
K-1
THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
THE REVEREND ROBERT J. TUTTLE, CHAIR

JULY 28, 2015

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends the following to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina:

RECOMMENDATION:

 I. THAT Mary Elizabeth (Betsy) Ray, a member of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, and        
a student at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, NC, be enrolled as a Candidate 
following the required examination by Presbytery.

Recently, your Committee on Preparation for Ministry conducted an interview with an Inquirer who
asked, with the support of her sponsoring congregation and Session, that she be enrolled as a Candidate
in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We recommend her to you today for your approval.

Mary Elizabeth (Betsy) Ray comes with the support of her congregation and the recommendation of
the Session of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church. Her written call to ministry/faith statement is
contained in this packet (see CPM Attachment 1).

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
• Emma M. Horn, a candidate from the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, was certified ready

to receive a call on May 20, 2015.
• Jacklyn Marie Putnam was enrolled as an Inquirer on May 20, 2015. Jackie is a member of the

Northminster Presbyterian Church and is attending Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte,
NC.

• Louden Alexander Young was enrolled as an Inquirer on May 20, 2015. Louden is a member of
the New Hope (Asheville) Presbyterian Church and will attend Columbia Theological Seminary.

Of our Inquirers/Candidates:
• As of July, there are a total of 12 inquirers and 7 candidates.
• 4 are from small (under 150) churches: Fairview, Kings Mountain, Montreat and New Hope,        

     Asheville. 
• 2 are from medium (under 300) churches: Banner Elk and Northminster.
• 13 are from large (over 300) churches: Asheville First, Black Mountain, Gastonia First, Grace      

Covenant, Morganton First and Trinity.  
• Of the 7 candidates, 4 are authorized to circulate their Personal Information Form.
• The following seminaries have recently graduated students or have students currently attending: 

Columbia Theological Seminary, Princeton Theological Seminary and Union Presbyterian
Seminary (Richmond and Charlotte).

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) is hoping that you will help to identify and
encourage people whom you feel that God is calling into the ministry to be a Teaching Elder. Care for
people who are feeling a call to the ministry of Teaching Elder is a shared responsibility of the Session
and the Presbytery. The process is described below.
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The Process of Becoming a Candidate and Beginning to Receive a Call
It is important that those who are to be ordained as teaching elders receive full preparation for their task
under the direction of the presbytery. For this purpose, a presbytery shall enter into a covenant
relationship with those preparing to become teaching elders and with their sessions and congregations.
This relationship shall be divided into the two phases of inquiry and candidacy.” (Book of Order G-
20601)

Inquiry Phase:
In order to begin the inquiry phase, an applicant must be a member of the sponsoring congregation, shall
have been active in the work and worship of that congregation for at least six months, and shall have
received the endorsement of their session. This person is then examined by CPM, and if approved, is
enrolled as an Inquirer.

“The purpose of the inquiry phase is to provide an opportunity for the church and those who believe
themselves called to ordered ministry as teaching elders to explore that call together so that the
presbytery can make an informed decision about the inquirer’s suitability for ordered ministry.” (G-
2.0603) A person must be an Inquirer for at least one year.

Candidacy Stage:
When an Inquirer believes, through their discernment, that they are called to the position of teaching
elder, they can request that they become a Candidate. The Inquirer will meet with their Session and
explain their sense of call. The Session can endorse them and recommend them to the CPM. The CPM,
through its discernment, can decide to recommend them to the Presbytery. At the recommendation of the
CPM, the Inquirer comes before the Presbytery to share part of their faith journey and their sense of call.
The Presbytery can then ask them questions in respect to their sense of call, not questions of content of
an ordination exam. They can ask about "their Christian faith, forms of Christian service, and motives
for seeking the ministry." (Adopted from a previous Book of Order.)

"The purpose of the candidacy phase, then, is to provide for the full preparation of persons to serve the
church as teaching elders." (G-2.0604)

Preparation for a Call:
Before a person may take a call in our Presbytery, they must have completed the following:
• Pass the Bible Content Exam.
• Pass the four Senior Ordination Exams (Biblical Exegesis, Theological Competence, Worship and

Sacraments, and Church Polity).
• Complete a two-day battery of assessments administered by a Career & Personal Counseling Center.
• Complete one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education training (CPE).
• Normally, complete at least one year at a PCUSA seminary.
• Meet annually with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
• Have been an Inquirer at least one year and have been a Candidate at least one year.
• Take a course in Reformed Theology and Polity.

Must be Approved by CPM to Receive a Call:
A Candidate may not begin to enter negotiations about a call as a teaching elder without the approval of
the CPM, which has been delegated this task. When a Candidate has completed the above, the CPM will
examine the Candidate and determine if he/she is ready to begin looking for a call, and if so, will "certify
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the person ready to receive a call." The Candidate will also have their Personal Information Form (PIF)
reviewed and approved by CPM. When the person receives a call, the Candidate will be examined by the
receiving presbytery.

If a Candidate who is under care of this Presbytery receives a call within our bounds, that candidate will
preach before the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and their sermon will be included in the
Presbytery report.



CPM ATTACHMENT 1 
M. Elizabeth (Betsy) Ray 

Statement of Call 
February 2015 

 
 

God’s not done with me yet… 
My seminary journey is one that started later in life for me chronologically, but at exactly the 

right time according to God.  As Barbara Brown Taylor said in her book, An Altar in the World, the 
story of Jesus would have been a very different one if he had traveled fast and we instinctively know 
that he would not have had the same relationships with the many individuals that he met along the 
way.  The same could be said about my own story as I move slowly and purposefully, both receiving 
and offering grace along the way.  I am walking this road not knowing where it is taking me, but 
trusting that there will come a moment when I will be called on to share the stories of my faith, 
prepare the table, break the bread and share the cup, and invite strangers and friends alike into being 
a community of grace and forgiveness that knows no end. 

I have always had an intimate relationship with God, one that has always “just been there” in 
my mind and in my heart.  As a child, I remember using a certain logic, which I now know to be 
Calvin-esque, to know that God was always with me no matter what was going on in my life.  Like 
many girls, at some point I began keeping a daily journal.  But instead of writing “Dear Diary,” I 
made a conscious decision to write letters to God asking questions, reflecting about my day-to-day 
events, and seeking understanding.  I found comfort in the daily routine of sharing my joys and 
concerns with God in this way.   

Being Presbyterian seems to be a part of my DNA.  Growing up I went to Sunday worship 
with my family, attended youth group, youth choir, and even got to go to Triennium.  I spent 
summers being an “all-summer Clubbie” in Montreat and later went on to be a counselor for two 
years.  My college was a small Quaker college in Indiana that had strong international programs.  
The summer between sophomore and junior year I went on a study trip to the Soviet Union.  In 
addition to the language and politics classes we were taking, we were invited to visit a lot of recently 
opened churches and other religious sites.  That trip allowed me to see God in new places and with 
new eyes and I had my first inkling of my call to ordained church work.  I came home full of 
questions and quiet excitement about this possibility for my life after college.    

However, in April of my junior year my father suffered a massive stroke and the trajectory of 
my life shifted.  After graduation, I returned to North Carolina to be closer to my parents as we 
leaned into the attendant changes and learned how to be family after the stroke.  I split my time 
between working part-time at a large church in Raleigh and working part-time as a kindergartner 
teacher’s assistant in Chapel Hill.  At the end of that school year, with lots of prayer and thought, I 
chose to move into the realm of public education rather than following that faint call to church 
leadership.  I began my Masters degree at UNC-Greensboro that summer and after finishing my 
degree I began my teaching career in the Chapel Hill area.   

Young adults are not known for their involvement in church life, but finding and being a 
part of church life was something that I consciously sought out.  My experiences during that decade 
of living in the Triangle ranged from a small church with a vibrant Saturday night praise service to 
being an adult leader with a campus ministry program and participating in a mission trip to Mexico 
with collegiate students from across the state.  Around that same time, I took some time off from 
teaching to be more available to my parents as they went through more changes as my mother began 
taking courses to earn her PhD.  After the trip to Mexico, I returned to the classroom after going to 
Mexico and taught fifth grade in Durham for six years.  During that time I settled into being an 



advisor for the senior high youth at my home church in Durham, helping lead the Sunday night 
programs and the Montreat youth conferences during the summers.  

In 2005, I moved to the mountains to begin a doctorate in educational leadership at 
Appalachian State University and the following year I began teaching in the Asheville City Schools.  
I joined the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church and began helping with the worship committee 
and teaching senior high Sunday School.  In the summer of 2010, our new pastor approached me 
and asked if I had ever considered serving as an elder.  We talked and I prayed on it and when the 
nominating committee formally asked me whether I would serve, I said yes.  I was ordained as a 
ruling elder in January 2011, feeling the love and faith of generations swirling around me. 

One of my duties as an active elder has been to chair the personnel committee.  I learned a 
lot in that first year or so about budgets and policies and about presenting information to the 
congregation.  In January of 2012, I presented the terns of call for the pastor and our new associate 
pastor.  Immediately following my presentation, but prior to the final vote, a gentleman in the 
congregation stepped forward and requested that the congregation give the pastor a raise.  This was 
an unusual moment in the life of our congregation and definitely caught many members off-guard.  I 
asked the moderator for permission to speak and began facilitating the meeting so that I could better 
understand what the congregation wanted me to do.  They wanted me to research and return to 
them a proposal from the committee about what a reasonable and affordable raise could be.   

In that microsecond of breath between the request and my response I realized that God had 
given me particular experiences and challenges to prepare me to be me, spectacularly and singularly 
me, so that I might serve the church in ways that I never imagined possible as that young woman 
writing letters to God or traveling in the Soviet Union.  Even as I guided the conversation, all I 
could think about was how I felt like my most complete self right then; that I was in the right place 
at the right time doing the right thing.  I focused in on the discerning the will of the congregation, 
but I knew that these feelings could not be ignored and I would have to decide how to handle this 
new sense of self.  In the ensuing weeks, I made the hard decision to leave my doctoral program, 
which in turn gave me the time and space to be open to other possibilities such as seminary.  I 
participated in a Day of Discernment at Union in Charlotte and knew that I had found my place.  I 
applied, was accepted and started classes that fall. 
 My faith in God has brought me to this point.  There seems to be no other explanation for 
why I would turn my life upside down and inside out by spending almost five and a half years of 
Saturdays traveling to Charlotte and devoting easily half of my waking moments to thinking, 
breathing, and living into this idea of becoming a Minister of the Word and Sacrament.  Three years 
have passed since I felt that completeness of self, that sense of knowing exactly who I was and 
realization that I needed to change my path from educational leadership to church leadership.  I 
finally accepted who I belonged to, knew who I called family, and found clarity that my role in the 
family was to help gather us together and to retell the stories that weave us together, and to offer 
myself up in whatever way would be useful.  To paraphrase the pastor that initiated this shift: God is 
not done with me yet.  


