
GG-1 

 

Smaller Membership Church Committee 

Dot Descieux and Russ Reighley, Co-Chairs 

January 31, 2015 

 

WATER TO WINE MINISTRIES  

Grants for ministries from Small Membership Church Committee 

Water to Wine ministries began two years ago when some members of the Smaller Membership 

Church Committee realized that they were, for the most part, spending their budgeted monies for 

taking care of property damages resulting from severe weather events or long-neglected upkeep 

of aging buildings. This was a depressing revelation, and something positive needed to be done.  

At the end of a planning session for one of the series of Forums recently completed with the 

Presbyterian Foundation, an idea was born. Why not offer a few churches a small amount of 

money and challenge them to use it to develop something in their community that they see as a 

ministry into their world? Water to Wine started with four churches in 2013. A few other 

congregations joined in for 2014. Some were challenged to develop a cooperative ministry with a 

nearby congregation. Churches were able to see into something positive and uplifting and 

hopeful for the future. Relationships were forged and strengthened. People were able to look 

outside themselves where they might find others in need and be able to see ways to help, rather 

than continually focusing on their own shrinking numbers and aging membership. The purpose 

of the ministry is to reach and teach others, not to add bodies entering our buildings. The Fifties 

are gone; if we hope to survive, we must move into the years ahead and all that that means.   

  

Not every congregation that was invited to accept the Water to Wine challenge was up to the 

task. Some no longer have the energy or interest to move into the future. But of those who have, 

most have found at least a spark of new life and purpose. Dulatown has been successful in 

ministering to children in the community in regard to being safe. Green Street focused on a GED 

program meeting at their church. Reems Creek-Beech has a youth music ministry in the 

community. Three mountain churches have gone together to serve their community in a unique 

way (GG-2). If you think that your church could benefit from something like this, contact 

someone from Small Church Committee and we will be glad to let you know how you can be 

part of this exciting ministry.   
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Feed MY Sheep 

A cooperative ministry of Grassy Creek, Micaville, and 

 Newdale Presbyterian Churches 

 

 
Feed MY Sheep is a ministry designed to allow our congregations to practice discipleship in a 

variety of ways. It provides an opportunity to touch the lives of those in need as Christ directed 

us to do.  From the beginning it was our intention to bring the members of our church into 

personal contact with the people we are helping. In order to develop personal relationships, we 

assign each delivery team to only one to three clients. We emphasize that the visit may well be 

more important than the food. We anticipate that our teams will augment the food from our 

pantry with treats that they know are pleasing to those they serve. Our ultimate goal is to 

communicate the love of Christ to our clients. 

 

We also understand that not all our congregants may have the ability or the time to deliver meals.  

Still, everyone can participate in this ministry. They can donate food items or money. They can 

suggest names of people in need. They can help pack boxes or work in the pantry. They can pray 

for our teams and those we serve. Every member of our congregations can contribute to this 

effort to feed the sheep of our Savior. Our desire is that our churches will become the feet and 

the hands of God.  

 

The ministry began on December 5, 2014. Since that date we have delivered weekend supplies of 

food to 30 clients for a total of 180 deliveries or visits. We began with an initial investment of 

$6000 from the three churches and matching funds from the Water To Wine Grant program of 

the Presbytery of WNC. We have received donations in the amount of $285 in checks. We have 

spent $908 from our checking account. We currently have a checking account balance of $5377.  

We have averaged spending $151 per week serving 30 people. 

 

 



Small Church Forum Summa on 

Where Is God Leading You? 

Saturday, February 21, 2015 ~ 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church, Morganton 

Join us as we discuss . . .   

 Who Can Help You 

 Deciding Where You Are 

 Change (not like the kind in your pocket!)  

 Common Issues for Small Churches 

 Prayer & Discernment 

Lunch will be provided.  Please RSVP to Tonya (828/438‐4217 or twilliams@presbyterywnc.org) by Friday,  
February 6, 2015 so that provisions can be made for meals and materials.  Thanks in advance for this courtesy! 

Come and bring a group.  This will be of special interest to those 
who have never a ended before, AND those who were able to 

a end some or all of the forums hosted in 2013‐14. 

Don’t miss this great opportunity! 
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