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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
REV. WHIT MALONE, CHAIR 

APRIL 26, 2016 

FIRST SECTION

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY, AN ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMISSION, OR A TASK FORCE THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY PRESBYTERY:

I. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
A. Ryan Brakemeyer, as Pastor of Grace Reformed United Church of Christ, Newton, NC,

through April 26, 2017.
B. Pride Carson, as Coordinator for Transfer and Admissions and Adjunct Instructor, Blue

Ridge Community College, through April 26, 2017.
C. Dennis Stamper, as Chaplain, Carolinas Healthcare System Blue Ridge, through April 26,

2017.
D. Carol Steele, as Vice-President for Program, Montreat Conference Center, through April

26, 2017.

II. RECOMMEND FOR COMMISSIONING BY THE PRESBYTERY AS LAY PASTOR:
A. WANDA WOODBY

From: Elder, Burnsville First Presbyterian Church
Commissioned Lay Pastor Graduate
To: Buladean Presbyterian Church
Effective: April 26, 2016 
(The commissioning is in include permission to celebrate the Sacraments, moderate the
Session and officiate at weddings.)
(See COM Attachment 1 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor 
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to 
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record. 

I. APPROVED FOR TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A. PAUL HAROLD GALBREATH

From: Presbytery of The James
As: Professor of Worship and Preaching, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte
Effective: April 5, 2016
(See COM Attachment 2 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
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II. APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:

A. M. Daniel Trapp and Lincolnton First First Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 1, 2016 - January 31, 2017

B. Robert J. Tuttle and Marion First Presbyterian Church
 Extended: February 1, 2016 - July 31, 2016

C. Charles Davenport and Long Creek Presbyterian Church
Extended: March 1, 2016 - February 28, 2017

D. Merriam Alexander and Northminster Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 28, 2016 - February 27, 2017

III. APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Keith Freeman and Pineola Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2016
B. Christopher V. Taylor and Saluda Presbyterian Church

Effective: February 14, 2016 - July 14, 2016

IV. APPROVED COMMISSIONED LAY PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Kenneth Humphreys and Conley Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: March 1, 2016 - February 28, 2017

V. APPROVED THE TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A. Ann Aichinger

To: Abingdon Presbytery
As: Co-Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, VA
Effective: March 10, 2016

B. Frank Aichinger
To: Abingdon Presbytery
As: Co-Pastor, Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, VA
Effective: March 10, 2016

C. Steven Eason
To: Presbytery of The James
As: Transitional Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA 
Effective: February 11, 2016

D. Carol B. Clark
To: Presbytery of Arkansas
As: Member-at-Large
Effective: January 1, 2016

E. Mark Clark
To: Presbytery of Arkansas
As: Pastor, Grace Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, AR
Effective: January 1, 2016

VI. APPROVED ELECTION OF PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
A. First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia

VII. APPROVED MINISTRY INFORMATION FORMS:
A. Marion First Presbyterian Church
B. Hendersonville First Presbyterian Church
C. Mount Holly First Presbyterian Church
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VIII. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE PRESBYTERY

OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA;
A. DANIEL TRAPP

From: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Transitional Pastor, Lincolnton First Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 1, 2016

IX. APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A. PAUL GALBREATH

In: Charlotte Presbytery
As: Professor of Worship and Preaching, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte
Effective: April 5, 2016

X. APPROVED INSTALLATION COMMISSION:

A. Approved the Administrative Commission for the Installation of Joanne Glaser as Pastor of
Sweetwater Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 17, 2016 at 4:00 p.m.

Name Responsibility on Commission Min/Eld. Church
Whit Malone Moderator/Preside Minister Hickory First
Barbara Ross Propound Constitutional Questions Elder Crossnore
Gerald Finney Propound Questions to Congregation Elder Sweetwater
Bob Lowry Charge the Congregation Minister Retired
Bobbi White Lead in Worship Minister PWNC
Elizabeth Sigmon Lead in Worship Minister Olney
Steven Barnes Lead in Worship Minister Newton First
Merri Alexander Lead in Worship Minister Northminster

Guests
Elizabeth Troyer Preach the Sermon Minister Holston Pres.
Eric Faust Charge the Minister Minister Salem Pres.



COM ATTACHMENT 1 
Wanda Woodby - Statement of Faith 

I believe we are in the care of a gracious, loving God who created the world and gives us life. I see God revealed: 
in the peace and beauty of the mountains, in the rain and sunshine, in the smile of Gabriel and in the sound of 
his laughter. God is revealed in the marvel of human technology as well as in the planting of a seed that sprouts 
and bears fruit. I also see God in the ugliness and squalor of the world. I believe that God shares the hunger of 
the poor, the suffering of the oppressed and the hurt of those grief-stricken. 
  
We were created in God’s image and all people share equally in the dignity of that humanity. Humanity in its 
fallen state falls short of our potential and yet the God who transcends the universe calls us to look beyond 
ourselves. God calls us to see our lives in the context of the larger community and to see ourselves as citizens of 
the world not as citizens of one nation. 
 
I believe that God has shown us the way to live through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Jesus 
Christ, we are challenged to envision, pray, and work for a world where there is neither Jew nor Greek, neither 
slave nor free, neither male nor female. We are called to strive for a world where the first shall be last and the 
last shall be first, where the lamb and the lion lie down together and our swords become plowshares.  
 
In Jesus Christ, God shared our humanity, our loves, our struggles and our sufferings in a way that humanity 
could not imagined. God became human for humanity’s sake to show us by example of how to live and to love 
each other as God loves us. 
 
I believe that God has equipped us with the means to accomplish a more perfect world through the Holy Spirit; 
God is at work in us and in the world. The Holy Spirit gives us strength in our struggles, hope in our distress, and 
comfort in our sorrow. The gifts of the Holy Spirit come to us not because of anything we have asked or believed 
or done, but by the grace of God. 
 
I believe the Church is a community of God’s people, uniting us through the centuries and the globe alike by the 
sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. The sacraments of Baptism and Communion were instituted by 
God and given to us to represent Christ and his benefits, and confirm our interest in him (Westminster 
Confession of Faith).  
 
 I believe that the presence of God is revealed in the earthly elements of water, bread, and wine. The Lord’s 
Supper is to be observed in his Church for all time. The remembrance of the sacrifice made by Jesus seals for all 
time the benefits of spiritual nourishment and growth for believers. The table belongs to the Lord and is open to 
all baptized believers. 
  
 I believe that in our one baptism we are brought into the life and death of Jesus Christ; we die to our bondage 
of sin and are raised to new life in Christ. The waters of Baptism remind us of the great works of God from 
Creation, to the flood, to the parting of the Red Sea, and crossing the Jordan River into the Promised Land. 
 
The Church as the Body of Christ shares both the human and the divine nature of Christ. When we forget the 
human nature of the Church it becomes the absolute power and authority reserved for God alone. When we 
forget the divine nature of the Church we lose sight of our Holy Mission. 
 
I believe the Bible is the inspired word of God for the people of God. The Bible is both the word of God and the 
words of individual people and is an authoritative guide for all generations, past, present and future, of God’s 
people.  When we forget the human telling of the biblical story we idolize a book out of its human context; when 
we forget that it speaks of God we deny the unique authority of the Bible for the Christian Community. 
 
I believe that God and God alone controls human history and that the arc of history will always bend toward Will 
of God. 
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PERSONAL HISTORY 
Wanda Woodby 

 
I grew up in a large intergenerational family in Yancey County, North Carolina, the oldest of four 
children. My early childhood experiences centered around church worship or church related activities. 
Our family attended Church Sunday morning and evening, Wednesday for prayer services, and 
occasionally on Saturday night.    
 
The simplicity of my faith came to a crashing halt as I matured and became more conscious of the 
world outside our community. The conflict between what I was taught at home, the realities of the 
outside world, and what I perceived as the refusal of the church to acknowledge social problems 
became very intense, resulting in my refusal to attend church. I was in my mid-thirties before I sensed 
the need to reacquaint myself with the church. 
 
My Husband, Glenn Davis, and I became members of First Presbyterian Church in Burnsville in 2001. 
The Presbyterian style of worship was comfortable, the congregation was warm and welcoming, we 
knew we had found a home church. I am grateful for the many opportunities for personal and spiritual 
growth provided by First Presbyterian.   
 
At First Presbyterian I served on the following committees: 
Mission Chair for eight years. 
Nominating Committee  
Help Facilitate Study Groups 
Session Member for a total of six years.  
 
Although active in the church, I continued to have the feeling I needed something more.  I discussed 
these feelings with my Pastor(Maggie): she suggested that I consider the CLP program offered by the 
Presbytery. I remember the time I spent in this program as the most stimulating and rewarding 
experience of my life. I accepted the opportunity to preach in various small churches, in spite of my 
insecurity regarding my preaching skills, after completing the program.   
 
In the past two years I have felt that God is calling me to a new ministry. I love the congregation and 
my work at First Presbyterian, where I have been for the past sixteen years. I have a strong connection 
to First Presbyterian however, I can’t ignore the feeling that God is calling me in a new direction, to 
another place, and a new ministry.  
 
I have recently retired for the second time. I retired after twenty-seven years as Assistant Clerk of 
Superior Court, and four years as a paralegal with a local attorney. I am now in the process of moving 
into a new house with my nine- year old son (Grandson) Gabriel, the center of my life.     
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Statement of Faith         Paul Galbreath 

I believe in God who creates the world and gives us life. 

This God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, and Jacob and Rachel called the Hebrew people into 

covenant and led them from slavery into freedom.  This God spoke through the prophets who held up 

images of judgment and justice and continued to call the children of Israel back to renew the covenant. 

I believe in God who is known to us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In his teaching, 

preaching, healing, living, dying and resurrection, Jesus embodies the love and grace of God's 

redemptive plan for our world.  This Christ reveals God to us and reconciles us to God and to one 

another.  This Christ invites us to lay aside our burdens and our past in order to join other disciples in 

living out God's vision of peace and justice in our world. 

I believe in God who as the Spirit calls us together as the Church around Word and Sacrament to be 

shaped and formed as disciples of Jesus Christ.  The Spirit claims and names us as children of God as we 

move from the brokenness to the resurrection of new life.  This Spirit sustains us and accompanies us in 

the world to live and work as witnesses to the transforming grace of God known to us in Jesus Christ. 

Grounded in Word and Sacrament, the Church announces to individuals, communities, and society, the 

good news of the Gospel:  release to the captives, sight to the blind, and freedom to those who are 

oppressed.  Reading and reflection on Scripture and celebration of Christ's presence in Baptism and 

Communion mark and shape the lives of disciples of Jesus Christ in order to serve and witness to God's 

continued redemptive presence in the world. 
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Brief Biography/Faith Journey for Paul Galbreath 

 I grew up as a child of the church in a Christian home where I regularly 

accompanied my father who spent his Sundays serving as an interim pastor in small 

congregations in our area.  At an early age, I discerned God's call on my life and 

professed faith in Christ and was baptized.  In high school, I felt the call to ordained 

ministry which led to an extensive period of study and preparation in college, seminary, 

and graduate school.  In 1995, I was ordained by Cascades Presbytery as an 

affirmation of my call to teach and prepare students for ministry.  Since that time, I have 

served as a Teaching Elder in a variety of capacities: as pastor, General Assembly staff, 

and professor.  For ten years, I served in congregations in the Pacific Northwest (as an 

Interim Pastor in three congregations before serving as Pastor and Head of Staff for six 

years in Tacoma, Washington).  For the next three years of ministry, I served as an 

Associate for Worship in the Office of Theology and Worship as part of the GA staff of 

the PCUSA in Louisville, Kentucky.  For the past eleven years, I have been a member 

of the faculty of Union Presbyterian Seminary.  In fall, I will transition to the UPSem 

Charlotte campus in order to teach in the areas of theology and worship. 

 My identity as a Christian is grounded in a firm conviction of the role of 

congregations to bring us together around Word, Water, and Table in order that we may 

grow in faith.  I continue to be challenged by the Gospel to discover Christ's presence in 

and with those on the margins of society.  I remain grateful that my call as a teacher 

continues to be affirmed and for the regular opportunities that I have to learn with and 

from students in my classes.  On this journey, I have been blessed with congregations, 

colleagues, and friends who continue to nurture faith in my life and model for me ways 

in which to live as disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 


