
BH-1 

 

Building H.O.P.E. Report 
Dick Larson, Campaign Director 

April 26, 2016 
 
The Building H.O.P.E. Campaign is excited to announce that we have raised more than one million three 

hundred thousand dollars, or 58%, with momentum for reaching the full goal of two million two 

hundred and fifty thousand dollars. Building on a solid foundation, we are expanding our ministries in 

Malawi, the education program within our Guatemala Partnership, upgrading programs at Camp Grier, 

and strengthening churches and pastors within our own Presbytery so that they can reach out and spread 

Christ's message of hope and salvation. We are proving that we can do more together than we can 

separately.   

 

Even more important, we are having good response from churches of all sizes in a variety of ways. This 

last month, we celebrated many generous campaign gifts.  Among those included a church that pledged 

5% of our goal from their budget and individuals, a small church that committed to give $10,000 over a 

five-year period, another church who pledged to work at Camp Grier, and yet another who brought us 

copies of over 50 different pledges from people in their congregation!  We also received a very generous 

check in the amount of $240,000 for Guatemala Ministry from a donor at First Gastonia! It has been a 

wonderful month of giving. Like our “Nickel a Meal” program, individual gifts, both small and large, 

add up significantly to grow our total. Every donation enhances what God is calling us to do, and we 

give thanks that we can be a part of building up the Kingdom. 

 

Even though we are still in the fundraising process, great things are already happening as a result your 

givings. Camp Grier was able to purchase trail cutting equipment. They have begun creating parts of a 

fifteen mile bike trail and horseback riding trail and at present, have had scheduled work days to get the 

trails in shape for the summer camping season. They were also able to purchase quality white water 

canoes to be ready for this year’s campers. 

 

Because of your generosity, the Guatemala Partnership has now sent money to support seminarians, 

helping to pay for books, transportation, and teachers. The recipients have expressed their appreciation. 

This money has enabled many seminarians, who have full-time jobs and support families, to go to and 

continue their studies. Scholarship money for higher education will be available for new applicants to 

attend this fall. Money is available to expand libraries in the schools as well. 

 

The Building H.O.P.E. Campaign continues to gain steam. Pledges in excess of $1,300,000 have been 

received. At the presbytery meeting later this month, we will celebrate new figures. Hallelujah! This 

momentum is exciting. We are trying in the next four months to engage all congregations so we will not 

be impacting anyone’s stewardship. Though some of these very large gifts garner attention, our 

campaign goal of strengthening relationships reminds us how very important it is that we involve every 

member of our Presbytery family. Any contribution, regardless of size, enriches and strengthens us all.  

Hopefully, we are continuing to be a reminder of how much stronger and more productive we are 

together, than any of us can be individually. We are the hands of God. 


