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What is God’s call for this Presbytery and who is God calling us to be?  Those are the important questions.
Just as God sends us out as disciples, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” Christ sends us as
individuals, congregations, and presbyteries.

Those were the questions of the committee reporting on the proposed new structure. Where is God sending
us and who/what is God calling us to be and do? The committee first said that we are to be the “Body of
Christ” in what we say and do. Just like we say to all who are being ordained and installed “whatever you
do in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” That is our promise.

As they continued, the committee said, we are to SEE. We are to see what God is doing in our midst and
celebrate and join in the work.  We are to 

Strengthen congregations
Equip disciples

Engage in mission together. 

That is a guide for us as we continue to be the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We are to be the body
of Christ - in close relationship with God and with one another. 

I am excited about this new way of framing our mission and ministry together. It is also a call to humility
and prayer, as we seek to be obedient to God’s calling.  

This committee also held up the importance of relationships - relationships first with God, and then with
each other, congregations and the Presbytery. The Presbytery is to help strengthen congregations and leaders
in congregations, so that the congregations (boots on the ground) can reach out to those who do not know
Christ, nurture those in the faith, and demonstrate God’s love to a hurting world. The Presbytery supports
our churches in this work. The Presbytery also supports the mission we do together that cannot be done
separately. Our Presbytery is widely known for its outreach ministry.

One of the things this new structure supports is the encouragement of ideas that bubble up in the Presbytery
or among several churches. Here are a few examples as I reflected:

Shortly after this presbytery was formed, there were members that had a dream of a relationship with a
global partner presbytery. Could we have imagined, in 1994, that our relationship with the two presbyteries
in Guatemala would be celebrating our 20 year anniversary this year? I think if we could stack the prayers
that have flowed back and forth for each other over these 20 years, they would reach around the world. The
Guatemalans reached out to one of our church members who was dying of cancer. We had the tragic
responsibility to help a family receive their son, who died in the USA desert.  There are new wells and new
churches, scholarships for children and better health. We have also learned what it is like to be dependent
on God and to see joy in the little things. The children in Guatemala collected cans for their missionary in
Africa, Dr. Barbara Nagy. As a result of this partnership, there is new curriculum out on helping men
reorient on masculinity, centered on scripture and Christ, called “Men in the Mirror,” written by our very
own Kevin Frederick. 
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When folks in this Presbytery said they wanted to fund 80% of a missionary, I am not sure that anyone
believed them. We began to support Dr. Barbara Nagy, a pediatric doctor at Nkhoma Hospital, in Malawi,
ten years ago. We could not have imagined a school and the way we have supported the hospital, or how the
Holy Spirit would work in our midst in that mission.

Southminster just commemorated their 20  anniversary as this Presbytery’s first new church development,th

and celebrated going forward in ministry. Its beginning involved lots of local churches making phone calls
to potential members. (That seems like an old way of doing things now!) Armstrong Memorial Presbyterian
Church joined Southminster in a merger that strengthened Southminster in many ways, and left a legacy for
future ministry. There was a huge investment from you, the Presbytery, and many all over prayed for this
endeavor.  With a new pastor now installed, they recently made their first pastor, Jerry Bron, pastor emeritus,
much to his surprise.  

Around the presbytery, congregations are trying new things. Westminster Presbyterian Church decided to
worship at four o’clock in Asheville and invited folks in the area to join them when they cannot worship in
the morning. They are going to sell their building, continue to worship as a congregation, and start a new
ministry to reach out to those not attending church. In their area of town, West Asheville is trying to reach
out to a different group that is interested in music and the arts. Grace Covenant is hosting a “Moth Hour.”
Come hear more about this at one of the workshops being offered after the presbytery meeting.

Dulatown had a coffee shop this summer. They are giving out groceries to over 50 families twice a month.
Using a Small Church "Water to Wine" grant, they had a day for youth and their parents called "KOSS 4
Kids," or "Keeping our Streets Safe for Kids." It focused on safety for kids at home, in school and on the
streets, and included a variety of workshops on motivation, when parents and children disagree, self-esteem,
social media, etc., from breakfast through an afternoon Bar-B-Que. Dulatown also had a week of
"Empowerment for Women" with women preachers and leaders. Recently, they had a revival with the Rev.
Warren Lesane, the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic Executive, as preacher.

Morganton First had 100 kids at their Vacation Bible School this summer. They had to think outside the box
about what children and parents needed. I wish I had gotten a pair of those cool lime green sunglasses! 

The Marion First Church recently hosted the Presbyterian Foundation/Small Membership Church Forum
in August. Jeff Coffey, pastor, told us about the free medical clinic the church has in one of their buildings.
They had just recently invited the local Centro Latino to come use their building. 

Marion has lots of children and have over 150 in membership now. They are reaching out into their
community in wonderful ways.

Union Mills has reached out to their neighbors with free soup, squirrel stew and salad and blue grass music
every couple of months. They continue to grow and have adult baptisms. They, like many Presbyterians, are
encouraging the churches in the community to work together. 

The Presbyterian Women in PWNC are also trying new things. They are going to do micro loans for women
in Guatemala. PW listened to what the women were saying. By offering a very small loan, the women could
grow businesses or get clean water. The Presbyterian Women here have already collected over $3,000 and
their new outreach together, with the help of women in Guatemala, will have a significant impact.

Another good news event is this Presbytery’s opportunity to raise funds for four ministry areas. 
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And, I’m so excited about Camp Grier! I wish I were younger and could go rock climbing and white water
canoeing. They are offering their campers a chance to learn to do new adventure activities and gain new
skills. They are integrating growing in Christ with their program of adventure, the arts and agriculture. Their
camper attendance grew by almost 17% this year. They dream of being the premier Presbyterian Christian
adventure camp on the east coast. We can help that happen by assisting in getting the needed equipment,
making the lake more useable, and acquiring equipment to put in mountain bike trails. The possibilities at
Camp Grier are endless.

We need to reach more people who do not know the love of Christ. We are in an environment more like the
early church than in the 50s. People do not know Christ or see any need to be Christian. We were
commanded to go and make disciples and baptize.  We need to support churches as they change and grow
and look for new worshiping communities. It is who we are supposed to be, sharing our faith and reaching
out in new ways.

In Guatemala and Malawi, we already have a call. Imagine what the next five years will bring if we do a
ministry campaign. I believe that God calls us to do things in other places. We are blessed to be in a
relationship with both of these places and to learn from Christians in other areas of the world. The committee
identified relationships as important, and I agree. Our partnership is a gift to us and to them.

We are called to SEE (Strengthen congregations, Equip disciples, and Engage in mission). But even more,
we are called to SEE - SEE what God is doing in our midst and calling us to join in.

“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”(John 20) Where are we being sent as a Presbytery?  Good news
of the Holy Spirit working is all over our Presbytery.  I am very encouraged!

Peace,
Bobbi


