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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
THE REVEREND ROBERT J. TUTTLE, CHAIR

OCTOBER 25, 2016

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends the following to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina:

RECOMMENDATION:

 I. THAT Jacklyn (Jackie) Putnam, a member of Northminster Presbyterian Church, and a 
student at Union Theological Seminary in Charlotte, North Carolina, be enrolled as a 
Candidate following the required examination by Presbytery.

Recently, your Committee on Preparation for Ministry conducted interviews with an Inquirer who asked,
with the support of their sponsoring congregation and Session, that they be enrolled as a candidate in the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We recommend her to you today for your approval.

Jacklyn Putnam comes with the support of her congregation and the recommendation of the Session of
Northminster Presbyterian Church. Her written call to ministry/faith statement is contained in this packet
(see CPM Attachment 1).

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
• Matthew Conner, a candidate from the Gastonia First Presbyterian Church, was certified ready to

receive a call on September 21, 2016.

The Process of Becoming a Candidate and Beginning to Receive a Call
“It is important that those who are to be ordained as teaching elders receive full preparation for their task
under the direction of the presbytery. For this purpose, a presbytery shall enter into a covenant
relationship with those preparing to become teaching elders and with their sessions and congregations.
This relationship shall be divided into the two phases of inquiry and candidacy.” (Book of Order G-
2.0601)

Inquiry Phase:
In order to begin the inquiry phase, an applicant must be a member of the sponsoring congregation, shall
have been active in the work and worship of that congregation for at least six months, and shall have
received the endorsement of their session. This person is then examined by CPM, and if approved, is
enrolled as an Inquirer.

“The purpose of the inquiry phase is to provide an opportunity for the church and those who believe
themselves called to ordered ministry as teaching elders to explore that call together so that the
presbytery can make an informed decision about the inquirer’s suitability for ordered ministry.” (G-
2.0603) A person must be an Inquirer for at least one year.
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Candidacy Stage:
When an Inquirer believes, through their discernment, that they are called to the position of teaching
elder, they can request that they become a Candidate. The Inquirer will meet with their Session and
explain their sense of call. The Session can endorse them and recommend them to the CPM. The CPM,
through its discernment, can decide to recommend them to the Presbytery. At the recommendation of the
CPM, the Inquirer comes before the Presbytery to share part of their faith journey and their sense of call.
The Presbytery can then ask them questions in respect to their sense of call, not questions of content of
an ordination exam. They can ask about "their Christian faith, forms of Christian service, and motives
for seeking the ministry." (Adopted from a previous Book of Order.)

"The purpose of the candidacy phase, then, is to provide for the full preparation of persons to serve the
church as teaching elders." (G-2.0604)

Preparation for a Call:
Before a person may take a call in our Presbytery, they must have completed the following:
• Pass the Bible Content Exam.
• Pass the four Senior Ordination Exams (Biblical Exegesis, Theological Competence, Worship

and Sacraments, and Church Polity).
• Complete a two-day battery of assessments administered by a Career & Personal Counseling

Center.
• Complete one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education training (CPE).
• Normally, complete at least one year at a PCUSA seminary.
• Meet annually with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
• Have been an Inquirer at least one year and have been a Candidate at least one year.
• Take a course in Reformed Theology and Polity.

Must be Approved by CPM to Receive a Call:
A Candidate may not begin to enter negotiations about a call as a teaching elder without the approval of
the CPM, which has been delegated this task. When a Candidate has completed the above, the CPM will
examine the Candidate and determine if he/she is ready to begin looking for a call, and if so, will "certify
the person ready to receive a call." The Candidate will also have their Personal Information Form (PIF)
reviewed and approved by CPM. When the person receives a call, the Candidate will be examined by the
receiving presbytery.

If a Candidate who is under care of this Presbytery receives a call within our bounds, that candidate will
preach before the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and their sermon will be included in the
Presbytery report.



CPM ATTACHMENT 1 
Jackie Putnam 
September 2016 
 

Call Statement 
 
I can remember being 7 years old, living in Alabama, riding in the car on the way home 

from my first Vacation Bible School program. I had a million questions for my mom about God, 
Jesus, heaven, the Bible, church, and on and on and on. I couldn’t spit my questions out quickly 
enough. My brain, in its usual fashion, was in overdrive. My parents weren’t particularly religious 
and my mom’s response that day was just to listen to my questions and wonder what she had 
gotten herself into. She had intended to drop me off at the local church for a few hours so she 
could get some peace and quiet. But her 7 year old had just journeyed into a new world to explore 
and from that point forward, my questions never ceased.  
 When I was 12, my friends invited me to come to their youth group at a small 
fundamentalist Baptist church. There, I discovered that these people claimed to know a lot about 
the God I had experienced at Vacation Bible School. They had fancy words like salvation and 
repentance and I desperately wanted to know more. I became really active in that group, and by 
the time I was 15, I had been baptized and was leading Wednesday night youth meetings. One 
time, a friend at church said that I would make a good pastor one day. My heart leapt a little and I 
laughed nervously at the idea. But we were quickly reminded by an adult in the room that God 
doesn’t call women to do that sort of thing. So, I pushed the idea of ministry aside but I never 
stopped asking deep questions.  
 My teen years were very difficult. I had some serious medical concerns due to a staph 
infection contracted during one of five knee surgeries. I missed a lot of school and endured years 
of frequent hospitalizations, aggressive treatments, and many school absences. Additionally, due 
to family dysfunction and financial instability, I lived in 19 houses by the time I was 18. One of 
those homes was with my best friend’s family who fostered me. They are devout Lutherans who 
welcomed my questions about God, about suffering, and about the church. Once, when I was 
expressing a lot of anxiety about my salvation, they asked me, “Jackie, who does the saving? Is 
salvation a product of your belief and your righteousness or is salvation initiated and enacted by 
God alone in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ?” This new understanding of God resonated 
deeply within me and I began a difficult season of evaluating my fundamentalist belief system and 
making many adjustments. My faith took on a different shape during that season, and that shape 
continues to grow and change as I grow and change. 
 The next year, I was awarded a full scholarship to Gardner-Webb University and I 
graciously accepted. I went in to college planning to pursue English, but the religion department 
quickly drew me in and I ended up double majoring in Religious Studies and Psychology. The 
religion courses at Gardner-Webb were incredibly rigorous and academic. They equipped me with 
the tools I had always longed for to aid in my exploration of Scripture and theology. My 
sophomore year, a professor took me out for coffee and asked me what I planned to do with my 
life. I was terrified to tell her that I still had a suspicion that I should pursue ministry. Thankfully, I 
didn’t have to say it. She began to talk to me about ministry and told me that I had gifts to offer the 
church. She didn’t pressure me, but when she mentioned being called to ministry, it was like that 
spark that began in my teen years was rekindled. I spent two years in counseling while in college, 
working through my difficult childhood experiences, and also through some of the guilt and 
anxiety that had accompanied my fundamentalist religious roots. This was a season of growth and 
maturity and I started to embrace the idea that God might be calling me to ministry. 

After completing my undergraduate degree, I enrolled in Gardner-Webb’s School of 
Divinity to complete my Master of Divinity degree. At that point, I still had not found a 



denomination to settle into. I had visited Lutheran and Episcopal churches and though I deeply 
appreciated their theology and liturgical nature, I didn’t feel at home. While visiting with my 
Lutheran foster family one weekend, they suggested that I visit the Presbyterian Church down the 
road. After visiting for several months, I found myself meeting with the pastors, reading “Christian 
Doctrine” by Shirley Guthrie, and exploring the Book of Confessions. I soon felt as though I had 
found “my people.” I soon realized that I belonged in the Presbyterian Church and made the 
difficult decision to forfeit a considerable number of credits and transfer to Union Presbyterian 
Seminary’s Charlotte Campus, where I would be prepared to serve the Presbyterian Church.  

My first semester at Union, I took Reformed Confessions and Presbyterian Polity and 
became convinced that I had made the right decision to transfer seminaries and join the PCUSA. At 
Union, I have grown to have a deeper appreciation and understanding of the centrality of the 
Word, both written and incarnate, the sacredness of the sacraments of baptism and communion, 
and our polity structure, which empowers the people of God to participate in Christ’s ongoing 
work.  

Another formative experience has been managing my anxiety disorder, which has followed 
me around since early childhood. Last year, my anxiety disorder resurfaced in an overwhelming 
way. When I interpreted my struggle with anxiety in light of my perceived call to ministry, I feared 
that perhaps my anxiety disorder disqualified me from effectively serving the church. I sought 
counseling, began medication, and pushed myself to do the very things that caused me to fear. I 
discovered that courage robs my fears of their power. The turning point in my season of anxiety 
came when I officiated my grandmother's funeral in January. I felt totally dependent on God's 
strength in the midst of my weakness. After the funeral, I knew I had been deeply transformed. 
While dealing with her death, I felt like I had experienced profound resurrection. I learned that my 
areas of brokenness and struggle are also the catalysts for strength, growth, and connection with 
those around me. They do not disqualify me from ministry. On the contrary, they provide me with 
greater opportunities to minister in a suffering world.  

Serving as the Director of Christian Education at Northminster for the past three years has 
also been formative in my call journey. I have discovered the joys and the challenges of ministry 
and I’ve had the opportunity to explore my own strengths and weaknesses. In the midst of a 
pastoral transition, I’ve had the opportunity to stretch beyond the realm of Christian education 
into church administration, leadership, pastoral care, and worship planning. In Frederick 
Buechner’s book, Wishful Thinking, he says, “The place God calls you to is the place where your 
deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.” I have found that meeting place in the 
Presbyterian Church and I am looking forward to the adventure of life spent in ministry. 

My sense of call did not come in one “Aha!” moment. It’s been a slow, gradual, abiding sense 
that has been nurtured by my friends, professors, family, and the church. The God who ignited my 
stream of questions at 7 years old has been lovingly and persistently challenging me ever since 
and I can say with sincerity that I don’t think I could do anything else with my life, even if I wanted 
to. 


