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 “The HOPE in our Calling” 

. . . so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 

called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints . . . Ephesians 1:18 (NSRV)  

The theme of the 222
nd

 General Assembly was “The Hope in Our Calling.”  Coming from the General 

Assembly, I had a strong hope for the denomination as I sensed that God was at work and doing a new thing 

among us. This “hope” is not for just the national church, but also for presbyteries and congregations. We are 

asked to join God, who is already at work, step out in faith, and to be real demonstrations of God’s love, both 

locally and in the world. God cares what we do and how we grow in faith.  

 

In the Assembly, I saw people reaching out in faith. The adoption of the Belhar Confession was emotional for 

many of us including Revs. Motlalentwa Godfrey Betha and Allen Boesak. The Belhar points to how God is 

calling us to reach beyond ourselves in adding a confession from South Africa in the Southern hemisphere. I 

couldn’t believe it when Rev. Betha said “People in South Africa are watching now to see what the PCUSA will 

do.” It was a time when the whole Assembly realized this was a monumental decision and step in faith.  

 

I had studied in Switzerland with two black South African pastors, an Episcopal priest, who had a scar on his face 

from having been kicked in prison, and a Presbyterian pastor, whose life was threatened, as well as burning down 

the manse and church, because he did a funeral for a member’s son. The priest described how his grandmother 

had stood all day in the hot sun to vote. The Belhar speaks to this, but it also speaks of the future and the work we 

as a denomination and nation need to do so all children and people have an equal opportunity and discrimination 

is a thing of the past. 

 

 I celebrated the election of J. Herbert Nelson as our new Stated Clerk. I met him many, many years ago for the 

first time in Montreat, at a gathering for visioning Montreat’s future mission. I was impressed with his 

commitment to Jesus Christ, his insight and wisdom, his caring for the youth and all people. At that time, he was a 

pastor in Memphis, where many members were struggling on the margins and in the poorer parts of town. His 

pastoral presence and caring were evident as he and the church asked what faithfulness, transformation and 

witness were in that setting. He brings to the Stated Clerk role deep faith in Christ, the experience of a pastor, an 

understanding of today’s culture, wisdom to learn and discern the governance of the church, and a passion for 

demonstrating God’s love and justice. 

 

Early in the General Assembly, we elected two co-moderators, both pastors and both women. One of the 

moderators is African American, which speaks to the Assembly’s desire to work toward racial justice and 

equality. Co-moderators are a new model for a new time. 

 

We were blessed with Heath Rada’s leadership this past year. He called us to look at what God is calling us to do 

in this time. There were also challenges about how we should be organized. The General Assembly realized our 

mission should drive our organization. So they did not answer all of those questions, but set up a committee and a 

commission to look into those issues.  

 

In addition to dealing with overtures and reports, the commissioners studied the Bible and prayed together in their 

committees. (See the report on decisions made in the attached summary of the commissioner’s section.) Richard 

Boyce was one of the co-authors of that Bible Study. We also were challenged by four good preachers, Revs. 

Jerry Andrews, Alice Ridgill, Larissa Kwong Abazia and Bishop Reginal Jackson of AME, for the ecumenical 

worship service.  Bible Study, worship and prayer were a significant part of GA in helping us understand God’s 

call and our faith together in Christ.  
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“The Hope in our Calling” was also seen in my visit to Nkhoma, Malawi.  It was a time to see God at work in 

Malawi and seeing God at work in the PWNC. Since Dr. Barbara Nagy was leaving the mission field there, I 

traveled to Nkhoma in Malawi to clarify how the “Building HOPE Campaign” would be working with the 

hospital and school, and to look at their priorities and plans. The hospital’s highest priority was a mobile health 

unit. One is being shipped to them and should be in operation soon. It will take medical personnel, medicine, 

diagnostic equipment and supplies to rural areas without good access to health facilities. Lives will be saved and 

health improved, particularly for mothers and children. Because this was one of Barbara Nagy’s dreams, the 

churches in Gaston County (GAP) had already raised $7,280, which was added to Building HOPE gifts. In June, 

we sent $42,000 for the Mobile Health Unit on Barbara Nagy’s birthday. She wrote that it was the best birthday 

present.  

 

While there, I visited several rural clinics. The hospital identified a second priority as being sure all clinics have 

electricity, running water, and minimal adequate staff housing. One of the clinics I visited had two buildings, one 

for regular medical care and a second for prenatal care, a birthing center, well mothers and babies care and HIV 

counseling. In between the buildings was a bore hole (a flat well with a pump) where they would get their water. 

They were excited to show me that sinks had just been installed and pipes were being connected so they would 

soon have water in their buildings. Imagine sending a person out to the bore hole to bring back water for washing 

things, for babies being born, for everything. What a difference we can make. 

 

I also visited the Ebenezer School in Nkhoma, which was started with money from First Gastonia that built the 

first building for pre-kindergarten and kindergarten. Now the school has graduated 7
th
 graders to high school and 

has two classes for some grades. The principals showed me their five year plan.  This year, they had 280 children. 

Next year, it will be about 340, the size of some of the smaller USA schools. They plan to grow over five years to 

serve 500 children. They now have waiting lists. The school is taught in English and is one of the best schools for 

Malawian children in a rural setting. I dream that there will be a national leader from there in the next twenty to 

thirty years.  

 

When I look back, I see how God has been expanding our vision of God’s mission in Malawi. The first year our 

mission team went to Nkhoma, it was to support Barbara Nagy. The second year, we started working with the 

head of the hospital and his staff to determine our projects. Then, the hospital asked us to start a school so they 

could keep their employees. When Barbara came back to the states for interpretation, the team went to work with 

the hospital. (In fact, the teams have been four years when Barbara was not there.) 

 

In the last couple of years, we responded to a great need and worked at rural clinics. Last year during famine and 

drought, we gave more than $60,000 for food. Gradually, we have helped at the seminary, at the orphan project, 

and other projects. In all, we have found the hospital and school to be very accountable for money and its use.  

When the group goes now, it is like old home week among friends. 

 

Study Bibles were taken for all the seminary graduates who are soon to be ordained and other pastors. In addition, 

one of our ministers bought clerical shirts for the graduates. One graduate shared how he had prayed for a shirt, 

since all pastors there wear them. He had no money and didn’t know how he would get one. He said that the gift 

of a shirt was an answer to prayer. I was humbled as I saw over and over again how God is at work through us to 

answer prayers. Truly this is part of the “Hope in our Calling.” 

 

I feel the Building HOPE Campaign is part of God’s call to us as a presbytery. It is the “Hope of our 

Calling.” The campaign’s goal is that the members of all of our churches will be a part of this work. We want 

everyone to know that God is using us and to feel a part of the growth at Camp Grier; of improving the health and 

education of children and adults in Malawi; the growth of seminarians and new pastors, graduates of higher 

education and books and libraries in schools and communities in Guatemala; and the growth of proclaiming 

God’s word, supporting pastors, leaders, and churches in our very own presbytery, bringing people into a 

commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

I am so excited about what we have been able to so far. Camp Grier now has an excavator to build bike and 

horseback riding trails and new adventure equipment for its increasing campership. We have pictures of smiling 
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seminarians thankful for support and from students receiving money for higher education scholarships. We also 

have pictures of students reading books, which are so precious and rare in Guatemala. We are setting up a Task 

Force to look at ways to better support pastors and churches. We have raised about $1,400,000, but we have 

another $850,000 to go. So let’s get busy! (http://buildinghope.wncpresby.org/)  If you or your church has not 

participated, we will be glad to help you become involved. 

 

I believe as God calls each of us and our churches to unique tasks, God also calls our presbytery to unique 

ministry. We have defined our call as strengthening churches, equipping pastors and leaders, and engaging in 

mission. God is at work in our presbytery in so many ways. Through the prayers of many, we have brought 

outstanding pastors into our presbytery. These are strong, faithful pastors that will be leading congregations in this 

time.  I am already seeing the growth that is beginning to happen in churches and members. I see God at work in 

the calling of new ministers.   

 

I see God at work through the Church Leadership School, which is now over 15 years old. Some graduates have 

become Commissioned Lay Pastors serving a variety of churches. Just as important, many are strong leaders and 

witnesses to Christ in their churches. They have been a reservoir for leaders on presbytery committees such as 

General Council, Committee on Ministry, Exams, the Building HOPE Campaign, and mission teams. It is one of 

our best kept secrets. Yet for many, it has been a life changing or giving experience. Particularly the Bible and 

theology classes have been important and exciting times of significant learning. 

 

As I go from church to church, there are so many more exciting things: Vacation Bible School with 100 children, 

a very small membership church that took in five new members and has a confirmation class for the first time in 

years, a church that was in conflict that is now thriving, a large membership church and a small membership 

church working together to have a site for mission groups to experience God as they work in the community, 

churches going together to build habitat houses in many places, a presbytery-wide mission team going to South 

Carolina to help with the aftermath of the flood, a fall pastor’s retreat and a presbytery-wide spirituality and 

stewardship event coming up in September, people growing in their love for God, and more.   

 

Let us each listen for “the Hope in God’s calling.”  

 

Peace, 

Bobbi 

http://buildinghope.wncpresby.org/

