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“Soon afterwards Jesus went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of 

the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, as well as some women…”  Luke 8:1   

 

As the wind blows in cooler air and the tips of the trees turn gold, orange, and red, I am reminded that 

seasons change and that our Lord did a lot of moving. It seems that Jesus was constantly traveling 

somewhere new and changing the people he touched along the way. Both individuals and whole 

communities were transformed by his loving touch. It seems that the same Jesus continues to move 

among our communities and bring about change, both here in beautiful Western NC in the Autumn and 

throughout the spinning world. 

 

Locally, churches continue to give generously to address hunger through Nickel-A-Meal offerings.   
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I am also excited about the Hunger Committee’s focus on the SNAP food program. The members of the 

committee have taken the lead in raising awareness around these important poverty issues by choosing 

to experience some of the challenges personally. They have spent a week committed to living within the 

same constraints as a person who lives on food stamps. They have felt the effects of limited resources, 

hunger pangs, curtailed cravings, and the increased time and attention that “living poor” requires. Now, 

the committee is inviting you to join them by taking the SNAP challenge the week before Thanksgiving. 

See the accompanying page from the Hunger Committee. (Witness Division Attachment 1) 

 

Globally, exciting plans are well underway for the celebration of our 20 years of partnership with two 

presbyteries in Guatemala. In early November, 21 people from our presbytery will travel to Guatemala 

to celebrate our relationship and to further the mutual mission and ministry. They will plan together, 
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visit sister churches, educate themselves, and explore new possibilities, re-signing our covenant too.  

They will be looking for where Christ might be moving in Guatemala. 

 

In addition, our beloved missionary doctor, Dr. Barbara Nagy, has returned to her home in Nkhoma, 

Malawi. She has returned to Malawi with bold new plans for a major rural health initiative that greatly 

expands the reach of the Nkhoma hospital. Tens of thousands of people (even hundreds of thousands!) 

could see significant improvements in their ability to access medical services through these new 

initiatives. These medical services should also be greatly improved by a promising light project.  Mr. 

Steve Huff, through his company, The Light Foundation, is assisting us in testing the feasibility of new 

solar-powered lighting in Malawi, where electricity is unreliable at best. Furthermore, after 10 years of 

sending a team to Malawi every Spring, we have, for the first time, sent a second team to Malawi this 

Fall. This second team was composed primarily of educators who focused on Ebenezer Institute of 

Learning, the primary school we began. 

 

As communicated in a letter early this month from our Executive Presbyter, Bobbi White, the mission 

co-worker from our presbytery to Indonesia, Becca Young, has transitioned into a full-time faculty 

position with the seminary in Jakarta and will now be fully funded by the seminary. While many of us 

will still want to be in communication with Becca as she continues to shape theological minds in 

Indonesia, her transition could give us the opportunity to shift valuable financial support to other 

PCUSA mission co-workers from our presbytery who are not yet fully funded, like John McCall in 

Taiwan and the Van Brocklins in SE Asia (living in Colomba, Sri Lanka). To have any participation in 

the vital witness to Jesus Christ that these faithful servants are giving every day is a privilege indeed. 

 

As before, you can also consider giving a Christmas gift this holiday season that “travels” in its impact 

to places as near as our own Camp Grier and as far as Guatemala, Malawi, and Indonesia. For both 

adults and children to participate in this meaningful alternative Christmas, please see the flyer on 

Alternative Christmas gifts on the presbytery website. 

 

Yes, Jesus seems to be quite a traveler…both in the first century and in our own. The Lord stays in 

motion, not in a frenzy, but gently and constantly transforming the lives of people with his special touch.  

Isn’t it wonderful indeed when we get a glimpse and are invited to walk alongside! 

 



 

 

JOIN THE HUNGER 

COMMITTEE OF PWNC IN A 

SNAP/FOOD STAMP 

CHALLENGE 

November 16-22, 2014 

Do you know what hunger is? 

Can you live a week on the North Carolina SNAP/Food Stamp 

allowance? SNAP is the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

formerly known as Food Stamps.  As we enter into the Thanksgiving 

season let’s remember there are millions without enough to eat. 

North Carolina allots $4.06 per person per day for food. That 

includes ALL that you eat, drink, snacks and seasonings.  Join us as 

we consciously live in these guidelines. Let’s advocate for the less 

fortunate and live the biblical mandate of feeding all who are hungry! 

There are many ways to join the challenge: Urge your Session and 

congregation to participate. Screen the film, “A Place at the Table” 

(Netflix or Amazon) at your church. Contact your elected 

representatives and urge them to not cut the emergency food safety 

net. Pray and use the SNAP/Food Stamp Devotional. Visit 

www.pcusa.org/snapchallenge for more info. Take the Challenge!! 

 
 

 

 

 
Social Media has the 

power to link us all 

during this 

challenge:  

 

Join the Facebook Group:  
End Hunger WNC 
 
Follow us on Twitter 
@EndHungerWNC 
#endhungerwnc 
 
Read the blog: 
endhungerwnc.blogspot.com 

 

November 16-22 

Join as an individual, 
congregation or Session. 
 
Pray for those that are 
hungry. 
 
Take the challenge! 
 

38,000 children in 

WNC are food 

insecure. 
 

Can you live on $4.06 a 
day for a week? 

 

For more information 

contact the PWNC 

Hunger Committee 

nomorehungerwnc@gmail.com 
 
To register yourself, 
congregation or Session for the 
challenge contact: 
rbuchanan@presbyterywnc.org 
or the PWNC Hunger Committee 
   828-273-3747 
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