From my article in our weekly church newsletter on Wednesday, June 18 during the Assembly 

 The Assembly elected a Moderator on Saturday – Dr. Heath Rada, an elder in our presbytery who is a 

member of Asheville’s Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church.  I am convinced one of the reasons Heath won on 

the first ballot so convincingly was his unqualified faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as well as his 

passionate resistance to identify any person in the Church who shares this singular profession with a “label” or as 

more or less “favored” by God than anyone else…. 

 Interestingly (or providentially!), Heath has been assigned the seat next to mine in the large assembly hall 

and yet it has remained empty given his election and duties as Moderator.  Vice-Moderator Larissa Abazia and I 

have been assigned to the same GA committee (Church Polity and Ordered Ministry), yet somewhat 

coincidentally she too has been assigned the seat next to mine in our committee room which has remained empty 

because of her new responsibilities.  I am the one commissioner in the entire Assembly who has no one seated to 

my immediate right because each one has been given a role of leadership as either Moderator or Vice-Moderator. 

 

From my sermon “On Our Own?” for June 29 based on I Corinthians 1:10-17 

 In spite of all my anxiety over representing this church and our presbytery at the General Assembly a few 

weeks ago, one thing I knew beyond a shadow of doubt:  I was never “On My Own!”  I knew many of you were 

praying for me and thinking about me….   

 That being said, my purpose this morning is to place all of this in the context of a single overriding theme 

I believe God’s Word calls us to consider in every aspect of our life together in The Church.  And that theme is 

one of unity and peace…. 

 How can we affirm resolutely what we believe, yet also acknowledge and confess that our understandings 

(however right they may be!) are never identical with the pure and perfect Truth? …. 

 My frustration grew with each passing day as the General Assembly moved through the week speaking 

and voting on everything from Tax Justice to Marriage to Fossil Fuel Divestment to International Relations to 

topics where no one, in my view, was an expert on much of anything – STILL, the words I kept writing in the 

margins of my legal pad full of notes were “Humility, Sam; humility!”  And I remembered how whenever I have 

thought myself to be so right, it has always been checked by The Truth that no one (save Jesus Christ!) is ever that 

right…. 

 You know, as frustrated as I felt at times while attending the General Assembly, and as we talked about 

issue after issue in which there was a guarantee that no matter what we did we would surely make someone angry, 

one reality kept me there in spite of the fact it seemed I was in the minority just about all the time.  And that one 

reality was:  I could never completely deny Christ’s presence with us there, just as I cannot deny Christ is present 

with us here right now.  You see, because of Christ and “the body of Christ” through His Church, we are never, 

never, never all … “On Our Own!” 

 

From my article in our weekly church newsletter on Wednesday, July 2 

 The Israel/Palestine conflict defies a solution that will bring both parties together given the generational 

nature of the hostility and the fact enmity between both parties is practically “genetic” and “hereditary” where 

“the iniquities of the fathers [are visited] upon the children to the third and fourth generation” (Deut 5:9b).  

Consequently, when the General Assembly sought to inject itself into the discussion by consideration of 

“divestment,” it was my opinion the risks associated with making such a political statement (regardless of one’s 

perspective) far outweighed any potential gain or influence on decision-making in the region.  Much to my 

surprise, therefore, I found myself standing two people back in line to speak at a microphone during the debate 

101st Stated Meeting of PWNC 
July 29, 2014     Page 105 of 129



JJ-11 
when “the question was called,” discussion ceased, and the vote was taken (310-303) to approve “divestment.” 

The following are the remarks I had hoped to share.   

 “Mr. Moderator, I rise to speak for the Minority Report as amended [against divestment] to replace the 

Main Motion 04-04 as amended.  I do so for three reasons.  First, whether this is dealing with international 

relations or interfaith dialogue or purely unethical investment policy, the fact remains – ‘Perception is so often 

Reality’ regardless of the facts or the truth.  Second, if there is a sermon I will surely preach before my 

congregation when I return from this Assembly, it must be titled – ‘Never Leave the Table!’ – [based on the 

speech of The Rev. James Foster Reese to the Assembly on Sunday who used this phrase in speaking of how he 

‘never left the table’ during the Freedom Movement of the 1960s when he and his African-American brothers and 

sisters were losing at every turn in the Church and in the culture, but they never quit].  And third, in response to 

comments today by others of good will on equally divisive issues before this Assembly, such as ‘The issue is 

decided,’ ‘The time is now,’ ‘The time for talking is over’ – I respectfully and sincerely disagree!  It is always 

time to talk and we should never leave the table, because God never stops talking with us, God never leaves the 

table, and God certainly never divests or quits on any of us!  Therefore, I support the Minority Report [against 

divestment] as amended.” 

 The flurry of news reports about the actions of the Assembly as “against” Israel illustrate the point I was 

trying to make, and especially given the distrust being felt by our Jewish friends and neighbors fueled all the more 

by the tragic discovery that three recently kidnapped Israeli teenagers have been found and have been brutally 

murdered.  To say I am disappointed by the action of our General Assembly on this issue, and several others, is an 

understatement.   And yet, I will continue to voice my concerns in ways that are appropriate and, I hope, helpful, 

and will seek to do so in a way that strives to “build up the church” and never “tears it down.” 

 

From my sermon “Not for Their Sake, but for Ours” on July 6 based on Matthew 11:25-30 

 I have found myself reflecting further on the General Assembly of our denomination meeting in Detroit 

where almost 200 of those in attendance were Young Adult Advisory Delegates.  All were under the age of 25, but 

every one of them exuded tremendous energy and dedication with respect to the work of the Assembly as a whole 

as well as their active participation in every committee.  In fact, each one’s preparation and participation often far 

exceeded that of actual commissioners like me!  And while I suppose you could say every time a Young Adult 

Delegate spoke some of us probably thought to ourselves, “Not now, young man” or “Not now, young lady” – 

there was always a genuine eagerness and desire to hear what they had to say…. 

 The words that have struck a chord in my spirit from my own experience these last several weeks are 

Jesus’ prayer of thanksgiving in Matthew 11:  “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;… yes, Father, for such 

was your gracious will.”  So why when it comes to the secrets of life and faith does God bestow them on the 

“children and youth,” those who are the youngest in faith and experience, insight and wisdom?  I think the reason 

is to bring us to the awareness that it is so easy for us as teachers and pastors and parents and grandparents to 

think that there is no way a child or youth might actually know something we don’t already know!  

 “Listen to children!”  “Listen to youth!”  Because lately I’m coming to believe they know something I 

don’t know, something I need to know, something that lies at the center of the universe, and something that lies at 

the heart of God and of faith.  They are the new in faith, the young in faith, and those for whom the passion and 

the power and the message of faith demands a response that cannot be ignored or forgotten or reduced to the 

predictable and the controllable and the way “it’s always been done” before. 

 

From my communion sermon “Never Leave the Table” on July 13 based on Romans 15:7-13  

  The Rev. James Foster Reese is 90 years old and a retired pastor.  Fifty years ago he was present with 

Martin Luther King in Washington for his “I Have A Dream” speech.  And he clearly was the author of the one 

“take-away” phrase from the Assembly that spoke to me on every level.  During the Freedom Movement of the 

1960s, Rev. Reese recalled:  “I may have at times felt ignored, unheard and marginalized, but I never left the 

table” …. 

 How often it seems that we as a Reformed and Protestant Christian body are doing more to follow our 

culture and where it leads us than we are leading our culture.  The Detroit Assembly was “decent and in order” 

and painstakingly planned to the n
th 

degree.  Yet underneath the energy of the youth and the votes taken (on just 

about everything!) and the press we have received ever since, my impression is that we are still participating in a 

form of mainline Christian Faith that will continue to decline over the coming years until we focus our time and 
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energy and effort on saying a bit less about the same topics dividing our nation (almost irreconcilably) and more 

about the message The Church can say that no one else can or will say – the definitive love of God in the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ…. 

 That’s why we’re here.  That why, I pray, we’ll always be here.  And that’s why (with The Rev. James 

Foster Reese) I hope none of us ever “leaves the table.” 

 

A FINAL COMMENT 

The above remarks share the spirit in which I served as a commissioner representing our presbytery.  They do not 

reflect, however, what I will cherish most about my 8 days in Detroit – the love and grace and friendship I 

experienced as one among 5 other outstanding commissioners (Jay Crane, Helen Hall, Terry Hanna, Heath Rada, 

Bobbi White), a Young Adult Advisory Delegate (David Smith), and presbytery staff members in attendance 

(Anita Bernhardt, Bert Sigmon).  I deeply appreciate your confidence, your trust, and for giving me the 

opportunity to serve. 
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Reflections on the 2014 General Assembly 

Bobbi White, Commissioner Representative 
 

AMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in the believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.@ (Romans 15:13) 

It was an exciting time for the Presbytery of Western North Carolina as Heath Rada, one of our very own, 

was elected moderator. Even more exciting was the recognition of the skills, experience and faith that Heath 

brings to the job. He cares about all people. He knows how to listen. He is a mediator and a reconciler, and he was 

elected not only on the first vote, and he also gained appreciation and votes of the Young Adult Delegates. I feel 

that God has called Heath and vice-moderator, Larissa Kwong Abazia, an outstanding young Chinese-American 

pastor from Queens, NY. We nominated him, so it is our responsibility to pray for Heath and Larissa through the 

next two years. 

The things that I think about General Assembly are not the things that often get reported. There was a 

strong emphasis on worship and prayer. We worshiped every day and prayed often. We prayed during our 

committee meetings and during the plenary. At plenary, we also broke into groups and prayed. Besides the normal 

times of prayer, people could go up to the microphone and say, AI believe we need to pray.@ Sometimes these 

people said the prayer and at other times the moderator or another person prayed. 

Discussion time was set aside for the two key issues of marriage and divestment. It was tremendously 

helpful and productive. We need to do similar things in our presbytery. One and a half hours were set aside to 

discuss each of these issues in small groups of about seven people. This helped people to look at all sides of the 

issues and express in a small group their positions, concerns, and questions. In almost all of the groups, there were 

people on both sides and even in the middle of these issues.  

What most everyone realized was that someone in their small discussion group would be celebrating and 

feeling God=s will was done, and another would be discouraged, hurt and feeling the body was not listening to 

God. In voting, we knew that persons who were very respected and cared for, would be grieving. There was no 

cheering or clapping when the vote was announced, because people understood that no matter the outcome, there 

would be pain. There were attempts to reach out both before the vote and afterwards, and a sense that we wanted 

to stay together. There was hope that we might focus on our following the Lord Jesus Christ and remain in service 

to Christ together. One of our distinguished speakers, Rev. James Reese, a giant in the Civil Rights Movement, 

said, AI always stayed at the table.@ I hope we can stay at the Lord=s Table together.  

There was much misunderstanding of what was done in the divestment vote. We recommended to the 

Board of Pension and the Presbyterian Foundation that they divest in only three companies. We invest in many 

companies doing business in Israel. It was not a divestment of Israel. We take a strong stand on Israel=s right to 

exist and condemn terrorism. We support a two-state solution. We encouraged dialogues with Jews and Muslims. 

These companies joined a list of forty-two others from which we have divested, including companies connected 

with tobacco, products for war, and human rights concerns. 

The vote on marriage was a particular concern to people in the 19 states where marriage is legal and those 

expecting this change in their state. An important part of the vote was the grantee that all pastors and churches 

have the ability to say Ayes@ or Ano.@ There were some pastors and churches that were in favor of gay marriage and 

wanted the option to respond to people in their congregations, but did not want to change the definition. That is 

why the Authoritative Interpretation had appeal. However, the Assembly also approved sending to presbyteries an 

overture that changed the definition of marriage to Atwo people, traditionally between a man and a woman.@ There 

was an awareness that the vote resulted in tremendous pain for some and rejoicing for others. 

After the vote on marriage, I was blessed to go to the dinner for Mid-Council leaders (General 

Presbyters/Executives, etc. with a few Synod and denominational people). The weight of the decision was felt by 

that group, as they would return to people and congregations celebrating and upset. At table groups we took times 

so that each person could share their feelings and concerns for their presbytery or organization. After a time of 

sharing, there was a significant amount of prayer around the tables. 
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I served on the Mid-Council Committee which dealt with Synod organization and the Hamin 

Presbytery, a non-geographic Korean Presbytery. The committee recommended that the Korean 

Presbytery be integrated into the other presbyteries in that Synod. They also recommended the 

combining or realigning of Synods. The hope was that this would be more efficient, result in better 

support for churches, and a stronger witness to Christ. The committee had thoughtful people with an 

excellent moderator and support people, and dealt with hard issues prayerfully and with great concern. 

Although I would have preferred a different organization answer, it was a good experience.      

In other areas, I had a strong feeling that God was at work in our denomination in very positive 

ways. Some of these things did not get the limelight. For example, there are 248 New Worshiping 

Communities started in the denomination! Not all will be fruitful and multiply, but many will. They are 

helping us think of church in new ways. Since good news stories are often ignored, some creative person 

thought of 248 beach balls as visible signs of God at work. As we celebrated by hitting them high from 

person to person all over the Assembly, we left that night being playful together as well as struggling 

together to discern God=s will. When the music and the balls stopped, our Presbytery ended up with two 

balls ~ the equivalent to the number of the new worshiping communities that we will have here! 

Another exciting factor that is to be celebrated is that we commissioned new mission co-workers 

and young adult volunteers. I celebrated the Mission Co-Workers from this Presbytery, Barbara Nagy, 

Becca Young, John McCall, Gary and Marlene Van Brocklin, Frank and Nancy Dimmock and all the 

people our churches support. I celebrate that Becca Heilman from Waldensian is going to Zambia to 

serve as a Young Adult Volunteer.  

The PCUSA brought focus this year to the root causes of poverty. Last year, they emphasized 

1001 worshiping communities in ten years, this year they encouraged us to AEducate a Child, Transform 

the World.@ We were encouraged to educate children in our communities and in the world. This is a 

thing Presbyterians do well. This is one way we can have a positive impact on the condition of women 

and children in our neighborhoods and across the globe. In this Presbytery, our churches are making a 

huge difference in this area, and I am sure we will continue this and more. 

We were also challenged to live missionally. That is also a Presbyterian heritage. We are called 

to reach out to the unchurched and to the least of these. The Assembly said this is not a new challenge, 

but one we already have. 

Finally, I had the privilege of serving with a wonderful team of commissioners. Each played a 

vital role in their committees and had tough assignments. We were diverse in many ways, but listened to 

each other. I learn so much from all of them, and give thanks for their gifts and thoughtful service. 

In remembering this assembly, I think of a song that was sung multiple times in multiple places. 

     God of Grace and God of Glory on Thy people pour Thy power . . . 

     Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage for the facing of this hour, For the Facing of this hour 

For the living of these days, 

Lest we miss thy kingdom=s goal 

That we fail not them nor Thee 

In remembering the Assembly, I more strongly remember the Biblical verse for the Assembly: 

AMay the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in the believing, so that you may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.@ (Romans 15:13) 

God of Grace and God of Glory on Thy people pour Thy power  . . .  So that we will open 

ourselves as individuals, a presbytery, and a denomination that AThe God of hope will fill us with all joy 

and peace in the believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.@ (Romans 

15:13) 
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221st GENERAL ASSEMBLY (2014) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Brief Summary from the General Assembly 

 General Assembly Summary from the Presbyterian Outlook 

 (bulletin insert) 

 Pastoral Letter on Marriage 

 Pastoral Letter from PFR and the Fellowship of Presbyterians 

 Global Missions Letter from Rev. Dr. Hunter Farrell 

 

 

These documents may be found on the Presbytery Website: 

http://presbyterywnc.org/221st-general-assembly 
 

or 
 

the PCUSA website: 

http://oga.pcusa.org/browse/resources-
resource/departments/ga221/ 
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The 221st General Assembly (2014)
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

June 14 – 21, Detroit, Michigan
A Brief Summary

Election of the Moderator: Ruling Elder Heath Rada from North Carolina was elected the 
Moderator of the General Assembly on the first ballot with 52% of the votes from a field of three

candidates. He has served as President of the Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond and the 
CEO of the Greater Richmond chapter of the American Red Cross. As his Vice-Moderator he selected the Rev. 
Larissa Kwong Abazia, pastor of Church of Forest Hills, a multicultural, multiethnic congregation in Queens, New 
York. Historically, election of a Moderator on the first ballot is not common; the last Moderator elected on the first 
ballot was the Rev. Jack Rogers who served as the Moderator of the 213th General Assembly (2001).

Mid Councils Commission 2 – Synod and Presbytery action: The 219th General Assembly established a Special 
Commission to study the structure of the denomination and make recommendations. The Commission's report to the
last Assembly was sent back for further work by a somewhat restructured Commission. This year the Commission 
brought a recommendation to reorganize the current 16 synods into eight in a collaborative process based on “an 
emerging sense of purpose, partnership, context, and call.” The Assembly increased the number to 10-12 new 
synods and the Sinodo Presbiteriano Boriquen en Puerto Rico (Synod of Puerto Rico) successfully overtured to 
remain as is based on its cultural and geographic setting. In related business the Assembly granted the request of 
the Synod of Southern California and Hawai'i that Hanmi Presbytery be dissolved and the churches transferred to 
the corresponding geographic presbyteries. Hanmi did present an overture asking for a delay in the dissolution.

Divestment: Middle East and Fossil Fuels: Once again, the Mission Responsibility Through Investment 
Committee (MRTI) brought a recommendation to divest from three companies whose business dealings with Israel 
help support the Palestinian occupation: Motorola Solutions, Caterpillar and Hewlett-Packard. After intense 
advocacy by outside groups before and during the Assembly, and impassioned testimony and debate in committee 
and on the floor the Assembly voted 310 to 303 to support divestment. There were also numerous statements of 
support for both Israel and Palestine and a reaffirmation of the commitment to a two-state solution. In partial 
response to a controversial study guide issued by a PC(USA)-affiliated advocacy group earlier this year the 
Assembly added a first point to the resolution that reaffirmed Israel's right to exist.

The other matter was an overture to divest from companies that appear on the Carbon Tracker fossil fuel 
company list. The Assembly chose instead to refer the matter to MRTI for their study and recommendation.

It is worth noting that one of the financial officers of the Board of Pensions explained to the Assembly that 
most of their assets are placed with private investment advisers and when they receive the divestment instructions 
they do not have to divest but can keep any current holdings but will not acquire any more listed stocks.

Marriage: The Assembly took three actions related to Marriage regarding the PC(USA) Book of Order. They 
approved an Authoritative Interpretation permitting pastors to conduct marriage services, and the session may 
approve the use of facilities for such services, for any marriage in jurisdictions where they are permitted and in 
accordance with the conscience of the pastor and session. They approved a rewrite of W-4.9000, the section on 
marriage that, among other things now says marriage is between “two persons, traditionally a man and a woman.” 
Finally, they directed that a consultation process with presbyteries and churches be developed to promote 
reconciliation associated with these changes as the vote on the Book of Order amendment goes forward.

Other actions: The new translation of the Heidelberg Catechism was affirmed and the Belhar Confession will again 
be sent to the presbyteries for a 2/3 approval to be added to the Book of Confessions. Modifications were made to 
the Peacemaking Offering and it will be renamed the Peace and Global Witness Offering. A statement was issued 
about the need for due process regarding weaponized drones. The 248 New Worshiping Communities were 
celebrated. Mandatory background checks are urged when hiring pastors but it was decided not to add it as a 
requirement of the call process in the Book of Order. Per capita rate was set at $7.07 for 2015 and $7.12 for 2016.
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Here we stand, so to speak: THE 221ST GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

DETROIT, MICHIGAN — JUNE 14-21, 2014

BY LESLIE SCANLON, Outlook national reporter 

and JACK HABERER, Outlook editor

Following years of debate, the 2014 General Assembly decided to act — choosing 
to divest from three American companies whose products support Israel’s occupa-
tion of Palestine, and granting PC(USA) ministers permission to perform same-sex 
marriages in civil jurisdictions where such marriages are legal. 

Realizing that their actions would please some and alienate others both in the 
United States and overseas, commissioners also pleaded for reconciliation with 
those who would disagree. “In no way is this a reflection of a lack of love for our 
Jewish brothers and sisters,” moderator Heath Rada said immediately after the di-
vestment vote, one of the first by an American mainline Protestant denomination. 

Asked after the votes on same-sex marriage how much it would cost to send 
representatives to each presbytery for conversations about unity, Stated Clerk Gra-
dye Parsons said he wasn’t sure, but “the cost of not doing this is higher.”

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ASSEMBLY:

MODERATOR. The committee chose as its moderator Heath Rada (christened 
#modeRada on Twitter), the only ruling elder among three candidates, and a 
hearty North Carolinian who selected as his vice-moderator his demographic op-
posite: Larissa Kwong Abazia, a young Chinese-American pastor from New York. 
From the start, the young adult advisory delegates (YAADs) resonated with the 
white-haired Rada, who passed out Heath bars and danced during breaks on the 
platform. 

DIVESTMENT. Two years after a GA rejected a similar proposal by just two 
votes, commissioners gasped when the divestment vote result was posted – 310-
303 – for a proposal that the PC(USA) begin phased divestment of about $16.5 
million from three companies that provide equipment used by the Israeli military 
in the occupation of Palestine: Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard and Motorola Solu-
tions. The assembly did specify that its action was “not to be construed” as sup-
port of the global Boycott, Divest and Sanctions (BDS) movement. 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE. In response to the contention that the denomina-
tion’s restrictions were impeding pastors’ ability to provide pastoral care to com-
mitted same-sex couples in their churches, the GA approved two measures to per-
mit ministers to perform same-gender marriages in jurisdictions where legal (at 
present, 19 states plus the District of Columbia). 
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SAME-SEX MARRIAGE. In response to the contention that the denomina-
tion’s restrictions were impeding pastors’ ability to provide pastoral care to com-
mitted same-sex couples in their churches, the GA approved two measures to per-
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present, 19 states plus the District of Columbia). 
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An authoritative interpretation, approved 371-238 (61 percent in favor), took 
effect immediately after the assembly adjourned, giving PC(USA) ministers free-
dom of conscience to perform same-sex marriages. The assembly also voted 421-
175 (71 percent in favor) to recommend for ratification by the presbyteries a con-
stitutional amendment adjusting the definition of Christian marriage, changing the 
phrase “a man and a woman” to “two people, traditionally a man and a woman.” 

Both actions support freedom of conscience. The proposed amendment says 
explicitly, “Nothing herein shall compel a teaching elder to perform nor compel a 
session to authorize the use of church property for a marriage service” that either 
of them “believes is contrary” to their “discernment of the Holy Spirit and their 
understanding of the Word of God.”

Adoption of the amendment requires ratification by 87 of the 172 presbyteries, 
the votes to be taken over the next 12 months.

BELHAR CONFESSION. The assembly approved recommending for pres-
byteries’ ratification (by two-thirds vote) adding the Belhar Confession, written in 
South Africa and focused on justice and reconciliation, to the PC(USA)’s Book of 
Confession.

BROKEN PRESBYTERIAN RELATIONS. Already 350 churches have left 
the PC(USA) for other denominations over the past four years. Now more depar-
tures are expected. Also, Hunter Farrell, director of World Mission, said prelimi-
nary inquiries indicate 17 of the denomination’s 54 global-partner denominations 
may break relations with the PC(USA) over the same-sex marriage decision.

LANGUAGE ABOUT ISRAEL. The assembly disavowed a controversial 
study guide, “Zionism Unsettled,” produced by the Israel Palestine Mission Net-
work. The commissioners overwhelmingly rejected a proposal to trim back refer-
ences to Israel in liturgical materials published by the church.

GUN VIOLENCE. The assembly appealed to fellow Presbyterians to work to 
reduce gun violence by advocating for stricter background checks and a ban on 
semi-automatic assault rifles.

FOSSIL FUELS. Despite pleas from the YAADs that “we can’t wait” to pro-
tect the earth, the assembly voted not to divest from fossil fuel companies, choosing 
instead to explore related issues that might lead to action by a future assembly.

DRONES. The assembly passed a resolution criticizing secrecy in the U.S. mili-
tary’s use of drones for surveillance and targeted attacks, calling for legislation 
governing the use of military drones.

YOUNG ADULT COMMISSIONERS? A proposal to turn YAADs into voting 
YACs failed, given that the new title would not require them to be ordained elders.

MID COUNCILS. The assembly approved consolidating the number of synods 
from the current 16 to somewhere between 10 and 12 reconfigured synods. O
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June 19, 2014 
 
To congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.): 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Earlier today, the 221st General Assembly (2014) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) approved 
a recommendation from its Assembly Committee on Civil Union and Marriage Issues allowing 
for pastoral discretion to perform “any such marriage they believe the Holy Spirit calls them to 
perform,” where legal by state law. 
 
They also approved a recommendation to change language in the Book of Order to indicate that 
“marriage involves a unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man and a 
woman.” 
 
Both decisions came with much thought, discussion, and prayer, and clearly the entire body that 
is the PC(USA) will be interpreting these actions for some time. 
 
Please know that the same triune God in whom we place our hope, faith, and trust in is still in 
control, and that the assembly’s action today is the result of deep discernment to hear God’s 
voice and discern God’s will. 
 
We concur with the feelings expressed by Teaching Elder Commissioner Jeffrey Bridgeman, 
moderator of the Assembly Committee on Civil Union and Marriage Issues, during his 
presentation to the assembly. 
 
“The apostle Paul tells us that ours is, in fact, ‘the ministry of reconciliation’ as ‘ambassadors of 
Christ,’ and he died for us so that we might be reconciled, that we might become reconcilers,” 
Bridgeman said. 
 
In this season of both happiness and sadness over the assembly’s decisions, we call on you to 
remember the overflowing grace and love God gifts us with, and to take seriously our charge to 
bestow the same grace and love on one another. 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 
Ruling Elder Heath K. Rada 
Moderator, 221st General Assembly (2014) 

 
The Reverend Gradye Parsons 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 

 
Ruling Elder Linda Bryant Valentine 
Executive Director, Presbyterian Mission Agency 
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A Pastoral Letter from PFR and the 

Fellowship of Presbyterians 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Meeting in Detroit, our 221st General Assembly has taken two significant actions on the 

teaching and practice of marriage according to the PC(USA)’s Book of Order. First, the GA 

approved an Authoritative Interpretation (AI) that now permits PC(USA) pastors to conduct 

same-sex weddings, and allows sessions to approve the use of church property for such 

ceremonies. Secondly, the GA approved a proposed amendment to the Book of Order that would 

replace current language with a description of marriage as a relationship between “two people, 

traditionally a man and a woman.” 

While the AI goes into effect immediately, the proposed amendment requires ratification by a 

majority of the presbyteries before any change could be made, a process that takes about one 

year. Both measures are designed to allow pastors and congregations to participate in same-sex 

weddings, in states where gay marriage is legal. 

We grieve these actions by the General Assembly. We believe we will look back on this day and 

see the error of these decisions. But an Assembly of our denomination has spoken, and now we 

must move ahead without compromising compassion or conviction. 

It is extremely important to understand that while the AI and the constitutional amendment 

broaden the denomination’s interpretation of marriage, they do not require any pastor to officiate 

or any session to authorize the use of church property for a marriage service with which they 

disagree. It remains up to each pastor and each session to determine what is and is not 

appropriate for their congregation. 

Proponents of these two actions have made great effort to invite and welcome those who hold 

unwaveringly to a traditional interpretation of marriage to remain engaged in the mission and 

ministry of the PC(USA) with full integrity. Some will resolve to do this—others may not. Those 

of us who do remain in the PC(USA) will, no doubt, encounter other decisions and actions with 

which we will disagree. We are not here to fight and divide, but to continue to proclaim the good 

news of Jesus Christ and to testify to the transforming power of his love that is available to 

everyone. We urge you in the strongest possible way to refrain from actions, attitudes, and 

language that would mar the image of Christ in your response to the Assembly’s actions. 

Let us commit to one another, and to Almighty God, that we will seek to embody the grace and 

love of our Savior across our theological differences, and in personal and congregational 

deliberations about our future in the PC(USA). 
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20 June 2014 
 
Dear Colleagues in Christ’s mission, 
 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 
 
I write to you from the city of Detroit, Michigan, USA, where the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is 
holding its 221st General Assembly. We are thankful to God for this gathering of elected 
commissioners from all 172 presbyteries, and we are blessed with the presence of eight 
ecumenical advisory delegates from our partner churches. We deeply value and respect the 
opinions expressed by our ecumenical advisory delegates.  They are participating fully in debate 
and their votes on the matters before the Assembly are communicated to the plenary as advice 
before each vote is taken.  
 
The Assembly is considering a number of important issues that will impact our relationships with 
you, our partners around the globe: 
 

• The Assembly enthusiastically approved the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” 

Campaign that has as its goal to improve the quality of education for one million children 
around the world. To launch the campaign, three congregations have joined together to 
pledge $1.65 million to the South Sudan Education and Peacebuilding project We are 
thankful to be able to support our partners in their unceasing efforts to improve the quality 
of education offered in their primary and secondary schools; 

 

• The Assembly addressed several issues dealing with the Church’s witness in the Middle 

East, including the decision on whether to divest funds held by the PC(U.S.A.) from three 
U.S. companies which the Assembly established are profiting from non-peaceful activities 
in the occupied territories of Palestine. The Assembly voted to express urgent concern for 
the persecution of Christian churches in the Middle East and other areas of the world. 
Specific measures were taken in support of our church partners in Syria and Iran; 

 

• Several international concerns were expressed by the Assembly: support for the 
normalization of relations with Cuba, concern for the ongoing crisis in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, concern for Haitians living in the Dominican Republic, and U.S. 
immigration reform; 

 

• As you know, one of the more difficult issues before the Assembly is discerning how to 
respond to the current situation in the U.S., where 19 states have now legalized same-

gender marriage. Increasingly, Presbyterian ministers are asked to bless these marriages. 
Some people in our church understand this to be a pastoral issue—they believe it is wrong 
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to withhold God’s blessing from two faithful church members who have committed to love 
and serve each other; others believe that the issue is one of faithfulness to Scripture, that 
they understand to define Christian marriage as being between a man and a woman.   
 
The Assembly considered a variety of overtures on these issues and voted to affirm 
pastoral discretion in performing marriage ceremonies. Thus pastors, with session 
approval, would be allowed to officiate same-gender weddings in states where such 
marriages are legal. This decision is effective immediately. Pastors and congregations that 
disagree with this decision are allowed to follow their conscience and officiate only 
marriages between a man and a woman. Thus, the decision by the Assembly allows 
Presbyterians with different convictions to continue in communion with one another as we 
have in the World Communion of Reformed Churches. In addition, the Assembly voted to 
change the definition of marriage to include two persons of the same gender. This change, 
however, would have to be ratified by a majority of the 172 presbyteries and, if ratified, 
would go into effect in June 2015.  

 
We wanted to share this news with you directly, so that you are aware of this preliminary step our 
church has taken to respond to this issue. We have asked our Area Coordinators and Regional 
Liaisons to be in conversation with you to further explain the Assembly decision and to hear from 
you regarding your Church’s understandings. Because we are committed to work in partnership 
with your church, we would not pretend to press our beliefs on your church regarding this 
sensitive issue nor would we suggest sending a gay or lesbian mission worker to churches for 
whom that would be inconsistent with their theological understandings.  
 
As you can see, the challenges and opportunities before the church are many. The Good News is 
that the same God who called us together as a church will never leave us or forsake us. I invite you 
to join a concert of prayer that is forming around the world as our church meets in Assembly: 
 

• Pray that the bitterness and divisiveness so present in U.S. society and in our church is 
healed as people are enabled by the Spirit to truly listen to each other and respect each 
other despite our differences; 

• Pray that the decisions taken by the Assembly would glorify God and strengthen God’s 
realm of justice, peace and righteousness.  

 
May God richly bless you and your work in the coming days. 
 
With you in Christ, 

Hunter Farrell 
Rev. Dr. B. Hunter Farrell 
Director, World Mission 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  
Email: hunter.farrell@pcusa.org 
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OO-1 
 

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP SCHOOL 

Dr. Fred Van Itallie, Dean of CLS 

JULY 29, 2014 
 

The Presbytery is pleased to recognize the students that have completed a two-year Church Leadership 

School Program. The Church Leadership School, formerly known as the School for the Laity/CLP 

Program, is a program of the Committee on Ministry and is managed by the Commissioned Lay Pastors 

Sub-Committee. The program is designed for persons desiring to increase their faith and knowledge, to 

strengthen their church and expand their ministry, and for elders desiring to serve as Commissioned Lay 

Pastors.  

 

The course work for the Church Leadership School includes Bible, Theology, Church History, Worship 

and Sacraments, Christian Education, Preaching, Pastoral Care, Polity, and Church Leadership. This 

program is an exciting opportunity to learn and grow for members of our churches. This September, we 

begin a new, two-year cycle with Bible-New Testament, Preaching, Principles of Pastoral Care, and 

Church History. The Church Leadership School is believed to be one of the Presbytery’s best-kept 

secrets.  

 

The program provides opportunities for individual growth in faith, knowledge, and leadership, and 

graduates have the opportunity to become catalysts for change and growth in their congregations. Nine 

people completed the current two-year program, with three of the graduates being from other 

presbyteries. These graduates join more than 100 other graduates, of which, twenty-six are 

Commissioned Lay Pastors within our Presbytery. In addition, there are students who have completed 

one or more of the required six quarters. 

 

When asked why they continued to drive long distances, study between classes, and sit from 9:00 a.m. 

until 3:00 p.m. two Saturdays a month, participants said they felt called by God to be there, were 

challenged by excellent teachers, and encouraged by each other. Members said they grew in faith and 

knowledge, and desired to share that with the church. 

 

We ask that each church identify people in the church who would enjoy and benefit from the program. 

We need your help to get the word out and your support to keep this important resource going. A 

schedule for the coming year is currently posted on the Presbytery website www.presbyterywnc.org, 

along with an application. The program offers 150 plus hours of training and class work during this two-

year cycle and begins with a required September kick-off retreat on Friday evening and Saturday, 

September 12-13, 2014. The application deadline is August 25, 2014. 

 

The following people will receive certificates for having completed the two-year program: 

Katie Adams (Kenilworth) 

Sandy Blackwelder (Charlotte Presbytery) 

Elizabeth Hall (Grassy Creek) 

John H. Hall (Grassy Creek) 

LaQreshia A. Harley (Salem Presbytery) 

 

James Harley (Salem Presbytery) 

Everett M. Thomas (Black Mountain) 

William Upchurch, Jr. (Cherryville, First) 

Robert Ward (Rutherfordton) 
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OO-2 
 

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655      Phone:  (828)438-4217     Fax: (828)437-8655 
 
July 1, 2014 
 

Dear Pastor Colleague, 

Our Church Leadership School, formerly known as the School for the Laity,  is ready to start its 
new year in September.  We would like for our new Associate Dean, Ric Stapleton, to come to 
your church and provide a brief (5 minutes or less) introduction to the school - in order to help 
with our recruiting. 

Our school has an outstanding reputation for training church leaders and future Commissioned 
Lay Pastors.  As a testimonial to our program, this year on May 24th, three graduates from the 
program were from other presbyteries! 

Church leadership is so important.  We are trying to enhance our training in this area so that 
our mission of helping churches find qualified pastors and enable strong church leadership will 
be achieved. Most of the people that attend the school do so to gain greater understanding 
and grow in faith, and to become stronger disciples in their church.  A few each year become 
Commissioned Lay Pastors. 

Please give our officers of the Church Leadership School the opportunity to speak with your  
congregation, either in worship or at a social event.  Either Barbara Ross (828/387-6332) or 
Robbin Buchanan (828/438-4217) at the Presbytery office can schedule someone to visit with 
your congregation. 

Thank you in advance for helping us to get more students in this very worthwhile program. 

Peace, 

 

 

Bobbi White  
General Presbyter 
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 Church Leadership School/ 

Commissioned Lay Pastor Program for 2014-15 
Classes begin at 9:00 AM and conclude at 3:00 PM, with lunch on your own from noon until 1:00 PM. 

Morning Session 9-12 Afternoon Session 1-3 

LOCATION: First Presbyterian Church, MORGANTON 

 

Retreat September 12-13 at William Black Lodge, Montreat, NC – STRONGLY ENCOURAGED 

2014 Fall Term (Morganton at 1st Presbyterian Church)  

First Year Students take New Testament Survey -  Second Year Students take Preaching 

 

September  20   AM NT Survey (first year students) 

    Preaching (second year students) 

    PM Principles of Pastoral Care  

October   4  AM NT Survey or Preaching  

    PM Principles of Pastoral Care  

October  18  AM NT Survey or Preaching  

    PM Principles of Pastoral Care 

November 1  AM NT Survey or Preaching 

    PM Church History - Early 

November 15  AM NT Survey or Preaching  

    PM Church History - Medieval 

December  6  AM NT Survey or Preaching  

    PM Church History – Early Reformation 

December  13  SNOW DATE 

 

2015 Winter Term  

January    3  AM Directory for Worship 

    PM Polity - Foundations 

January  17  AM Directory for Worship 

    PM Polity G -1 

February   7  AM Book of  Common Worship 

    PM Polity G - 2 

February 14  AM Book of Common Worship 

    PM Polity G - 3 

February  28  AM Glory to God Hymnal 

    PM Polity G - 4 

March  14  AM Church Administration 

    PM Polity G-5&6 

March  21  SNOW DATE   

 

2015 Spring Term  

March  28  AM Baptism 

    PM Christian Education 

April   11  AM Christian Education 

    PM Worship Practice 

April   25  AM Lord’s Supper 

    PM Worship Practice 

May    9  AM Funerals 

    PM Weddings 

May   23  AM Worship Practice 

    PM Graduation Luncheon/Service   

Easter is April 5, 2015     Please note that ALL classes will be    

      held at Morganton, First Presbyterian Church 
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“Daughter of God” 

Women’s Connection 2014 
Montreat Conference Center 

Thursday, August 7—Sunday, August 10 

 

 

Daughter…wife…mother…sister…aunt…friend…caregiver… 

student…pastor…employee…volunteer… 

As a woman, you have so many labels by which society defines you. Many of these labels 

are treasured while at the same time may leave you exhausted. Women’s Connection 2014, 

Daughter of God, will give you pause and respite for your soul, as together we explore 

what it means to be called by name. You will learn how to rest in God’s grace and be 

reminded that you are loved unconditionally. The name Daughter of God claims you in your 

baptism, nurtures you, and sustains you throughout your journey. In the beautiful 

mountains of North Carolina, join us as together we build a stronger sisterhood for the days 

to come. Despite the labels that the world gives, ultimately you are a Daughter of the Living 

God! 

http://www.montreat.org/current/2014-womens-connection 
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The Art of Transitional 

Ministry 
Week I, Week II, Spouse Track, and 

Beyond Basic Seminars 

August 24 - 29, 2014 
The interim pastor is recognized as a 

specialized position in the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.). Some interim pastors 

enter this field straight out of seminary, 

others enter at mid-career and find a new 

enthusiasm in this more specialized kind of 

ministry. Still others are retired ministers 

who wish to continue in service for a few 

more years. Presbyteries increasingly encourage sessions to call an interim while the congregation is in 

transition between installed pastors. Interim assignments vary in length from three months to a year or 

more. 

This specialized ministry often requires skills which include reorganizing a session or congregation, 

problem-solving, program maintenance and conflict management, as well as providing trained 

leadership through a transitional period. 

The interim is one who understands and helps the congregation address the five developmental tasks: 

coming to terms with history; shifts of leadership; thinking denominational linkages; discovering a new 

identity; and commitment to new pastoral leadership and to a new future. 

The curriculum for these events has been standardized at regional sites across the country. Weeks are 

not repeatable. However, if it has been more than six years since you attended week I training, you 

should take it again. 

 

Please note: 
24 spaces remain in Week I (July 25th registration deadline) 

7 spaces remain in Week II  (July 11th registration deadline) 

14 spaces remain in Beyond Basic 

17 spaces remain in Spouse Track 

 
Seminar Descriptions 
Week I: 

Week I introduces interim ministry to ministers contemplating this form of service as a valid ministry 

for them. It also provides the basic skills for ministers who have just begun their interim ministry and 

who have not completed a Week I event (or equivalent). 

 

Week II: 

Week II broadens the skills of ministers who have completed week I at any one of the approved regional 

sites (a list of those sites and scheduled events is available upon request). It also provides a group 

process of reflection and learning grounded in the participant’s practice of interim 

ministry. Requirements for enrollment in Week II: completion of Week I and current service as an 

interim or service as an interim within the last two years (since Jan. 1, 2011). At least six months must 

elapse between training for Week I and Week II. 

 

Spouse Track: 

Spouse Track is designed for spouses of pastors either considering or already in interim positions. 

Spouses are encouraged to participate in the interim ministry spouse track. Regardless of the level of 

involvement in interim ministry, it is good to understand the unique characteristics of this specialized 
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ministry. Together, through a variety of activities, spouses will develop a basic understanding of interim 

ministry, explore their fit within its rewards and challenges, and learn ways to strengthen their support 

system for ministry. Spouses are encouraged to attend some sessions with Week I participants, but will 

not be able to attend the integrative learning exercise with Week II participants. 

 

Beyond Basic: 

Beyond Basic is designed for transitional and interim ministers who would like to continue their life 

long learning within a specialized topic. This year: Am I Really Expected to be a Leader? A Leadership 

Symposium. Leaders in times of transition (rumor has it that we are all transitional ministry leaders these 

days) navigate rivers with rapids; highways with potholes and landslides; and pathways with unexpected 

twists and turns. Expanding our leadership capacity and range of responses has the potential to make 

these journeys more about possible vitality and less about survival. During the week we will explore, 

unpack, and discover together leadership insights from a variety of sources and where and when they 

might be helpful in our ministries, community organizations, and our day to day interactions on the 

‘rivers’, ‘highways’, and ‘pathways.’ 

 

Governing Body Representatives and Committee on Ministry members are urged to attend any of these 

offerings. It is an opportunity to become familiar with the concerns of interim ministers and learn how to 

develop and support a network of trained pastors to work as interims in their own area. The requirement 

for interim experience is waived for persons in this group who have completed Week I and wish to take 

Week II or the Beyond Basic program. 

Sponsored by Montreat Conference Center, in cooperation with the Interim Ministry Consortium. 

 

Registration Procedure 
Each seminar has limited enrollment. Please register early. Registrations for Week I must be postmarked 

by July 25 in order to be accepted. Registrations for Week II must be postmarked on or before July 11 in 

order to be accepted. These dates are required because of advance reading and papers which must be 

prepared before your attendance at the event. If you feel you can accomplish the work after the dates 

listed and before the event, please call for an exception at 800.572.2257, ext. 331. 

Seminar Fee 
Rates below include conference fee plus a $5 community services fee per person for public services 

provided by the Town and the fire district. Housing & meals are not included in this rate. 
 On or before July 11: $424 – clergy only; $469 – clergy and non-clergy spouse 
 After July 11: $449 – clergy only; $494 – clergy and non-clergy spouse 

Accommodations 
Rates for Assembly Inn are per person and include all charges for room and meals for the entire 

conference (Sunday supper-Friday lunch. NO WEDNESDAY SUPPER). Additional charges will apply 

for any extended stay. 
 Double, Private Bath: $330.75 per person 
 Single, Private Bath: $530.75 
 Double, Connecting Bath: $293.25 per person 
 Single, Connecting Bath: $455.75 
 Children 12 and older: $130.75 
 Children ages 5-11: $66.50 
 Children under 5: no charge 

Contact Us 
Questions about the conference? Email Tracy Taylor Bailey at TracyB@montreat.org. 

Questions about the housing? Email Susan Akduman at SusanA@montreat.org. 
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Interim Executive Education 
September 19 - 23, 2014 
 

This conference is for those who are already 

in an interim executive / general / associate 

presbyter or synod position, who are 

scheduled to begin service in one of these 

positions, or who have been recommended by 

their governing body as having particular 

gifts in these areas with a recommendation 

from their COM and their immediate 

executive / general presbyter or synod 

executive / associate. 

Learning goals include the study of multiple layers of organizational system complexity, multiple 

cultures within an organizational system, governing body infrastructure, and application of the interim 

process and developmental tasks to governing bodies. 

Enrollment is strictly limited to participants who have completed at least 30 hours of basic interim 

education prior to the beginning of interim executive training and who have registered to complete the 

entire 60 hours of basic interim training. 

Comprehensive Rates 
Comprehensive rates below include discounted conference fee of $275, room in Assembly Inn, meals in 

the Galax Dining Room (Friday supper through Tuesday breakfast; Sunday lunch not included), plus a 

$4 community services fee per person. Rooms are assigned on a first come, first served basis. After 

August 8, 2014, these rates will increase by $50 per person. 

Assembly Inn 
 Double Occupancy, Private Bath: $580.00 per person 
 Single Occupancy, Private Bath: $736.00 per person 

 

Commuter Rate 
Commuter rate below includes conference fee plus a $4 community services fee per person. 

 On or before August 8: $304 per person 
 After August 8: $354 per person 

In addition to the commuter rate, optional meal packages for the Galax Dining Room may be requested 

when you register online. 
 $101.00 per person for Friday supper through Tuesday breakfast (no Sunday lunch) 
 $19.00 per person for lunches only (Saturday and Monday) 

Refund Policy 
Cancellations must be received by August 8 in order to receive a full refund less a $25 service charge. 

Cancellations received after August 8, but on or before September 12 will receive a 50% refund of the 

conference fee and payments made toward room and meal charges (if applicable), less $40. No refunds 

will be issued after September 12. All requests must be made in writing and received via email, fax, or 

U.S. mail. 

Contact the Registrar 
If you have any questions about the registration process, please email the registrar at 

SusanA@montreat.org or call 800.572.2257 ext. 339. 
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Worship and the Arts 
Advent Travels 

September 22 - 24, 2014 
Come learn new ways Year B Advent texts can 
live through the interplay of music, liturgy, 
visual art, and preaching. During our time 
together we will celebrate the four Sundays of 
Advent. We will begin with worship centered 
around the first Sunday of Advent, followed by 
keynote where we will unpack liturgical 
themes, continuing with a panel discussion on 
the texts, leading into an afternoon filled with 
“hands-on” workshops where you can write, 
create, paint and sing the scriptures. 

 

Special Registration Incentive! 
Register for this event and for just $25 more you can attend A Day with Eileen Lindner! Additional 

housing and meal charges may apply. 

 
Comprehensive Rates 
Comprehensive rates below include conference fee of $250, room in Assembly Inn, meals in the Galax 

Dining Room (Monday supper through Wednesday breakfast), plus a $2 community services fee per 

person for public services provided by the Town and the fire district. Rooms are assigned on a first 

come, first served basis. After August 11, these rates will increase by $25 per person. 

 

Assembly Inn 
 Double Occupancy, Private Bath: $402.50 per person 
 Single Occupancy, Private Bath: $480.50 per person 

 
Commuter Rate 
Commuter rate below includes conference fee of $250 plus a $2 community services fee per person for 

public services provided by the Town and the fire district. 
 On or before August 11: $252 per person 
 After August 11: $277 per person 

Optional meal packages for the Galax Dining Room may be requested when you register online. (These 

additional charges will be added separately by the registrar.) 
 $50.50 per person for Monday supper thru Wednesday breakfast 
 $9.50 per person for lunch only on Tuesday 

 
Refund Policy 
Cancellations must be received by August 11 in order to receive a full refund less a $25 service charge. 

Cancellations received after August 11 but on or before September 15 will receive a 50% refund of the 

conference fee and payments made toward room and meal charges (if applicable) less $40. No refunds 

will be issued after September 15. All requests must be in writing and received via email, fax, or U.S. 

mail. 

Contact the Registrar 
If you have any questions about the registration process, please email the registrar at 

SusanA@montreat.org or call 800.572.2257 ext. 339. 
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Small Church Forums 

Topics include: 

 Case studies 

 Developing responses and action 
plans 

 Sequencing 

Tuesday, August 26th at Lincolnton First         Thursday, August 28th at Marion First 
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

RSVP by calling Tonya at 828/438‐4217 or email 
twilliams@presbyterywnc.org with  a endees’ 

names and loca on preference by  

Friday, August 15th 
so that appropriate provisions can be made! 
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Rodger Nishioka holds the 

Benton Family chair in 

Christian education as an 

associate professor at Co-

lumbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, 

GA.  While he teaches in the area of 

Christian education and practical theolo-

gy, he specializes in ministry with youth 

and young adults and has completed a 

research project comparing the participa-

tion of young adults in mainline Protestant 

congregations and non-denominational 

independent Christian movements.   

 

Prior to his joining the faculty at Colum-

bia, Rodger served for 12 years as denom-

inational staff in youth & young adult 

ministry for the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.).  Rodger received his undergrad-

uate degree from Seattle Pacific Universi-

ty, his master’s degree in theological stud-

ies from McCormick Theological Semi-

nary in Chicago, a Doctor of Divinity de-

gree from Austin College and his Ph.D. 

from Georgia State University in Atlanta.   

He has published several articles, chap-

ters, and books largely focused on minis-

try with youth and young adults and the 

educational ministry of the church as spir-

itual formation. 

 

Rodger is the son of an honorably retired 

Presbyterian pastor and is evidence that 

you can be a pastor’s kid and still love 

Jesus.   

Keynote Presenter 

Dr. Rodger 

Microsft 

Phone:  828-438-4217 

Fax: 828-437-8655 

E-mail: rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org 

Sponsored by: 
Christian Education Committee  
Let’s Celebrate Task Force 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 
114 Silver Creek Road 
Morganton, NC 28655 

Open your mouth and taste, open your eyes and see 

how good God is. Blessed are you who run to him.  

Psalm 34:8 (The Message) 

First Presbyterian Church 

100 Silver Creek Road 

Morganton, North Carolina 

Let
’s C

ele
bra

te…
 

Ta
ste

 of
 Co

mmuni
ty!

 

Educational Event for  

Adults and Youth 

Saturday, September 13, 2014 

3:30 pm — 7:30 pm 
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Everyone yearns to belong. It is iron-

ic in this 21st Century that as many 

tools as people have available to 

them to connect with others, the ma-

jority of Americans say they feel 

“isolated” and “alone.” As believers 

in Jesus Christ, we not only belong to 

God, but through the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we belong to one anoth-

er. Yet the truth is that this belong-

ing is hard work. It takes work to 

build community in our congrega-

tions. This year’s Let’s Celebrate 

event will focus on the challenging 

task of celebrating and building com-

munity in Christ. Together, we will 

explore what community is and is not 

and how we can build, nurture, and 

sustain Christ’s community so that 

all ages come to believe and belong. 

SCHEDULE: 

3:30—4:00 Registration 

4:00—5:00 Believing and Belonging 

  Building Community  

  In the 21st Century 

5:00—6:00 Dinner Conversations 

6:00—7:30 Taste of Community 

(Variety of Entertainment  

from within our Presbytery) 

*Childcare will be available for ages 0-11 for a nominal 

fee of $5.00. (Fee will be used to provide meal for 

those in childcare)* 

Believing and Belonging 

Building Community in the 

21st Century 

REGISTRATION FORM 

COST: 

Covered Dish (enough to 
feed 10 to 12 people) 

Meat, Drinks, and Paper 
Products provided by Pres-
bytery. 

Offering to be taken 

to benefit local missions. 

Name: 

 

Name for Nametag: 

 

Address: 

 

 

 

Gender:         Male         Female 

 

Phone #: 

 

E-mail: 

 

Home Church: 

 

 

(circle what applies to you) 

     Member         Elder  Youth 

     Deacon          DCE                 Minister 

 

Deadline:  September 5, 2014 

 
COST: Covered Dish (enough to feed 10 to 
12 people) Note: Meat, Drinks, and Paper Prod-
ucts provided by Presbytery. 

 

CHILDCARE: ____Yes  _____No 

Age(s) & Name(s) _______________________ 

_________________________________________ 

 

Send to: Robbin Buchanan 

  Presbytery of Western NC 

  114 Silver Creek Road 

  Morganton, NC  28655 

Questions?  Contact: 
Robbin Buchanan  

828-438-4217 
rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org 
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