
Missions Committee 

October 25, 2016 

 
The Missions Committee met on September 26, 2016 at Montreat Presbyterian Church and discussed the 

following: 

 

 We have had a Mission Team of 23 people head to Lake Murray, SC in May 2016 to help folks 

who suffered from flooding in that area. A second Mission Team will have been to the same 

location on October 16-22, 2016.  These trips were organized through the Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance Program and the Saint Bernard Project.  Registration forms were made available to all 

churches through the Presbytery website. 

 Next year, in early May 2017, we will be heading to West Virginia to help flood victims with 

the help of Presbyterian Disaster assistance.  Registration forms will be made available as soon 

as we secure a date and a site. 

 The Guatemalan Partnership will be sponsoring 2 trips to Guatemala in 2017 (January and July).  

Registration forms should be available at the Presbytery website.  Right now, a focus of the 

partnership is education, particularly with funds available through the Building Hope Campaign. 

 There is a Malawi Mission Trip scheduled for May 13-19, 2017.  More information on that will 

be available soon. 

 One of our responsibilities is helping with hosting Mission Personnel who may be in our 

Presbytery.  If you are going to host a mission worker, please share that information with us.  

We’d love to help you out. 

  

Rev. Ed Forsyth, Chair 

forsythnhpc@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

GUATEMALA HEALTH MINISTRY 
Health Ministry work in Guatemala continues: Community Health Promoters in each partner church 

continue to learn together and teach in their communities, children receive vitamins and anti-parasitic 

medication, water filters are constructed (for over 200 families this year), and further collaborative 

efforts are planned with the partnership education and micro-loan initiatives.   

 

What you can do:  
 - support the construction of family water filters and fuel-efficient stoves via the PWNC Christmas Card 

project to directly improve health in Guatemala. 

 - assist with the development of the Global Village at Camp Grier, which will help us all experience and 

understand our partners' lives better. 

 - support the Nickel-a-Meal project, which has funded most of our partnership health ministry. 

 - communicate with, and support your sister church in Guatemala. 

 - pray for our continued work together. 

 

Please contact Doug Michael at douglaswmichael@gmail.com for further information. 
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Guatemala Microloan Project Update   
 

Highlights from Cycle 2 - October 2016 to May 

2016:   
 

Businesses:  The women in the 4 microloan groups 

continue to invest in a variety of businesses opportunities 

including raising animals to sell, selling new and used 

clothing or firewood, preparing and selling food, sewing.   

 

Challenges:  The most common challenge is the risk in 

raising animals.  One woman had firewood she bought to 

sell that was green and wet; she had to wait to be able to 

sell it.  They are managing and overcoming the challenges. 

 

Repayment:  68 of 70 women repaid their loans on time, one arranged a late repayment schedule, 

and one defaulted.  The default was difficult since all women in the affected group in Coatepeque 

helped to cover the cost.  However, there were positive aspects in that the group experienced 

learning, solidarity and growth. 

 

Successes:  

Any's Story:  Any, a member of the microloan group "Women Uniting Efforts" 

in Santo Domingo, is the mother of two children and is 7 months pregnant 

with their third. Click here to learn how the microloan project helped provide 

a safer environment for Any's family.  (Note: If you are not reading this 

electronically, go to presbyterywnc.org and click on Mission Zone, Guatemala 

Partnership, Microloan Project, then Loan Recipient Stories.) 

 

Three women from Coatepeque had very good and unusually quick results, 

and have left the project because they are now able to continue working 

independently with their own capital.  Read about their stories here. 

 

Savings:  Developing the habit of saving is another part of the project.  Each month the women 

bring their 30 quetzales or so to add to their account in the bank.  Women who never saved before 

are learning they can do this!  Incidentally, research studies are showing surprisingly positive 

effects from programs that help the poor save even small amounts of money.  (p. 38,  A Path Appears 

by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn)   

 

Leadership:  Many women are growing in leadership skills.  This is especially true in Las Animas, 

where remarkably strong and positive leadership has facilitated the development of a very 

committed and cohesive group. 

 

 

 

Olga from Las Animas with the corn she and her 
husband Domingo have grown 

Any with her check 
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Future Plans for Project 
1.  Plans are for women to remain in the project for 3 years (6 cycles) in order to grow in learning 

and experience, and to receive optimum benefit. 

2.  A pilot project is being initiated in Las Animas to integrate health and education into the 

microloan project in order to address identified needs in nutrition, sanitation and health. 

3.  Fund raising continues in order to grow current groups and to expand into additional 
communities.  Great interest has been generated and other churches have inquired about bringing 

this project to their communities.   

 

Prayer Partners Needed 
68 women are participating in cycle 3, including 10 new women.  Additional prayer partners are 

needed, so please consider providing this important support.   Contact Sue Barrett at 

suebar@comporium.net or 828-553-3621, to receive a name along 

with photos and information. 

                            

Facebook Page 

Search for "Guatemala Microloan Project" and like our page.  You will 

find many stories of the women involved in this project as well as 

relevant information about Guatemala. 

 

Your Support is Important 
THANK YOU to members of this presbytery and Presbyterian Women 

for the absolutely incredible support that has made this project 

possible and touched many lives.  To continue investing in ongoing 

cycles and to enable us to expand to other communities, make check 

payable to PW PWNC, designate for the Guatemala Microloan Project, 

and send to PW treasurer:   

Sharon Meares, 1012 10th ST CT NW, Hickory, NC 28601 

 

To Arrange a Program 
To arrange a program for your church, PW group, missions committee or other gathering contact 

Ellen Dozier at ellendozier@hotmail.com or 828-403-3988 or Mimi Michael at 

mimimichael17@gmail.com or 828-465-0335.  We would be delighted to share stories and details of 

this project.   

 

 

 

Mildre from Adehgua (back) with new  
participant Dolores from Las Animas 
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Building Christian character in children and exploring their intellectual capabilities by instilling basic biblical 
truth and imparting basic education principles that will enable them to excel with their education. 

 

Ebenezer Update 
W illeke’s  Goodbye  

 

July 2016 Ebenezer Institute of Learning 
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“God is good, all the time, His love endures for ever.” 
I had the privilege to be involved with the start in 2008 and development thereafter of the Ebenezer School at Nkhoma. But 
the time has come to hand over the baton. In the last couple of months I have become more and more convinced that the 
leadership at the school is stable and strong enough to take over the baton. I also realized that two captains on a ship will 
not work and that the course I would like to take and priorities that I would like to set are slightly different from other team 
members. I am convinced that the Lord sometimes uses this to make us aware of upcoming changes. There is so much 
more work to be done and for me it means to step out of my comfort zone (Ebenezer) and follow the Lord’s instructions to 
where He will lead. 
 
Uprooting has been a very painful experience. Eight years of involvement with the Ebenezer School made the roots grow 
very deep. When I came to the conclusion that withdrawing would be necessary, I didn’t have an idea how much it would 
cost me emotionally. 
 
I loved every stage of progress, every child that has been enrolled and every teacher that became part of the school. I 
loved the communication with donors, sponsor agents and recently also managing the volunteers. And I came to realize 
that without all your support the school wouldn’t have materialized.  
 
I had the opportunity to meet a number of you over the last eight years and that has made it very special. I will never forget 
Marielle’s input and effort for our school and Dorothy who came to train the pre-school teachers at age 79. Ken and 
Colleen, Jessi, and the wide variety of short term volunteers, each sharing their God given talents. Then the people in the 
particular finance departments. Lisa Pressley, Hylie Enslin, Irene Schat, Moon Wha School, Klaasje Kooiker. The people 
that made sure the Ebenezer  funds were well looked after ! 
 
In the weeks ahead, I will hand over the sponsorships,  
Ebenezer up-date and the communication with the  
Co-Workers organisation/volunteers. Our school Management  
led by Chrissy and Heather, will delegate the responsibilities  
to different people. They are a strong team and I am fully  
entrusting them to move on with the development of the  
Ebenezer School. 
 
With this letter I would like to greet you all and send you the  
Lord’s blessings. I trust that you will continue supporting  
the Ebenezer School and the work that Chrissie and  
Heather took on.  
 In Him, Willeke Ter Haar 
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Graduation 
Ebenezer’s first class graduated this year! Eight years ago, the school 

started with two pre-school classes. As those children have grown, so 

has the school. Currently, there are 274 students in 12 classes.  

Our Grade 7 students celebrated their graduation after completing the 

Malawian Standard 8 Primary School Leaving Certificate. After 

putting in hours of study and preparation, they approached the test 

with both confidence and a bit of nervousness. Their results, which 

come out in August, will determine where they can go to secondary 

school. Ebenezer hopes to keep in touch with each of them as they 

continue on life’s journey.  

The graduation itself was a day of celebration. Each class gave a  

     performance before the  

    Grade Seven students shared  

    about themselves and received  

    diplomas and a dictionary.  

    Please pray for Mirriam, Rueben, 

    Tiyamike, Katie, Temwa,  

    Taheer and Takondwa for  

    wisdom and courage to be  

    witnesses of Christ’s love to the  

    world wherever they go and in  

    whatever they do.  

Staff: July 2016 
Please help us to pray for each of these 
teachers as they guide and teach their 
students. The Ebenezer Staff Family 
remains the same at the end of this academic 
year. 

BACK: Chifundo, Chrissie, Maya, Patience, 
Prisca, Elita, Heather, Annie, Justina, Susan 

FRONT: John, Henock, Catherine, Mercy, 
Faith, Memory, Rabecca, Esnart, Stella, 
Gladys 
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Welcome, Gerwin! 

In the future… 
As long as our student body grows, more facilities  

are required to accommodate them and the staff.  

Building projects progress from one to the next, 

and we are thankful for the ways in which God 

provides what we need when we need it. Funding 

has been confirmed for our next two projects! 

Community Hall: Money from 

Mariella Provost’s memorial will be 

used for a multi-purpose hall where  

chapel, assemblies and plays can be 

held.  

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

A school block averages US$40 000 to build. 
We trust in God’s sovereignty to continue to 
raise needed funds. Thank you for praying! 

A tastefully designed brick wall is 

being erected around Ebenezer’s 

property to reduce foot and goat 

traffic and protect our students and 

grounds.  
On the horizon is the need for our next 

class block. We would like to begin 

construction as soon as funds allow.  

CONSTRUCTION 
Our school is growing and so our 

building projects continue. Gerwin, from 

the Netherlands, came in May for three 

months to continue Dick’s work on the 

new class block. This desperately 

needed building will be finished in 

August, ready for the new school year in 

September. It will have two classrooms, 

an office, and boys and girls 

composting toilets. The Grades 5 and 6 

students will use the classrooms. Thank 

you for all of the prayers that went into 

getting the funds for this block. Don’t 

stop praying please! 
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World Culture Day 
Ebenezer does not exist on its own. People from countries around the world have made us the school we are, so we want 

to teach and celebrate our multicultural heritage!  

We were excited to have our first World Culture Day. Each grade was assigned a different country to study. Through their 

studies, they made posters, books, displays, flags, food, art….anything from their country. They learned about the 

language, location, music, dance, folktales and other aspects that make the culture unique.  

World Culture Day was a culmination of four weeks of exciting learning. Delegates carried the flags of their country. 

Classes presented songs, skits, dances and demonstrations from their countries. After the production, parents and students 

were invited to visit displays from each class. Excitement filled the air.   

 

In September, 60 new reception students will 

begin their Ebenezer journey. Please spread 

the word about our school to help us find 

sponsors for each of them. The amount is 

$300 per year.  

Visit our Facebook page:  

Ebenezer Institute of Learning 

For more information about anything school 

related, please contact  
 

ebenezerinstituteoflearning@gmail.com 

 
On a final note:  

Please pray with us as our school grows and changes. 

Each year is different with new volunteers, staff, added 

students and a changing world. We must rely on one 

another, as God has given each our own special roles 

as we make up the body of Christ. Please pray that we 

can build each other up with love and care for all of our 

needs: students, teachers and all those around the 

world helping us.  
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