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John 20:19-22 says “Jesus said to them again, Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.”  Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

 

This scripture and the parallel, “As the Father loves me, so I love you” are some of my favorite verses. I 

believe that when we understand how much we are loved, we can be sent. Further, I believe that God 

sends us as individuals, congregations and as a Presbytery to do Christ’s work and sends the Holy Spirit 

with us. 

 

The Presbytery is conducting a Ministry Campaign and we are doing this because we feel that we have 

been called by the Holy Spirit. I want to share with you just a few of the ways I have seen the Holy 

Spirit at work in this Presbytery routinely and through the projects of the Building HOPE Campaign, 

and how the Holy Spirit has often been at work ahead of us.   

 

Our Presbytery voted to support 80% of Barbara Nagy’s salary as a pediatric doctor in a hospital in 

Nkhoma, Malawi and our Guatemalan Partners joined us in this commitment. It was felt that God was 

calling us to this ministry. The first mission team sent to Malawi consisted of people in our Presbytery, a 

physician from Morganton and a physician from Guatemala.    

 

Several weeks prior to leaving, we received word from Barbara saying that the team of doctors who 

were coming was great, however, what they really needed was an electrician and a plumber. The team 

had already been formed. Two members of that team were Tommy Burleson and James Bernhardt.  

Tommy said that he had a background in electrical engineering and James Bernhardt said that he knew 

plumbing. That first team has been followed by many and Tommy Burleson has been a steady and 

faithful member of the team helping the hospital with his electrical expertise. Just one of the many 

pieces of equipment we have provided for the hospital was an oxygen concentrator—done that first year. 

We began developing a strong relationship and trust working with the hospital and their needs. The 

hospital asked if we could build a school. Build a school? Why would a hospital need a school? There 

was no school for staff member’s children to attend and the staff did not stay at Nkhoma. Quality 

schools help retain staff we were told. One of our churches had a capital campaign and gave $20,000 to 

start the school construction. Now, there is a modern school providing education from pre-kindergarten 

through the seventh grade (which is their last grade prior to high school).  

 

God opened our eyes even more and we have helped update rural clinics, staff housing and get water 

and electricity where there was none. Additionally, we have been able to respond to requests from the 

seminary. It felt like the prayer of Jabez—God has just kept expanding our boundaries. 

 

The Spirit is always at work. Occasionally our churches will send a gift of several hundred or several 

thousand dollars and tell us to keep it and use it when needed in Malawi. Recently, the hospital called 

our office on a Friday afternoon to tell us that the government check in the amount of $60,000 had 

bounced and they had no money to make payroll the following Monday. They needed $25,000 for 

October and had no idea where they might find that amount of money. Fortunately, we had $17,000 in 

our hospital fund and wired it to them immediately. The following Monday, we received a $5,000 gift 

designated for Malawi. Not only did we get $5,000, but on that same day we received $3,000 from a 

couple who “felt” that this money was needed at the hospital at Nkhoma. We had the $25,000 needed! 

The Holy Spirit was at work! 
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While in Malawi in May, I was able to visit a rural health clinic and observe their excitement at the 

receipt of sinks for the examination room as well as the delivery and maternity room.  They were 

anticipating that the water would be connected the next week. Their excitement and happiness about not 

having to carry water to those rooms was humbling. At another rural clinic, I saw staff housing which 

our team had made more livable—although they still had to use outhouses. One request was for a door 

on the outhouse. This was a very basic need, but amazing progress was being made. Yet, there is so 

much more needed and so little money for it. When we are in Malawi, we always see Holy Spirit 

surprises. This year, we took Study Bibles for seminary graduates. One pastor anonymously bought 

shirts with clerical collars for the graduates. Later, one graduate pastor told us that he had been praying 

for a way to get a clerical shirt. He now had a shirt with a clerical collar—God had provided.  

The Holy Spirit has been calling us to take on a bigger project for the Kingdom of God—that is now 

called the Building HOPE Ministry Campaign. 

 

Several years ago, I was approached by two people from First Gastonia. One was an 82 year old woman 

who had spent a year in Nkhoma and served as the first principal of the school. (Next year, the school 

will have 340 students!) She wanted to raise money to create an endowment for the school to provide 

continuous help and scholarships for students. Their objective was to raise about a million dollars for the 

school and hospital. I wondered if that was “maybe too challenging of an idea” for a presbytery. 

Presbyteries don’t normally do that kind of thing, but the Holy Spirit proved me wrong.   

 

Right on the heels of that action, Camp Grier came to us. The new camp director had been researching 

for-profit camps and developed a vision that Camp Grier could become one of the best Christian 

adventure and service camps in the east. That vision proposed a problem. The other two presbyteries, 

which provided additional funding, had dropped their support from $120,000/year to $15,000/year.   

Although this Presbytery provided $40,000 annually, that was not enough to jump start the vision for 

development. The vision was to add rock climbing, white water canoeing, horses, gardening, mountain 

biking and other adventure activities; as well as service work. The camp needed about $500,000 for 

equipment, programming and lodge renovations. For all of this, a mission campaign was needed.  

At the same time, a church development task force told us that money was needed for pastor education 

and support, as well as to help with church development. They thought that about half a million dollars 

would help tremendously. This would provide funds for pastoral support (continuing education, pastors’ 

retreats) and grant help to aspiring congregations.  

 

The Guatemala Education Task Force spent about two weeks evaluating the education system in our two 

presbyteries. The task force consisted of four people from this Presbytery and four from the two 

Guatemala presbyteries. Every year, we provide $100,000 for approximately 800 elementary and 

secondary scholarships. Students are graduating from high school with no money for continuing their 

education. There were no libraries in the schools and certainly no community libraries. The seminaries 

had a lot of outstanding students, and their opportunities for improvement were small. They needed help 

to raise money for these needs. 

 

Those same people in Gastonia continued to come to us with encouragement and a $250,000 challenge 

grant to get things rolling. That is definitely the Holy Spirit at work. Following a feasibility study and 

much prayer, the General Council decided to combine these four major components into the Building 

HOPE Ministry Campaign and to try to raise $2.2 million.  

 

It still is my belief that we are sent as individuals, congregations, presbyteries, and as denominations to 

do the work that we are each adequately able to do. Just as the scripture says, “As the Father sends me, 



GP-3 
 

so I send you” and then Jesus breathes on them and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” We have raised 

$1,600,000 to date. This is how the Holy Spirit works. 

 

The money already raised is at work now. One of Barbara Nagy’s dreams was to have a mobile health 

unit which could be sent to outlying communities. A check was sent to the Toyota Company to order the 

vehicle needed for the mobile unit. To our surprise, the check was sent on Barbara Nagy’s birthday. 

Barbara told us that this is the greatest possible birthday gift she could ever receive. The unit is on its 

way to Malawi as we speak. 

 

The Building HOPE money has contributed to Camp Grier’s purchase of equipment which will help 

develop trails, including mountain biking and horseback riding trails. Teams of folks from this 

Presbytery and others have replaced windows, updated bathrooms, built porches and ramps. More 

money is designated for a vehicle to transport campers and to provide further support of the programs.  

Camp Grier has a great future and we must continue to support it so that the vision might be 

accomplished. Camp attendance has already increased by about 30%. 

 

In Guatemala, there is now a model library in a school. Funds for training teachers and parents are being 

utilized. The seminaries are working on a-five-year plan and have some impressive students and 

graduates. Students can apply for higher education scholarships. 

 

Several years ago, I could not have imagined that such differences could occur in such a short amount of 

time. You are an amazing group of people who make up the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We, 

along with the help and guidance of the Holy Spirit, are doing wonderful things, but there’s still more to 

be done. The Holy Spirit is ahead of us and we have yet to see all of the fruit of the Holy Spirit being 

breathed on us. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

Bobbi 


