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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
REV. CAMERON MURCHISON, JR., CHAIR 

JANUARY 31, 2015 

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND FOR COMMISSIONING BY THE PRESBYTERY AS LAY PASTOR:
A. LINDA AMOS

From: Elder, United Presbyterian Church, Lenoir
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
As: Commissioned Lay Pastor, Bridgewater Presbyterian Church
Effective: January 31, 2015
(The re-commissioning is to include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate
the Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 1 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

CA II. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
A. Katherine H. Cashwell, as Associate Director for Conferencing, Montreat Conference

Center, through January 31, 2016.
B. Steven P. Eason, Sr., as Director of Consulting Services, Macedonian Ministry, through

January 31, 2016.
C. Ed Brenegar, as Consultant/Coach, Community of Leadership, LLC, through January 31,

2016.
D. Beverly Brock, as Executive Director, The Community Kitchen, Inc., through January

31, 2016.
E. Joey Byrd, as Chaplain, U.S. Army, through January 31, 2016.
F. Marshall Nord, as President/CEO, Reverence Pictures Media, through January 31, 2016.
G. Evelyn Coleman, as Director of Programs, Montreat Conference Center, through January

31, 2016.
H. Kathleen Rankin, as Pastor to Seniors, Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Gastonia, through

January 31, 2016. 

  
SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor 
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to 
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record. 
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I. APPROVED THE EXAMINATION AND TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP TO THE

PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. KATHERINE H. CASHWELL

From: National Capital Presbytery
As: Associate Director for Conferencing, Montreat Conference Center
Effective: November 4, 2014
(See COM Attachment 2 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

B. CAROLINE C. PROCTOR
From: New Hope Presbytery
As: Member-at-Large
Effective: December 2, 2014
(See COM Attachment 3 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

C. EDWIN ALLEN PROCTOR, JR.
From: New Hope Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: December 2, 2014
(See COM Attachment 4 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

D. STEVEN P. EASON, SR.
From: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Director of Consulting Services, Macedonian Ministry
Effective: May 1, 2015
(See COM Attachment 5 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

II. APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Veronica Cannon and Lincolnton First Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
B. Grace Boyer and Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church

Effective: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
C Jay Rabuck and Reems Creek-Beech Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
D John Pruitt and New Hope Presbyterian Church, Gastonia

Effective: February 1, 2015 - January 31, 2016 

III. APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Susan Balfour and Saluda Presbyterian Church

Extended: October 26, 2014 - October 25, 2015
B. James Cockerham and Sweetwater Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - May 31, 2015
C. Theodore Grant and Brittain Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
D. George Hutchins and Brittain’s Cove Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
E. Curtis Crowther and Buladean Presbyterian Church

 Extended: October 12, 2014 - October 11, 2015
F. Howard Doerle and Glen Alpine Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
G. Kent Smith and West Asheville Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
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H. Keith Freeman and Pineola Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015
I. Robert Abel and Hayesville Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015

IV. APPROVED COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR RELATIONSHIP:
A. Linda Abel and Hayesville Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015

V. APPROVED INTERIM VISITATION PASTOR RELATIONSHIP:
A. Lynn Bledsoe and Asheville First Presbyterian Church

Effective: January 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015

VI. APPROVED AS MODERATORS:
A. Mark Ramsey/Cam Murchison and Asheville First Presbyterian Church 
B. William Heck and Korean Presbyterian Church of Asheville
C. Bob Ayala and Siloam Presbyterian Church

VII. APPROVED THE DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Michael Sears and Waldensian Presbyterian Church

Effective: December 31, 2014
B. Anne Morgan and New Hope Presbyterian Church, Asheville

Effective: February 28, 2015 

VIII. APPROVED PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEES:
A.  Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
B. Waynesville First Presbyterian Church
C. Reems Creek-Beech Presbyterian Church

IX. APPROVED MINISTRY INFORMATION FORMS:
A. Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church
B. Sweetwater Presbyterian Church
C. New Vision New Church Development

X. APPROVED THE REQUEST FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:
A. Paul Edward Forsyth

Effective: December 31, 2014
B. Anne C. Morgan

Effective: February 28, 2015
C. Albert G. Peery, Jr.

Effective: December 31, 2014

XI. APPROVED TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A. Michael Sears

To: Trinity Presbytery
As: Pastor, New Kirk Presbyterian Church, Blythewood, SC
Effective: January 1, 2015
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B. Calvin Lewers

To: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: October 28, 2014

XII. The Committee on Ministry reviewed and approved the guidelines for non-compliant members
in regard to the Sacred Trust/Relational Boundaries training and sent letters to those not in
compliance. (See COM Attachments 6 and 7)



COM ATTACHMENT 1 
My Biography – Linda Amos 

 
  Childhood for me was the best of times and the worst of times as the saying 

goes.  My family unit was my stay at home mother, father and one sister four years 
younger than me.  To say I was raised in a dysfunctional family would be an 
understatement and my sister or I neither one speak of it much except to each other, 
we joke that no one would really believe our stories anyway.  Amidst the difficulties 
came many blessings.  For a short while my parents went to church and long after 
they had quit attending people in my church continued to nurture me and see to my 
spiritual and emotional well being.  We lived within an easy walk of our church so I 
could continue to go alone and take my sister with me.  I credit that church with my 
faith formation from an early age.   

Wanting to escape my situation gave me a drive and determination that I 
might not have had otherwise.  I got a job a nearby restaurant that I could walk to 
when I was fourteen because fortunately I matured early and did not look my age. 
Once again the owners of the small family business took me under their wing and 
even helped me with my math homework, drove me home when I worked late and 
invited me to their home.  I worked there until I was old enough to get a job in a 
department store and a second job cleaning a complex of offices to put myself 
through college. My parents didn’t offer to pay for my education and they made too 
much money for me to qualify for financial aid.  All along the way God provided 
people to help me.  I took some wrong turns and made some poor choices along the 
way but learned from each one. 

Things took a turn for the better when I met my husband and his family.  
Today I have a daughter, son, daughter-in-law 5 grandchildren, and always a 
succession of pets ( I love animals).  I worked as a nurse for 25 years until a 
diagnosis of Multiple Sclerosis curtained my career for a time.  Thankfully I have 
learned to manage my symptoms with diet, exercise, and acupuncture treatments 
and of coarse plenty of prayer.  When I quit working as a nurse I had plenty of time 
to attend the Commissioned Lay Pastor classes spend time with my grandchildren 
and pursue my hobbies so it has all worked out well and I’m sure according to plan.  
My husband and I have traveled extensively and continue to do so, to date we have 
visited about 40 countries.  We have both done some short-term foreign mission 
work and hope one day to do a longer stint in Eastern Europe.   

Life is not always easy but when you rest in your faith it is a wonderful 
adventure.  I wake up each day and make sure I say to myself this is the day the Lord 
has made and I will rejoice and be glad in it and then I try my best to do it.  So many 
times our best blessings come wrapped in what appear at first glance to be trials 
and tribulations. 

 
 



COM ATTACHMENT 1 
Statement of Faith- Linda Amos 

 
  I believe in the mystery of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, Jesus Christ his 
only Son and the Holy Spirit, three in one.  A sovereign God who is the creator of all 
that is, was and will be, God without beginning or end I believe in Jesus Christ his 
only Son who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was born into this world as fully 
human and fully divine.  I believe he lived a life without sin serving as an example 
for all humankind to learn from, and emulate.  I believe he died on the cross for the 
redemption of all God’s creation, was buried and resurrected by God and then 
returned to heaven to be our advocate for grace and mercy until the time he is called 
by God to return for his church at the end of this age.  I believe Jesus Christ is the 
head of the church universal, and the church is his body.  A church where we were 
meant to live as a community of unified believers and followers of Jesus that has 
been fractured into denominations and within denominations by human sin and 
pride.  I believe in the Holy Spirit that moves among us, working individually and 
corporately through Christ’s church, speaking through scripture and in all sorts of 
other creative ways.  I believe the Holy Spirit calls us and leads us.   
 I believe the Bible is the holy living Word of God.  I believe God has spoken 
and still speaks to us through scripture. It leads us in the way we are to live on the 
path of salvation through Jesus Christ. I feel we are to read it and study it 
individually and as a faith community constantly being open to new insights and 
revelations, faithful to what we feel it is saying to our faith community while 
respectful of other points of view and interpretations.  In the reformed tradition I 
believe the Book of Confessions is a wonderful adjunct to scripture that helps us in 
our understanding and interpretation of scripture. 
 The sacraments are a sacred entry into and participation in the body of 
Christ.  Baptism signifies being sealed by God’s Spirit into the covenant family of the 
church.  It is a beginning, a renewal that testifies to the faithfulness of our God.  
When we take communion we are uniting with Christ remembering his life, work 
and sacrifice on our behalf.  Each time I experience communion I feel a renewal, a 
meeting of my spirit with Christ’s Holy Spirit, living and working within me. 
 Being Presbyterian for me means I have found my niche within the Church 
Universal.  The tenets of the reformed faith speak to me in a way no other does.  I 
love the unity even in the midst of disunity.  I love the respect for God’s creation and 
the way the Presbyterian Church seeks justice and emphasizes the importance of 
mission on a local and world scale.  We are a community connected and chosen by 
God. 
  
. 
  



COM ATTACHMENT 2 
Biography for Katie Cashwell 

 

The oldest of two children, I was raised in Greensboro, North Carolina at First Presbyterian Church. I was 

born and raised Presbyterian. As a young person I served as the youth representative on the church’s 

Pastor Nominating Committee. That position gave me a close look at ordained ministry and the work of 

the denomination. It also provided me with many adult mentors in the church and is where I first sensed 

God calling me to ordained ministry. 

 

I attended Davidson College where I received a B.A. in Anthropology. During my undergraduate studies I 

had the opportunity to study abroad in Ghana, Africa for a summer. Immediately after college I served for 

a year as an environmental educator at The Chewonki Foundation in Wiscasset, Maine. I led students on 

camping trips, ropes courses, and taught them about Maine’s ecosystems. 

 

My time in Maine ended and Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans, Louisiana. I found myself called to this 

city shortly after the storm to serve as the Field Coordinator for the RHINO Program (Rebuilding Hope In 

New Orleans) of Saint Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. I provided support and resources to 

homeowners who had literally lost all of their material possessions. RHINO was a ministry like that 

which is described in Jeremiah: “seek the welfare of the city and pray on its behalf.”  It was in the wake 

of this horrible natural disaster, among the rubble of destroyed homes and shattered lives that I felt God 

calling me to seminary, and decided to enroll at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.  

 

During seminary I had the unique opportunity to live and work away from the classroom for a year while 

I served as the Seminary Intern at First Presbyterian Church in Annapolis, Maryland. In that position I 

grew the young adult ministry program of the church, assisted with worship leadership and pastoral care. 

It was a very rich experience for me and I am thankful that I had the unique opportunity to fully immerse 

myself in the life of a church for an entire year during seminary. 

 

I graduated from Union Presbyterian Seminary in 2011. That summer I completed CPE at the Washington 

Hospital Center in Washington, D.C and got engaged to my now husband, Sean Eggleston. I also began 

serving as the Stated Supply Associate Pastor of The New York Avenue Presbyterian Church. For two 

years I led the congregation in Christian Education, mission outreach, and nurture. While in this position I 

also served as Head of Staff for three months while the Senior Pastor was on sabbatical for three months.  

 

In July I began serving as Associate Director for Conferencing at the Montreat Conference Center. I serve 

and staff four main conferences there: Women’s Connection, Worship & Arts, College Conference, and 

the Youth Conferences. The conferences and programs I am responsible for inspire, equip, and enable the 

people of God for their tasks within the Church and their mission in the world. In Scripture we never read 

of Jesus staying on the mountaintop, but he always returned to his life and ministry. In the same way, 

Montreat’s ministry is at its most effective when men, women, children, and youth leave Montreat and 

return to their lives and ministry feeling empowered to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

I am thrilled to be living in my home state again. The mountains have always nourished my spirit and are 

a place where I feel rooted as a child of God. No matter what role I have served God in-environmental 

educator, seminary intern, community outreach coordinator, conference programmer-I have been assured 

by the Reformed tradition that a sovereign God has sustained, ruled, and redeemed my life. The God that 

cares for the entire universe also knows every hair on my head. It is this supreme God who sees me know 

in to my next call at Montreat.  

 

I enjoy Mary Oliver poetry, hiking, yoga, horses, entertaining friends, and baking bread.  



COM ATTACHMENT 2 
Statement of Faith for Katie Cashwell 

I believe, as stated in the Westminster Confession, that “in the unity of the Godhead there be three 

persons of one substance, power, and eternity.” I believe in the three identities of the Holy Trinity: Father, 

Son, and the Holy Spirit. I believe in the distinctiveness of all three, but also that they flow in and out of 

each other. As John Calvin put it: “I can’t think on the one without quickly being encircled by the three; 

nor can I discern the three without being straightaway carried back to the one” (Institute Volume 1, 141).  

In each identity of the Holy Trinity the whole Divine Nature is understood, but each has its own particular 

quality.  

I believe that God is the Maker of the universe. Nature writer, Annie Dillard, observes that “the 

universe was not made in jest but in solemn, incomprehensible earnest by a power that is unfathomably 

secret, and holy, and fleet.” God’s Creaion is an intentional demonstration of God’s loving and concerned 

nature. The clearest demonstration of God’s concern for humanity is in the life of Jesus Christ. God’s 

willingness to become truly human is a powerful demonstration of God’s affirming love (Nicene Creed). 

The angel that was sent to Joseph’s dream put it best: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and 

they shall name him Emmanuel” (MT 1: 23). Emmanuel, “God with us,” captures the essence of the 

Incarnation as God chose to come and be among people, to indeed be with us. 

 Jesus’ life was characterized by perfect love and obedience to God. He ministered to the outcasts 

and healed the sick. This often brought him in to conflict with His people. His life and teachings criticized 

and disrupted people. Jesus was unjustly condemned but His life of obedience to God led him inexorably 

to the cross. Christ’s perfect obedience and submission to God stands in stark contrast to our disobedience 

and sin. Our sins were attributed to Christ on the cross, so that they would no longer count against us. 

God then raised Christ from the dead. In Christ’s resurrection God destroyed the power of sin and evil, 

saved us from death, giving us everlasting life. 

 I believe that we are God’s children, through our blood kinship with Christ. We are also the 

children of Adam and Eve, with, “a hereditary craving for forbidden fruit salad” (Barbara Brown Taylor). 

We are broken and beloved; sinful and sacred. I believe that we have been made in the image of God and 

have been created good, but the goodness has been contorted and marred by sin. In Christ we will be 

healed and have already been healed-even if we cannot feel it yet. We have been, are being, and will be 

made whole in Christ. 

Scripture is the Living Word of God. God wants us to be part of it. God wants us to weep, rejoice, 

hope, act- to be part of The Great Story. Rooted in history, the Scriptures are more than history. If we 

open ourselves up to the stories of Scripture they can transform us by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit is God working in our church and world. The Holy Spirit is the Giver and Re-newer of life. 

The Spirit gives us courage to pray, to witness to Christ, to hear others, to unmask idolatries, and to work 

for justice, freedom, and peace (Brief Statement of Faith). 

The PCUSA denomination is my home base. No other organization or denomination has 

ever tugged at my soul as much. I believe that God has used my gifts and talents in a variety of 

ways and places, but that the PCUSA is where God is calling me to invest my time and gifts. I 
am part of the Church, which is not a building or a set of doctrines but the Body of Christ – people 

working together to love God and one another. We understand and embrace this identity through regular 

worship and celebration of the sacraments.  
The sacraments are both a gift and a call to respond to that gift. In baptism, God summons us and 

claims us for a life of repentance and faithfulness. It is a sign and seal of God’s promises. Baptism is a 

time for the church to celebrate and remember that we are all children of God and that in Christ we are 

claimed and have new life. Infant baptism especially reminds us that God chooses us first. In the Lord’s 

Supper, we are nourished for spiritual growth in relationship with God and one another. The Lord’s 

Supper is a celebration and a reminder of Christ’s death, which unites all believers, not only with Christ, 

but with each other. We enact at the table what we will go out in to the world and do-practice justice, 

reconciliation, and obedience to Christ. I hope that one day all peoples will be reconciled to God and that 

our Christian mission and calling is to live lives that show compassion and love to all of Creation. 



COM ATTACHMENT 3 
Biography  Caroline Craig Proctor    

 
Salient themes in my personal biography include narrative, curiosity, exploration, and endeavor. As I sit 

squarely in middle life, I notice that my goals have changed and my aspirations shifted. I had the good fortune to be 

cradled in the faith, the first born only daughter of professional, earnest, dutiful and loving parents and found my 

dearest friends, greatest passion, and happiest days in the halls of the Church where I was raised. 

After considering a career in social work, I opted to attend seminary. At the age of 23 I was eager to bring 

to a flourishing finish the work that Jesus had begun and I preferred to do it within the narrative of faith and to work 

for the Church rather than the “Government”. I was long on passion and righteousness and believed that if I could 

tell the story of faith, explain the Gospel adequately, then all wrongs would be righted, all sinfulness rectified.  The 

story I believed about myself as I headed off to seminary was that I would work in San Francisco helping people 

with AIDS. I chose to attend Duke Divinity School after visiting the Presbyterian seminary in San Francisco. I felt 

truly called to that seminary training. Studying among Methodists informed me of how Presbyterian I really am. 

While in Seminary, I noted the expressed needs of migrant laborers. I felt called to learn Spanish and was 

intrigued and moved by Liberation Theology and the writings of Carlo Carretto and Gustavo Gutierrez as 

conversation partners with Reformed theologians. I chose to take a leave of absence and moved to Mexico to attend 

a language immersion program and join a Base Christian Community. This became one of the most influential parts 

of my educational career. My semester there gave me a profound appreciation for the immediacy of Scripture, the 

expansion of thought entering another culture and language can bring, and the complexities of the geopolitical 

situation between our country and theirs began to trouble my simplistic world view. Loving people in Mexico did 

force me to read the newspapers differently, to look for the stories not told, and to remember that a community of 

very hungry people took up collections for the Christians in Bosnia because they saw suffering that was greater than 

their own. 

After seminary, I moved to Charlotte for two years of Chaplain residency work. It was there that I learned 

to pray out loud, even for things I didn’t think God would do. I often felt like Moses, wandering through the desert 

with people and then not getting to the promised land of acceptance and peace with them. My theological bones 

were strengthened on the work of Wendy Farley, Elizabeth Johnson, and the Ulanovs among others.  Collegial 

community and studying relationship between our bodies and our spirits refined my future path in ministry. 

I served three congregations. At Amity Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, I developed my sense of self as 

pastor. At Selwyn Avenue (also in Charlotte) my creativity was welcomed and my voice claimed. I enjoyed leading 

them into international mission, learning the profound theology of children, and participating in funerals (which 

turns out to be one of my favorite things) and weddings. At University Presbyterian Church, I focused on mission to 

the world and to the UNC campus. I loved creating programs, inspiring students to ministry, and bearing witness to 

all the struggles and joys of growing up independently. It was during this work that I met and came to love my 

husband, Allen. Our partnership has been, and continues to be, fulfilling, nurturing, challenging, and joyful. 

After we married, I moved from parish ministry to prison ministry; full steam into the fire of justice 

ministry I’d so boldly and passionately proclaimed. The women’s stories and sufferings moved me beyond words. I 

also came face to face with my idealization of poverty and the hard truth that no matter how brilliant the narrative, 

the problems and issues faced by those locked away from our daily lives are recalcitrant. I became discouraged and 

wearied by the immense suffering and my limitations to fix or change much of any of it. I realized I’m not 

constitutionally suited to that ministry; I lack the capacity to accompany that kind of suffering.  I prayed for new 

guidance. 

Guidance came in the form of a memory that needled me (pun intended) for months.  It was a memory of a 

friend studying Acupuncture. I discovered that I was being called to study Chinese Medicine and Acupuncture. I 

learned the medicine that has been handed down since the time of the Hebrew prophets. Learning another medical 

system with much of another language is harder at 45 than it was at 25. I found new depths of determination and 

curiosity. Daoist Chinese Medicine education has helped make me an appreciative Presbyterian and kindled new 

inspiration in the reading of Scripture and the narratives we have of healings. 

There are surprising parallels between Chinese medicine and Presbyterian beliefs and mission, which I’d 

welcome a chance to share with you at some juncture. In this introduction, I’ll share that its study has changed my 

attention. I find now that I’m less interested in being a good person than I am in finding joy. I’m curious about how 

people tell their story and how that story affects their daily life. I want to listen into their hopes, their capacity for 

connection with themselves, what is holy to them, and with the rest of God’s creatures. 

I once endeavored to finish Jesus’s work of saving all the world. Now I’m endeavoring more and more to laugh 

often, witness healing in broken places, and sit a bit longer and more gently with my own story.  

I have missed collegiality and bringing my gifts to service. I hope to join you in the good work of Western 

North Carolina Presbytery with humor, joy, and abundant grace. 



COM ATTACHMENT 3 
Statement of Faith  Caroline Craig Proctor 
 

 

I believe God gathers the Church for the worship of God and for the sustenance and nurture 

of God's people. God calls us through Christ's Spirit to be faithful members of this community. We 

prayerfully seek to understand and to conform to God's will. In this community of persons, we 

celebrate the speaking and hearing of Scripture, which unfolds for us stories of God's revelation to 

and relationship with people before us. We celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism, proclaiming God's 

grace offered to all born into this world and welcoming the baptized into Christian community. We 

celebrate the Lord's Supper, a sacrament which reminds us whose we are and of our call to 

abundant life.  It is in this community that we learn who God is and who we are as God's people, 

and that we celebrate God's victory over sin, estrangement, and death. 

 

I believe in God, whose majesty and grace surpasses even our most ingenious imaginations 

of splendor and pardon.  I marvel at God, who creates all that is, and whose creation continues to 

flourish and astonish the creatures therein. I believe that God beckons; God yearns for communion 

with us, wounded people that we are. I believe God continues to reconcile all persons, regardless 

of the forces that crush us: forces of rebellion, estrangement,  and injustice. This reconciliation 

comes to us through revelations of mercy, forgiveness, and redemption known through Jesus 

Christ as told in Scripture and through our lived experience. 

 

I believe in God the Spirit, promised and sent to us by Christ: the breath of life that moves in 

us and through us. The Spirit calls us to an abundant life of freedom, service, joy, and hopefulness. 

The Spirit inspires and informs our interpretation of Holy Scripture and God's revelation to us. 

God's Spirit consoles the inconsolable. This Spirit comforts, challenges, sustains, encourages, and 

nurtures us in our most profound humanness: our vulnerabilities to loves and to losses, and our 

vulnerability to the mortality of our bodies and of our lives as we know them. The Spirit teaches us 

to tender our broken places and the brokenness in one another. This Spirit moves us toward 

reconciliation with one another and with God, overcoming the reality of our alienation. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine. I understand him to have lived in the 

line of those prophets before him, proclaiming the freedom and justice of God's reign.  His vision 

of the reign of God was one in which all persons were treated with human dignity as children of 

God. His living is an example of one full of compassion; free to touch the untouchable, to 

commune with the outcasts, to count women and men and children among his faithful. He lived 

able to struggle with God he called Abba, and with his own suffering, and he offered the 

possibility of healing and wholeness to others who knew suffering. He was greatest through his 

vulnerabilities and compassion, and profound enough in his truth telling that he was executed for 

calling people to reconciliation and justice. 

 

I believe God raised Jesus from the dead as Lord and Christ, thereby breaking the power of 

sinfulness and death. Our story has become one in which life moves into life, and our challenge is 

to continue to live with faith in this gift of resurrection.

 

I believe in the mysteries of faith: the mystery of communion of saints, the mystery of God 

who is greater than I and whose wisdom is beyond my grasp. I believe in the mystery that God 

can awaken in even the most troubled and trodden of spirits: that the dead do live again. 



COM ATTACHMENT 4 
PERSONAL STATEMENT 

Allen Proctor          November 12, 2014 

 

 

As a senior at Davidson College I first seriously considered going to seminary following 

a horrifying discussion with first year law students about their immediate experiences and 

probable futures, abruptly terminating my fantasies about a fulfilling legal career. Since my 

involvement in campus ministry at Davidson had been very meaningful to me (in ways that my 

years of growing up in Hudson Memorial Presbyterian Church had not), I decided to explore my 

sense of call to ministry in the PCUS by taking a youth director job with Milner Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Raleigh where, in 1976, there were 65 energetic kids in my youth groups 

and where, for 15 months, Rev. W.R. Smith III mentored me in the joys and struggles of parish 

ministry. After being accepted as a Candidate in Orange Presbytery I joined others of my 

idealistic Davidson classmates and ventured off to Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, 

where I believed that an education in Reformed theology from an evangelical perspective would 

place us in the vanguard of the revolution to fix all the problems in the church. I was wrong. It 

wouldn’t be the last time. And yet I benefited greatly from that seminary education, as, after 

ordination, I also benefited from theological education at Union Seminary in NY and Columbia 

Seminary in GA. One benefit from those seminaries was the privilege of getting to think about 

God with some very bright and devoted people. Another benefit was the forced humility of 

discovering I had been wrong, repeatedly and profoundly, about God, the church, and a lot of 

other things as well. In spite of these hard-learned lessons, my arrogance yet lives, and I am 

expecting more humbling growth experiences ahead. But so far this theological journey has 

shaped me as a post-evangelical (Wallis), post-neo-orthodox (Barth), post-liberal (Tillich), 

liberation theologian (Bonheoffer, Gutierrez, Cone, Reuther, Brown) who is guided by 

theological ethics (Niebuhr and Niebuhr) and inspired by the spirituality of the contemplatives 

(Merton). I continue to aspire to be a disciple of Jesus, who modeled compassion, justice, love, 

courage, freedom and responsibility. And I continue to hold a deep appreciation for and a 

vocation in the Reformed tradition, which I believe provides me with the most helpful 

theological paradigm for Christian faith and practice.   

I was Honorably Retired in 2009 and have lived in Asheville since 2010. I served 

churches in Raleigh and Cary as parish associate, solo pastor, and organizing minister. I served 

as the Presbyterian Campus Minister at NC State University for the nineteen years preceding 

retirement. 

Since moving to Asheville I have been involved and volunteered with Asheville Youth 

Mission, First Presbyterian Asheville, The Haywood St Congregation and Habitat for Humanity.  

I also have been trained and certified as a spiritual director. I meet with spiritual direction clients 

and serve as a mentor to spiritual direction students through the Haden Institute. In September I 

began serving as the Assistant Director of the Haden Institute in order to prepare to become the 

Director when the current Director retires. 

I hope to contribute to this presbytery as a colleague and friend to those in ministry. I am 

interested in spiritual formation using the resources of the Christian mystical tradition and of 

depth psychology. I am interested in offering retreats and classes in spiritual formation, Christian 

mysticism, depth psychology and dream work. I also have a deep and abiding love for young 

adults and for the opportunities the church offers them through campus ministry. I hope to bring 

these gifts and interests to this presbytery. 



COM ATTACHMENT 4 
                                                   STATEMENT OF FAITH  

                                           Allen Proctor       November 12, 2014 

 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of God; 

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives.  Jesus was crucified.  God raised 

Jesus, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  Jesus 

continues to challenge me through his example to live with authenticity and courage, naming the 

brokenness and fear in my own life and in persons and institutions.  His example of compassion, 

sacrifice, and solidarity with the most vulnerable as the path to wholeness, inspires me to follow 

him and trust his understanding of a life well lived. 

 

We trust in God.  In sovereign love God created the world good.  But we rebel against 

God; we hide from our creator.  Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. Like a 

mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal 

home, God is faithful still.  This divine essence permeates every particle of matter and wave of 

energy.  This God of human history also is sovereign over all that has been and will be.  The 

opportunity to awaken to God’s presence in everyone and everything is God’s gift to every 

human.  “We are the universe become conscious of itself.”  Curiosity, wonder and awe are our 

spontaneous responses to our expanding knowledge of the universe.  Our deepening 

understanding of the physical universe deepens our understanding of its Creator and Sustainer.  

Yet ultimately, God is Mystery and our best theological attempts are simply metaphors and 

symbols for the Divine Reality. 

 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit 

justifies us by grace through faith and sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 

neighbor.  The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in 

Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 

baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls men and women to all 

ministries of the Church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray 

without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries 

in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for 

justice, freedom and peace.  We rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  The Spirit enables us to discover who we are and whose 

we are.  The universal human search for meaning finds a deep satisfaction in the particular 

vocation given to each by the Spirit.  That vocation is guided and shaped by the ritual 

community of the Church, which in turn is formed by scripture, tradition and the sacraments.  In 

their search for and practice of their vocation, the Church community offers each person an 

extended family of acceptance, support and accountability.  Yet the Spirit is not defined by or 

contained in the Church, but is at work in every human culture and religion, in every discipline 

of inquiry and exploration, in every nook and cranny of the Creation.  Thus the process of 

creation and revelation continues and intertwines with our individual and corporate vocations.  

The Mystery of who God is and who we are continues to unfold.  We do not know where this 

process will lead us as individuals or as a planet, and our fears of self-destruction are justified.  

But this adventure can be lived with joy and confidence when we trust that nothing, within or 

beyond time and space, can separate us from God’s love. 

 

Words in italics are quotations from A Brief Statement of Faith; The Book of Confessions. 
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COM ATTACHMENT 6

January 7, 2015

FIELD(Name)
FIELD(Address)
FIELD(City, State Zip)

Dear Rev. FIELD(Last Name):

At its meeting on December 2, 2014, the Committee on Ministry addressed the need to attain full
compliance with the Presbytery’s Sexual Misconduct Response Policy that requires members to
take prescribed workshops. The issue for the COM is the health of our community of churches
and the viability of insurance coverage for churches, agencies and the Presbytery itself. We are
writing to advise you of the action taken as it applies to you:

1. Regarding members of Presbytery (who are not officially exempt) and who have not
taken the required training as of December 2, 2014, the COM declares that they are out of
compliance and thus in violation of the requirement for members “to carry on their
ministry in accountability to Presbytery (G-2,0503, a, 4).”

a. Any members with an extraordinary reason may write a formal appeal to the COM
requesting either a temporary or permanent exemption from the required training.
All such requests will be dealt with on a case by case basis, subject to the sole
judgment of the COM. Failure to do so will leave that member in noncompliant
status subject to the actions delineated in item 2. d. below. Further, if a request for
exemption is denied by COM, that member will be governed by the provisions of
item 2. c. below.

b. Any members laboring outside the bounds of the Presbytery may furnish evidence
of having completed comparable training (or ask for an exemption as provided in
1.a. above) by April 16, 2015. Failure to do so will leave them in noncompliant
status subject to the actions delineated in item 2. d. below.

c. All other members of Presbytery who have not taken the required training as of
December 2, 2014, have until April 16, 2015 to rectify their noncompliance by
taking the training scheduled on April 16, 2015. Failure to do so will leave them
in noncompliant status subject to the actions delineated in item 2. d. below.

d. Members who are still in noncompliant status as of April 17, 2015 should expect
that one or more of the following actions will be taken:

i. Their names listed on each subsequent Presbytery Docket until
they are in compliance.

ii. Their Session or other employing agency will be advised that they
are out of compliance with possible impact on the insurance
coverage for that church or employing agency.
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iii. Initiation of disciplinary charges for lack of accountability to
Presbytery in order to protect Presbytery from negative impact on
its insurance coverage.

iv. Initiation of procedures to remove them from their status as
“Validated Minister,” “Member at Large” or “Commissioned Lay
Pastor/Commissioned Ruling Elder.”

We hope you will find it possible to utilize the means specified to bring yourself into compliance
with the policy by April 16, 2015. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Mark Ramsey
Mark Ramsey, 2014 Chair of COM

Cam Murchison
Cam Murchison, 2015 Chair of COM



COM ATTACHMENT 7

January 6, 2015

The Rev.
address
city, state, zip

Dear Rev. :

We are writing to let you know about a decision made by the Committee on Ministry of the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina related to the Presbytery’s Sexual Misconduct
Response Policy as it relates to Honorably Retired members who are not actively exercising
functions of ministry. Whereas the policy has heretofore required HR members to “opt out”
by requesting an exemption, it has become apparent that this is not the best way for us to
proceed.

Therefore, the COM has established an “opt in” policy instead. This means that any HR
member who has not taken the training workshop required by our Sexual Misconduct
Response Policy as of December 2, 2014 is presumed to be in exempt status, i.e. not to have
“opted in.” Nothing further is required if you are satisfied with the exempt status, with its
attendant limitations (of not serving on Presbytery Committees, preaching in local
churches, leading workshops or retreats, or exercising other pastoral functions such as
celebrating the sacraments, or conducting weddings and/or funerals), unless a “Single
Event” exception has been requested. 

Our existing policy allows for “Single Event” exceptions this way: 

Single Event exceptions may be granted by telephone, email or USPS. All that is
required is that the request be delivered to the Presbytery not less than seven days
prior to the event, specifying the reason for the exception, including the date and
time of the event, and the name and signature of the Honorably Retired minister. 

However, COM recognizes that emergency requests/opportunities do arise for pastoral
services from HR members. Therefore, it has added the following to the ways in which a
“Single Event” exception may be requested:

In the event of emergency circumstances, the exception may be requested any time
prior to the event.
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Finally, if at any time HR members desire to “opt in” to avoid the foregoing limitations, they
can do so by taking a regularly scheduled workshop arranged by the Sexual Misconduct
Prevention Team of the Presbytery.

While it is important for the health of our community of churches and the viability of their
insurance coverage that we have compliance with the Presbytery’s Sexual Misconduct
Response Policy, we hope that you will find these modifications to be a reasonable
accommodation to the special needs of HR members. Please let us know if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Mark Ramsey
Mark Ramsey, 2014 Chair of COM

Cam Murchison
Cam Murchison, 2015 Chair of COM




