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 Building H.O.P.E. 

Report to Presbytery - July 26, 2016 
  

There are already many exciting new ministry enhancements being supported by the early gifts to 

the Building H.O.P.E ministry campaign: 

 

 Malawi: A “Mobile Health Unit” has been purchased for the Nkhoma Hospital. It will 

be able to carry medical staff, medicine, and diagnostic equipment to rural areas without 

health service, resulting in saved lives and better health for children and adults. This 

extended reach has been a major goal for Dr. Barbara Nagy. Now $42,000 has been sent, 

including $7,204 from the GAP churches. Additional support is desperately needed 

to bolster the rural health clinics, provide on-going medication needs, and spread 

the reach of medical assistance to Malawi’s impoverished population.  

 

In addition, the Ebenezer School, expecting 330 students next year in grades pre-

kindergarten to 7
th

 grade, will have additional support through an endowment. More 

scholarships will be available and much-needed financial stability will ensure long-term 

sustainability. 

 

 Guatemala: Increased support for the education of seminarians and new pastors is 

already happening. Funds are ready to go for higher education scholarships and 

libraries and books in schools and communities. In 2014 an Education Task Force of 

Guatemalans and PWNC educators identified great need and designed a plan, but were 

unable to fund it until the Building H.O.P.E. campaign. Now six or more Guatemalan 

students that we have already been supporting will receive college and vocational school 

scholarships. Seminaries will be better able to equip much needed new pastors. Libraries 

and books will be put in schools and communities and teacher training facilitated. 

 

 Camp Grier: Three years ago, Camp Grier designed a new vision of adventure 

camping, with Christian development and personal challenge as a focus, but they needed 

significant startup money. Through the Building Hope Campaign, $50,000 has already 

been sent to Camp Grier, helping to jump-start their 2016 camping season, a season 

where campers have increased by 23% over the last two years. Beginning to implement 

the new program goals, Camp Grier has bought an excavator, begun building new bike 

tracks and trails, and added equipment for their programs, including eight new white-

water canoes. A recent Charlotte Observer article highlights the impact they are having 

on children's lives with their "Super Heroes" program, featuring professional rock 

climber Kai Lightner. With a strong beginning, they still need much more in 

equipment and upgrades to finish redesigning their quality outdoor ministry 

experience.  

 

 Vital Churches: Through Building HOPE, a task force is being formed to design and 

create opportunities for education and support for pastors. For years, our presbytery 

sponsored an eight-month “Pastors Institute,” which pastors said was so helpful. The 

presbytery has also funded Bible studies, Christian education events, fellowship retreats, 

“Let’s Celebrate,”  and “Acts Initiative,” providing pastors and leaders support, new 
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insights, and skill. We are now looking at how we can better support our pastors for 

ministry and outreach in this new day, offering more and better opportunities for 

enrichment with less local expense. In addition, we want to be able to assist churches 

with imagination and energy for new ways to spread the Gospel with financing they may 

lack in implementing those new ministries. We invite you to share your ideas with us as 

we all seek to be more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.   
  

  In each of these areas we are part of something great, and it will only get better.   

The active solicitation phase of this campaign will end on August 31. We recognize that some of our 

churches have not been able to conduct their active campaigns over the summer, and will be doing so in 

the fall.  In addition, there are some foundations to which applications will be sent later this fall and 

winter.  The process of collecting and disbursing these funds will go on for at least the next five years - 

the benefits will last lifetimes.   

 

 If your session or your congregation has not yet engaged in this outreach, we encourage you to 

do so immediately. Now, though, it's up to you to carry this mandate back to your church, and help keep 

the momentum going. Nobody is going to want to look back later on, and wish they or their church had 

been part of something this good. We have a lot of resources available, and people ready to help, but we 

want you to participate in a way that energizes your local church ministry. We have one month 

left. Look what we’ve already done together!  May Almighty God continue to bless us as we seek 

to serve together with faithfulness and love. 

 

  Dick Larson, Campaign Director of Building H.O.P.E. 

  email:  preswncbuildinghope@gmail.com    Phone:  (828) 260-5389 

  website: buildinghipe.wncpresby.org 


