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General Presbyter Report 

Bobbi White 
  

SEE, We are The Body of Christ. 

We Covenant to Strengthen Congregations, Equip Disciples, and Engage in Mission. 

  

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 

  

We are called to this witness in this Presbytery, our country, and the world. 

  

I will miss being with you at the October Presbytery meeting. I have been given an incredible opportunity to 

travel to Taiwan and China with Heath Rada, Moderator of the PCUSA. Taiwan has been celebrating their 

150th anniversary of Christianity since April. The final ceremony will be at the Tainan Seminary at the 

southern end of the island. Heath will be representing the PCUSA. In addition to being a part of the 150th 

anniversary ceremonies and celebration, Heath will be preaching at the Seminary in Taipei, at an Aboriginal 

Church, and at the General Assembly. While on this trip, Heath and his wife, Peggy, will be accompanied by 

Reverend John McCall, a member of this Presbytery, who is also a Mission Co-Worker in Taiwan. John 

works with spiritual formation, pastoral support and teaches at the three seminaries in Taiwan. He also has 

been preaching and teaching in China. 

  

In China, we will meet with the China Christian Council in Shanghai, visit two seminaries in Nanging, and 

meet with Christians and religious authorities in Beijing and in Hong Kong. We will celebrate an anniversary 

with the Amity Foundation, where many people volunteer to teach English as a way of witnessing. I am 

excited about having the opportunity to see the work of the Holy Spirit and to learn about the Chinese 

Church and from the Christians in China. I look forward to sharing this with you when I return. 

  

The Spirit is at work in this Presbytery. There are some amazing things happening around the Presbytery and 

I want to highlight a few. 

  

The Cullowhee Campus Ministry is beginning a new emphasis. Karol Farris, the new Campus Minister, was 

commissioned September 27th. The downstairs of the Campus Ministry (former Cullowhee Church) has 

been turned into an attractive coffee house called The Hillside Grind, with gourmet coffee and other goodies. 

It is our hope that it will be a place where faculty and students alike can meet, relax, socialize, and study. It is 

also hoped that it will be a safe place where people can learn more about God through worship, Bible Study, 

and small group discussions, all of which Karol has begun implementing. (Check out more information in 

the UKirk Report or by visiting the Campus Mission page: http://presbyterywnc.org/campus-mission.) 

  

Other exciting things are also happening in the western mountains. There is a wonderful group of new 

pastors there! Holly Davis' installation at Waynesville First Church was celebrated on October 4th. Blake 

Daniels' installation at the Sylva Church was August 16th. In addition to these incredible folks, Tempe 

Fussell started at Franklin First on June 1st as their Transitional Pastor, and Karol Farris' Service of New 

Beginnings was held on September 27th at Cullowhee. The congregations in the western mountains have a 

strong group of pastors, many coming into the Presbytery in the last two years. 

The First Presbyterian Church in Lincolnton just celebrated their 200 anniversary with a dinner and worship 

service. We celebrate their witness to Jesus Christ as they fulfill their mission to "Reach, Teach, Feed, 
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Love." They demonstrated this with gifts to various missions. We give thanks for their ministry to the 

community and the world. 

  

Close to Presbytery's offices, First Morganton had more than 125 kids (up to 5th grade) at their Vacation 

Bible Camp this summer. They decided to think outside the box, change Vacation Bible School to Bible 

Camp, and offer the Camp from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This has also increased the number of children at 

their Wednesday night program. They seek to "Grow and Go Deeper in Faith." 

  

Quaker Meadows' Homecoming was celebrated in their new Fellowship Hall. They have been dreaming of 

this for years, having raised all the money for the building, which has no debt. The fund raising was greatly 

enhanced by the children's collection of pennies and change each Sunday. The congregation is pleased to 

have handicapped accessible facilities for fellowship and to use to reach out to the community. 

  

Green Street Presbyterian continues to reach out to youth and children. They are doubling their Girl Scouts 

from more than 20 to over 40 this year! Most of the Girl Scouts are from other churches and the 

congregation sees this as a ministry. They all meet in the sanctuary and a small fellowship hall. 

Congratulations Green Street! 

  

Two churches are closing their doors and both are leaving behind a legacy. Paint Gap in Yancey County and 

Westminster in Asheville are celebrating years of faithful service in their respective communities. Last year, 

two Montreat College students who were feeling a call to the ministry spent over two months being intern 

pastors at Paint Gap. They learned valuable lessons and acquired "on the job experience" from the Session 

and members. Upon leaving to go to Princeton, both said that no matter where they received their first call, 

that the Paint Gap congregation would be considered their first church because of the love and knowledge 

they received from its members. 

  

Westminster Presbyterian Church decided over a year ago to step out and try new things. The church voted 

to sell the building and worship at 4:00 p.m. to see if additional people could come at this hour and to start a 

new worshiping community. A few months ago, they decided to close the church. Westminster and its 

members will leave a legacy that will help new worshiping communities and churches in the Asheville area 

and beyond, and that will enable new people to be brought to know the amazing and extraordinary love of 

Jesus Christ through a loving community. 

  

First Presbyterian in Asheville is calling a new head of staff. In the interim, they have had Paul Roberts, the 

seminary President of ITC, preaching twice a month. They have also moved into their sanctuary which has 

had major renovations. This change, and their newly updated organ, were featured in The American Organist 

Magazine. The gothic sanctuary has been remodeled to provide for much more creative worship 

opportunities as well as new community events. 

  

The First Presbyterian Church of Hendersonville (PCUSA) has moved into a new facility! 

  

The Gastonia Area Presbyterians (GAP), composed of the churches in the Gaston County area, held a 

Christian Education event to support area churches on Saturday, August 29th. Thirty participants attended. 

On November 14, GAP will have officer training at West Avenue. All are invited to attend. Make 

reservations with Charles Davenport. Many GAP churches also had a successful pulpit exchange. They are 

coordinating to provide extra youth activities together. Heath Rada, the General Assembly Moderator, will 

be speaking at their February 12, 2016 gathering. This is an incredible opportunity and they are inviting all in 
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the Presbytery to come. Put it on your calendar! 

 

Camp Grier has had an amazing summer. Over the last two years, they have increased camper attendance by 

23%. They have also hired a part-time chaplain to help year round to give consistency to the Christian 

message and to help provide training for the counselors and staff. In addition to adding a new mountain bike 

pump track, this year they also added a few horses. They have a garden and a few goats, and continue to 

offer adventure activities like white-water canoeing, rock climbing, mountain bikes, and hiking. Of course, 

there are also the favorites of swimming and canoeing on the lake! The camp offers a service component 

with places like the Manna Food Bank in Asheville for those who are interested in mission. We should be 

proud to have such a great camp in our Presbytery. 

  

The Catawba Synod had a reunion September 18-20, 2015. The Catawba Synod, an African-American 

Synod/Presbytery, was one of the three predecessors to the Presbytery of WNC. They, along with the 

Asheville Presbytery and part of the Concord Presbytery, formed the PWNC as it is now. The reunion 

challenged the African-American churches to grow in their proclamation of the gospel. 

  

On September 28-30, an inspiring Pastor's Retreat was held at William Black Lodge. It began with Mel 

Bringle sharing Lenten hymns that could be used with the lectionary passages, or with Lenten type sermons. 

We sang and made a joyful noise for several fun-filled hours. Then, Richard Boyce helped us look at Lenten 

passages in a new way. Margaret Torrence challenged us to look deeply at the sacraments while Jane Vann 

provided prayer, worship and communion. Just as engaging was the sharing and fellowship among 

colleagues. 

  

On a challenging note, we need to become a very welcoming Presbytery. We have almost 20 churches either 

actively searching for installed or stated pastors, or that have interims in place. Another 18 churches have 

gotten new pastors in the last two years. This means we have LOTS of new people in the Presbytery! The 

exciting part is that we have many new, talented, faithful, Christ-centered pastors and are interviewing many 

great candidates. 

  

At this Presbytery meeting, please make an intentional effort to meet a new friend. With over 30 new active 

and retired pastors coming in the last two years, many have not had time to get to know you. Keep in mind 

that about half of the elders are new at each Presbytery meeting. Remember that sometimes attending a 

Presbytery meeting can be like going to a new church. If no one speaks to you, you can imagine how it feels. 

So greet your old friends and family members, but also someone new. 

  

Also, open your eyes and see how the Holy Spirit is at work in your midst, and calling you to new and old 

ways to witness to Jesus Christ and God's amazing, awesome love. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Bobbi 

 


