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General Presbyter’s Report 
Bobbi White 

 
“I came that you might have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

 

In preparation for a conference last week, we were asked to describe some of the key spiritual resources that help 

us do our job. These were to be in addition to the assumed resources of scripture and prayer. I was discussing this 

with friends, as I was not sure what to take. After talking about some of the exciting things happening in the 

Presbytery, I had an “Aha” moment. The spiritual resource that greatly helps me is being out in the churches and 

seeing how God is at work in people’s lives, our churches and the world. That gives me energy – spiritual energy. 

It reminds me that God is in charge and at work all around.  

 

In one day last week, I was fortunate to visit several churches and witness good things happening in our 

Presbytery.  At the first stop, I saw a church excited about their new pastor and working together doing fund-

raising for ministry. I was with people from another church who were meeting to talk about the future, where new 

ideas were being shared openly. There was enthusiasm that God was leading them into new endeavors and a 

bright future, and that God was going with them, even if at the moment they did not have a pastor. My last stop 

was at a church where all ages were enjoying a meal, having good fun being together, and seeing a Narnia-type 

inspirational movie. This gives me spiritual energy. It is uplifting to see our presbyters working together for a 

common mission and glorify our Lord. 

 

Where are other places that I see God at work? I see God at work when churches reach out to the least of these 

and demonstrate Christ’s love. The Wee Kirk summer church in Linville cares for the neediest kids in Avery 

County. I see it at Sherrill’s Ford where they provide a clothing closet for one of the poorest schools in their area. 

I see it in confirmation classes and baptisms.  When we think about how Jesus welcomes the little children, I think 

of these things. What a wonderful way to show Christ’s love to children.    

 

I see God at work in using our Moderator, Heath Rada, as he met with Christians in Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Israel 

and Palestine. The Christians in Syria and Lebanon asked to meet with the PCUSA and the Catholics. When 

asked, “What do you want us to do,” their response was to ask us to pray for them and not to forget them. 

 

God is also at work in how we’ve been able to provide books for Guatemala. Books are something that only the 

rich can afford there. Imagine a school now with 500 books. Each child has about 35 minutes each day to read a 

book. What a difference this is going to make in a child’s life and in the family.  

 

The Campus Ministry at Cullowhee is beginning an exciting new ministry. They are planning to host a not for 

profit coffee house on the first floor of their building. The building is being updated utilizing a plan the college 

design class created. The coffee house will be a welcoming place, a safe place that feels like home away from 

home. It is the hope that it will be a way of encouraging students to be involved in the nurture and development of 

their spiritual lives. The ministry is to be a witness on campus to Christ’s love in the Reformed Presbyterian 

tradition. It is a site for UKirk, a national Presbyterian network of campus ministries.  

 

They plan to have the coffee house ready to go on August 10, when they host the Western Carolina Marching 

Band for their annual ice cream social. Reverend Karol Farris, who will be introduced at the presbytery meeting, 

is developing plans for the students coming for the fall semester. There is a strong Campus Ministry Board, 

chaired by Mark Hanna from Bryson City, with members from the Bryson City, Sylva, Highlands, and Franklin 

churches, plus at-large members.  

 

All of this has been possible because God is at work. God is at work in our churches, in our Presbytery and in the 

world. Praise be to God! (See more on following pages!) 
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Where do I SEE God at work? (SEE, being the Body of Christ) 
 

I see God at work when we reach out to the least of these.  

 

The Presbyterian Women in this presbytery are leading the country in their mission impact. They are providing 

micro loans for 36 women in our presbyteries in Guatemala. They are enabling women to start a business, raising 

pigs and chickens, selling tamales, fixing tires, sewing clothes, etc. In each case, it provides the women with a 

way to make some more money for their families, for food, school fees, a water filter, a better stove, etc. Each 

woman is doing different things. They have coaches and support from a nonprofit group that the PW found. The 

PW is planning on increasing the number of women able to receive these loans. This will not only make a 

difference in the lives of these women and families, but gradually in the community as well. It is attacking root 

causes of poverty.  

 

The Sylva Church is working with women who are trying to get their life back together and build a positive 

future. One woman in First Morganton has recruited church members to provide all that is needed to set up an 

apartment for a young man who was recently released from prison, including the furniture, linen, cleaning 

supplies, toilet paper, dishes and silverware, light bulbs, etc. It is amazing the cost of starting from scratch. A 

number of people in the Black Mountain and Asheville areas are working with the Women’s Prison in Black 

Mountain to help women who are released from prison, and a program that helps connect women in prison with 

their children. Others in those churches are working with and teaching men in prison. 

 

Sherrill’s Ford has a clothes closet in a neighborhood school, where children sometimes need the basics. The 

church provides the clothes closet with new underwear, new socks, and new shoes. In addition, they provide clean 

shirts, pants, seasonal clothes, and coats. They keep backup stock at the church, so if someone from the school 

calls and needs specifics in clothes, they can provide additional options. They began this work after hearing from 

the school administrators concerning the needs of the children. The school has been very appreciative. Sherrill’s 

Ford is known as a church that helps kids at school, providing a witness to Christ’s powerful love for his children. 

 

Other churches provide weekend meals for children. GAP (Gastonia Area Presbyterians, who hosted the January 

Presbytery meeting) works together with Third Street to provide food for elementary students. New Vision 

provides up to 90 weekend backpacks of food to a school near them. Every year, the principal comes to thank the 

church for helping their students. Others take food to WD Williams Elementary School in Swannanoa.  

 

Girl and Boy Scout groups are one way to reach out to children and people not in your churches. Several of our 

churches have troops and even “Scout Huts.” One of the newest groups happened when one elementary school 

had no Girl Scouts troops and some girls in the church wanted to be Girl Scouts. The teachers asked the church to 

take all ages. No one was turned down. Over 25 girls belong to the Green Street Presbyterian Church Scout 

Troup. They have Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, Cadettes, and Seniors. Thirteen are going to Girl Scout Camp and 

four to Camp Grier. Many have never been to a camp. The enthusiasm of the leaders and girls is contagious. This 

first year, they sold almost 6,000 packages of cookies and worked on a variety of badges. The church cares for 

children and youth.  

 

Community gardens are one way some churches have reached out to the community as a visible sign of caring 

about hunger. Most of these gardens have involved a combination of church members and local community folk. 

This is the sixth summer for the Northminster Community Garden. There are up to thirty-six individual plots in 

which gardeners grow a variety of things. In the large community common plots, they grow produce for everyone 

to enjoy ~ corn, beans, summer peas, tomatoes, cucumber, and squash. The produce is shared with the gardeners, 

the soup kitchen, and people in the community.  

 

In addition to its community garden, from which they share food with others, Grace Covenant has examples of a 

“world garden.” They demonstrate to kids and adults some ways of efficiently growing crops in new and different 

ways that are utilized in the third world, in old tires for example. First Asheville has a garden at the Black 

Mountain Home for Children, Youth and Families.  
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Other congregations are taking seriously God’s call to care for the earth – to till and keep the garden. Six 

congregations (First Asheville, Black Mountain, Brevard-Davidson River, Grace Covenant, Montreat, and New 

Hope-Asheville) have been recognized by the denomination for the work they have done. They are committed to 

taking steps to protect our environment – to be good stewards of God’s creation.  

 

A young girl in Nkhoma, Malawi, who had lost both of her legs and had no options but to sit home in the village, 

now has a prosthesis and can walk. She is attending the Ebenezer School, which this Presbytery started. Children 

are beginning this school at pre-kindergarten to help them learn and grow.  

 

A nurse, who would have had to move to the city for her children’s education, can continue to serve the hospital 

in Nkhoma because there is an Ebenezer School. The hospital now has a recruiting advantage in getting medical 

staff because of the school. Building an endowment to continue to support the school is one of the projects in the 

Building H.O.P.E. Campaign. 

 

Barbara Nagy, working with the nurses, was able to set up protocols which reduced the infant mortality rate by 

75%. She established a “Kangaroo Nursery,” which lets women use their body heat, a method which can save 

babies’ lives. A PWNC work team helped create a children’s intake room, getting them quicker access to critical 

care. This year, the team fixed a leak in the roof and worked to improve the children’s ward. 

 

Our presbyteries in Guatemala do not have enough pastors for the churches. Eda, an outstanding young man, is 

working part-time jobs so he can attend seminary in one of our presbytery partners. Part of his seminary study 

also looks at community development, so he will be more equipped to help the community. Margot, a young 

woman is also studying in this seminary. She is already exhibiting leadership as she serves on the Presbytery’s 

Health Committee. Both Eda and Margot are current and future leaders in their presbyteries. Helping seminary 

students is one of the projects in our Ministry Campaign.  

 

God is at work in small and powerful ways in our congregations and communities. I have listed just a few. Share 

with me ways you see God at work in your churches and communities. We need to open our eyes and hearts as 

God calls us to be disciples showing Christ’s love and grace to the world. 


