
MM-1 

1 
 

Presbyterian Women of the 
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

October 11, 2017 

The 2017 Fall Gatherings of the Presbyterian Women of Western North Carolina were held Saturday, 

September 23, 2017, and Saturday, September 30, 2017, at Bryson City Presbyterian Church in Bryson 

City and Green Street Presbyterian Church in Morganton, respectively. The gathering at Bryson City 

had 47 in attendance representing 13 churches in the western part of the Presbytery of Western North 

Carolina. The gathering at Green Street included 52 in attendance representing 15 churches in the 

eastern part of the Presbytery. 

 

The workshops at both gatherings included an overview of the 2017-2018 Horizons Bible study, Cloud 

of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews, by Melissa Banes Sevier; Leadership in the PW 

Community; Community in the World; and Community-Building in our Local Areas.  

 

Bryson City 

The pastor of Franklin First Presbyterian, Reverend Tempe Fussell led the Bible study overview.  

Leadership in the PW Community was a discussion on PW leadership through the lens of community 

among women, led by Michele Simmons.  Community in the World was led by Peggy Rada, the wife of 

the Moderator of the 221
st
 General Assembly. Peggy shared some of their experiences of community in 

the 38 states and several countries traveled during that two-year period.  Community-building in our 

Local Areas was led by Rev. Shannon Spencer, the Executive Director of Asheville Poverty Initiative.  

During the workshop Rev. Spencer described her work toward building bridges between communities 

by connecting groups with folks living in poverty.  

 

The mission offering in the amount of $1,438 was given to the Swain County Caring Corner. Their 

mission is to provide a medical home to the undeserved in the community. The Caring Corner serves as 

a primary care organization which provides preventative care, regular checkups and sick care for 

patients, and coordinates patient’s care with other local organizations. 

 

Green Street 

The pastor of Sweetwater Presbyterian, Reverend Joanne Glaser, led the Bible study overview.   

Leadership in the PW Community was led by Patricia Clark; Peggy Rada and Rev. Shannon Spencer 

presented the same workshops given in Bryson City. The mission offering in the amount of $758 was 

given to Options, Inc., a domestic violence, rape and sexual assault shelter, education and advocacy 

center in Morganton. Their mission is to inform and educate the citizens of Burke County, while 

offering support to victims of violent crimes. 

 

2018 Spring Gathering 

Plans are underway for the celebration of Presbyterian Women’s 30
th

 anniversary. The celebration will 

take place at our Spring Gathering scheduled for April 14, 2018.  It will  be held at Warren Wilson 

Presbyterian Church which is the location of our first PW Gathering 30 years ago. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tina Joyner 

PW PWNC Moderator 


