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REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PRESBYTER 

 SEARCH COMMITTEE 

October 25, 2016 

 

The Associate Presbyter Nominating Committee recommends that Rev. Billy Blount Robinson be 

called as the Associate Presbyter of Mission, Witness, and Church Support effective November 1, 

2016.  

 

We found Rev. Robinson to be a person of deep faith, wisdom, and humility. His ministry experience 

has given him the opportunity to serve in small and large congregations, as an associate pastor, head of 

staff, and interim, and in many leadership capacities on the presbytery level. He is an excellent 

communicator and writer and is truly excited about this position and the opportunity to serve in such a 

creative and vital way.  

  

 

Rev. Billy Robinson’s experience and strengths include:  

Congregational Development and Transformation                       

Leadership Development 

Youth and Outreach 

Mission Development 

 

 

The Presbytery Associate Search Committee consisted of:  Rev. Kathy 

Campbell, Chair (Crossnore), Helen Hall (Dulatown), Rev. Terry Hanna 

(Bryson city), Rev. Bill Heck (Retired-Warren Wilson), Judy Nebrig 

(Brevard), Jerry Ragan (Belmont), Roger Wise, CLP (Fletcher in Newland), Rev. Bobbi White, 

Presbytery General Presbyter (ex-officio). 

 

 

The Associate Search Committee met on May 3, June 7, July 12, and August 16 at the Presbytery office. 

We accomplished the following: 

 The Ministry Information Form (MIF/Description of the mission and ministry position) was 

written, reviewed, revised and placed on the PC(USA) Church Leadership Connection Website 

to be visible to the entire PCUSA, shared with the Presbytery, and placed on the Presbytery 

website. 

 Twenty-two Personal Information Forms (PIFs/Presbytery Resumes) were reviewed and 

references were checked. 

 Seven Skype interviews and two face-to-face interviews were held. Each candidate given an 

interview was vetted by Internet searches in addition to speaking to references. Each interviewed 

candidate had questions tailored to his/her PIF and experiences. 

 Finalists were chosen and each finalist had a face-to-face Interview with the committee, the 

Presbytery program staff and the Presbytery administrative staff. 

 Rev. Billy Robinson was the unanimous choice for our committee’s recommendation to the 

General Council and Presbytery for the position of Associate Presbyter. 
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TERMS OF CALL 

FOR 

BILLY ROBINSON 

ASSOCIATE FOR MISSION, WITNESS, AND CHURCH SUPPORT 

 
Salary        38,000.00 

Housing       12,000.00 

Deferred Comp 

FICA/SSA         3,825.00 

Ed./Professional Exp.*        2,000.00 

Total Before BOP        55,825.00 

Medical & Pension (35%) (36.5% for 2017)    17,500.00 

TOTAL COST     73,325.00 

 

*Travel Pool for Associates- $13,000 (Includes business Expense/cont. Ed.) 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF ASSOCIATE PRESBYTER 

FOR MISSION, WITNESS, AND CHURCH SUPPORT 
             

The Presbytery of Western North Carolina’s Mission/Vision is 

 “SEE, We are the Body of Christ. We Covenant together to . . . 

  Strengthen Congregations, Equip Disciples, and Engage in Mission.”  

 

The Associate’s responsibilities shall include the following: 
Our call from God is to be in partnership with the Holy Spirit as a missional presbytery and missional churches. 

The Associate Presbyter will help us, as the Body of Christ, develop an understanding of, commitment to, and 

respond to God’s call and the needs both locally and globally. 

 

Congregational development/transformation/support and witness to Christ’s love: 

•Focus on renewal and transformation of congregations, challenging and supporting churches to grow in new 

ways to respond to God's call in Jesus Christ.  

•Provide varied resources, support, and encouragement to churches, pastors, and Session, including use of 

programs like “New Beginnings,” “Such a Time As This,” “New Worshiping Communities,” etc. 

•With others, provide pastoral care to pastors/educators/church leaders, encouraging colleague groups. 

•With COM liaisons/trainers, support churches in the call process. 

•Build positive relationships, providing support/presence through preaching, teaching, and resourcing. 

•Work with churches struggling, in transition and/or in conflict to help them seek God’s vision, work together, 

and reach out to proclaim the gospel. 

•Resource the Congregational Development Division, committees, and committee chairs, including the Small 

Membership Church Committee, the Evangelism Committee, Campus Ministry Committee, and others that help 

strengthen congregations and provide leadership development.  

•Resource the Campus Mission at Cullowhee. 

 

Mission and Witness: 

•Help churches articulate/communicate the Biblical/theological basis for engaging in mission /witness, and 

support churches’ and presbytery’s response locally and globally. 

•With mission trip co-leaders, resource the planning, orientation for team members, logistics, and participants in 

integrating/sharing their mission experience. 

•Coordinate with the Guatemala Coordinator the Presbytery’s role in the 20 year Guatemala Partnership. 

•Support our work together in local mission/ministry/evangelism, for mission co-workers, and in our ten year 

partnership in Nkhoma, Malawi. 

•Resource the committees and committee chairs in their projects and programs of the Outreach/Mission 

Development Division, including Hunger, Peace and Justice, Mission (Malawi Mission, Disaster Relief, Mission 

Co-worker Support), and Self-Development of People. 

 

PWNC  

•As part of a Presbytery team, further the mission and vision of the Presbytery. 

•Interpret and support the ministries of the Presbytery, denomination, and wider Body of Christ. 

•Support the Building H.O.P.E. Campaign and its four ministries (Vital Churches, Education in our Guatemala 

Partnership, a hospital and school in Malawi, and Camp Grier).  

•Work to implement an evolving new organization structure. 

 

This position is a combination of church and pastor support, outreach, witness and mission.  The exact 

responsibilities can vary depending on experience, skills and passion of the individual and current need of the 

Presbytery.  This position reports to and is a colleague with the General Presbyter.        
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Biographical Statement 

William (Billy) B. Robinson 

 

To tell my story is to tell the story of the relationships that define my life. While responding to God’s 

call to enter seminary I met my wife, Mary Katherine –also an ordained Minister of Word and 

Sacrament. She has been an ever-present agent of God’s grace for the past 19 years; supporting me, 

caring for me, and loving me.  

 

Together, we are the proud parents of three children: our daughter Mary Scott (15), son Munroe (13), 

and youngest daughter Sarah Wren (11).  Through the gift of these three beautiful children God 

continues to reveal the fullness of his grace and mercy. 

 

Likewise, I have been defined by my relationship to Christ’s Church. I grew-up in the Presbyterian 

Church and my formative years were spent at Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church in Stone Mountain, 

Georgia. It was this congregation that provided safe harbor in the storms of adolescence and a firm 

foundation to return to once the questions of faith swamped me during college and young adulthood. 

 

Furthermore, the Church has provided for my formal education. My mother was a secretarial assistant at 

Agnes Scott College and through her employee benefits I was able to attend Presbyterian College 

through the tuition remission program. I represent the first generation in our family to receive a college 

degree and realize that it would not have been possible without the support and encouragement of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 

However challenging Presbyterian College was, some would say that I didn’t really learn how to think 

until I entered Columbia Theological Seminary. At the time I had no interest in seeking ordination, but 

instead sought answers and solace to personal questions and crises of faith. Under the tutelage of Dr. 

Shirley Guthrie, Dr. Walter Brueggemann, and Dr. Darrell Guder, among others, I matured in faith and 

discerned the call to ministry. Dr. Guthrie in particular served as a mentor and “father in faith”. He and 

Dr. Guder presided over my wedding to Mary Katherine, assisted in my ordination, and Dr. Guthrie was 

present at my son’s baptism. I find that when it comes to articulating the faith, I have few original 

thoughts; most everything I say has been shaped by these men.  

 

Having been served so graciously by Christ’s Church, I am humbled and honored to serve her.  With 

great excitement, joy and anticipation, I look forward to joining in the ministry of this Presbytery as 

Associate Presbyter.  When not engaged in the glorious, and sometimes frustrating, work of ministry and 

parenting, I am a frustrated guitarist, fly-fisherman, and novice woodworker.  
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Billy Robinson 

Statement of Faith 
 

Our triune God has surrounded me and nurtured me before I was ever able to acknowledge that love. My 

boyhood experiences of God were that of a benevolent, intimate Creator. Whether on the levee of Lake 

Ponchatrane, the woods of suburban Stone Mountain, the farm ponds of South Georgia, or the marshes 

and shores of the Carolina coast, my boyhood faith was founded upon the grace of God the Creator. 

More than marveling at the beauty of the Creator’s handiwork, I felt an intimate hand sustaining me and 

urging me to be rooted in place. God’s grace continued to be revealed through the gift of creation during 

my studies of biology in college and subsequent calling to work in the fields of environmental 

consulting and advocacy. While responding to God’s call to enter seminary I met my wife, Mary 

Katherine –also an ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament. She has been an ever-present agent of 

God’s grace for the past nineteen years; supporting me, caring for me, and loving me. 

 

God has bestowed upon me no greater gift than the gift of my three children. At the birth of my first 

child, I discovered that love at first sight happens everyday. Furthermore, now that I am a father to three 

beautiful children, I appreciate more fully and faithfully the grace and mercy of our heavenly Father. 

Thus, if God is Father, and I’m a child of God, then surely God loves me at least as much as I love these 

three beautiful children. 

 

And while my experience of God has been shaped and informed through his creation, I firmly believe 

that God’s fullest self-expression and revelation is in the person of Jesus Christ. In creation we see the 

sovereignty of God, but in Christ we see how the sovereignty of God is exercised –through grace, 

mercy, and humility. 

 

More than merely a prophet of the Kingdom, I embrace Christ as the embodiment of the Kingdom of 

God. Furthermore, I believe I have been called and baptized to follow the One who placed a towel 

around his waist and washed the feet of others; the One who makes the first last and the last first; who 

dines with sinners and outcasts; and who offers love, grace, and mercy to all. 

 

Through the waters of our baptism we are bound by the Spirit in one body to break bread and offer a 

foretaste of the Kingdom here and now, not merely a promise of a hereafter. Thus, I have sat in the dust 

of poverty with Lazarus and dined at the table of Dives. I have learned to befriend janitors and judges, 

and hold them in equal esteem. Seeking to love my enemies, I have looked into the eyes of rapists, 

murderers, and child molesters, and was surprised to find my heart moved to compassion and 

companionship. 

 

With humility, I believe that Christ has called me to serve as pastor to his Church; to lead her in an ever 

more faithful witness to the Kingdom and Christ. Furthermore, I trust the Church’s affirmation of this 

call, her training and instruction towards its fulfillment. 

 

 

 

 


