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The gifts … to equip the Saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the Body of Christ. 

(Ephesians 4:11-12) 

I am looking forward to 2017! I am hopeful that with renewed energy and faith we will respond to 

God’s calling to ministry and mission. This maybe a time when people will be open to hearing the Good 

News and we will be called to be the ones sharing why we have committed our lives to Jesus Christ.  

 

I believe that 2017 will bring us enormous challenges. We will need to rely on God’s help and to 

understand what is important to our faith. Our divisions have created great hope, confusion, fearfulness, 

anxiety, and a search for meaning and/or security. Our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior speaks to 

these and other feelings and issues. We need to listen prayerfully to know how to best express our faith 

to people with various needs, who have both positive and negative understandings of faith in Jesus 

Christ. We can no longer be content unless we are risking reaching out. I pray that as individuals, 

congregations, and a Presbytery, that together we will be helping each other determine our specific calls. 

Our Book of Order says that we must take a risk “even at possibility of losing ourselves.” Yet, this 

maybe a great prospect because many people may be open to hearing a better way. It will also be an 

opportunity because there will be times we will demonstrate God’s care for the least of these.     

 

We don’t always know how to witness, because we often do not share our faith with each other. When 

people join the church, they often share their faith story with the Session. It is always a precious and 

inspiring time. It is in telling our stories that we learn what our faith means to us. This is a first step in 

being able to share with others. Remembering how God has been active in our lives helps us grow. I 

encourage you to use meeting time to learn someone’s story or to use a meeting for everyone to share. 

 

I also encourage us to invite others to church and church activities. The statistics say that most people 

come to things because they are invited. Statistics also say that over 50 % of people appreciate an 

invitation. Invite people. The other way to invite people is to share what is happening at your church in 

normal conversation. Look each week at sharing one good thing in regular dialogue. Plan to do it. 

 

Even though we will be challenged, I think God will be active in our lives and work. I am confident in 

that because I see ways God has worked in the past. Some of these are in our own Presbytery. 

 

Building up the Body of Christ together, this is often what I see . . .   

The pastor was awakened at the retreat by a middle schooler standing at his bed. The middle schooler 

said, “I want to be baptized.” The retreat was the Presbytery’s Middle School Retreat at Camp Grier. 

The theme for the weekend, “Why wait, do faith,” was chosen by the Youth Council and the scripture 

for the story was of Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. The retreat was a powerful retreat. This youth was 

one of more than a hundred youth that attended the retreat. That youth was to be baptized on the Sunday 

we had snow.  

 

This retreat was planned by the Presbytery’s Youth Committee and Youth Council. The Presbytery 

Youth Council (PYC) is comprised of high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors who help lead 

presbytery-wide events in worship, recreation, and small groups. Part of the experience of PYC helps 
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them to grow in leadership and faith, and will help shape their future.  It is an outstanding opportunity, 

led by Beth Gunn, a nationally known youth leader that is on Presbytery staff. If you have a youth 

interested in applying for PYC, applications must be in by May.  

 

In 2016, the Presbytery sponsored other youth opportunities. Last summer, there were over 50 youth and 

adults that attended Triennium at Purdue University. This was an opportunity to meet other youth from 

all over the USA and world. At the heart of this event was worship, scripture, a chance to reflect and 

grow in faith and understanding of the gospel. Plan on this again in 2019. This year, our youth will 

travel to Guatemala and help lead a retreat there. Next year, there will be a stateside mission trip. 

 

If you are a youth leader, make note of the special offering at Waldensian Presbyterian Church on 

Saturday, March 4, 2017. Beth Gunn and the Youth Committee are holding a gathering for people 

involved in youth ministry. Whether you are in a small membership church working with one to three 

youth, part of a youth leadership team, or a youth leader on staff, this will offer you ideas and support. If 

you are a youth leader and not taking advantage of the Presbytery opportunities, I encourage you to do 

so. 

 

Over this last year, I have heard of more churches doing adult baptisms. This is one of the areas that I 

hope we continue to grow. There are so many people in our world who do not know Jesus Christ or have 

a nurturing Christian community, and we are called to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to others. 

 

One way churches are reaching out is through new and more inviting worship services. Some churches 

have added additional services. Belmont First added an informal summer early worship service outside 

on their beautiful grounds. First Gastonia and First Asheville have joined Unity in live streaming their 

worship services as an alternative means of reaching new people.  

 

Mills River is reaching out to children and families. They experimented by employing someone to work 

with them on this new focus. This has been a successful endeavor and they are going to expand the 

hours of this person.  In addition, they have put up a digital sign, and are looking at the feasibility of 

expanding their current playground equipment so that it can be enjoyed by the whole community.  

 

Fifteen Presbyterian Churches in Gaston County got together at Christmas and developed an ad for the 

Gaston Gazette newspaper that listed each church’s events for Christmas Eve and Christmas day. It was 

¼ of a page and ran three times, costing each church less than $35.00. What wonderful way to work 

together in ministry! In addition, Robinson Memorial also sent out post cards during Christmas season 

saying, “Worship in your neighborhood,” to people in their zip code and received four visitors as a 

result. 

 

Some churches are using “Water to Wine Grants” to reach out in mission or evangelism. Dulatown had 

an all-day community event for youth (KOSS - Keep Our Streets Safe for Kids) and started a coffee 

house. Micaville, Grassy Creek, and Newdale provide meals and support for elders on the weekends 

(Feed My Sheep).  Morrison Church in Franklin started a devotional program on the radio and has 

received good feedback. Third Street was able to have a non-food pantry for staples needed that are not 

covered by food stamps. Grants also funded musical instruments for an early worship service, supplies 

for homeless women, computers for GED, and a new VBS. A couple things were tried that didn’t work, 

but that is part of the process. If your church has an idea of a new way to reach out, consider applying 

for a Water to Wine Grant. Building HOPE will allow us to expand that program to encourage new ways 

to reach out in service and evangelism.  
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Our Mission Committee has sponsored two trips to help in disaster areas – one in West Virginia and the 

other for the flooding in Columbia, South Carolina. These are opportunities for people whose church 

does not have a team going. It is also a chance to enjoy work with people from all over the presbytery. 

Our shower trailer is currently in South Carolina.  

 

As we go into this New Year, we give thanks for the pastors in this Presbytery. Our Presbytery is 

blessed with gifted pastors of all ages. We have experienced pastors with many years of experience, 

about 30 pastors under the age of 45, including two newly ordained ministers. This past year, 11 new 

pastors and 2 CLPS have come into the Presbytery. The Presbytery has worked hard to offer training for 

PNCs, to do quality reference checks, and support PNCs in any way possible. It is exciting to welcome 

the new pastors, particularly those that are serving churches.  Through Building HOPE, we will be 

working on new ways to provide support and education opportunities to our pastors and those newly 

ordained. 

 

Another way to build up leadership in the Presbytery is through the Church Leadership School (CLS), 

which has now graduated more than 100 students. This is one of the best kept secrets in PWNC. CLS 

was designed to train and equip leaders in our churches. Many people take the course for their own 

spiritual enrichment and faith understanding. Graduates are often Sunday School teachers, mission 

committee members, active elders and deacons, and are involved in all kinds of activities in their local 

congregations and communities. Many serve at the Presbytery level, including Melvin Mears, who is our 

Vice-Moderator. Others, in fact about 30, serve as CLPS in congregations or validated ministries, such 

as chaplains.  The program takes two years, with 17 days of classes each year, divided into six terms. 

The subjects covered are Bible, Theology, Worship, Ministry, etc. and the cost is minimal.  A person 

may take one part or all the courses. Students can attend from other presbyteries. I encourage you enroll 

and try it out.  

 

I am also excited about the things being already done as a result of the Building HOPE Ministry 

Campaign. A mobile health unit is now in Malawi. It will be going to villages, so Malaria medicine can 

be given before a child is so sick they die on their way to the hospital. Potential problem pregnancies 

will be realized and the mother will go to the hospital for a safe delivery. Children will receive vaccines. 

We have sent money for medicine, so there will be medicine to treat the sick. 

 

Camp Grier has received $110,000 from the campaign. One lodge has been renovated and another one is 

in process. It means that a lodge which previously might not be rented out to groups can now be 

considered. The lodge would now meet the “mother test” for her children. New porches provide 

gathering spaces for the campers. Trails for mountain bikes and horses and improved campers’ 

opportunities will attract new campers and offseason people. Innovative equipment and enhanced 

programming will bring more campers to Camp Grier.  

 

In Guatemala, Building HOPE is already supporting seminarians and the seminaries, providing higher 

education scholarships, and putting books in the school. We are also looking at pre-school and after 

school programs. Supporting seminarians enables people to attend seminary that could not otherwise 

afford it. It prepares pastors to fill the pulpits, so a church will have a pastor more than once a month. 

Giving higher education scholarships is a way for young adults and their families to escape poverty. It is 

addressing the root causes of poverty. Putting books in the school and teaching teachers how to read to 

children will increase the literacy rate and open children and adults to the larger world, encouraging and 

enabling them to seek a better life. 
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As I said earlier, we have a challenge to reach new people for Christ and demonstrate Christ’s love to 

others. Strong congregations, pastors, and church leaders are needed to accomplish this mission. This 

year, we will be listening and designing ways that the Presbytery can better support its pastors, church 

leaders, and congregations. Building HOPE will also help with technical ways of communicating to a 

reach our younger generation.  

 

This year as a staff, we have said good bye to Anita Bernhardt, who has moved to Erie to pastor a 

church and be with her husband, James. Billy Robinson has joined the staff. I am excited about the gifts 

and experience he brings. I encourage you to get to know him. 

 

I am looking forward to 2017.  God has exciting things in store for this Presbytery.  

 

Peace, 

 

Bobbi  


